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"Teachers' main pri-
ority should be to
educate. I'd cross
the picket line.”

-John Mc Kindley
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HCC Board of Trustees
to seek an injunction

Heidi Vangesen-Morman
Statt Writer

Highline Communtiy Col-
lege Board of Trustees voted
unanimously to ask the attomey
general to seck an injunction
Thursday moming.

The board’s decision was
made as partof a“‘Crisis Action
Plan” created by the trustees
and the administration 10 out-
line the actions they would take
should the strike become immi-
nent. The board delegated fur-
ther responsibilities regarding
the injunction to President Ed
Command. State Jaw requires
the board 10 file the injunction
orany othercourt order through
the atomey general’s office.

Tom Nixon, chairperson for
the board, said he understands
the frustrations leading to the
strike and supports the motives
behind it. However, state law
forbids community college
teachers to strike, he said. “A
similarsituation would be apoor
person robbing a7-Eleven. You
can understand their frustration
but you could not condone it,”

Nixon said.

According to Nixon, the
board has a duty to kecp classes
going. Legally, the college must
remain open for the primary
purpose of offering cffective
cducational services to its stu-
dents. Nixon added that al-
though everyone is affected,
there is not a 100 percent com-
pliancc with the strike.

Nixon serves as chairman
from July 1, 1990, until June
30, 1991. The govemor “hires
and fires” Nixon and the other
trustees, who primarily are re-
sponsible to the governor.

"We expect to have
classes...”

-Tom Nixon

Command said the college
will be open Monday as sched-
uled. “We expecttohaveclasses
and all other operations func-
tioning as near to normal as
possible if a strike becomes a
reality,” he indicated.
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Becky Bonus
Sports Editor

When students show up for
classes on Monday, thcy can
expect to find that perhaps half
of their instructors won’t be on
campus to tecach. Some of them
will be picketing, some going
to Olympia, some¢ communi-
cating to faculty, the media, and
the community.

Members of the Highline
Community College Educa-
tional Association voted last
quarter to support a strike in an
attempt to persuade the legis-
lature to increase educational
funding. HCEA members voted
a second time on Wednesday.
According to Linda Baker,
sccretary of the HCEA, 90
ballots were tumed in from
approximately 100 union

members who were eligible to

vote. Out of this number, 65
votedin favorof the strike while
25 voiced against. Of the 65 who
okaycd the strike, 17 voted for
atwo-day strike whilc 48 chosc
five days with a daily asscss-
ment.

Picketers will be out at six
different campus locations
starting at 6:30a.m.on Monday.
Shifts will be set up for those
who choose to show their sup-
port by carrying signs untilnoon
each day. There will be a bus
going to Olympia at 10:00 a.m.
An evening shift for picketers
will start at 5:30 p.m. Tony
Wilson is the picket captain and
will be able to help anyone who
is interested in being involved.

The HCEA wants students
toknow thatteachersdon’t want
tostrike but that they do feel the
students deserve a quality edu-
cation and people of the com-

HCEA votes five days

munity do deserve an opporu-
nity to atttend a community
collcge.

Nancy Lennstrom, presi-
dent of HCEA, said the unioniis
asking that no onc “give the
people here a bad time, that is
rule numberone.” She stressed
that this is an informational
strike simply to inform the
public about the current educa-
tional dilemma.

The HCEA has been asking
instructors who are teaching or
coming oncampus Monday not
1o penalize the students who
choose to support the strike and
not cross the picket line.

Dr. Ed Command, presi-
dent of HCC, said that he sup-
ports what the unionis trying to
do and will attend the rally on
Friday in Olympia. But, “We
donotsupportthe strike because
itis illegal,” he said.

Ryan Anderson
Staff Writer

A strike of Highline Col-
lege faculty will begin Mon-
day, April 22. The other com-
munity colleges expected to
participate are Spokane and
Skagit Valley Community col-
leges. Bellevue Community
College, which initially sup-
ported the strike, is (as of press
time) undecided on whether to
participate in the strike.

As aresult of the union vote
Wednesday, HCC’s Board of
Trustees voted yesterday for
an injunction against HCC'’s
participating faculty. Accord-
ing to legal counscl, the attor-
ncy gencral’s office has de-
clared that a strike is illegal;
therefore, the illegality of the

Faculty risk civ
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strike could impose penalties
on several Highline faculty, in-
cluding Nancy Lennstrom,
president of the Highline Col-
lege Education Association.

But punishment for those
who are participating and try-
ing to improve the quality of
education in this state is worth
the sacrifice, Lennstrom said.

“We understand that with
civil disobedience comes pun-
ishment, and we are willing to
take the responsibility for our
actions,” Lennstrom said. Many
HCC teachers, including
Christiana Taylor, agree.

“Civil disobedience is ap-
propriate when nothing else is
working,” Taylor, director of
drama, said.

Others like Bill Hoffman,
who tcaches writing, agree on
the causc but disagree on the
tactics. He suggested teachers

il dsobeiec

go into the classroom but not
teach.

“When we withdraw our-
selves from the classroom, the
emphasis is out of the class-
room,” Hoffman said. “When
the issue here is the quality of
education, itis easierto make it
in the classroom than out,” he
said.

“There has been absolutely
no moving at all towards in-
creasing the level of education
in this state,” HCEA Vice-
President Allan Walton said.
“We will fight thiskind of batue
every year if something is not
done.”

Walton is asking students
to join faculty in Olympia for a
protest rally Friday at 2 p.m.and
Saturday at 8:30a.m. Headded
that students would havc to fol-
low the two full buscs in their
own automobiles.

. 4
Photo by Dan Schuitz
Nancy Lennstrom, HCEA President, explains Highline faculty’s reasons for threatening a
strike in a meeting of the Board of Trustees last week.
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Pcople take college tcach-
crsforgranted. They arc, with-
out a doubt, onc of our most
accessary assets.  Certain
people reading this may say,
“Ycah, but we pay their sala-
ries.” You're right, we do pay
them; but if nobody wanted to
tcach us, we'd all be working
50hoursaweck at Vern's Con-
cretc Mixing and Bowl-O-
Rama, with no more intelli-
gence than a cow.

Theissuc hereis betteredu-
cation for all. Though one of
the rcasons the tcachers are
striking, in pan, is for salary
increases, it cannot be argued
that they don’tdeserveit. What
they would like to see is an
increase in funding per student
tobetterenrich astudent’s edu-
cation. Afterall,acommunity
college is essentially meant for
the students. If it weren’t for
community colleges, some of
us might never make it to a
larger state university. And if
we wanted a less personal and
more robotic leaming experi-
ence we would all be attending
classes with 150 other students
and hearing feedback from in-
structorsonly after you get your
big red “F”’ on your latest phi-
losophy paper with the com-
ment, ' You’re capable of more
than this.” Some of us appre-
ciate the level of personal at-
tention we receive herc at
Highline because it presents a
more friendly atmosphere in
which to leamn.

Also, if education is such a
low priority in this country,
why docs any real good job
require acollege degree of some
kind? Our professors have
chosen to take a path of greater
expansion of mind, instead of
bowing to the almighty dollar,
They devote their lives to in-
creasing our knowledge, while
they themsclves also get plea-
sure in knowing there are less
ignorant people in the world.
They also do occasionally like
to eat.

The budget cut proposed
by the State Legislature is un-
acceptable to any community
college student. It would mean
larger class sizes, a poorer se-
lectionof available courses. and
anotherincrease in tition. In-
stead of taking money out of
the educationbudgetto putinto
state programs such as wel-
farc, we could educate a few
morc people and maybe keep
somebody off the streets or an-
otherunwed motheroffof food
stamps by increasing the allure
of our colleges.

As for those teachers who

Mixed feelings about strike

don’t wantto walk: that’s your
choice, but please understand
the reasons yourcollcaguesare
striking and be kind to them.
The teachers of this state
are going out on a limb for
Washington’s futurc and they
descrve our support. Sure the
strike is going to be a tempo-
rary inconvenience for many
parents who rely on daycare
for their children. Sure it's
goingto be hard. But thiscoun-
try has gone tocxcesstoomany
times in the past 10 years,
squandering the future for the
sake of those in the present.
Don’t let this happen with your
education. Support the strike.

Marc Broderick
Staff Writer

With the impending strike
looming over Highline like a
blustering mass of confusion,
allow meto play the devil's (or
politician’s) advocate and frolic
in the shadowy light of skepti-
cism.

You must realize that it’s
anything but aglorified position
to take an opposing stand to
what has gencrally become a
Juest forimprovement in edu-
cation. But, I feel it necessary
10 question the true motives
lurking hekind any possibility
of strike.

It’s a hard-hitting fact that
across this great state of ours,
under the proposcd budgeting,
community colleges arc being
finacially slapped across the
facc. This is nothing new.

Cutbacks have bccome a
common occurrence for com-
munity colleges over the past
10 ycars. So why wait until
now to fight back?

Onc possiblility might be
that educators arc coming off a
two-ycar period in which they
reccived pay raises incxcess of]|
10 percent, whereas now they
will receive salary increases of|
only 4 percent this year, 3.5
percent next year. This leads
metobelicvethatiftheteachers
had beenoffercd alargersalary
incrcasc they might have been
content to let other pressing
cducational concerns simmer
on the back bumer.

The teachers that are strik-
ing seem confidently self-jus-
tified in their actions, though I
find this difficult to substanti-
ate when the educators of this
state do not stand united onthis
matter. According to the
Washington Education Asso-
ciation, as of April 17 only
four of the 27 community col-
leges in Washington state had
voted to strike. These schools
were Bellevue Community
College, Spokane Community
College, Skagit Valley College,
and Highline. Furthermore, 1
have neither seen norheard any
affirmation from the commu-
nity that reinforces or justifies
a strike.

The consensus among those
teachers planning to strike is
the reassurance that this whole
ignominious ordeal is being
staged for my benefit and that
of the other students. I begto
differ. Students are the ones
being inconvenienced. Noone
came to us and asked what we
thought should be done. We
were not offered the opportu-
nity to vote on whetherornot a
strike should be implemented.
Yet, we are the most greatly
affected by astrike. We are the
ones losing out on our educa-
tion.

I cannot deny the alatming
rate in which state spending
has been detracted from the
commitment to better educa-
tion. Over the past 10 years
educational funding has
dropped from 50 percent of the
state’s budget down to 45 per-
cent. However, blame cannot
be placed on the shoulders of]
thelegislature. Weare theones
who, until now, have sat idly
by allowing this to happen.

Maybe it is long overdue
for something to be done about
the deteriorating state of our
cducational system. Maybcit’s
toolate. Wemay soon find out.
At any rate, I side with what
Dan Yonmans of Gov. Booth
Gardner’s office said. “We
just think thisisthe wrong tactic
at the wrong time for the right
cause,” Youmans said.
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Carrie Rios

“Ithink theyneed to
strike. I think maybe they
should have done this in the
fall, because obviously too
many things are crucial at
this point in students' lives
this far in the game: gradu-
ation, transitions to univer-
sities and moving plans.”

David Park

“I think the legisla-
tors have to stop paying lip
service and put their money
where theirmouths arc. What
everhappenedtothe govenor’s
education emphasis?"

Sandra Clevenger

“Ithink that the legis-
lators need to pay attention to
the schools as faras class sizes
and funding for programs. I'm
obviously not coming if
classes are cancelled.”
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Do you support

the pending teachers'
strike and what are you
going to do about it?

APRIL 19, 1991

Kirk Campbell

“I don't think it will
do any good. The legisla-
ture knows they are cnly
going to strike for a week.
This is my last quarter here,
so I still plan to go to
class.”

John Mc Kindley

“Teachers' main
priority should be to edu-
cate. I'd cross the picket
line. I'd bitch at them all
the way across.”

Kellie Fagan

*“I don’t think they
should go along the lincs of
not giving us credit or not
remembering uvs. 1 don’t
like their tactics person-
ally.”

Claud Mann, -
Television Production
instructor

“I can see their objec-
tives; it seems it has gotten
worse... Irespectthem. Iwon’t
cross the picket line.”

Jowell Moser

“It will hurt the stu-
dentsinthelong run, suchas
grades will be affected and
lost days, but I still support
the strikers.”

Randy Rios

“I'm graduatinginthe
spring. 1hope | can graduate
on tme, but I also think o
strike is the only way any-
thing will get done about the
moncy situation.”

Eric Ferrell

“I'll back them up
by not showing up 1o
classes.™

Debra Loynes

“l would like to
see smaller classrooms so
the students can get more
one-on-one attention.”

Jonathan Turner

“I think as many
students as can should go
to Olympia and show their
support. The education
budget cuts affect me as
muchasthe teachers. Isec
them as fighting for my
cause t00.”

Gary Nelson,
Production lllustration
instructor

“l think the strike
isa good thing. It brings in
the media to help commu-
nicate the situation that the
college finds itself in.”

Marshall Hendrix

“1 supporf the
strike. 1 will give all the
assistancethat ! ¢an, includ-
ing manning the picket line
with them.”
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As you may know, the
Highline Community Educa-
tion Association, the Faculty
Union, has voted to support the
multi-local strike against the
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time, if there is significant
progress inaddressing the prob-
lems facing both Higher Edu-
cation and K-12 today.

We do not want to strike.
We do think that you, our stu-
dents, deserve a quality educa-
tion. We also think the citizens
of our community deserve a
chance to attend our commu-
nity college, and should be able
toregisterforclassesthey need,
so that two-year education
doesn’t end up taking three or
four years.

We also feel our faculty
deserve decent salaries. We
make no apology for this. And

$10.00 per hour, 1-2 hours a week.
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* There are 25,000 fewer
people enrolled in Washington
community colleges today than
there were 10 years ago. One
recent analystindicated 75,000
people had been adversely af-
fected by lack of enrollment
opportunities in our state.

* The quality of your edu-
cationisdirectly influenced (in
part) by the level of funding
perfull time student. This year
Washington is 3%th in the na-
tioninthis category with a fund-
inglevel of $3,900 per student,
and in recent years we have
been as bad as 46th. The legis-
lature is proposing to make
some modest increases in en-
rollments (3,000-6,000), but
these new student positions will
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o the students of Highline
Community College:

be funded at well below our
alrcady low ratc — probably
between $2,200 and  $2,600.
For students, this means larger
classes, less cquipment (labs,
computers, cic.), fewer scr-
vices. It means you get a cut-
rate education.

* The salarics of your in-
structors are, on the average,
10 percent below thosc for
teachers in kindergaricn
through 12th grade, with com-
parable education and experi-
ence. Most of your instructors
would make at least $3,000
more teaching in K-12, many
asmuchas $7,000more. Many
of your instructors are “living
on the edge,” in spite of their
excellent qualifications and
many years of experience.

Inspite of this dismal record
of funding for community col-
leges, the state legislature at
this time is proposing to place
an additional $30-$70 million
in the state’s “rainy day” fund,
which already contains $250
million. That money would go
a long way toward solving the
funding problems for commu-
nity colleges.

We know that a strike will
inconvenience many of you.
We feel that the damage done
by a decade of neglect and no
prospect of changing that is
many times more serious. And
many of your faculty are will-
ing to put themselves on the
line and risk substantial loss of
pay, in order to try to stop the
mistreatment of students and
faculty by the legislature.

We ask that you understand
we do this because we care
about our students.

We ask for your support.
Please joinus, and support your
instructors in doing so.

We are all in this together.

Highline College Education
Association
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