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Dropouts plague Highline

College has
second-worst
retention rate
in Washington

By Nathan Golden
Staff Reporter

Retention rates at Highline
are among Washington’s lowest
for community colleges, but
college officials the problem is
no longer going to be ignored.

Retention, as described by
Bob Hughes, dean of instruction

for academic transfer programs,
is an institution’s ability to re-
tain students,

Last year, 47 percent of the
students who started at Highline
in the fall were gone before the
end of Spring Quarter.

Hughes cites retention as an
area of major focus and is taking
the problem very personally.

“I feel absolutely responsi-
ble,” he said.

In the last four years,
Highline’s retention has never
reached above second worst

when compared to the other 26.

community colleges in Wash-
ington. Retention rates are

based on the number of students
enrolled in fall, compared to the
same students enrolled in
spring.

This being the case, Hughes
said it is impossible to ever
reach a 100 percent retention
rate, because students may grad-
uate, take a quarter off, or start
their schooling in the spring.

But, he said, Highline can do
better than last year’s 53 percent
mark.

Hughes is pushing for better
advising for students and possi-
bly offering classes to help stu-
dents understand how college
works. He has also asked for a
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Winter storm watch '98

campus parking lot.

By Alyssa Pfau and
Michael Stampalia
Staff Reporters

Highline President Ed
Command looked out the win-
dow of his house Sunday af-

Associated Student Body President Nelson Crisanto practices his winter driving in the

Snow, icy roads close college, keep students home

ternoon and saw that it was
still snowing.

“I saw the weather reports
and they said that it wasn’t go-
ing to stop snowing so I decid-
ed about six o’clock to close

Photo by Bruce Jarrell

school. It was obvious,” Com-
mand said. “The worst thing
you can do to someone is to
have them drive through all

federal Upward Bound grant of
$300,000 for retention.

“I have no doubt that it will
be higher then last year,” Hugh-
es said of the retention figure.

Athletic adviser Margo
Buchan is undergoing negotia-
tions with Hughes to take a Co-
ordinator of Retention position
to further address the problem.

Buchan has made leaps and
bounds in the athletic depart-
ment, helping to retain more
than 90 percent of her student-
athletes.

See Retention, page 8

Highline
honors
King's life

By Christi Croft
Staff Reporter

Martin Luther King Jr.’s
birthday will be far from unno-
ticed at Highline during the
week of Jan. 20-22.

The festivities will be funded
by the Highline Multiculitural
Programs, and sponsored by the
Martin Luther King Planning
Committee. The committee
consists of Highline staff, facul-
ty, and community members.

Dr. Albert Black, a popular
sociologist from the University
of Washington, will discuss the
legacy of Dr. King, in his speech
“Where’s the Dream?”

“Dr. Black is a very dynamic
speaker,” said Kayleen Oka, co-
ordinator of Multicultural Pro-
grams.

This lecture honoring the late
Dr. King will be held on Tues-
day, Jan. 20, from 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m. in Building 7. Refresh-

See Snow, page 8

See King, page 2

Metro eyes changes
to Highline routes

By La Tonya Kemp
Staff Reporter

Metro Transit will have an
information table available to-
day, Jan. 15 from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. to address proposed bus
route changes that will affect
students. Representatives from
community relations and transit
service staff will be downstairs
in Building 8 to answer ques-
tions and take suggestions.

Highline students are also

needed for their input at a com-
munity meeting 6-8 p.m. tonight
at the Des Moines Fire District
26 office, 2238 S. 223rd St.

Metro is planning improve-
ments to bus service in south-
west King County, including
routes to and from Highline.
Metro wants input from stu-
dents about what would make
their travel easier.

Currently the routes 130,

See Metro, page 8.

File photo
New bus routes may make it easier for students to travel.
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New elections this month

By W.B. Heming
Staff Reporter

Three at-large positions in
student  government  have
opened up this quarter, follow-
ing three resignations in the last
month.

Students interested in run-
ning can pick up information
packets from Paul Gerhardt Jr.,
clection coordinator and Associ-
ated Students of Highline Com-
munity College (ASHCC) vice-
president of administration.

Candidates must obtain 50
signatures to run for the office
of student-at-large, according to
the ASHCC by-laws. Candidate
applications are duc tomorrow
by noon and must be approved
by Gerhardt.

The winter elections will not
be promoted at the same level as
the fall balloting, Gerhardt said.
“I"m not going to be wasting my

tme doing a promotion that
doesn’t have any impact.” he
said.

T he
clection
itself will
be Thurs-
day. Jan.
22 from
10 a.m.-2

p-m. and
again
from 6-8
p-m. The voter’s table will be
overseen by student government
members.

The resignations came in a
hurry.  Student-at-large Jon
Rugan resigned his post Fall
Quarter to attend school in cast-
ern Washington.

Former Vice President of
Legislation Alexandria Peacock
resigned due to personal rea-
sons. Student-at-large Yenerma
De Las Alas will take over her

role.

De Las Alas is planning a trip
to Olympia in February as well
' as work-
ing  on
ASHCC
by-laws
revisions.

Moira
Windon,
former
clubs and
organiza-
tions liaison, has taken a job in
the Student Programs office.

“My situation has changed
and my goals have changed.”
she said.

Windon will be replaced by
student-at-large Raul Sedano.

“I'm going to take up some
of Moira’s ideas,” Sedano said.
“They were good ideas.” Some
of those ideas include creating a
club directory and club calendar
of events.

e Las Alas

King

Continued from page 1

ments will be oftered at the
discussion.

On Wednesday Jan. 21,
Building 8 will play host to the
Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday
Bash from noon-2 p.m.

The pot-luck celebration will
feature a video on Dr. King's
accomplishments, plenty of
food. and music.

“This is considered our *fun
day’ of the week's celebration.
Since it is a pot-luck, the stu-
dents are welcome to bring any
dish they would like to the
Birthday Bash,” Oka said.

“We've had committee pot-
lucks in the past that were a
great success. I do hope this one
has the same effect,” she said.

Lastly, the Martin Luther
King Freedom Celebration will
be held on Thursday, Jan. 22
from 1-2 p.m.

This celebration will feature

aslide show about Dr. King, and
the Gethsemane Gospel Singers.

The Kent-Meridian High
School’s Stomp Group, “The
Unstompables,” will also appear
at the celebration, along with the
Martin Luther King Humanitar-
ian Awards Ceremony.

The ceremony will present
awards to staff’, faculty, commu-
nity members, and students who
make a difference at Highline.

“It is important to note that
this week is not the only time
that people should recognize
how important Martin Luther
King Jr. was to our society. All
people should recognize his ac-
complishments every day of the
year,” Oka said.
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Financial Aid focus

The Financial Aid Office will conduct a
workshop on Jan. 20 in Buildirg 2 from

-12:30-2 p.m.

The meeting, which will be hosted by

will be provided.

Last fall, when the event made its de-
but, it widely surpassed the expectations
of its organizers, with 120 students

The main objective of the meeting is
to expose evening students to the wide
variety of resources that the school of-
fers them while trying to reach their edu-
cational goals. Faculty members will
also be available to answer questions
that students might have regarding their
studies at Highline. Free refreshments

the Associated Students of Highline Col-
lege (ASHCC), will feature speakers such
as the Director of Financial Aid Stacy A.
Peterson and Financial Aid department ad-
ministrators.

Topics of discussion will include how
to qualify for financial aid; who can
qualify; deadlines for financial aid; how
transferring students qualify for financial
aid; types of financial aid; and some of the
common complaints dealing with financial
aid.

Evening students meet

Evening students will have the opportu-
nity to attend an informal reccption this
Wednesday . Jan. 21 and Thursday , Jan.
22 from 6:15 to 8:30 pm, at the Union Bay
room located on the lower level of Build-
ing 8.

The event was organized by Denny

showing up for the two dates scheduled.
This time, attendance is anticipated to be
equally numerous.

For those unable to attend this time,
additional dates are already in the plans
for the month of February.

Contract talks continue

Negotiations between Highline and the
union that represents more than 120 staff
members continue to proceed smoothly.

Representatives of the Washingtion
Public Employees Association and
Highline have met several times in the
past few months to discuss undisclosed is-
sues.

“There’s no gag order,” said Brenda
Mason, president of the WPEA, “but we
need to respect the table.” Issues will be
disclosed after the new contract has been
finalized.

Steussy of the Educational Planning Cen-

. TISS SAIGON
k PO & TERIVAKI

25006 Pacific Hwy. S. o
Kent, WA 98032

FREE DRINK (with order) 'till
THE END OF THE YEAR! *
 Fine tune critical job

Specializing in:

¢ Pho (noodle soup) w/beef &Teriyaki o

¢ French Sandwiches only $1.50!
What A Bargain!

Dine-in or to go: (253) 941-3388

Job Club is an
employment
resources network

Meet area employers

hunting skills

Get the job you
always wanted

Cashier Wanted
Nightshift

Competetive Pay
Part or Full time
Call Kevin:
(206) 824-7771

WASHINGTON

UNIVERSTTY
Lynnwood

SeaTac

Eam credits toward a Bachelor’s degree
in the Puget Sound Area this Summer

Business and Accounting

Principles of Managemant
Principles of Marketing
Operations Manajement
MIS: Data/Technology

Intermsdiate Acoounting

Law and Jusatioe

Financial Managemant
Self Marketing
Statistics

Computer Applizations

Individual Incoms Tax

Crime in America - Serial Killers

Crima ¢ the Amarican Dream

Psychology of Adolesocence

Criminology

For more complets information call us at:

SeaTac Centaer
(206) 439-3800

Lynnwood Cantar
(206) 640-1574

EEO/AA/TITIE IX INSTITUTION TOD 509-963-3323

JOB CLUB YOUR GUIDE TO
JOB SEARCH SUCCESS

Job Club meets every

Thursday starting

January 15th.

A IR

o When: January 15th

o It’s never to early to
start your job search

o Time:

* Where: Bldg. 4/123

Noon -1:30
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Spring Festi-
val will bring

Spring Fever

Bringin: in the new vear
means bringir o furs and inter-
esting events the whole student
body will enjoy.

The Highline Spring Festival
will make its mark at Highline
on May | ol this vear.

The festival is a combination

Arts and Crofts

By Charisti Croft

of different program cevents, all
combined into one. The event
will be sponsored by the entire
campus.

“Thcre are many depart-
mea's involved in making this
fostival a suceess.” said Kelh
Johnston, dire.tor of Women's
Programs.

The co-op. outrcach. student
activities, and publication offic-
¢s are just some of the many
departments involved in plan-
ning the festival

“We’ve reen doing spring
celebrations for 15 ycars at
Highline, all with different
forms and focuses. This year
we wamed to expand the cele-

bratigp ? said Barbara Muller,
counselor with the Women’s

Programs.

The festival will offer many
free events. A widc array of
workshops will be set up, with
all types of things to do.

The moming hours will fea-
ture a 50-employer Career Fair
sponsored by the Co-op Office.
Following the Career Fair will
be a wide array of workshops
offered in the afternoon. Body
fat analysis, watercolor demos,
starting a home-based business,
and taking your blood pressure
are just some to name a few.

“We are trying to get more
workshops available for the fes-
tival,” Johnston said.

There will also be plenty of
sports activities and music that
everyone can enjoy.

The evening events will in-
clude a community dinner with

- jazz music by the Ellen Finn

Trio. Following will be Cecile
Andrews, a keynote speaker
and columnist for the Seattle
Times. Her speech, "Finding
and Living Your Passion", will
be based on her book, *“The Cir-
cle of Simpuicity: Return to The
Good Life.”

The price of the dinner and
speaker has not been worked out
as of yet, but we’ll keep you
posted.

Although some minor details
are still being worked out with
the event, it will definitely be a
must-do thing at High'ine.

Christi Croft is Arts Editor of
the Thunderword an admits to
owning and using a Thighmas-
ter. The shame of it all.

By Lisa Novak
Staff Reporter

Cool and confident, the dra-

ma students sit outside the the-
ater, awaiting their auditions for

the Highline Drama Depart-
ment’s Winter Quarter produc-
tion of "The Trial," by Franz
Kafka.

Students must participate in a
closed audition wnere they give
a prepared monologue and do
some cold readings.

“I had a good audition on
Wednesday. I like closed audi-
tions because there is no one
else watching,” said Megan
Playle.

"The Trial" is an existentialist
play which has many of the dra-
ma students eager to perform it.

“Kafka is a phenomenal writ-
er and philosopher,” according
to Drama major Vinnie Tula,
“The script, actors, and set will

makc it a phenomenal show!™

Although several of the ac-
tors have not yet read the script,
many knew of Kafka’s work
and were thrilled to be taking
part in the production.

Phil Lira, Highline actor,
rented the video, and called the
play "different.”

Lira’s synopsis revealed a
story about a man who has been
arrested, not knowing why, and
yet everyone else in the story
does.

Not only are the students
looking forward to the new pro-
duction, they expressed excite-
ment about working with direc-
tor Chuck Hudson.

Hudson is new to the
Highline Drama Department,
previously directing at the well
established Seattle Repertory
Theatre.

Hudson may be.new to
Highline, but he is already gain-

Photo by Bruce Jarrell
Heather Simms, left, Kevin Hookano and Vinny Tula show their stuff in auditions.

Students try to go on Trial'

ing respect from his actors, who
are impressed with his extensive
resume.

The Drama Department's
rendition of "The Trial" is
scheduled to appear on Feb. 26-
28 and Mar. 5-7. All perfor-
mances will be in The Little
Theatre, located in Building 4 at
8 p.m.

Ticket prices are $5 for stu-
dents, and $6 for the general
public. Tickets will be available
at the door.

Do your
thang at
Club Night

By Matt Neigel
Staff Reporter

Fat, dance. and wim bre priv-
¢s this Friday afternoon an
Building 8. Club Night will ot
fer muste, food and bingo trom
4-6 p.mn.

Team Highbne is putting to-
gether the hirst opportuniiy tor
students to meet new peopic
while getting their hoogie on.
with entertainment that will
make you vearn tor more.

The exotic sounds and beats
of the steel drum band Bukra
Bata will rol} from 4-5 p.m.

Then after the band. you can
take part in an addictive game of
bingo with some of your fellow
Thunderbirds.

The game will be tast and
furious because there are some
big prizes up for grabs.

Admission will be $1 in ad-
venee in the Student Programs
Oftice in Building 8. or $3 at the
door.

If the steel drum band and
bingo are not your thing then
you may still want to attend be-
cause Team Highline is bringing
in D.J. Daisuke to spin some
dance tunes.

For more information about
Club Night contact Yumi Oku-
waki in the Team Highline of-
fice in Building 8 or at 206-
878-3710, ext.3537.

Arcturus entries needed

Highline’s student literary
magazine, the Arcturus, is look-
ing for artwork by Feb. 6.

The Arcturus is put together
by students in the Humanities,
Graphic Design, and Printing
departments, is offering all
Highline students and faculty
the opportunity to submit their
work for publication.

Photographs and artwork
should be reproducible in black
and white.

Arcturus Adviser Sharon
Hashimoto will collect students'

"work in Building 5, Room 212,

until Feb. 6.

All submissions should in-
clude artist’s name and tele-
phone number on the back.

Tell someone
yow love them

(maybe even someone yow know!)

Thunderword Lovelines:
Tell someone you love
them for $1 a pop!
Ads will run Feb. 12.
Deadline: Friday, Feb. 6.
. See Anita in the T-word

office, 180-106

ALERT - ALERT - ALERT - ALERT - ALERT
All parents interested in making family
life more rewarding and enjoyable...
The Pareats Place at Highline Community College
is the place for you.
We offer parenting support, discussion groups
and workshops for adults & children.

Parents can get information about adoption, discipline, divorce,
single parenting, developmensal disabilities, teen develuprnenl
blended family, multi-cultural families, and lots more..

The Parents Place is 2 famlly resowrce learning center

offering

Iadividual pareat consultation, family service & child development
resource information, parenting and child development books,

A comfortable parent lounge and fun child play area

Jree refreshments are always available
For more information call our friendly stafl:
206-878-3710 ext 3030
Bidg. 23 Rm. 114
Monday - Thursday 9am to 6pm & Friday 9am - Spm



Editorial

Bag check takes first

step, but not enoug:
P, 43
Phe Phehime Communty College Bookstore hos noben
micastres o combuai book bag thert
Thanks o an emplovee sugeestiong students have beess able

to check their haes betore gotng into the store.

The hag check Bookstore Manager Randy Fisher saiaowail
aperate for the first two weeks of every quarter during normal
bookstore hours as Tong as he has sttt avanlable to run it

The vag check system has recered “all kinds of positive 1e-
sponse.” he sard. That response has come with good reason

I the past, students were foreed to feave their bags unat-
tended as they sun into the bookstore to pick up their tent-
books. During the beginning of the quarter, lines in the store
could force students to leave thr bags unattended for more
than 15 minutes, sometimes ever longer. Sadly, thefts of book
bags sometimes were the result.

With the new system, even if stadents are not able to get a
spotin the bag check, there is sti'l a responsible party keeping
watch cver their precious cargo.

While the book bag check does solve the problem of book
bag theft, it is not a foolproof solution. The checking system
is only operable when there is enough staff to run it. On more
than one occasion over the past two weeks, the booth has been
left unattended.

Perhaps the long-term solution would be to install lockers
for students use. Even if the lockers were to cost 25 cents ev-
ery time a student used them, it would be cheaper than losing
$100-200 werth of textbooks.

It's a shame that precautions must be taken to guard against
theft at Highline. Despite this, further steps should be taken
so that no student should ever have to worry about running
into the bookstore at any time.

Highline opens after
long hours of work

The parking lot was relatively clear when students arrived
on Tuesday for class. The paths that students walked down
were clear of snow.

The campus was cleared thanks to a lot of work by facili-
tics and grounds workers. Ten of these workers labored long
hours so that Highline students could get to school on Tuesday.

Missing school is fun for a day, but after that, the missed
lectures start to add up. Without these workers' efforts,
Highline might not have been opened until Wednesday morn-

ing.

The Facilities department should be proud of the long hours

they put in.
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MLK day requires action

A friend of mine works at a
large retail clothing store in
downtown Seattle. She was la-
menting the other day about the
growing number of young shop-
lifters that frequent the store and
how they are becoming bolder
and bolder in their “five finger
purchases.” Apparently the
store’s policy is not to confront
or accuse the suspected offend-
er.

The frequent visitors have
caught on. “It makes me sad,”
she said, “Because a number of
them are black and I wonder if
they realize the harm they are
doing to their race.”

A few days later 1 was driv-
ing to work thinking about the
upcoming Martin Luther King
week of events. I began won-
dering if Highline students even
think about Dr. King and what
he stood for, or do they just con-
sider the holiday another day
off? 1thought back to the shop-
lifters. Is it the inequality that
Dr. King was talking about that
results in these actions? Has our
society produced this massive
competition for designer clothes
and cool cars and fancy cell
phones and if so, to what end?

Smoking, parking are one problem

Shuttles and smoking are
both problems that have come
up in recent editions of the
Thunderword.

Thougn these problems have
been presented separately, they
have a common solution, the
smoking st.uttle.

Just thirk, students who want
to strike up a butt can catch the
shuttle and be magically
whisked away to the wonderful
world of nicotine indulgence.
Granted, that magical world will
be located in the Midway drive-
in.

Here's how it will work.
When students apply for park-

With W.B. Heming

ing they'll have to check a
smoker/nonsmoker box.

Smokers will be issued a
Midway parking pass and a
shuttle pass.

The smoking student would
then park and get picked up by
the super smoking shuttle.

In between classes, if the

need arises, they can just hop
the shuttle and smoke away.

Don't worry about the cost,
Joe Camel and company would
be more than happy to sponsor
this little hunk of smoking.

The shuttle itself could con-
tain a cigarette machine that
would almost pay for the shuttle
in a week.

The location of designated
areas are a big headache and the
shuttle would be too expensive.
With the smoking shuttle, how-
ever, all these problems would
be solved.

W.B. is the opinion editor
and he dresses like an old man.

By Kayleen Oka

What harm is that doing to the
whole human race? 1 cearched
my memory {or any recent inci-
dents I had read or heard or seen
(that weren’t movies) that gave
me some sign that the fight for
peace and equality is still being
fought. Nothing outstanding

came to mind. It makes me sad
t00,” T thought.

As we remember Martin
Luther King next week let’s not

just remember Martin Luther

King Jr. next week. Let's act on
the injustices. even the little
ones we might witness against
peogple of all colors and that we
often let pass everyday. I plan
on making myv own personal
promise towards some kind of
social change. And it involves a
dream too...

Kayleen Oka is Multicultural
Programs Coordinator at
Highline.
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