Legislators discusfs;fygqihyg in June

Deena Anderson
Eeatures Editor

Classes are back to some
kind of normalacy for students
throughout the state, and the
Legislature is adjourned tem-
porarily. Legislators voted not
to call a special scssion now,
but to wait until June to discuss
education.

At a meeting April 23,
members of the Highline Col-
lege Education Association
(HCEA) voted unanimously to
end their three-day strike. Fac-
ulty retumned to classes April 24
because they felt they had ex-
plained their position suffi-
ciently to the Legislature
through media coverage. And
they were also concerned about
jeopardizing theirstudents’ edu-
cation.

In Seattle Superior Court
April 23, the lawyer for the At-
tomey General's office, Edwin
McCullough, wanted Judge
Noman W. Quinn to assess
finesoneachindividual striking
faculty member. The fines were
supposed to be $1,000 aday per
faculty member and $5,000 per
day against the HCEA and the
WEA (Westemn Education As-
sociation).

“I think the fines are way
out of order; they’re punitive,”

HCEA President Nancy
Lennstom said. *“The Attomey
General is trying t0 make an
cxample out of us.”

~ "(Being in Superior Court)
was sobering to feel the full
weight of the state come down
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on our heads,” HCEA Sccre-

tary Linda Baker said.

On Tuesday, April 22,
HCEA mcmbers had voted to
defy the injunction and contin-
ued to strike. Faculty contin-
ued picketing all entrances
which started Monday. Picket-

erskepthighspiritscventhough

their jobs were threatened.

The support from passersby |,

was positive for the most part,

although Dr. Stirling Larsen L.Z

said,"I'm now a classified
striker. I just got the finger.”
Defying the injunction “has
done us a lot of good,” Larsen
went on to say. ‘“There are two
mainreasons forthat: wedidn’t
£0 out on strike lightly and we
expected the injunction. Sec-
ond, we feel an obligation to
other associations who are out
on strike — Spokane Commu-

_nity College and Skagit. People

have got to catchon. Thisisa
statewide issue. The Legisla-
ture needs to act! “

Chair of the House Appro-
priation Committee, Rep. Gary
Locke, said in an address to
teachers April 22, “You people

Highline Community College President Ed Command
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visited HCC faculty at a rally for improving school
funding in Washington state institutions.

aren’t willing to fight for it
(educational reform), to vote
for it; so we’re not willing to
cut any place in the budget.”

Since the first day of the
walkout, Monday April 22,
‘HCC strikers made headline
news statewide. “The HCC
Board of Trustees said we
wouldn’t make the evening
news,” said Lennstrom. There
were reports that HCC made
national news on CNN.

HCC was the first Commu-
nity college to join the K-12

Craig Wical

Staff Writer

Mark May 13 on your cal-
endar to give blood at Highline
Community College. Theblood
drive will be held behind Bldg.
8 from 11 a.mto 5 p.m. People
who are interested in obtaining
more information on the pro-
cessof giving blood sho.:ld con-
tact John Acocks at 292-6514.

Van Bjorklund of the Puget
Sound Blood Centerreportsthat
46 people entered the winter
quarter blood drive, resulting in
a total of 46 pints donated.

““There are three components
of blood,” Bjorklund says,
“those being red cells, platclets
and plasma. Red cells and
plasma are used to increase the
volume of the blood; platelets
are used for clotting in surgery
and canbe vital. Soevery person
who donates blood saves the
lives of three people; it’s very
important. The whole process
of donatingis painless and takes
about 10 minutes.”

teachers in striking. Spokane
and Skagit Valley community
colleges joined the statewide
strike later. Spokane’steachers
received apositive reponse from
the judge: he denied injunc-
tion.

The official motion passed
by the HCEA stated: "Out of
respect for ourselves, our ad-
ministration and our students,
the faculty of HCC proudly goes
back to work tomorrow, re-

serving the right to take further |

action where appropriate.”

Highline to have blood
drive next week

The blood received goes to
all the hospitals in the Puget

Sound area and to all 11 coun- [

ties in Washington state, with
the exception of Pierce County,
which has its own blood donor
program.

A pint of blood is extracted
if the donor is in good health.
“All blood finally received is
completely . pure,” says
Bjorklund. Everything in
volved in the process is sterile
and used once. All blood is
checked and rechecked for vi-
ral and bacterial contaminates
every 24 hours.

The Puget Sound Blood
Center, a non-profit organiza-
tion, is the Puget Sound's major
source of blood. The center is
innced of 600 donors aday and
is located at 130 Andover Park
East in Tukwila. It is open
Monday through Thursday 10
a.m. 10 8 p.m; Friday and Satur-
day 10a.m. t04 p.m. The phone
number is 241-6300; call
Bjorklund at 431-0605.
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New Technical Building to
open ahead of schedule

Mary Torcaso
Statt Writer

The new Technical Center
at Highline Community Col-
legeisRobin Fritchman’s pride
and joy. The Technical Cen-
ter, six months ahead of sched-
ule stands impressively on the
northcast end of the campus
awaiting completion.
Fritchman, dircctor of Facili-
tics at Highline, credits the
carly complction (0 an ambi-
tious crew. “The journcymen
have been wonderful. This is
the most conscicntious crew |1
have ever worked with.”

Originally, the school
planned to open the building
for use during winter quaner
1992. However, it looks as if
the building will be ready as
carly as fall quarter 1991.

The Technical Center
stands three stories, and the
entry to the building is through
a foyer. “When entering the
building, students won’t have
to step directly into a class-
room situation,” explains
Fritchman. The color scheme
inside is made up of typical
office colors: mauve, gray and
bluc. But Fritchman pointed
out that “it’s the students, what
they wear that brings the color

to the room.”

The building is a plcthora
of computerand hardware labs,
with flooroutlets and parabolic
lighting. The computers from
the Library will bc moved to
the Technical Center, and the
abandoned spaccinthe Library
will be used for storage.

There is only one unas-
signed room in the Technical
Center. “Everyone who comes
in here wants this room. We
haven’tdecided yet what it will
be used for,” Fritchman said.

Only a few problems have
beenexperienced so far during
construction of the building.

Old construction debris was
uncovered during excavation,
costing anextra $27,000t0 haul
it away. Defective load break
elbows were discovered and
had to be replaced. A hydrau-
liclift was used for the elevator
to cut down on the electrical
interference with the comput-
ers, but the lift was set eight
inches off.

But besides a slightly im-
perfectelevatorand atight bud-
get, Fritchman is plcased with
the progress being made, espe-
cially since he got to pick out

the color of the tiling grout in
the bathrooms.

Working with his head in the clouds

Ryan Anderson
Statt Writer

Looking at Dan Wolfe,
people might think he’s found
a ncw form of entertainment
forthe 90°s; but to Wolfe itisa
temporary, rewarding way of
life.

Wolfe, a freshman at Pen-
insula Community College,
uscs “‘stilts™ to install acousti-
cal suspended ceilings as a way
to finance his education. He is
onc of the few pcople in the
Northwest to specialize in this
unique occupation.

“I’'m theonly person I know
of who is hired to install these
ceilings, so I stay relatively
busy,” he said. '

One of the drawbacks is
thatjobslike the one at Highline
Community College are so far
away he must tumn it into a two
or three-day trip at the expense
of his schoolwork. But he is
not complaining, for the de-
mand is such that he can ** jus-
tify the expenses.”

He installs the ceiling pan-
els with confidence; walking
on the stilts looks as easy as
walking. But Wolfe, who
claims to have fallen several
times, says that using the stilts
are not easy as they appear.

“It takes practice, balance

Dan Wolfe does his job on stilts.

and, most of all, patience,” he
said. “If you don't have pa-
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tience, believe me, it’s a long
way to the ground.”

You're not the only one who hates math

Lisa Levay
Staft Writer

Countless students attend-
ing Highline Community Col-
Icge are avoiding their math
requircments.  Some students
may actually feel they are afraid
of math. Recactions to math
may result anywhere from nau-
sca and panic attacks to mere
mental blocks. According to
Math Instructor Ron Burke, it is
not a figment of the imagina-
tion. “Math anxiety exists.”

As of fall quarter 1990, re-
quircments demand students
have morc math education tobe
cligible for the Associates in
Ans degree. Lillian Lahiri of
Devclopmental Studies says,
“As therc arc more rigorous
math demands, the more we
face math anxicty.” Students
should be aware there is help
out there if they want it.

The firststep toovercoming
mathanxiety, likc any problem,
is to find the causc. According
10 Math Instructor Ed Morris,
for many the problem stems
from carly on in school.

The causes can be attributed
10 a traumatic experience, cm-
barrassment or humiliation, of-
ten by an instructor, which re-
sults in a ncgative association

with math, says Morris. 1t may
be due to the pressure of being
compared to a sibling,orcvena
parent. Morrissaysitislargely
the student's perspective. Stu-
dents may view themselves as
failures when, in fact Morris
fcels their distorted view is *“not
really who I think [ am or what
you think I am but what I think
you think I am.”

The causcs can also be at-
tributed to standards sct by so-
cicty. Burke says fear com-
monly results from male instruc-
tors who reassure students by
saying: “It’s ok if you can't do
math, you're a woman.”

Therc are more women con-
fronted with math anxious be-
havior, but where the sexes are
concemed, Morris assures, “the
brains are shared.” Males also
expericnce feelings of math
anxicty but will not readily ad-
mit it, whereas women will.

Other causes differing from
thosc linked to pastexperiences
are those which involve poor
study strategies or cven poor
tcaching strategies. Patricia
Haggerty, counsclor at HCC,
says astudent feeling math anx-
ious may feel *“they should be
ablc to do math in 15 minutes
whenittakesthem threehours.”
She also says math does require

work.

Haggenty claims, “As 3 cul-
ture we take the easy way out.”

From the teaching stand-
point, more focus could be
aimed at problem solving and
concepts, says Lahiri. Teach-
ers might also stress the impor-
tance of math from a practical
approach, giving students an
idea of where they can apply
math in their life to crcate mo-
tivation, she says.

There are several techniques
for solving math anxiety. The

the family moved. Morris says
students can often recall a spe-
cific teacher and grade where a
negative association with math
was made.

Some approaches a math
anxious student could take re-
quire working with the teacher.
It is important to confront them
withthe problem. Lahiri says it
is good to ask to take a pretest.
For many students, the onset of
anxiety often begins by choos-
ing alevel of math whichis too
difficult. Being accurately

.
*Students should never be worried about
using a teachers office hours."

- Ron Burke

first, says Haggenty, is that stu-
dentshave to work to overcome
it. She says, of students seeking
counscling, many “want the in-
stant cure. Then I don’t see
them again.”

Lahiri says that before mum-
ing elsewhere students must
contend with themselves; “ac-
knowledge your feelings,” she
says. She suggests students
should write a “math autobiog-
raphy.” It enables students to
leamn about themselves and
where the problem started.
Often students trace anxiety
back to anillness where scveral
days of school were missed or

placed allows students to “‘build
a good foundation,” she says.

It’s quite helpful to devise
special plans with the teacher.
A good tactic, says Lahiri, is to
divide assignments into two
halves, working problems on
one half and charting feelings
on the other. This allows the
teacher and the students to pin-
point specific steps in problems
where there is confusion and
why.

Morris says it’s helpful for
someonc to look over the
student'sshoulderand tell them,
“You did it right!” He saysitis
important for students to

achieve the feeling of success.

Karen Frank, coordinatorof
the Math Lab at HCC, says that
it'simportant to gettoknow the
student. They’ll be more likely
touse office hours. Burke says,
*“Students should never be wor-
ried about using a teacher’s of-
fice hours. The sooner the bet-
ter,” he adds.

Other methods of solving
math anxiety are aimed specifi-
cally at overcoming anxiety
experienced by students. Stu-
dents might try relaxation tech-
niques, meditation, deepbreath-
ing and calming excercises.
Thinking positive and positive
self talk, says Lahiri, are good
ways to combat the intense
emotion.

There are also simple class-
room techniques which may
help ease anxious feelings.
Haggenty says that if a teacher
assigns one math problem stu-
dents should do 20 and should
try working in pairs. She also
advises taking a Math 101 class
a couple of times and auditing
it, then taking it the third time
for credit. “There’s nothing
that says you have to leamn it the
first time,” says Haggerty.

For the student with math
anxicty, overcoming the prob-
lem is a matter of choosing a
method that best fits them. The




Staff Editorial

Carla Nuxoll, president of the Washington
Education Association, declared victory over the
Legislature when it appeased the teachers® asso-
ciation by suspending the Legislative session until
June. Apparently this was enough to satisfy the
WEA, which voted to return to work as soon as it
became clear that the Legislature wasn't going to
answer their demands.

How can this be called a victory? "Education”
Gov. Booth Gardner will appoint a "blue-ribbon"
panel, which will consist of ahand-picked group of
yes-men who don’t give a rip about education or
anything else except corporate tax dodging, to
“mull over” the issues.

Unfortunately, the "strike” (all two days of it
for HCC) has created more problems than it has
solved. The teachers have, in effect, achieved a
plastic victory. Some teachers that chose to strike
might harbor some animosity for those instructors
who held classes rather than picket for suchimpor-
tant issues as better benefits and smaller class
sizes. This could apply for some students as well.
They might have felt tom between attending classes
and keeping up with their assignments or showing
moral support to those teachers who are supporting
a good cause. And after a two-day strike, all class
schedules are now irreparably messed up for the
rest of the quarter.

So what has been achieved? The teachers’
strike was a laudable and worthy effort. Unfortu-
nately, it appears that other than revealing the sorry
state of public education in Washington, the walk-
out has done more harm than good.

Editorial Policy

If you wish to write an editorial or
letter to the editor, please include your
name, address and phone number so we
can contact you for verification.

Editorials should be no longer than
300 words in length. We reserve the
right to edit length, punctuation and
grammar. Bring your editorials to
Bldg. 10, room 105.
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HCC teachers fight the power

Brian Johnson
Statt Writer

When the members of the
Highline College Education
Association voted on April 22
to defy a court order demand-
ing them to go back (0 work, it
took courage. By that vote, the

members proved that getting

their point across to the public
was more important than the
legal consequences that could
have ensued. :

How many people do you
know that would give up two
day's pay, defy a court injunc-
tion and deal with the possi-
bilities of a $1,000 fine all to
make community colleges a

nicer place to be? The striking
members of the HCEA are the
only ones I can think of.

While other community
colleges buckled under the
pressure, HCC held true to its
goal: to make the public (and
Legislature) aware of the com-
munity college funding defi-
ciency. They also showed that
they were willing to break the
law to prove it.

By defying the court order,
the union accomplished three
major goals. They got more
press than they ever thought
they would. They leteveryone
who isn’t living under a rug
know they are serious. Finally,
they let themselves know they
could get something done if

they work collectively.

Some people feel that the
union had no right to defy the
courtorder. Inactuality, break-
ingthe law was instrumental in
getting their point across. Most
of all, they did it because they
are truly concerned about the
state of community colleges in
Washington state. 1f the fac-
ulty doesn’t have the night te
do what it takes to make
changes for the comeiuntiy
college level, who dogs?

Not many pcopie would
break the law out of concemn
for an institution. The striking
membersof the HCEA did, and
we, as beneficiaries of their
rebellion, should be proud of
them.

Small papers have big responsibilities

Steve Duncan
Managing Editor

The purpose of any news
publication is not only to in-
form the public, but to sell it to
the reader. Newspapers such
as the ThunderWord and the
Seattle Times have guidelines
they must adhere to in order to
compete with television in our
visually-fixated society.

To do anything in today's
media, a paper has to build a
good working rapport with its
advertisers. To put it simply,
advertisements are the life-
blood of a paper; without them
there is no newspaper. The
space that promotions take on
a page is considerable. This
means some stories have to be
cut or not run at all in order for

an ad to appear.

With the remaining space,
an editorial staff must decide
what the content of cach news-
paper will be. Most impor-
tantly, this must be what inter-
ests the reader. This is not an
easy task for one reason; most
people do not like to read be-
cause of the visual media. To
compete with television is an
uphill battle. But if a publica-

tion can provide timely and -

more in-depth news accounts
than can be given in a minute
blip on the TV screen, a paper
can still exist.

Most importantly, the edi-
tors must decide what stories
affect the largest number of
people. This is why a teacher
strike by Highline Community

College instructors gets the
front page of the ThunderWord,
while a computer club update
gets pushed back to page eight,
or to the cutting room floor.

A paper such as the
ThunderWord thenhas another
problem: its coverage cannot
equal the Seattle Times, obvi-
ously. So college papers have
tolocalize themselves tomostly
campus-related events.

To the credit of a college
paper, it can take a more radi-
cal approach in the expression
of its opinions and the content
whichis presented inthe rest of
the publication. Itcanrunrela-
tively uninhibited from inter-

ference by higher-ups who set
the political agenda and elimi-
nate others.

Recycling is easier said than done

James Kennedy

Statt Writer
Determined to do my part

to save the Earth, I, (the aver-
age) Joe Yuppie, started a re-
cycling program.

Assuming the more I re-
cycle the better off the world
will be, I decided to save gy-
erything. With that in mind, I
located several garbage cans
and labeled them: white paper,
mixed paper, cardboard, maga-
zines, aluminum cans, clear
glass, green glass, brown glass.
I gathered the family and gave

. them the news. My wife was
against the idea, claiming she
didn’t have the time to play in
the garbage. .

I told the youngest of my
2.3 children that we were do-
ing our part to save the Earth.
She asked, “Why so many dif-
ferent garbage cans?”

1to0ld her each item needed
to be recycled differently.

Then the stumper: “Why
can’t you just have one for pa-
per and one for the bottles?”

With a puzzled look on my
face, I looked at the bins; then
I looked at her and said, “I'll
get back to you on that one.”

After two months of sort-
ing coffee grounds and other
riff-raff from the bin it was
time to “cash in” on my gold
mine. “How?” Imost certainly
did not want this in my Benz.
ThenIremembered I could rent
atruck for $19.95 a day. On
my way to the truck, wifey
took the kids shopping.

I loaded up the truck with
all gight bins, which at the time
seemed like eighty, and pro-
ceeded to the nearest recyching
center. While at the recycling
center, I asked, “Why doIneed
so many different bins for re-
cycling?”

I was told that “each one
needs to be recycled differ-

ently.”

Whilecolleclingmy $65.81
($45.86 after rental expenses)
for the two months of collect-
ing, sorting, and scoiding
people for not collecting and
sorting, I decided that this was
not the way to an carly rctire-
ment and that there has got to
be a belter way to save the
Earth.

Now there is a moral to this
story. Recycling: easier said
than done and over hyped.
Solution: instead of letting
manufacturers get away with
just putting cutesy little “re-
cycle me” labels on packages,
let’s make them go the extra
step by making more “recycle
friendly” packaging. For ex-
ample, start having Budweiser
and Rainier use clear bottles
like the Miller Co. Have manu-
facturers use only one type of
paper or only clear glass when

packaging.
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Kids hel

save earth

Kids get hands on experience.

Kay Smith
Staft Writer

The children at the Highline
Community College Child Carc
Center arc doing their part to
help the environment. For en-
vironmental awareness month
the center is going to be doing a
couple of projects 1o increase
the children’sknowledge of the
cnvironment.

Joyce Riley, coordinator of
the HCC Child Carc Center,
said, *“The children need con-
creteexpericnces toleam from,”
By doing the recycling them-
sclves,inthe center, the children
wili be experiencing first hand
how to help their environment.
Rilcy said that all they need
now are the receptacles and they
can start.

Onc group at the child care
centeris leaming another aspect
of ecnvironmental issues. Mary
Vysocky, child care specialist
at the center, has been teaching
hergroup, the five-and six-year-
old children, about sea life.

Vysocky felt that one con-
crete experience the groupcould
do was to dissect a squid; each
child had his or her own squid
todissect. “Thisexperience got
mixed reactions. Some kids
really got into it, others didn’t
want anyll'ung to do with it,”

Jennifer Hill
Adventising

Ronda O’Brien is the voice
often heard over the Highline
Community College switch-
board. O’Brien has worked at
HCC for three years at the in-
formation booth. Before
working for the college,
O’Brien was a mail carrier for
seven years, But she wanted to
move on and still work with
people.

O’Brien is at the informa-
tion booth five days a week; she
answers the incoming phone
calls, greets people walking
through the front doors of HCC
and gives oul any information
needed about the college. She
estimates she talks to a wide
range of people a day.

“A few hundred walk-ins,
but it all depends on the day,”
she says. “I talk to about 600-
800 pcople on the phone, but
that is a guess...”

O’Brien’s busiest hours are
inthe moming, especially Mon-

Photo by Tom Stah!
said Riley.

Another project the chil-
drenin Vysocky's group will
be panticipating in will be
the painting of a 25-foot
long, five-foot high female
killer Orca Whale. Eleven
children who are five-years
old painted this whale on
April 17. DeDe, a five-year
old at the center who helped
paint the whale, said, “The
whaleisbiggerthan all of us
put together.”

Gary Nelson, director of
ProductionIllustration, drew
this whale for the children.
Nelson said the children re-
ally didn’t get into the
drawing of the whale until
he started drawing the teeth;
then the children had to ex-
plain what the whale used
tecth for.

The whale was chosen
becauseit gives the children
another form of sensory ex-
perience. Children have no
concept of size, Vysocky
said. “WhenlIsaid awhaleis
22 feet long. the kids didn’t
realize how big this was
without actually seeing it."

The whale is 10,000 feet
bigger than I thought it
would be,” said Hannah, a
five-year old who helped
paint the whale.
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O'Brien celebrates her birthday with style.

day. By Friday the phone
calls and walk-ins have
slowed down justenough for
her to catch up with other
work. Bcing able to cope
with all the stress and activ-
ity restson attitude, O’Brien

says.

*“Youcan'thave peopleup here
that get truly pissed off everytime
something happens. You have to
remember that if you were talking
1o one person on the phone and
they were just rude and rotten to

\‘ you, and you’re just cranky

when you hang up the phone, as
soon as the next call comes in
two seconds later you've gotta
pick itup and go ‘Highline Col-
lege’ and be all happy. You
can’t let the people before in-
fluence the next person because
they weren’t here; they don’t
know. That’s the part a lot of
people forget about. You al-
ways have to snap back and be
a happy camper.”

O’Brien works 40 hours a
week, 12 months a year. While
the students are on vacation,
sheisat work answering phones.
And she keeps the spirit going.
Whenever a national holiday
rolls around, she knows how to
liven the work place for other
employees at the job. At
Christmas she decorates the
building with anything from
Christmas trees to candy canes.
(Most decorations are out of
her pay, including the flowers
that are constantly around her
desk.) On Valentine’s day, she

decorated her desk with valen-
tines, the majority of which were
for the troops in the Persian
Gulf.

And she enjoys what she
does. “Ilike what I do. I like
seeing people all day, kidding
with the students, with the em-
ployees, with the staff. It’s a
good working environment. 1
don’t wake up in the moming
and go ‘I don’t want to go to
work today.’ I like coming to
work. There is a big difference
indoing a job youlike and a job
you don't like.”

O’Brien’s personality is ap-
preciated by other faculty also.

“Her interaction with the
public is above and beyond the
call of duty,” Jaci Graff com-
ments.

“She is a lovely and sweet
person from what I've seen,”
Brenda Ford says.

O’Brien is a woman who
seems to be the talk of the

switchboard, and she works
hard for her recognition.




Kato teaches Japanese over lunch time

Alden Anderson
Statt Writer
Hisanori Kato is a Japanesc
intem-tcachervisiting Highline
Community College courtesy
of the Intcmational Intemship
Program. When he

gocson o say thatif Americans
are going to deal with the Japa-
nese in the business world they
are going to have to leam not
only the language but the cul-
ture as well.

Kato said. He explains that in
order to rebuild the Japanese
“had” to work hard. “We had
no choice,” Kato stressed once
again. “It is very good in our
culture to work hard.”

Kato says that his class will

came 10 HCC he had
two goals: to lecarn
American culture and
to revcal Japanese
lifestyles to HCC stu-
dents. Toward the lat-
ter, Kato is teaching an
introductory Japanese
language class entitled
“Japanese Conversa-
tionforLunch,” through
The Center for Continu-
ing Education. The
class meets at noon on
Wednesdays, and Kato
encourages students to
bring their lunch and
learn the basics of the
Japanese language.
Katois pleased with
the tumout forhis class.
He has 21 students and

feels that the classis a Kato teaches Japanese to students.

perfect workshop size in which
toteach basic Japanese language
and Japanese culture. Katosays,
“The key to the culture is
through the language.” Kato

He says that the Japanese
have made such great strides
since WWI1I because they‘“had”
toleam Americanlanguage and
culture. “We had no options,”

enable vacationing Ameri-
cansto*“getaround,” to *buy
things,” and to conduct the
rudimentary business of va-
cationers. The class is also
designed to acquaint pro-
spective Japanese language
students with the basic rules
so they can decide if they
want to study Japanese on a
more formal basis. Katosays
that his short introductory
course could be of benefit to
business people as well.
Kato says that the students
are eager to learn the Japa-
nese language. He observes
that the younger students
studying Japanese are con-
cerned with leaming Japa-
nese in order to get a better
job, whereas the older stu-
dents seem to be more inter-
ested in how the language can

* help them to furtherunderstand

the Japanese culture. “Lan-
guage is the clue to leaming the
culture,” Kato explains.

Kato had few comments re-
garding the teacher’s strike,
except to note that teachers in
Japan, though middle class, are
held in high estecm. He com-
mented that teachers in Japan
are “paid enough™ and have
good benefits and job security.
The Japanese system of educa-
tion is almost a mirror of our
system. Japanese teachers have
a union and, yes, there have
been strikes. The strikes have
usually concemed class size and
protests against govemnmental
education policies. "

Kato majored in philosophy
at Hosei University graduating
in 1988. His experience in-
cludes teaching English, social
studies and Japanese at Eishin
Gakuin School. He says, “I am
very lucky to be at Highline.
The people are very good and
kind, the rain is very depress-
ing, but I enjoy Seattle and the
people.”

Kato shyly states that he
hopes his English is improving
and that he is picking up the
American slang that is so im-
portant tounderstanding Ameri-
can culture.

Instructor brings German culture to nghlme

Tony Lieggi
Statf Writer

Here she comes, thundering
through the door in her tan
trench coat, books, papers and
purse held close.

She rounds the corner and
plops her things on the desk;
then, with a whisk, she drapes
the trench coat over a chair.

“Gutten morgen!” she an-
nounces to the class. It’s 9:02
and Gemman 101 begins.

In her 29th year at Highline
Community College, Gisela H.
Schimmelbusch is a state-of-
the-art instructor, counselor,
tutor, author, listener and gar-
dener rolled in one. Across
campus and in the International
Studies Department she has
forged herself as a leader and
mentor for her students. She
has been the coordinator for
foreign languages and has
worked to send HCC instruc-
tors and students abroad to
study. She is an example of
how any achievement is pos-
sible.

At 19, while studying medi-
cine at Humblott University in
East Berlin, she became fearful
of her future freedom. This
becameevident whenthe Com-
munist Party started requiring

medical students to become
party members and take an ac-
tive role in preaching propa-
ganda to the community. This
was fall semester of1960, in the
formalizing days of the cold
war,

Just days be-
fore the erection
ofthe Berlin Wall
Schimmelbusch
decided to cross
to the West, de-
spite her
mother’s request iy
to stay one more
semester to be-
come a second-
yearmedical stu-
dent.
Schimmel- §
busch’s first ex-
perience as a
teacher came
soon after heres-
cape to the West, after she'd
picked up a job as a maid for an
American Army officer and his
family. Inthis role she was able
to tutor the children in German
and also pick up simple En-
glish.

At the same time she was
working for the officer and his
family, her husband (future
husband at the time) moved to
America and was preparing to

HCC gets a taste of &‘a'nany

send for her.

InMay 1961, all the red tape
had been completed and she
arrived in Seattle. Here, once
again the quest to leam contin-
ued, and she eamed her Bach-

by Dan Schultz

elor of Arts degree from the
University of Washington in
1962. She was astudentteacher
until 1966 when she earned her
doctorate in German Literature
and then came to HCC.

The mother of two,
Schimmelbusch has writtenher
own text book for the German
course, “all the other books are
unsatisfactory for the commu-
nity college student. They are

either too hard or too simple,”
said Schimmelbusch. “Writing
my own book allows me to per-
sonalize the class instruction.”
Personalizing the instruction
included recording 20 conver-
sations for the 101 class; the
book contains recipes for past-
ries and cuisines.

Outside of class
Schimmelbusch is active in the
arts. She and her husband are
members of the Seattle Sym-
phony and Seattle Opera. “I
like classical music more than
he does; he falls asleep during
symphony performances, so
I've become a driver for the
senior citizens group and we go
to the symphony,” said
Schimmelbusch.

There have been two recent
events that are particulary re-
warding for Schimmelbusch.
One is the active participation
of HCC in sending students and
faculty abroad to study. *“This
allows growth and understand-
ing of other cultures,” said
Schimmelbusch. The second is
seeing the healing process of
her homeland. “This healing
processis making the rest of the
world come together to protect
itself from  conflict,”
Shimmelbusch breathes with a

sigh.
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Exhibit of student photography

Lisa McCabe
Statf Writer

Tucked away on the third
floorof Bldg. 26, in the hallway
of room 316, is an exhibition of
photographs taken by students
in Highline Community

College’s Photography 1 class
during winter quarter. There
are 16 individuals showing a
total of 30 photographs.

There is a wide range of
subjects in the photographs, in-
cluding landscapes, cars and
silhouettes of women. Many
photographs are hand-colored.
Instructor Jim Gardiner, who
teaches the class and made the

HARRIS ON
PRESUMED

showcases himself, describes
the art as “just good, straight-
forward photography.” Hesaid
this class was an exceptionally
good one.

“Basically what we're try-
ing to do is give students expo-
sure,” Gardiner says. “It’sim-
portant for visual art students.
It helps them build their portfo-
lios and gives them something
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Go where the jobs are!
Study Biotechnology at Seattle

CLASSIFIED

touseintheirresumes.” These
displays also attract new stu-
dents to fine arts classes by
giving them an idea of the kind
of things they will be leaming
if they take the class.

Sharon Boies and Shawn
Sheltren, two fine ants students
whose photographs are being
displayed, liketo show students
what they are doing. “A lot of

us are producing good work,
and we would like a display
every quarter,” Boies says.
Other community colleges such
as Bellevue and Shoreline have
their own galleries. Gardiner
and the students would like to
see one at Highline.

The photo exhibit will be
available for viewing during the
next two wecks.

HELP WANTED

Japanese Language tutor.
Native Speaker preferred.
$10.00 per hour, 1-2 hours a week.

854-0901

ADVERTISEMENTS

Near Highline College

Cottonwood Apartments
25919 25th Lane S.
Fireplace, pool & hot tub
On-site manager
1 bedroom $395
2 bedroom $475
Call 839-8887 EO/FH

Free room and board in
exchange for care of my 4 yr.
old son. Hrs. 2pm-11pm.
Aubum/Federal Way area
For more information, call
Debbie
850-1878

Central Community College

Asa biotechnician you'll join a growing industry with employers
such as Genetic Systems, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center and
the Environmental Protection Agency. .

We offer the only Biotechnology Training Program
in Washington State.

Classes begin

Call 587-3858 now to apply.
September 23, 1991

ThunderWord Classified Advertising
878-3710 Ext. 291 Bldg. 10 Room 105




Twenty

Chris Berge
Staff Writer

After 29 years at Highline
Community College, his job
has never been better. Don
McConnaughey has been at
HCC longer than most of his
students have been alive, but
that’s not slowing him down a
bit.

McConnaughey grew up
in Arkansas where he attended
Central Arkansas University.
From there it was off to West
Texas Statetoeam his Master’s
degree in administration and
biology. During those years at
school McConnaughey played
football and ran track. He re-
ceived many awards forhis ac-
complishments in track as well
as football.

McConnaughey came to
Highline in the fall of 1962 and
was hired on as track coach. In
1964 he was promoted to full-
time track coach and health in-
structor. McConnaughey’s
hard work paid offin1972 when
he was named the athletic di-
rector at HCC.

In McConnaughey’s 29
years at HCC he has had many
greatmemories both as acoach
and athletic director. As track
coach, he was named coach of
the year in 1987 and in 1989.
During the 1989 season the
track team won the conference
championship.

Don McConnaughey has been the athletlc director at HCC for 19 years.

In the fall of 1988 as ath-
letic director, McConnaughey
introduced men’s soccer to
Highline's athletic programs.
He hired Peter Fuller, a young
coach from Boston, Mass.
Fuller took his first year pro-
gram to the state tournament
where they finished fourth and
ended with a 124 record.

“ The toughest part about
being A.D. is getting good
young coaches like Fuller and
keeping them  here, ”
McConnaughey said. Fuller
who is now the assistant coach

at Belhaven College 1n
Jackson,Miss.,said,
“McConnaughey is the best
A.D. that I've ever worked
with. He would have done
anything forme and my team.”

What McConnaugheyloves
most about his job is the young

people. “I like being around

the young people. It keeps me
young.”

In 1990, Bob Welch took
overas Head Coachofthe track
team so McConnaughey could
have more time to enjoy his
fishing and the outdoors.
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Highline

track is

on its way

Becky Bonus
Sports Editor

The Highline Community
College Men’s Track and Ficid
team is just about to finish it
season. According 0 tlcadt
Coach Ben Welch. the
Thunderbirds have all but three
individuals who have qualified
for the Conference Champion-
ships at the end of May.

At the Mt. Hood Relays in |
Oregon, the highlight was the
victory of the 4 x 800 relay.
HCCrunners Chris Tarabochia,
DaveBeals, Karim Khoury and
John Springstead won the race
with a time of 7:59.

Shelton Kapenda-Jackson,
Scott Kinnamen, Springstead
and Bill Goodwin ran in the
distancemedley. Althoughthe
T-birds took second place, they
finished with a record time of
10:19.7. “This is the fastest
time that HCC has run at this
meetin four years,” said Coach
Welch.

The T-birds decided to go
tothe Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity Invitational instead of the | -
scheduled meetin Eugene, Ore.
This is probably a good thing,
since four sprinters for HCC
were able to qualify for the
conference championship.
They had a real good day,
Welch said.

Curtis Buren and Tom
Femandez ran in the 100 meter
race. Buren finished with a
time of 10.7, while Fernandez
had atime of 11.1.

Sophomore Joi Hanerhad a
qualifying thime of 15.5 in the
110 meter high hurdles. In the
400meterintermediate hurdles,

.| Laney Coard had atime of 57.7.

Freshman pole vaulter
Kinnamenhas been holding his
ownbyclearing 15 feet. Coach
Welch said that he is doing an
excellent job and jumping real
well.

The season has been alittle
rough, Welch said, but “l am
pretty pleased withthe way they
have been running.” Welch
believes that all the runners are
starting to come around well.
He said that a few of thc
freshmen had a hard time ad-
justing to the transition going
from high school to college
compeltition.

BE A
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HCC celebrates women in style

Louise Roberts
Staft Writet

The women who high-
lighted this spring’s cighth an-
nual "Celebrating Women”
conference *“are good rolemod-
cls of what we can achicve,”
said Stcfanic Novacek, pro-
gram assistant forthc Women's
Center. “The sort of people we
have with the conference, they
arc rcally dynamic people,”
Novacek said.

Patti Payne, KOMO ncws
anchor, was the kcynote
speaker along with her daugh-
ter Jill Keller. Payne tried to
convey the message that
“women never have to take ‘n-
o’ for an answer.” She feels
that the best thing in the world
is to motivate people.

“You better know what you
want because you’re going to
get it,” Payne said. Keller re-
lated practical ideas for attain-
ing goals such as visualization.
“You are the one with the power

to create change in your life,”
said Keller.

During the one-day confer-
cnce there were 24 different
workshops from which to
choose. “They tried to make
all of the workshops interac-
tive and expericntial,” said
Novacek. Topics included the
“Co-dependent Trap,” “Writ-
ing Yourself Free,” *“The Math
Advantage" and “You Can Get
There From Heré: Carcer De-
cisions.”

Resource booths set up by
nonprofit organizations whose
services are directed toward
women provided referrals and
information in such arcas as
rape, divorce andemployment.

According to Novacek, the
Extraordinary “Ordinary”
Women Awards are a special
partofthe program. Theyhonor
ordinary women on campus
that have accomplished ex-
traordinary things in their lives
and have been nominated by

HCC instructors. The awards
arc meant to acknowledge
women that are dealing with a
disability, resuming their edu-
cation after a long period of
time, being single mothers try-

ing to make a beiter life for
their families or working extra
hard to achieve their dreams.
The womenrecognized this
year were Sue Rauschenberg,
Kathy Wagner, Zina Welchand

Photo by Louise Roberts
KOMO news anchor Patti Payne speaks with daughter Jill Keller.o © By nouke Tove

Sharon Worthington. “These
womcn are great role models,”

Novacck said.
"Celebrating Women" was

opento womenonand off cam-
pus.

Single parents achieve academic success

Kay Smith
Staft Writer

Single parents can go to
school and become a success.
Jeanette McHenry, a former
student at Highline Commu-
nity College, has achieved
“success.” She said, “Being a
singleparenthasmade my fam-
ily closer. My children appre-
ciate me, and I feel a whole lot
better about myself.”

McHenry feels that a per-
son should take advantage of
agencies like the Department
of Social and Health Services,
(DSHS),Family Independence
Program (FIP), the financial
aid program at HCC, and vari-
ous support classes that are
available.

Marcy Wilson, a student at
HCQC, said that before she got
on FIP she had nothing to do
and just sat around. she did

- Seattle University offers classes
in Bellevue toward a Bachelor's Degree

nothing but take care of her
son. “FIP offered me a chance
to go to school, which I really
wanted to do, and pay for day
care so I can afford to stay in
school,” said Wilson.

"My class officially
started in fall quarter
of 1976, and | have
been teaching it ever
since.”

- Mary Coates

Being asingle parent makes
one's life somewhat stressful,
but when you add work and
goingto schoolitbecomeseven
more of a strain. This can also
pose a few problems: not want-
ing to leave children with
strangers, finding a way to sup-

port the family while attending
school, spending less time with
children, and spending more
money on child care expenses.

Mary Hansen, a student at
HCCsaid, “I really like the fact
that HCC has a day care center
on campus. My son loves the
center, and it has a preschool

_ setting so I feel that he isleam-

ing and not just playing.”

Jeff Abrahamson, director
of Financial Aid at HCC, said,
“Twenty-seven percent of the
people who are on financial aid
are single parents.” To people
who qualify, financial aid sup-
plies money for tuition, sup-
plies, and living expenses.
Much of the money available
through financial aid is in the
form of grants and isn’t re-
quired to be paid back.

Brian Boyne, a case worker
atthe West Seattle DSHS, said,
“There are 70 Community Ser-
vice Offices (CSO) statewide.
After you fill out an applica-
tion, you go through an inter-

in Business Administration

You are invited to an information session

Date:
Time:
Location:

9:30 AM

Saturday, May 4

Conifer Building

Bellefield Office Park, Bellevue

For more information, please call 296-5700

view; we decide whether you
qualify and if you are eligible
for financial help.” FIP also
helps people financially and
can be applied for at a local
DSHS office. FIP recipientsof
monthly Aid to Families with
Dependent Children (AFDC)
are eligible for an additional 5
percent allotment for going
back to school.

HCC offers a class called
Working and Single Parents. It
is aimed toward single, work-
ing, and part-time parents with
children ages two-and a-halfto
five years. This class is a two-
credit class in the Parenting
Education Department. This
class is funded through grants
and taught by Mary Coates.
“My class officially started in
fall quarter of 1976, and I have
beenteachingiteversince. This
program justkeeps getting bet-
ter with time,” Coates said.

The parenting classisaway
to help parents with present
parenting skills learn more

skills about becoming a better
parent. “The emphasis is on
the skills a parent already has
and building confidence in this
area,” Coates said.

This class helps parents in-
teractbetter with their children;

alsoparents getto seehow their . ,

children interact with other
children.

“The environment is re-
laxed, the people are respectful
and caring. This class has a
warm, positive and accepting
atmosphere,” Coates said.

Sue Lewis, a caseworker at
alocal DSHS office said, “The
resources available to single
parents are numerous. the
phone book contains all the list-
ings for these resources.”

Stephanie Novacek, a pro-
gram assistant at the Women's
Resource Center, said, “We
have a file of community re-
sources for single adults avail-
able for anyone who wants it.
Just come in and get a copy
from Bldg. 21A.”
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