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Interim system corrects library privacy violation 

In a six-week period between  July I and 
August 15. Griffin  stated  that  figures  on 
the- total  cost  of  the  undertaking  were 

To ald  in  the  camplition of the pro 
- jcct, t h e  library  hlred  members of the 

Klng  County  Work Training Students 
program. 'They  did the bulk  of  the typ 
ing and assssted t h e  library techniclans 
in removal of the books and otherjobs; 
sald  Grlffln. "I was  happy  with  their 
W o k "  

When  asked  about  how the ovmaU 
prq/ect went. G~iffln stated, "It was a bit 
hectic, but I thlnk  that  the  system will 
work I feel very gositwe  about it." 

UfEWZ&We. 
Higtrllns Library'. vidstloa of publh Disdomu~ 

. .  
AS far as a permanent  computerized "We  want  to  make  sure that a sys 

system mffin d0esn.t foresee  In. tem .like that  would  encompass more 
stallation  In the Immediate  future. "If I than just checkaut capabUities"he saM. 
were  to  guess,  I'd  say that we could 'Further  plannlngwlll be needed" 
antlclpate a computerized  system  In Neal Allen, former HCSU Exscutlve 
about two yeam" Council  Chairman.  who last spring  for. 

Robert McFartand, Dean of lnsttuctlon mally  brought t h e  problem  to  the  Soard 
said that  "he  hopesthe  Immediate  prob. of Trustees thlnks  that  the long term 
km of confldentisllty Ls taken  care  of. solutlonofamputertzedsystem might 
and thar additional planning must be have  been less expensive than the one 
done  before a computemxl  system is imposed. 
wlopted" "we were mmng for a pemranknt 

PhOtO/SCOlT CRUEGER 

solutlon  to  the  problem," said den. "we 
will continue  working  with  the  new ll- 
bfary director. in hopes of finding  an 
ultimate  system. 7he money used to 
apply  and  maintaln the Interim  system 
should have  been used for a final s o b  
tion.  but  we  are  excited about what 
we*  accomplished." 

GinnyHansenalsoacoundlmember 
lastsgrinEs.expFessedthesamethoughts. 
"It's a blg improvement,  but  we  were 
hoping  for  an  Ultifmte  solunon? 

S-and ABoard faces major budget decision 
, byJONATWoooR ' decide whether or not to take money 

i f m  the fund belance and put it Into 

. .  

The Service and Activities bosrd Ls 
facedwithadnandaldedsknttmtcould 
Impact some  college actlvitlts and pro 
&a- 

SQS18 In the 1883.198+ acadtmkyear, 
thebudgctcommitteemustnowdeclde 
how to mnage the deficit to affect  the 
smalkst number of paoplc, acceding to 
Student  Actlvlties , Coordinator. Bruce 
Mackintosh. 

there  were  encumbrances  totallng 
S 1 8 m .  An  encumbrance is a charge 
whlch has been shown or m n t e d  
for  on  the  budget,  but  has not been 
spent  yet .... 

These charges  were tmnslemd Into 
the 196+.85 budget.  but  the  money  to 
cover  them was not instead movlng Into 
the  fund  balance.  The  fund  balance Is a 
reserve  account created from excess 
revenue  from  prevlous  years.  The 1883- 
84 unused  money  was  put  into  thls 
reserve  at  the  end  of  the  budget year, 
June 30, mlslng  the  fund  balance  from 
s 178*uo to s 18?.+67. So even  though 
the budget ended at a defkit, the m e  
grew. 

Now  the  budget  commlttee  must 

6eCaUSetheS6Ahsdadeficltof 

At the end of the lQ63-84 budget  year ' 

:thersa+asbud@ttocovertheencu~ 
branccscenledoverortorequirebud- 
get 'managers to handle  the  encum- 
brances  in the& current  budget  wlth no 
addltloiral help. 

&xording  to Mackintosh, "FUght now 
wemaUyarenotbok ingat~SshsrBOo 
ddicit a s . @  maJor pmbkm.'pdmarlly 

, because We have a e fund balance 
~e)dS17a+raoo . . thappenad 
was that not all the  money had been 
spent at the end of the budstt year. 

' T h e r e  had b a n  money set aade (the 
encumbrances) waltlng for  all@ the bllls 
to come In  and them It would have  been 
spent." 

6ut  Mackintosh  added, "This year  we 
have  some  potential  problems.  The  nor. 
mal  procedure  would be to take  the 
money  out  of  the  reserve  and  move it 
Over to this  years  budget.  That  may be 
In fact what wlll happen  again.  The 
ploMems are that  this  years  budget  was 
budgeted  at a S 1Q.oOo deficit,  meaning 
that our expected  revenue was S I9,ooO 
less than  what  we  expect  to spend." 

According to former  Executive  Coun. 
cll  ViceChaInnan AI Rooks. this  defkit 
resulted  from  funding a new  wrestling 
program,  increased  budget  requests 

" 

from  exrstrngstudent oganitatlons, and 
lessrevenueasaresultddecteased 
enrollment. (S a A monies come from a 
fee paw by  students  when  they regis 
ter). 

Mackintosh added, "We had a SS,ooO 
shodall In  expected  revenue t N s  year. 
the major poMem In our $~,ooO defkit. I 
was surprised to learn that  the  money 
was not forwarded along with the bud- 
st. 

This deficit budget  request was ap 
proved  by  the  Resident  of Hlghllne Cos- 
I*. Dr. Shlrley  Gotdon,  and  the Board 
of Trustees, basad on the  condltion  that 
it be a one time  only  occurrence. 

Another  condltion  for the acceptance 
of  the  budget was that a study  be  con- 
ducted  thls year to  establlsh some fund- 
Ing priorities If as a result  of  the  study 
the S and A budget  has  to  cut SlQ.oOo. 
then  Mackintosh  fears  they  would  have 
to  cut  some  programs. He added  that It 
was because  they  were  not  ready  to  do 
that  thb  year  that  they requested unpaid 
bllls be transferred  to  thls year's budget. 
allowlng  the  budget  committee  time  to 
begin discussions on how  to  deal  with 
the  deficit.' 

"We  have a large -we, so we  have 
some freedom  to  do  thls".  Mackintosh 
added . **If we  would  have  pald  for all of 

our Mus, then  our  fund  balance  would 
have  dlmlnlshed  from S I t 8 . 0 0 0  to 
S168,ooo. Then U we stayed  within  our 
budget  agaln this year  with a SIQ.ooo 
deficit,  then  we  would be down  to 
$14Q.W."  

Mother problem compounding  the 
situation are plans to expand  the stu- 
dent  lounge  and  actlvitles  building, 
bullding a The  problem atlses from  the 
budget committee's desi= to use the 
reserve, 01 fund balance, monies to  do 
this.  Mackintosh stated that if they  begin 
to  dlg  deeper  Into reserve funds, It gives 
them less money to  expand  the  building 

"It isn't  falr  for  our S and A budget 
members to have  to pay (with  their 
reserve  budget)  for last year's  expendl- 
tures  when  they  thought  they  had  spent 
the  money already. especially  when 
they  had  plans  on  the  expanslon of 
building 8. But  we  may  decide  to go 
ahead  and  spend  the  money  out  of  our 
reserve budget  and Just bite  the  bullet. I t  
is hard  to  say  what  the  councll yill do: 

The S a A budget  committee is coma 
posed of  four  students  from  student 
government:  Neal  Allen,  David Lee. AI 
pmks, and  Ginny  Hansen.  There  are 
also two faculty  members, Ed Morrls 
SeeSaA-3 
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Expansion of parking 
gives students space 
by LWKCAS hlC1X)NALL) 

I%r)ung a vehiclc-  has  never  been a 
bright  spot  in  most  students'  days  at 
Highline,  but  with  thc  expansion  over 
the  summer of the  south  lot. it may be a 
bit  easier  now. 

Approxinratclp 1 12 spjts were crc*. 
atcd tby ttrc  construction.  that  officially 
k g i l r  1 June' 1 5  and was Icntativcly corn. 
pkted on  Sept. 15. ,%me  minor  work 
still remains  on  the  lot.  but  Dirt.?ctor of 
Facilities  and  Oprations  Phil sell was 
very  pleased  with  the  way  the  contrac- 
tors trandkd  the  maim  undertaking. 

"They  (the  contractors)  starttvl  the job. 
and  didnot  stop  until it was  very  nearly 
completed:'  said .Sell. **Uninterrupted 
construction  doesn't  always hapwn. SO 
I am  happy  with  the  way it  turned  oul." 

The  total  amount of student  parWnf3 
spots now  stands  at 1,363. including  the 
spaces  provided  by  the  Midway  Drive- 
In.  Since  the  expanded  portion  of  the  lot 
was in a primarily  student  area.  faculty 
and  staff  parking  availability  remains  the 
same.  The  total  number o f  on  campus 
spots  for  students  and  staff is now  at 
I ,7 17. T h e  figures  from  the  office o f  
Campus  security Chief, Jack  Chapman. 

The  cost of the  project  was a seem. 
ingly  high s 1 0 8 . W .  but  as .c;Cll ex. 
plained.  that  included  the  induction of 

sonre  long  needed  paved  walkways 
around  the  campus,  and a small park- 
ing lot  for  ttw  auto  strop. 

"The  money  also  went  to  the  making 
of some pav4 pathways  throughout  the 
campus.  including  the  Performing lvts 
Center.  and a driveway  leading  from 
the  front of the  Student  Center  to  the 
entrance of the  Artist  Lecture  Sld&" 
That will give  anybody  performing  there. 
particularly  musicians a place  to  bring 
equipment  more  easily  to  the  building 
Various  other  spots  were  provided  with 
pathways also." Sell explained. 

The  money  for  the  project  was pro 
vided  by  the  Parking  Lot  Fund.  in  exist- 
ence  since  Highline's  opening  in 1 9 6  1. 
m e  fund  comes  from  parking f e e s  ac- 
cumulated  since  that  time.  but a pottion 
was  needed  every  year for maintenance 
of the  lots.  "That  includes  painting  of  the 
space  lines  and  repairing of curbs." Sell 
f?Oted. 

: W W y  the  biggest  benefit of the  pro 
jcct  was  thc  installation of new  entran. 
ces  for  the  south  lot.  located e a s t  and 
west of the  original  etrtrance/exit. 

'The two  sets of entrances  were  put 
in, because the c,riginal set  up  was  poten. 
tially  hazardous."  explained Sell. "Cars 
were  going  in  and  coming  out  at  the 
Same place,  and  that  was  dangerous. 
Now there  are  two  entrances. and the 
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Sell  also  noted  that  the east  entrance 
will be a help  to  the  Metro bus drivers, 
who  before  had a difficult  time  navigate 
ing  the  sharp  turn  to  the  bus  stop. 

When  asked  about  possible  further 
expansion of Highline's  parking  lots, Scll 
stored.  "There  really  Isn't  anywhere  else 
to  expand  because  people  are  walking 
a long  way  to  the campus as it  is." 

Chapman's  office  and Sell both  en. 
couraged  students  to  utilize  the  Midway 

"Many  people  don't  know  about  the 
parking  over  there,"  said ScU. -1'think it's 
easier  to  walk  from  Midway.  than  from 
the  south or north  lots.  which  both  have 
uphill  paths  to  the  campus." . 

The  spokesperson  from  chapman's 
office  noted  that  the fee is the  same  'for 
parking  at  the  drive-in  as i t  is for  the  lots 
on  campus.  Parking  permits  are  avail- 
able  at  the  Campus  Security  Office  in 
t3Idg. 6. 

The HCC Events  Board is sponsoring 
hiking trip on  Saturday  October 13 to 
unrise  on  Mt.  Rainier.  Transportation 
rill LK' by  school  van  at a cost of S4.50 
L'I person. 
This is your  opportunity  to  get some 

Kercise.  pick  some  huckleberries,  take 
ictures.  make  new  friends  or  just  relax 
nd  enjoy  the  outdoors. 

Interested  persons  from  Highline. 
ireen  River.  and  South  Seattle  Commun. 
y colleges  are  invited  to go. If you  are 
rterested call Adua  Desimone,  Recrea. 
on  Chairperson.  at 878-37 10, ext. 537 or 
isit bldg 8. rm. 20 1. 

0 0 0  

The  Veterans  Administration  has 
iome suggestions  to  help  students  avoid 
jelays  in  their VA education  payments. 

If the  initial  payment  for  the  school 
erm  has  been  delayed.  the  student 
ihould  check  with  the  school  to  find o u t  
he  date  the  enrollment  certificate w a s .  

ient  to  the VA Generally,  payments  are 
eleased the first of each  month  for  the 
)receding mnth. At least  four  weeks 
bhouid be allowed  from  the  date  the 
=hod sent  the  cenification  to  the VA 
=fore  an  education  check can be ex. 
Xxted. 

If an  advance  payment  check Is ex 
nxttad. the  student  must sign a written 
quest through  the school and It should 
x certain no overpayment is outstand- 
ng If an  overpayment exists, cunent 
xnefits  are  withheld  until  the  overpay 
nent is covered  by  the  VA. 

For  further  information  there  are toll 
Free numbers  in  the  government  list- 
ngs of your  phone book. 

If  you  are  getting  rcady  for  the  holi- 
days  ahead  you  will be interested in the 
food, wine  and  crafts  festival to be held 
in the  Tacoma  Dome  on  October 2528. 

Over 300 exhibits  from  around  the 
northwest  will be featured in the  festival 
as well as a wide  selection  and  variety 
of holiday aft items  and  specialty  foods 
for  the  coming  season. 

~ollday displays  creating a Fantasy 
land type setting will be highlighted  by 
a 75foot chrlstmas tree suspended from 
the  ceiling. A celebrity  cook  off  and kit. 
chen  auctbn  wlll  also  benefit  the Mary 
midge Children's Health Center. 

~ormorceinforma~crxltact~nne 
Cohn at 232-7765 or 455-3079, 

The Thunderword was  recently 
h o ~ b y t h e ~ t e d "  
with an  NI.hmerican  rating  for the pass 
academic year. The paper has mceived 
this distlnctiosl numerous times over the 
past several years. 

The Thunderword is now compedng 
in a regional  competltlon  of  western 
states.  including  Washington.  Oregon 
and California. If the  TnundewoKl  wins 
in  the  regional  competition.  then it will 
be placed  in a national  competition. 

0 0 .  

Do the  words wine making put a smile 
on your  face? If so ;he  Pacific  Science 
Center is having a seminar on the sci- 
ence  of  wine.  Members of the  Endogi. 
cal !Society of the Pacific Northwest  have 
compiled  this  lecture  on  the  science of 
wine  making.  and will include  demon- 
strations  into  how  wine is made.  Wine 
tastings of 6 varieties  per  session  will 
also  accompany  the  lectures. 

Registration is now in progress, so 
call the  Science  Center  at 38244 12. 

0 . 0  

Transportation Fact: Nearly 9000 
vehicles  cross  Scattlc's  floating  bridges 
during  the  morning  rush  hour.  Doubling 
up in a carpol or v a n p l  can  save  you 
time and headaches. Call Metro  <:onre 
muter Pool. your  ridesharc  matchmaker 
at 6254500 for  frec  ddematctr  assistance. 

Applications  are  now  being  taken  for' 
the  National  Wildlife  Federations  EnViF 
onmental  Conservation  Fellowships  and 
Publication  Award  programs  for  the 
1 9 8 e 8 S  academic  year. 

Grants of up to $4.000 for Consern. 
tion  Fellowships  and  cash  awards  up  to 
$2500 for publication  awards  are  offered. 

Applications  are  available  by  writing 
Executive  vice  Resident.  Conservation 
Fellowship/RJWcation Award PfOgtamS 
National  wildlife  Federation, I 4 12 16th 
St,  N.W,  Washington, DC 20036. 

0 . .  

v wghllne has passed up  the chance 
Administrator  of Veteranl Affalrs to become a city. as was  evident in the 

Harry N. Walters  announced pbns to elcctlon resdts of the primary election 
expand  the  Veterans  Adminiamtion's held September 18. 
succesful OutRach mrn for Vietnam If the issue had passed, the  unincor- 
~ r a  Veterans on September, 13. porated  'areas of King county  would 

Wlth  the slgning by  the  President of have  become  the  newest and fourth 
an appropriations bill that provides fund- lam city in the state. 
ingand hiring  authority  far  the programs The proposd dty of Highhe would 
expansion, Walt- saM that  VA is Imme have included Burien, White center and 
diately  ready with plans toopen 52 new  the areas sunpunding  Seattle Tacoma 
Veteran  Counseling  Centers  and other intcrnatrOnal- having roughly the 
satellites. sameboundariesastheHlghllnescnod 

Dlstdct. It WOuId have c o v e r e d , s o m e  2s 
quare mUes and had apopulatlon od 

0 . .  nearlyasthousand. 

Highline College offers  many  courses 
in  computers.  Help  yourself  get a lump 
on  the  fast  paced  world  of  computing 
by  enrolling  in  any  one of many  of  the 
cdlege's computer  instructional  classes: 
Business  Computer  science;  Continuing 
education:  Data  processing;  Economla; 
Engineering  Journalism:  Library;  Mathe. 
matics:  Medical  assistant:  office  occupa- 
tions  Printing  Respiratory  therapy;  Social 
science;  Telecommunications.  and  Trans 
ponation 

For  more  information on any of these 
classes  contact a counselor  in  Bldg 6 

For video  and  televtsion careel 
minded  people.  the  JVC  Campany c 
America is announcing an opponuniq 
for  national  recognitlon  in a professione 
video  competltlon. 

The  annual  competition  features  fou 
categories:  Communications,  Training 
Promotion/Merchandising  and L o c a  
Cable  Ptoduction. 

JVC will offer  tuition  scholarships il 
sums of $2000. S lo00 and Ssoo respec 
tively. 

For  more  information  contact thc 
video  hotline  at  area code (2 12) 29e522E 
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STAFF OPINION 
Candidates use meetings for political gains 

Last week for  the first time  in  four 
years. high  ranking  soviet  and Us. 
officials  met  in  an  attempt  to brldge 
the  ever  widening  gap  between  the 
two superpowers. 

However,  with  the  election  little 
more  than a month  away,  questions 
should be raised about  the  motives 
and  sincerity  on  the  part  of  our  presi. 
dent and his  competition.  Walter 
Mondalc. 

Although it is understandable  that 
both  candidates  would  like  to  collect 
some  political  brownie  pdnts  at  this 
stage  of  their  campaigns.  these  super- 
ficial  gains  should  not be attained  at 
the  expense of destroying  the possl. 
bility  of  meaningful  dialogue  in  the 
future. 

In light  of  the  circumstances.  we 
can  hardly  blame  the  Soviet  foreign 
minister  Andrei  Gromyko  for  not  tak. 
ing  these  talks  too  seriously. & an 
integral  part  of  U.S.6oviet  relations  for 
the p a s t  4 1  years.  Gromyko  has  "seen 
it all"  (ten  elections)  when it comes  to 
political  gamesmanship  on  the  part 
of  presidential  cand@ates. 

Considering  the sensitive nature  of 
foreign  relations,  President  Reagan 
should  draw a line  between his 
campaigning  and  his  duties as pres 
ident. No foreign  ambassador. or the 
American  people, will give  any  sub 
stance to  anything he says  one  month 
before  elections.  His  attempt  to  make 
contact  with  the  Soviets  at  this  time 
can  only  be  seen  by  all  involved as a 
crass  pohtcal  move. 

we question  the  motives  of Rea- 
gan's  counterpart  as  well.  Before  and 
during  these  talks.  Walter  Mondale 
has  been  about as subtle as one of 
Joan  River's  monologues In a sincere 

attempt  of  "can  you  top  this",  Mon- 
dale  scheduled  an  appointment  with 
Gromyko the day before Reagan's 
meeting  with  him.  The  Democratic 
candidate is =plus  points  down  in 
the polls. Thls ultimately  shows  that 
the  commercial  stating  "Mondale/ 
Fenam.  they're  fighting  for our future". 
can  actually be translated  to  say: 
"Mondale/Fenarro.  they're  fighting for 
their  lives." 

It has  become  obvious  to us that 
candidates  in  the 80's feel  the  foreign 
policy arena is nothing  more  than a 

means  of  attracting  media  attention. 
For example, Jesse Jackson's  nip  to 
Cuba,  and  his  retrieval  of  Lt. Robert 
Goodman  from  Syria  come  to  mind. 
Although  these  were  successfui ven 
tures.  we  wonder if any  effort  would 
have  been  made  had  Jackson  not 
been  running for the  Democratic 
nomination. 

Electioneering  in  general is pretty 
scary. If our  elected  officials  and can 
didates  can  oniy  convey  an  image of 
superfkial  concern  about global prob 
lems  every  four  years,  then  our  cred- 

ibility  as a nation  and as a people will- 
be undermined.  Secretary  of  State 
George Schultz  summed it up  when 
he  stated. "we can't  break a fouryear 
barrier  over  one  lunch." 

How  our  foreign allks and adver. 
saries perccivc  our  intentions and 
aspirations is nothing less than critr. 
cal. If our  government  officals only 
show "real" concern  in  an t f i e c t m t ~  
year.  and  then  forget  about ttrc. l i t ;  1 
that  there  are  other  pcwple on t h s  
planet  for three more  years. II dcwsr!'t 
put  forth  an  image  of the knevolcw 
superpower  we are supposed 10 t w  
A reputation is built  by  cons~sttmt 
efforts  and  results.  Shallow  promises 
and  discussion  of  the  arms  race  over 
lunch  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  in  an 
election  year is not  our  idea  of  con- 
structive  behavior.  Everybody  who 
counts.  and  even  some  who  don't, 
will see that  very  little, if anything  at 
all.  will  come  of  talks  before  the  elec- 
tion. This is not  to  say  that  we  feel 
that  these  talks  are  completely use. 
less. After  four  years  of  silence.  any 
sign  of a thaw  in  U.S..Soviet  relations 
is encouraglng  But  not  now.  Both  the 
Soviet  and  American  governments 
would  do  better if they  let  the  elec. 
tion  year  dust  settle  before  they try to 
pick  up  the  dirt. 

This WUK the  Thunderword will 
once agoin be uccepthg letter's  to 
the  editor. Anyone wishing to give 
feedback on a specvic editorial, air 
grleull7nCes or make a comment about 
HCC in general should  bring  their let- 
tefW 1 0  Bldg. JO. Rm. 105 on or before 
the deadlines stated below. utrem 
should be kept  to a 300 word maxi. 
mum. 

LECTURE NOTES 

-Path of education. is cause for concern 
~y LINDA BAKER 

Educational 
excellence is an 
issue  this  year. 

of the  bumper  sticker  maxim "If you 
think  education is expensive. try ig- 
norance" Is kcoming mom apparent 
to  everyone as America  struggles  to 
compete  in  an  increasingly  sophisti- 
cated  workl. 

we have  become maware of one 
of the basic tenets  underlying our free 
publk education sysern that a wdb 
functioning  democracy  demands a 
welleducated.  discerning  and critical 
populace. 

This  awareness  has.brought  tears 
of  joy  and  visions  of.  full  pockets  to 
educators  everywhere. who imagine 

mote  pub&  support for education will 
automatically  translate  into m r e  dol. 
lars spent  on it. benefitting  everyone. 
I'm  not so sure.  There  are  indications 
that  any money spent  might be spent 
on  fewer people in fewer tkMs 

A major sign I see of this is the 
move  to  prlvate  schools.  Once  the 
exclusive  domain of the  wealthy,  pri. 
vate schools are  increasingly  becom- 
ing  the  choke of middle  class  people 
concerned  wlth  the  qualilty of instruc. . 
tion  in  the  public  schools.  disgruntled 
with  busing or fearful  of  the  compan- 
ions and class  environment  their kids 
will find  in  the pubk schools. 

This  abandonment of publk edu 
catlon  affects  the  schools  at  least  two 
ways-enrdlment goes  down  and 
funding tied to it decreases accord- 
ingly  and the group  that  was  loudest 
in demandlng  educational  quality 
and most able  to lend time.  talent 
and votes  toassure It disappears. The 

. result fa those who remain.  the  lower 
middle  and  lower  classes,  could be a 
second  classeducatlon. 

This  trend  can be reversed  only if 
the  publk as a whole.  both  those  who 
have kids in public  schools  and  thuse 
who  do  not. will support  highquality 
public  education.  even if expensive. 
Yet  the  current  national  administra. - 

. tion  favors  tuition tax credits for prl- 
vate  education  over incnased spend- 
ing  on  public  institutions. Because 
these  credits  won't  cover  the  com- 
plete cost  of  private  tuition. and 
because not  everyone  can  take  ad- 
vantage of tax credits. many  people 
won't be able to use them.  and  the , 

government will be spending  money 
to  benefit  fewer  people. 

This problem could  be compound- 
edifeducationalexceknceLsdefined 
too  narrowly.  The cuffint concern . 
about  education Is largely rooted in 
fears  that America will  not be able to. 
competeintelkctuallyorcornmerciab 
ly.  These fears could translate  into 
emphasis  on  fields  which  directly 
support  scientlfk and commercial 
enterprise.  such  as  mathematics. 
natural  sciences  and  comwters.  at 

the  expense  of  the social sciences. 
liberal  arts  and  humanities. 

This  trend is apparent in calls  for 
more  science  and  math  teachers. in 
support  for  higher salaries for  teachers 
in technical  fields.  'and  in  increasing 
expenditure  for  technology  like  com- 
puters  rather  than  traditional  material 
and  supplies.  When  new  proyams 
are  added to  curricula  today.  they  are 
usually technically". When  exist- 
ing  programs  are  dropped, it's usu- 
ally because they  are  thought  to be 
outdated or irrelevant  to  our increas 
ingly  technical  society. 

I don't  mean  to  suggest  that  there 
is no  need  for  technical  and scientific 
education or that  there ls no  role  for 
pfivate schock I am only concerned 
that we rlsk  deflning  educational  ex- 
cellence  too  narrowly  in  our  eager. 
ness to address  deficiencies.  Let  us 
not  forget  that a comerstone  of  our 
democracy is universal  and  diverse 
educational  opportunities  not  educat. 
inrta  few  in only a few  disclWwzs 

PaDers' fa te 

The editorial 
page  in most 
newspapers is 
for the  most  part 
used  to  express 
the  opinions of 
the  specinc pee 
ple  wdting  on  the 
staff  of a partlcu 

~ lar  publication. 

emhip abws a publication  to  either 
sink or swim,  and it seems to me that 
their voices represent  that  entire  read- 
ership.  whUe  an  editorliallsrs reprcs 
ens just  hlmself. or a newspaper staff. 

Sure.  lettets to  the  editor  are  nice. 
They  allow  readers an opportunity  to 
give  feedback  on  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed  by  that  one  person or staff In 
a given  Issue.  But  often  times it took 

service  to its readers. and unks that 
clrculatlon is contdbuting  wlth its own 
bellefs  then  the opinkms wlll continue 
to be biased to  the  staff or writer 
involved. 

That's  why I am  asking all readers 
to  think  about  somethlng  on or may 
be even off campus  that  really  bugs, 
pleases or just  fascinates  them.  Then 
put it into typed form. and try  to  make 

m This is @od, but it b also  bad. that  editorial  to  make  the  perSon(s1 it no  more  than so0 words. Bring it 

depends On ally  have a pretty  keen sense of  how  Why  not have  the  readership  repres 10. Rm. 10s. and  we  will try to pub 
It is good because journalists  usus  think  in  the first p k e  about  the  issue.  into  the Thundenuord office  at Bldg, 

Why  not let the  readership  have  Don't  wony if you  have  little or no readersh i have a talent for mawpulating  jargon 
to  exp- themselves in words.  They  entatlon  start  at  square  one?  lish it, 

nallst  writinfl it every  time.  The  read-  from  the  writer.  But a newspaper is a Thunderword 

A In a *manner  that is sultable for the 
reader.  It's good because they  also 
have  usually  exposex!  themselves  to 
a broad scope of topics,  and  other 
opinions  on  those  topics  too. 

Ekrt i t  is bad for the  obvious  reason 
that  the  opinionts)  expressed are from 
one  thinking  mind. In other  words, it 
is one  staff  member or freelance  jour 

their  hand in on  the  editorial  page 
when it originates  instead  of  just  glv. 
ing  them  the  chance  to  express  their 
sour/sweet grapes about a piece  that 
one  person  wrote.? 

I'm not  trying  to  take  anything 
away from  feedback. I t  is an essen 
rial  part  of  opinion  pages.  because it 
shows  that  thoughts  wcre  aroused 

previous  wrlttng  experience. I or one 
of  our  staff  members cap sit down 
wlth  you  and  get  your  opinion  pretty 
enough  for  print.  After all this paper 
is yours.  We  just  put  the  darn  thing 
toegethen 

Thank  you, 
Duncan R McDonald 

Managing Bditor 
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