
North America as killer whales.
Orcas can weigh anywhere

from 2.6 to 9 tons. Adultmales
are the largest and are identified
by their talldorsal fins. Female
orcas tend to have amore curved
dorsal fin.
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mune system functions, block
hormone activity, and cause live
cancer, pituitary tumors, leuke-
mia, and lymphoma.

Because of their destructive
properties they were banned in
the Untied States in 1977. But
many other countries still use
them, and PCBs pretty much
stay around forever.

"(Orcas) are the most con-
taminated marine mammal in
the world,"Moses said. "They
have the highest levels of PCBs
in their blubber of any marine
mammal in the world."

There was a dead female orca
found in the Dungeness spit, she
had 1000 parts per million of
PCBs inher blood.

"The orcas are being hit with

One of the main reasons orcas
are endangered are polychlori-
nated biphenyls (PCBs). PCBs
are highly stable oily fluids and
solids. They are fat soluble and

reside in fatty tissue and were
once widely used as transform-
ers and pesticides in the United
States.

PCBs however destroy im-

Photos courtesy of Seattle Aquarium

Orcas inPuget Sound face challenges that could lead to their extinction, experts say.
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Priest

Highline may be getting only
part of what it asked from the
state Legislature this year.

The college likely will get
$1.7 million for replacement
of underground power cables.
However money for mainte-
nance and operation of the Stu-
dent Union has not been includ-
ed in the supplemental budgets
now being hammered out by the
House and Senate in Olympia.

"Both the House and Sen-
ate capital budgets include
$1,717,000 for the college's pri-
mary power bank replacement
project," said

ikip Priest, pi
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budget." Priest
The mon-

ey will go to replacing high
voltage cables. Some of these
cables are 40 years old and
are malfunctioning, said Pete
Babington, college director of
facilities.

College officials are con-
cerned about lack of money for
the student center.

"The college will be im-
pacted negatively by not having
it,"said Associate Dean for Stu-
dent Programs Jonathan Brown.
"The need is great. We're tying
to expand."

Brown said the college will
require the state to step up to the
plate.

"Ihope it's not too late for
our state legislators to prioritize
our needs," Brown said. "Ihave
a lot of faith in our state legisla-
tors and representative that are
pro Highline and that they will
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Resident orcas in the Puget
Sound are not only endangered
they may become extint, High-

line's marine biology expert
Woody Moses said.

Moses spoke about the orca's
predicament at a Science Semi-
nar last Friday.

"They are very gregarious,
they travel in tight family units
called pods," Moses said.

Pods can have anywhere
from three to 150 orcas.

The orca pods in question
right now, are pods J, Kand L.

Pacific Northwest orcas are
found from the Puget Sound
through Alaska. The pods, J,
K, and L, summer in the area
around the San Juan Islands
feeding on the salmon runs.

"No one knows where they
go in the winter,all we know is
that they go on the outer coast,"
Moses said.

"They've recently been listed
under the Endangered Species
Act," Moses said. "There may
be some very, very serious im-
plications for that."

Now that the orcas are listed
they'll receive more protection,
Moses said.

Orcinus orcas are the largest
member of the dolphin family.
They are commonly known in
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Scholarship $Sk
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Available Now!

You could qualify for a
great scholarship

opportunity through the
Highline Community
College Foundation.

2006-2007 application available now

For more information call (206) 870-3774
or visitwww.funds4highline.org.

I,»'v 9rinnnu»'' •
\u25a0,:lW. |AEU3 3Cultural Cafe educates students

Korea.
Members of the community

will bring in Vietnamese food
for the students to sample.

The Conversation Cafe will
be held Tuesday February 28
from 1:30-3:30 p.m. in Build-
ing7.

For more information about
Conversation Cafe contact Lau-
raManning at 206-878-37 10ext.
6037 or at lmanning@highline.
edu.

This quarter's Conversa-
tion Cafe, hosted by Phi Theta
Kappa, willfocus on students of
Vietnamese heritage.

The students willtalk openly
about their culture and experi-
ences integrating their culture
with the American students.

The purpose of the cafe is to
reinforce the college's ties with
the local immigrant groups.

During the past the cafe has
featured Ethiopia, Ukraine, and

as a child there was conflict.
Growing up, anything related
to Africa was bad, not good,
shameful. That was my earliest
understanding."

"We weren't given much in-
formation about Africa.Ididn't
learn anything in depth about
Africa until college," said pan-
elist Darrick Brown.

Africans new toAmerica said

Sthey
have faced some

challenges here.
"Over here, black

people are portrayed
as jobless. They see
black people as all the
same whether you're

rr African-American or
African," said Ali.

have to deal withracism.
"As far as racism, Iknow

whoIam. It's clarification with
our country, we have to see the

"Iremember when Iwas
younger, Ispoke English in a
funny way, so my classmates
used to make run of me," says
Ainalem Gbreananya, a panel-
ist from Ethiopia.

"Ididfeel offended. Iunder-
stand that inAmerica, everyone
is clumped into categories,"
Gbreananya said.

However, the disgrace as
some of the panelists put it,of
being or knowing an African
in the past, are slowly fading
away.

Both groups said they still

truth," says Agnis Lukyamuzi, a
panelist from Uganda.

Brown, representing African-
Americans said "IfIapproach
them with respect, thenIexpect
them togive ittome in return."

"The purpose of this panel
was to dispel stereotypes and
misconceptions that Africans
and African Americans have
about each other," said Shur-
von Haynes, one of the panelists
and secretary of the Black Stu-
dent Union, which organized the
panel.

"I felt Iwas able to get a
glimpse of Africa through }uS
by talking to my peers on the
panel who were born and raised
inAfrica," she said.

Photo by Roman Klimenko
Student panelists (left to right) Agnis Lukyamuzi, Ainalem Gbreananya, and Darrick Brown speak to
the audience about the differences and similarities facing Africans and African-Americans.
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Highline's African and Afri-
can-American students tried to
bridge the gap between them at
a panel discussion last week.

"Bridging the Gap" brought
together a panel of eight stu-
dents - four African-Americans
and four Africans - before an
audience of about 50 people on
Feb. 16.

The panel aimed to tellpeo-
ple that although Africans and
African-Americans may look
the same, they are stilldifferent.
Panelists acknowledged the two
groups share similarities as well
as differences.

"There's a lot ofdifferences,
different cultures," said Mahu-
mid Ali, a panelist originally
from Somalia.

African members of the
panel expressed a great passion
for where they were originally
from, while African-American
panelists spoke of child- I

~

hood experiences that LjjjP
led them to judge their p3|L
Africanheritage. sBi

"It was negative to Wstm
be viewed being from Hp8|
Africa," said African- 1|||||
American panelist Kiana
Hayes. "Iremembered

A specialist working in the
Early Childhood Center was ac-
cidentally hit in the face with
a clipboard when another em-
ployee had the clipboard out,
the employee turned and hit it,
sustaining a red mark on her
right cheekbone under her eye
on Feb. 15. The employee did
not leave work and didnot need
any medical treatment.

Childhood Center
employee injured

Student sprains
ankle on stairs

A Highline student sprained
his right ankle coming down
the stairs from the third floor in
the library on Feb. 17. Security
made contact withhim and gave
him an ice pack and transported
him to his vehicle.

Student has
seizure at school

An 18-year-old male student
at Highline suffered a seizure in
Building 25 on Feb. 17. Per-
sonnel arrived and transported
the victim to Highline Hospi-
tal where the student was later
identified.

Nine youths between the ages
of twelve-to-fifteen-years-old
were asked to depart the campus
on Feb. 18 after the front desk
staff in the building 25 called
security to inform that they were
throwing rocks in the courtyard.
The warning was given and the
nine subjects left.

Rocks thrown
at school buildings

Graffiti was spotted in ad-
ministration parking lot. The
Des Moines Police Depart-
ment stopped by and requested
that the power box in the lot be
painted over immediately. The
graffiti was gang-related, and
was immediately painted over.

Graffiti spotted
in parking lot

Teens making noise

Five different teenagers were
asked to leave the library for be-
ingrowdy on Feb. 19. They left
upon request.

-Compiled byM.Maras
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Students try to bridge culture gap

BTECH 211 is to learn office features and their applica-
tions and usage in an office environment using Microsoft

Office Professional Suite: Word, Excel, Access, Power-
Point, Outlook, and Internet Explorer.

Use MS Word for Iaarn UftiA/ if\ Use PowerPoint for
Newsletters LwClllliiUW IU Training Presentation

Business Cards Web page
Brochures ,,.--»_ .. . „ Lecture Presentation
Resume Use MS Excel for Use MS Access to

Budget Inventory
r- it Travel Expense Customize Forms
For more Information Forecasting Customize Reports BTECH 211Contact Sam at: Course Grades make Data Page u,,u,;jm~~~

(206)878-3710 Investment Analysis HyDrid Uass
Ext. 4317 T &Th12:10 PM-

http://flightline.highline.edu ±.±o dm

/oalkhali/ . . .. w ,._ „. . .. ..Integration among MS office Applications

Do you need an edge when applying for an
administrative assistant or need to gain the
experience to integrate advanced office ap-

plications? Then YOUNEED TO TAKE

Sign up for BTECH 211

Got a class you're hoping to fill
up for Spring Quarter? Why

not advertise itin the Thunder-
word? Get an ad this size for
only $25 »get us the copy by
Tuesday, Feb. 28 and see your

ad inthe March 2 paper, e-mail
thunderword@highline edu or call
Sharonda at ext. 3291 for details.

Got students?




