APPENDIX A

Acronyms and Definitions

Best Management Practices (BMP) are the schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices,
maintenance procedures, and structural and/or managerial practices approved by the Department that,
when used singly or in combination, prevent or reduce the release of pollutants and other adverse
impacts to waters of Washington State.

CWA means Clean Water Act (formerly referred to as the Federal Water Pollution Control Act or Federal
Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972)

Ecology means Washington State Department of Ecology
EPA means Environmental Protection Agency

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) means a conveyance, or system of conveyances
(including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches,
manmade channels, or storm drains):

(i) owned or operated by a state, city, town, borough, county, parish, district, association, or other
public body (created by or pursuant to State Law) having jurisdiction over disposal of
wastes, storm water, or other wastes, including special districts under State law such as
sewer district, flood control district or drainage district, or similar entity, or an Indian tribe
or an authorized Indian tribal organization, or a designated and approved management
agency under section 208 of the CWA that discharges to waters of the United States.

(ii) designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater.

(iii) which is not a combined sewer; and (iv) which is not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works
(POTW) as defined at 40 CFR122.2.

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) means the national program for issuing,
modifying, revoking, and reissuing, terminating, monitoring and enforcing permits, and imposing and
enforcing pretreatment requirements, under sections 307, 402, 318, and 405 of the Federal Clean Water
Act, for the discharge of pollutants to surface waters of the state from point sources. These permits are
referred to as NPDES permits and, in Washington State, are administered by the Washington
Department of Ecology.

Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (Small MS4s) means an MS4 that is not defined as
“large” or “medium” pursuant to 40 CFR 122.26(b)(4) & (7) or designated under 40 CFR 122.26 (a)(1)(v).
Small MS4s include systems similar to separate storm sewer systems in municipalities such as:
universities, large publicly owned hospitals, prison complexes, highways and other thoroughfares.
Highline Community College (HCC) is a small MS4s.



