
IndexGood Company 
opens up
the Blend/ P5

Lady T-Birds 
in second place 
in the west / P8

Arts
Campus Life
Opinion

5-7
2-3
4

Puzzles
News
Sports

10
1, 11-16
8-9

See Search / P16See Duke / P16

April 10, 2008 / Volume 47, No. 21
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Despite having cancer, Ens-

ley “Duke” Applegate refuses to 
let it break his spirit.

Last August Applegate was 
diagnosed with colon cancer, 
which has now spread to his 
liver.

This is not the first time Ap-
plegate has had to deal with a 
serious health issue.  

Before working at Highline 
he suffered from epileptic sei-
zures.  

After researching epilepsy 
and taking advice from his doc-
tors, Applegate got his seizures 
under control and started work-
ing for Highline.

Applegate worked at High-
line for 20 years.  

He worked in many depart-
ments including shipping and 
receiving, mail room, book-
store, and security.  

He says his biggest goal is to 
help others.  Applegate is now 
staying in a hospice, but he re-
fuses to let his illness get him 
down.

“Right now I am trying to get 
well so I can get right back out 
there and help others,” Apple-

gate said.
Applegate says he thinks peo-

ple do not take enough time for 
themselves, and says he misses 
talking to students and helping 
them with their problems.

Applegate says his doctors 
tell him he may only have weeks 
to live, but he refuses to let that 
affect him.

“I’m not going to put a time-
line on this.  I’m going to live.  
I’m going when I’m ready,” said 
Applegate.

He says he looks forward to 
visitors, and encourages people 
to visit him, despite of how he 
is feeling.

Jan Edwards, program as-
sistant at Highline, has visited 
Applegate at the hospice house 
and worked with Applegate for 
most of his time at Highline.  

“He always had a smile, and 
you never heard a complaint 
from him.  Duke was always 
there to lift spirits and he is 
someone you always look for-
ward to seeing,” Edwards said.

Edwards describes Apple-
gate as someone who always 
went the extra mile for others.   
Chris Panganiban, employment 
specialist at Highline, says she 
remembers a time when Apple-

By Nick Bare
Staff Reporter

People who worked with the 
late Rita Creighton say they en-
joyed her warmth, caring per-
sonality and her commitment to 
education.

Creighton, 58, died on March 
16 in her Normandy Park home 
from natural causes.

“Rita was dedicated to serv-
ing her community and improv-
ing education at all levels,” 

By Carrie Draeger
Staff Reporter

The Board of Trustees at 
Highline will name the finalists 
for the search of a new college 
president today.

The Presidential Search Ad-
visory Committee chose six fi-
nalists Monday to be forwarded 
to the Board.

The committee was sched-
uled to choose six finalists to 
be forwarded to the Board on 
March 17, but the death of 
the committee’s chairwoman 
and Trustee Rita Creighton on 
March 16 further complicated 
the process.

“Rita (Creighton) was a voice 
of inclusion and her legacy for 
the search will be that more 
people will be able to observe 
and interact with the candidates 
than was originally intended,” 
said Search Committee member 
and Reference Librarian Jack 
Harton.

The original plan was for 
each candidate to have a few 
public forums and then be in-
terviewed by the Board, Harton 
said. 

“There are some groups that 
will have more personal inter-
action with the candidates,” he 
said.

Trustee Dr. Edward Davila 
was appointed by Board Chair-
woman Karen Vander Ark to 
take Creighton’s place on the 
Search Committee.

“Ed (Davila) was quite aware 
of the position he was in and he 
was respectful of the process,” 
Harton said.

The Board can choose to in-
terview all six finalists or select 
a smaller number, Harton said.

“It’s up to the Board to de-
cide how many of the six they 
want to interview,” he said.

Expected to be interviewed is 
Interim President Dr. Jack Ber-
mingham.  

Bermingham has been serv-
ing as the interim president since 
the Board fired Dr. Priscilla Bell 

in 2006.
Highline is not the only place 

that Bermingham could be a fi-
nalist; he was one of four final-
ists at Santa Barbara City Col-
lege in California last month. 

Originally Bermingham was 
one of two finalists, but when 
the other finalist took a position 
at another school, more candi-
dates were added.  

The Duke of Highline

Shannon Clary/THUNDERWORD
Former Highline staff member Ensley “Duke” Applegate sits in his bed in the hospice house.

Former Highline staff member battles cancer

Board will name 
six presidential 
candidates today

gate was there for her.
“I hurt my back 15 years ago 

and I was in excruciating pain.  
Duke brought me a three wheel 
cart and drove me to my car.  He 
has always been that helpful,” 
said Panganiban.

Helping is what Panganiban 
says Applegate does best.  For 
his first two years at Highline 
all the work Applegate did was 
volunteer.  

His wife, Barbara Applegate, 
was working at Highline and he 
rode the bus with her and decid-

Creighton’s 
replacement not 
expected soon

Rita Creighton

Applegate at Highline in the 
mid-1990s.

See Creighton / P16
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Free TuToring!!!
Feeling over-

whelmed? 

Visit the Tutoring Center: Building 26, Room 319
We strive to help students 

to achieve their college success!

“The roots of education are bitter, 
but the fruit is sweet.”

~ Aristotle 

Sign up for help in:
Accounting/Business, Languages, Math,    

Science, Computers,Writing, and more subjects!

Mon-Thurs..........8:00am-7:30pm
Fri........8:00am-1:00pm     

http://tutoring.highline.edu

Hours:  Multiple Shifts Where: Kent 
How Much: $10.00-$13.00

Job #3603

Answering phones/greeting customers, 
data entry (10-key and Alpha-Numeric), 
filing, office management, etc. Microsoft 
Office Suite, Word, Excel, PowerPoint. 

~Part/Full Time~
Office Assistant

For more information, log on to Interfase at
www.myinterfase.com/highline/student or
visit Student Employment in Building 6.

Co-Opportunity: Cooperative Education

Hours: Afternoons
Where: Renton and Sammamish  How Much:  $10.00-$13.00

Math & Reading Assistant Job #3598 & 3599
~Part Time~

Tutor and assist students from pre-k to 12th grade in 
vaious activities related to Math and Reading. Must 
have strong subject knowledge and enjoy working with 
children. 

Student Jobs

Looking to bridge the gap between

education and work experience?

Don’t be the one who let opportunity pass you by!

Get real world experience 
while earning real college credit.

Building 6, upper floor

Science scholarship 
deadline approaching

The deadline for science 
scholarships is May 16. 

The scholarships are up to 
$5,265 per year.

Scholarships are available to 
students who are majoring in 
science or math.  These include: 
biology, chemistry, computer 
science, engineering, geology, 
and physics.

For students to qualify they 
must be eligible for financial 
aid, maintain a 2.5 grade point 
average and have 12 credits per 
quarter.

Applications are available at 
flightline.highline.edu/nsfschol-
arship.  

Movie Fridays presents 
‘There Will Be Blood’

Movie Fridays is presenting 
There Will Be Blood this week.

The movie will be shown in 
Building 7 at noon.

There Will Be Blood stars 
Academy Award winner Daniel 
Day Lewis.  

The film is about Daniel Pla-
inview and his rise to power in 
the oil business.  Plainview is 
charismatic and ruthless, and 
his success is driven by his ha-
tred of people and his enjoy-
ment in seeing others fail.  He 
uses his son to create an image 
that he is a caring family man, 
and manipulates landowners 
into selling him their property 
in order for him to own oil-rich 
land.  The movie follows Plain-
view as he realizes what his life 
has become and slowly begins 
alienating himself from others.

Free popcorn will be provid-
ed for viewers and afterwards 
students are encouraged to stay 
and discuss the movie.

Movie Fridays is every Fri-
day at noon.

Commencement speaker 
applications now available

Applications are available to 
students who would be inter-
ested in being a commencement 
speaker.

The application needs to be 
turned into the Student Pro-
grams office by Tuesday, May 6 
at 3 p.m.

One student is selected ev-
ery year to speak at Highline’s 
graduation ceremony.  

The speech will be three to 
five minutes.  It will address the 
positive experiences they had at 
Highline.  

The selected speech will be 
approved by the Commence-
ment Committee, and the speak-
er will be asked to seek help and 
input from writing and speech 
instructors.

For more information stu-
dents can contact Steve Simp-
kins at 206-878-3710 ext. 3215 
or Jonathan Brown at ext. 3257.

Nominate an outstanding 
faculty member

Students, staff, faculty, or 

Carrie Draeger/THUNDERWORD
A student looks interested in what the Black Student Union has to 
offer at the clubs fair last week.

Student’s cell phone stolen

A Highline student’s cell 
phone was stolen from the sec-
ond floor of Building 8 on Mon-
day, March 17. Security was no-
tified and a report was taken.

Attempted break in on a 
vending machine

A vending machine was dam-
aged at Building 29 in an at-
tempted break in on March 18. 

Someone attempted to pry 
open the door with a tool. High-
line Security notified the com-
pany who sent a mechanic and 
the machine was fixed.

Juveniles cause a scene

Two groups of males were 
causing a disturbance outside 
Building 25 on March 26. High-
line Security was notified and 
was able to quickly disperse 
the crowd and both groups left 
campus.

Backpack contents stolen

Someone got into a student’s 
backpack and several items 
were stolen outside Building 25 
on March 26. Highline Security 
was contacted. 

Wandering drunken male

An intoxicated male was 
found wandering west of the bus 
stop in the South lot on April 
3. Highline Security contacted 
the male and contacted the Des 
Moines Police Department. An 
ambulance was also contacted 
and arrived to take the man to 
the hospital.

Graffiti on Campus 

Graffiti was found on the sec-
ond level in the men’s restroom 
at the Library. 

The writing was fresh on the 
wall and the custodians were 
notified to clean up the graffiti 
near the sink.

Con-artist seducts students

A male was asked to leave 
campus and never return on 
April 8.  He had been found ha-
rassing females in the Library 
using the premise that he needed 
someone to help him learn Eng-
lish.  He had also been talking to 
females to check if his English 
skills were good enough to start 
school. Highline Security was 
notified and they contacted the 
man and escorted him off cam-
pus.   

-Compiled by Jason Baker

administrators at Highline can 
nominate a faculty member to 
receive an award.

The award is the Outstanding 
Faculty Award at Highline.  

The winner will receive 
$1,500 donated by Puget Sound 
Energy.  

The winner of the award will 
be announced at the Faculty and 
Staff Spring Luncheon on June 
12.

Nomination forms are placed 
in Building 8 and 6, and posted 
around campus.  

One nomination per person is 
allowed.  Forms are due by May 
5, at 5 p.m. in the Office of In-
struction.

To be eligible for the award 
the faculty member must be full 
time.

Numerous topics planned 
for Science Seminar

Science Seminar has many 
presentations planned for Spring 
Quarter.

Every Friday at Highline 

Science Seminar takes place in 
Building 3 at 2:20 p.m.  

Instructors from Highline 
give a presentation about a topic 
that changes every week.  

“Science Seminar is really 
fun,” said Dr. Eric Baer, a geol-
ogy professor at Highline. 

“You can see instructors teach  
the things they most love,” said 
Baer.

Baer is looking forward to 
the presentation on sustainable 
economics.  He says it could be 
a discussion that breaks a lot of 
new ground.

Baer says he is excited for 
the last seminar the most

“And then there is the last 
one-the chemistry show.  This 
is the one the fire department 
usually insists on attending.  I 
suspect that the first time it was 
because they wanted to make 
sure John Pfeffer didn’t ignite 
the audience,” Baer said.

The upcoming seminars in-
clude:

•April 11 - The Illicit Partner-
ship of Poetry and Science

•April 18 - Demystifying 
Computer Science

•April 25 - H5N What? The 
Last Ten Years of Avian Influ-
enza

•May 2- Science and the 
Law

•May 9 - Going Green: Sus-
tainable Economics

•May 16 - Learning and 
Technology

•May 23 - Escher: The Art, 
The Mathematics

•May 30 - Cleaning New Or-
leans after Katrina and Rita- An 
Accountant’s Perspective

•June 6 - The Fourth Annual 
Chemistry Show

For more information con-
tact Baer at 206-878-3710, ext. 
3513.
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Enrollment increase causes longer lines, parking woes
By David Olerich

Staff Reporter

Highline’s Spring Quarter 
enrollment is up over last quar-
ter and last year. 

At the start of Spring Quarter, 
March 31, 7,306 students were 
registered, up from 7,209 at the 
start of Winter Quarter and up 
from 7,048 for spring 2007. 

Campus officials did not re-
spond to questions about why 
the numbers have improved.  

In recent years, Highline has 
made some effort to reduce a 
multi-year decline in enroll-
ment.

The initial enrollment num-
ber can be a little misleading, 
since typically the number in-
creases over the course of the 
quarter. 

By April 3 enrollment had 
risen to 7,763.   College officials 
say the numbers rise as students 
add classes and late-start classes 
begin. 

This same pattern was reflect-
ed in Winter Quarter of 2008.  
Enrollment started with 7,209 
students and grew to 9,445 by 
the end of the quarter. 

In the spring of 2007, the 
number of students registered 
was 7,048 at the beginning of 
the quarter and by the end of the 
quarter 8,684 were enrolled. 

With enrollment increasing, 
students say that finding park-
ing is harder than ever.

Highline sophomore Ro-
chelle Bass said that she has 
had her fair share of difficulty in 
finding a parking spot.

“Parking is worse this quar-
ter,” she said.  “On Wednesday 
it took me nearly an hour to park 
on campus.” 

Despite her parking troubles, 
Bass spoke positively about reg-

give on what could be improved 
to accommodate the long wait-
ing lines at the cashier.

“They should have all four 
windows open during the first 
week of the quarter,” said Dang.  
He said that he believes the lines 
would be a lot shorter and move 
a lot faster this way.

“Why do we have to wait in 
two lines just to get a parking 

permit?” asked student Vanessa 
Evangelista.

Evangelista said she is dis-
appointed with having to stand 
in both the cashier and campus 
security lines just to receive her 
parking pass. 

She said that she believes 
there should be only one line so 
that the waiting time would be 
reduced. 

Evangelista was also disap-
pointed with the class wait-list 
system because of what took 
place during her registration.

“I was on a waiting list for a 
class and someone else went to 
the computer and signed up get-
ting into the same class before 
me,” she said.  “Somehow the 
system ignored the people on 
the waitlist.” 

Carrie Draeger/THUNDERWORD
Students wait in line at the Cashier’s Office during the first week of the quarter.

Commuters headed to and 
from Highline can expect typi-
cal delays and closures this 
week.

•The on-ramp from Spokane 
Street to northbound I-5 will be 
closed tonight from 10 p.m.- 5 
a.m.

•The left lane of the off-ramp 
of southbound I-5 to exit Swift/ 
Albro  in Renton to in install 
earthquake restrainers on the 
Michigan Street ramp.

•South 178th Street over 
I-5 in between Tukwila and 
SeaTac will remain restricted 
to one lane of alternating traffic 
through May.

•The HOV lane on north and 
southbound SR 167 between 
South 277th Street and South 
180th Street in Auburn will be 
closed tonight from 8 p.m.-4 
a.m. the following morning.

Construction continues to clog traffic

istering for classes.
“The more credits you have 

the earlier registration date you 
get,” said Bass.  “Basically you 
get the pick of the litter.”

Other students had a different 
take on the parking dilemma. 

“If you come early you al-
ways get a spot,” said sopho-
more student Thao Dang.

Dang also had some advice to 

•One lane in each direction of 
SR 18 at the SR 167 interchange 
in Auburn will be closed tonight 
from 8 p.m.-5 a.m. the follow-
ing morning.

•Two lanes of southbound SR 
167 between I-405 and south 
180th Street will be closed to-
night from 8 p.m.-5 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning.

•One lane of Grady Way near 
Oakesdale Avenue Southwest 
will be closed today from 7:30 

a.m.-5 p.m.
One lane in each direction on 

Oakesdale Avenue Southwest 
will be closed today from 7:30 
a.m.-5 p.m.

These three projects have 
been a weekly occurance for 
over a month and communities 
should be prepared for these 
closures to continue in the near 
future every day except Sun-
days.

•The right lane of north and 
southbound SR 515 near 180th 
Street from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. to-
day and tomorrow.

•One lane of SR 900 at Boe-
ing Access Road and Ryan Way 
around-the-clock until further 
notice.

•Expect delays in down-
town Seattle because of the 
Mariners five-game home-
stand Friday, April 11-15. 

The Early Childhood Learn-
ing Center is getting ready for 
the Week of the Young Child 
Celebration all next week.

The Early Childhood Learn-
ing Center is a student initiated 
and student supported Child 
Care program that caters to chil-
dren from 12 months old until 
kindergarten age.

The Week of the Young Child 
Celebration is a festive national 
event for children and their fam-
ilies.

The theme for this year’s 
event is to bring communities 
together for children, and that 
children bring communities to-
gether.

“It’s an event that brings rec-
ognition about the importance 
of parents in children’s lives 
and the importance of the level 
of a child’s education,” said the 

director of the Early Childhood 
Learning Center, Shelly A. Flip-
pen.

The event will occur all next 
week from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at the Early Childhood Learning 
Center, Building 0, and there is 
no cover charge.

“It’s important for people to 
come and participate in play ac-
tivities,” said Flippen.  “It shows 
how important it is for the chil-
dren and their development.”

On Wednesday, April 16 
there will be a dinner from 5:30 
to 7 p.m. and there will be hot 
dogs, potato chips, macaroni 
salad and juice served.

Two prizes will also be hand-
ed out every day and it’s free to 
enter the raffle.

Flippen said that anyone is 
welcome to join in the celebra-
tion.

Highline’s Early Childhood Learning Center  
 to participate in week long children’s celebration
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Write to us
The  Thunderword    encour-

ages letters to the editor and 

columns from the college com-
munity.   

Editorial cartoons on timely 
subjects also may be consid-
ered.  

Submissions will be edited 
for style.  

Due to limited space, please 
limit your submission to 500 
words or less. 

Replacing Creighton won’t be easy
Highline is in need of a new member for the Board of Trustees 

and there are important factors to consider when nominating a can-
didate.

Due to the untimely death of Rita Creighton, Highline has a 
vacant seat on the Board.  It’s not an easy job finding a qualified 
appointee, who would be a good representation of the local com-
munity’s interests with Highline.  This can be especially difficult if 
members of the community have just lost a loved one.

It will be difficult to find candidates as inclusive as Creighton, 
when it comes to the campus community.  She was a strong sup-
porter of getting the community involved and giving the Highline 
presidential candidates more exposure.

When a board is in need of a new trustee the governor of Wash-
ington appoints a replacement.  Candidates are nominated by local 
officials from the same district as the school.  The governor ap-
points the candidate and the state Senate confirms the appointment.  
Candidates must live within the college district, and are not already  
on a K-12 school board or employees of the college.

The Governor’s Office does have a staff that is responsible for 
appointments to all boards and commissions.  The staff will then 
speak with local legislators, other board appointees and the chair 
of the board in order to determine which candidate is best suited 
for job.

There are a number of criteria we hope the Governor’s Office 
will consider when the time comes to appoint a new candidate.  It 
would be best for the candidates to have a strong local connec-
tion to the community.  The broader connection and influence the 
candidate has to the community the better it is for the college.  It is 
important for a trustee to be knowledgeable on community matters 
and the workings of a college campus. 

Strong leadership experience with large organizations would 
also be a great quality to possess.   This way a trustee would already 
have a general understanding of how a large organization is run and 
would not be timid while voicing his or her opinion on policy.

Lastly a candidate should have a real concern for Highline and 
the matters concerning the college.  When a trustee takes a genuine 
interest in his or her local education system, everyone, from stu-
dents, staff, faculty to the local community, benefits.  Highline has 
a history of maintaining quality board members and it would be in 
the community’s best interest to continue this tradition. 

A presidential candidate’s re-
ligious affiliation does say some-
thing about his or her character 
but it should take a back seat to 
more important issues such as 
track record and policies.

The United States has a rich 
history of respect for religious 
freedoms and consulting spiri-
tual leaders for moral guidance.  
Often a politician will let it be 
known what religious institution 
he or she belongs to in order to 
show where he or she stands on 
matters of morality.

There is nothing wrong with 
this practice but sometimes it 
can cause the politician to walk 
a political tightrope.  Presiden-
tial candidates Barack Obama 
and John McCain have recently 
been the subject of public scru-
tiny due to statements made by 
their hometown ministers.  Both 
candidates felt the need to make 
public statements, distancing 
themselves from their ministers’ 
opinions.

We as a people should be 
paying attention to what our po-
litical leaders’ spiritual guides 
are saying, but we should not 
assume that the politicians share 
all of the same viewpoints.

When discussing matters of 
faith, there is no right or wrong 
point of view.  No real evidence 
is needed to prove whether a 
religion is based on fact or al-
legorical myth, because the be-
liefs are taken on faith.

Religion can be a great tool 
for the people, bringing hope, 
morality and a sense of belong-
ing.  In matters of government 
however, religion can be harm-
ful and even detrimental in the 
long run.  

Vote on candidates’ policies, not pastors
Commentary

Nathan Brown

The danger with mixing re-
ligion and government is that 
there are many interpretations 
of doctrine, even within the 
same faith.  Since religion needs 
no factual backing it should be 
expressed freely but should not 
be imposed on others.

Governments have the po-
tential to be equally as harmful 
to religious institutions by sup-
pressing free exercise of be-
liefs.

The architects of the U.S. 
government were very aware 
of the potential problems of 
mixing faith and government.  
It was so important that it was 
written into our Constitution.

“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof,” says the First 
Amendment to the U.S. Consti-
tution.

This is what is known as the 
establishment of a separation 
between church and state, most 

often attributed to Thomas Jef-
ferson.  The themes were also 
championed by James Madison, 
who co-authored, with Jeffer-
son, the Virginia Statute for Re-
ligious Freedom.

Maintaining a separation 
between church and state is a 
tricky matter and has no easy 
implementation.  Any person 
who thinks the topic is cut and 
dry hasn’t really thought about 
it.  Often politicians are influ-
enced by religious beliefs when 
voting.  The topic of abortion is 
a perfect example.  Determining 
at what point does life begin has 
always been a heated debate.

Our founding fathers knew 
that religion influences many 
leaders and is important to 
many Americans.  It is for this 
reason that the Constitution was 
written the way it was.  We hope 
to ensure freedom of religious 
expression but also maintain a 
separation as best as possible, to 
make sure people of all beliefs 
are never oppressed.

The American people should 
keep a watchful eye on the words 
and actions of our leaders’ spiri-
tual advisers but must always 
remain vigilant in protecting the 
religious freedoms our country 
holds dear.  No citizen of the 
United States, politician or not, 
should be overly scrutinized 
about his or her belief system.

The focus for the people, 
while searching for a presi-
dent, should be on whether he 
or she can run a country well.  
Policies the candidates plan to 
implement and previous voting 
records should carry the most 
weight in a presidential search.



By McKinzi Mortensen
Staff Reporter 

Highline’s Blend is going to 
mix it up this quarter.

Ranging from rap, Brazilian 
Latin, to Pacific Islander, all 
different genres and perform-
ing artists are coming to play at 
Highline.

The Blend is an ongoing free 
concert series featuring local 
artists performing live at High-
line.  This event will take place 
every other Wednesday at 10:30 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in the Bistro 
of the Student Union.

Throughout this quarter the 

Stirring up 
the 

BLEND
New director plans varied lineup for spring

Blend will include artists such as: 
Island Bound, a Pacific Islander 
band based here in Washington; 
Reco Cool, a local rapper from 
Seattle; Jah Breeze, a Reggae 
artist; and Society’s Child, who 
also performed last quarter.

James Santos is the newest 
director of Highline’s Blend and 
is the drummer for Reco Cool.  

“I listen to all different genres 
of music, such as jazz, reggae, 
and many others,” said Santos.  

Always hanging around with 
friends in leadership groups, the 

Satori Johnson/THUNDERWORD
Butch Harrison leads his band, Good Company, at the first Blend concert of Spring Quarter, Wednesday in the Bistro.  The bi-weekly series of concerts continues on April 
23, featuring Arturo Rodriguez. 

Five shows to highlight
annual spring one-acts

See Blend / P6

Satori Johnson/THUNDERWORD
Student actors go through their first reading of the play they will perform in the spring one-acts.

See One-acts/ P6

By Satori Johnson
Staff Reporter

Blossoming student actors 
and directors are preparing to 
showcase their talents at the end 
of Spring Quarter in a series of 
one-act plays. 

The Drama Department re-
cently held open auditions and 
has cast approximately 19 ac-
tors of varied experience levels 
to perform five short plays. 

“It was all very congenial 
and friendly,” said drama in-
structor Rick Lorig about the 
casting process. “Everyone got 
to cast the show they way they 
wanted.”

During each Spring Quarter, 
drama instructors Dr. Christiana 
Taylor and Lorig give advanced 
theater students the opportunity 

to select and direct a play of their 
choice. Their responsibilities in-
clude casting actors, conducting 
rehearsals, and producing a play 
for the community. 

“They learn how important it 
is to get their parts down quickly 
and get to rehearsals on time,” 
said Lorig.  “It really helps them 
become a better actor.”

Erik Hanson, who will be one 
of the two students participating 
as a director, said he is really 
excited.

“When a person is acting 
they are typically caught up in 
themselves,” said Hanson. “I 
can see what I can improve on 
by watching and observing oth-
er actors.”

Although the spring plays are 
intended to be directed solely by 
drama students, Lorig said that 

he and guest director Patrick 
Allcorn stepped up to the plate 
as directors in order to put on 
a show that they felt was well 
rounded.  Allcorn is a Highline 
drama graduate who has since 

worked for a number of theaters 
in the Seattle area.

 “We were just short of stu-
dents to fill the roles for direc-
tors this year,” he said. 

The one-act plays will run 

from May 14-17 at 8 p.m. at the 
Highline Theater in Building 
4, room 122. Tickets are $6 for 

The Thunderword / April 10, 2008



The Thunderword / April 10, 2008

www.ppww.org   1.800.230.PLAN

3.75x5LCnew.indd   2 8/29/07   2:13:35 PM

17817 1st Ave. S.
Normandy Park, WA  98148

Mary Lou
(206) 805-1704

fax: (206) 805-1705

Hours: 
Mon-Fri-11-9
Sat/Sun-3-8

Abruzzi Pizza & Pasta
The Original

Buy 3 get 1 Free
“Special”

Large Pepperoni $995

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Hip-hop Summit, and partici-
pating in the Jazz Club, Santos 
said to himself, “If I can do all 
of those things, why not be in 
charge of the Blend?”

Working 24 hours a week at 
the SeaTac Airport while man-
aging being a full-time student, 
Santos has a full schedule on his 
hands.  

However, Santos said that al-
though the Blend might take up 
more of his time, it’s all worth it 
to do something he loves. 

Although the Blend was suc-
cessful from the start, Santos 
thought there were some minor 
changes to be made.  

“I want every type of genre 
to be played, and I want it to be 
mixed up.  It’s the Blend -- what 
should it be?” Santos said.

When it comes to the Blend, 
there are no auditions.  

“They don’t come to me; I go 
to them,” Santos said.  

Santos said that his ideal 
blend is what is happening right 
now. 

“If I could call the Blend one 
thing, it would be called a laid-
back version of Starbucks, at its 
best entertainment.”

Yesterday, Good Company, a 
jazz quartet led by Butch Harri-
son, performed for the Blend at 
Highline’s Bistro.  

Good Company, a four-mem-
ber band, consists of a trumpet 
player/keyboarder, a drummer, 
a bassist, and an electric guitar 
player.  

Continued from Page 5
Blend

students and $8 for general ad-
mission. 

The show will consist of 
five short plays that range from 
15-25 minutes long. 

Last Respects by Colin 
Calvert will be directed by Han-
son. 

“(I chose) this play be-
cause I liked what I could 
do with the characters,” 
 said Hanson. 

It is a witty story that takes 
place at a funeral about three 
women who become confused 
as they realize that they have all 
had a relationship with the re-
cently deceased Mr. Throgmor-
ton.  The play will star students 
Brenan Grant, Ashlee Owen, 
Marlene Rodriguez, Jessica 
Richards, and Anton Sloboda.

Buck Fever by Bill Bozonne 
will be also be directed by High-
line student Mathew Hopkins. 
The comedic play is about two 
men who come to realize how 
little they have understood about 
their wives, and almost come to 
a sort of understanding between 
themselves.  Actors cast for the 

Continued From Page 5
One-acts

The music was upbeat and 
entertaining.  

The crowd applauded ener-
getically after every number.  It 
was obvious that Good Compa-
ny enjoyed playing their music 
and performing for the Bistro 
crowd.

The next Blend act will be on 
April 23 featuring Arturo Ro-
driguez, member of the Brazil-
ian Latin Jazz Band, from 10:30 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at Highline’s 
Bistro, on the second floor of 
the Student Union.

The event is free for all stu-
dents, faculty and staff. 

play include Michael Glenn, 
Anthony Keane, Danny Vogt 
and Renee Eddy.

A Chalky White Substance 
by Tennessee Williams will be 
directed by guest director and 
Highline alum Allcorn. This 
drama tells the story of two in-
dividuals who survive a nuclear 
attack a few hundred years in 
the future.  Erik Hanson and 
Mathew Hopkins will play the 
two leading characters.

The Man Who Turned Into A 
Stick by Kobo Abe will be di-
rected by Allcorn as well. The 
complex story that deals with 
the metaphor of death. Tyler 
Arns, Jared Stratton, Tee Nguy-
en, Kelsey Louvier, Sophia Vil-
lanueva, and Ngam Nguyen 
were cast to be in this play.

The Doctor Will See You Now 
by Christopher Durang will be 
directed by Lorig. The play 
takes place at a doctor’s office 
where colorful characters make 
for a comedic atmosphere.

Cast members include Cass-
ie Vandel, Leonia Coleman, 
Mathew Hopkins, and Brenan 
Grant.

“We have a range of plays,” 
said Lorig. “Some are serious, 
some are comedic.  It should 
make for a nice evening.” 

By Satori Johnson
Staff Reporter

Voices of Highline’s Cho-
rale will echo throughout 
the community this quarter 
as they plan and prepare for 
events to showcase their talent.  
Chorale, an audition-only sing-
ing group at Highline, will be 
preparing for their Spring Con-
cert. 

The concert is the last in a 
three-part series titled Music 
of All Time. The performance 
will be on June 5 at 7:30 p.m. in 
Building 7. The concert will be 
free and open to the public.   

They will be performing a 
popular piece from the Baroque 
Period titled Gloria composed 
by Antonio Vivaldi.  The com-
position has 12 different move-
ments and will take up approxi-
mately half of the concert. 

The performance will also 
feature the musical works of 
Highline’s Music Department 
chairman, Sydney Stegall.  

Stegall has been composing 

music for some time and will 
contribute his pieces for the 
concert. 

Music instructor Dr. Sandra 
Glover along with fellow music 
instructors will be contributing 
musical literature including po-
etry, songs and acoustics, for the 
Chorale to perform. 

Another event that the cho-
rale will participate in soon 
will be the Community Col-
lege Choral Festival at Green 
River Community College on 
May 9.  The group will interact 
with seven other choir groups 
and learn from each other, Dr. 
Glover said.

“The Chorale will benefit 
from the experience,” she said. 
“They have the opportunity to 
hear a variety of different musi-
cal literature, increase their di-
versity, and increase awareness 
of the Highline programs.”

The music department kicked 
off the Spring Quarter in the 
spirit of outreach by hosting 
concert featuring the A Cappella 
High School Honor Choir from 

Havre, Montana last Friday. 
Dr. Glover said that it was a 

good opportunity for the high 
school students to see what 
Highline is all about. 

“More students have become 
interested in attending Highline 
because of the high quality of 
the music program and the rec-
ognition it has received.”

The Chorale will also do a 
tour of local high schools. Dr. 
Glover said that they want to 
reach high school singers and 
introduce them to the outstand-
ing music program at Highline.

Although last quarter was a 
challenge for the Chorale, Dr. 
Glover said she has high expec-
tations for the spring Chorale 
group.

“The winter concert had to 
be postponed; last quarter was 
fraught with long term illness 
until even whole sections be-
came absent,” she said. “We 
have more members this quar-
ter; I expect the Chorale to ac-
complish even a higher quality 
than last quarter.”

Shannon Clary/THUNDERWORD
The A Capella High School Honor Choir from Montana performed for Highline last Friday.

Highline’s Chorale plans for a busy Spring Quarter



The Thunderword / April 10, 2008

By Catherine Dusharme
Staff Reporter

There are very few reasons 
to drive the rutted, torn up sec-
tion of 1st Ave in Burien.  Pho 
Vina, located at 15623 1st Ave 
S., is one of them.  It’s just as 
well that you currently have to 
go 25 mph, because if you were 
driving the normal speed limit 
you just might miss this colorful 
Vietnamese restaurant tucked in 
between a Quiznos and a physi-
cal therapy office.  

The plain storefront hides a 
tropical hued interior with walls 
of blue, green and purple, lots 
of plants and a large, clean fish 
tank.  

The family run business has 
been open for three years and 
serves affordable Vietnamese 
food like the fresh and delicious 
banh mi sandwich.  It comes on 
a 8” crusty roll filled with bar be 
que beef, pork or chicken and 
topped with pickled carrots and 

By Satori Johnson
Staff Reporter

Local theaters are in full 
flower as they raise their cur-
tains for the spring season.  No 
matter where your interests lay 
there is a play that will be able 
to make you laugh, or cry, or 
just think.

•The Burien Little Theater 
has opened their production of 
Lysistrata written by Aristo-
phanes.  It is a story of a need 
for peace during a time of war.  
The women use the only power 
they have by withholding sex 
until their men cease to fight the 
war. Director Maggie Larrick 
said that the play utilizes bawdy 
humor and is more than sugges-
tive about sex.  

“(We’ve) taken a modern 
translation of a creaky old 
Greek play that really is a com-
edy,” said Larrick.  The show is 
not recommended for children 
under 16 years of age.

The show will run from April 
4-27 with show times on Fridays 
and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and a 
matinee showing on Sundays at 
2 p.m.  Tickets for general ad-
mission are $18, with discount 
students/seniors/matinees tick-
ets for $15.  The theater is lo-
cated at Fourth Avenue S.W. in 
Burien.  For more information 
visit their web site at burienlit-
tletheatre.com.

•Valley Community Players 
are currently performing Funny 
Money, a farce written by Ray 

Local theaters create a buzz about drama this spring

Cooney that was made into a 
film starring Chevy Chase in 
2006.  

The plot follows a character 
who mistakenly switches his 
suitcase with another while on a 
train.  The character, Henry Per-
kins, discovers that the suitcase 
is full of money and schemes to 
run away with his wife to Bar-
celona to live off of his loot, but 
soon faces trouble with the law. 

The show will run from April 
4-20 with show times on Fri-
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. 
and only one matinee perfor-
mance on Sunday, April 20 at 2 
p.m.  Tickets are $15 for adults 

and $14 for students and se-
niors. They perform at the Car-
co Theater 1717 Maple Valley 
Highway in Renton.  For more 
information visit their web site 
at valleycommunityplayers.org.

•Lend Me a Tenor by Ken 
Ludwig will be showing at the 
Auburn Avenue Theater.  The 
comedy starts with chaos when 
the world-renowned tenor 
comes up missing the night of a 
big concert.   Panicked, they re-
place the lead tenor with an im-
personator who seems just like 
the real deal when everything 
goes awry.   The production will 
run from April 11-27 with show 

times on Fridays and Saturdays 
at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.  
Tickets are $15 for adults and 
$12 for students and seniors.  
The theater is located at 10 Au-
burn Ave.  in Auburn.  For more 
information visit their web site 
at experience-art.org.

•Renton Civic Theater will 
be performing Steel Magnolias 
by Robert Harling.  The off-
Broadway play that was made 
into a movie in 1989 is about 
a group of southern women in 
Louisiana.  The story center’s 
around Truvy’s Beauty Salon 
and follow the life and death 
of a character named Shelby 

Burien Little Theater is currently performing the Greek comedy Lysistrata until April 27.

Local Vietnamese restaurant  keeps 
customers coming back pho more

and her close bond to six other 
women.

The performances will run 
from April 11-27 with show 
times on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. 
and Sundays at 2 p.m.  Tick-
ets are $20 for adults and $15 
for students and seniors. The 
Renton Civic Theater is located 
at 507 S. 3rd St. in Renton.  For 
more information visit their web 
site at rentoncivictheater.org.

•Centerstage Theater will be 
performing the Broadway mu-
sical My Fair Lady based on a 
play written by George Bernard 
Shaw this season. The story 
centers on the character Eliza 
Doolittle who is a little rough 
around the edges.  Henry Hig-
gins, a professor of phonetics, 
takes Eliza under his wing and 
transforms her into a refined 
lady.  The characters face con-
flicts and personal struggle as 
they discover the meaning of 
true beauty. 

My Fair Lady will open on 
May 9 and run until June 1.  
Show times are on Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m.,  and mati-
nee performances on Saturday 
and Sunday at 2 p.m.  Tickets 
are $25 for adults, $20 for stu-
dents/senior/military, and $8 for 
youth 18 years old and under.  

The play will be at Knutzen 
Family Theater located at 3200 
S.W. Dash Point Rd. in Federal 
Way. For more information visit 
their web site at centerstageth-
eatre.com. 

white radish, plus fresh cilantro, 
jalapeno and their special sauce 
- it’s an explosion of taste start-
ing at only $3! 

Also delicious is the pho, a 
noodle soup with your choice of 
meatball, tendon, tripe or sliced 
beef.  The fragrant, flavor in-
fused beef broth is simmered for 
10 hours with spices like ginger, 
star anise, cinnamon and pep-
percorns, then combined with 
rice noodles.  

You finish off the soup your-
self by topping it with bean 
sprouts, basil leaves, limes and 
jalapeno slices that they bring 
on a separate plate.  

If you’re adventurous, you 
can stir in some sweet hoisin 
sauce or hot chili sauce for an 
extra kick.  I like that the pho 
comes in three sizes, ranging 
from $4 to $5.95, so you can 
have it as part or all of a meal.  

A regular patron who over-
heard me asking questions 
recommended the lemongrass 

chicken, a flavorful saute dish 
served with rice.  

And yet another customer 
stopped by to pick up his usual 
order of bubble tea smoothies. 

The bubble tea smoothie is 
a sweet finish to a meal, with 
those weird (but in a good way) 
chewy tapioca balls piled at the 
bottom.  I tried coconut, which 
was good, but the real fun was 
trying to suck up the tapioca.

The restaurant serves other 
Vietnamese favorites such as 
spring rolls, vermicelli noodles, 
entrees, fried rice and noodles.        

The service ranged between 
really fast - my entrée arrived in 
under five minutes - and really 
slow - I had to take my check to 
the counter after 10 minutes. 

The prices range from $2.75 
for the bubble tea to $6.95 for 
entrees, with prices the same for 
lunch and dinner.  

Obviously, the word is get-
ting out about Pho Vina.  

Pho Vina  206-988-1899
  

By Elize Papineau
Staff Reporter

Highline faculty will exhibit 
their published work in the li-
brary gallery for National Po-
etry Month.

April is National Poetry 
Month.  In observance, Highline 
literature and writing instruc-
tor Susan Rich has assembled 
the writing of various faculty 
members’ previously published 
works. 

The exhibit will be located in 
the Highline Library’s art gal-
lery.  The gallery is in the center 
of the fourth floor, immediately 
in front of you as you exit the 
elevator.

Every month, a new exhibit 
featuring faculty, students or 
local artists is displayed here.  
There is no admission charge 
and it can be viewed anytime 
the library is open.

On the walls this April will 
be pieces of writing presented 
as 8-inch by 14-inch broadsides.  

These will be accompanied by a 
one-sentence biography of the 
writer and the original source of 
the publication.  Decorating the 
remaining space will be color-
fully printed runners with short 
excerpts from the pieces.

Dana Franks, who is on the 
library exhibits committee, says 
she hoped to have the exhibi-
tion up by April 1.  However, 
there were problems printing 
the broadsides and the exhibit 
should be up sometime next 
week.

One piece is neither poetry 
nor prose, but a piece of pub-
lished sheet music from music 
faculty.

Another is from writing 
and media instructor Susan 
Landgraf.  Her work has ap-
peared in more than 150 pub-
lications and is decorated with 
many honors says her accom-
panying biography.  She chose 
to submit her poem, What if, 
today, you came home? for the 
exhibit.

Highline instructors to share their 
writing in Library art exhibit
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Lady T-Birds fly into second to start season

Caitlyn Ratcliffe/THUNDERWORD
A Highline batter looks back at a wild pitch in Monday’s game against Grays Harbor.

By Thunderword Staff

Good pitching and timely 
hitting have helped the Highline 
women’s softball team fight their 
way to second place in the West 
Division of the NWAACC. 

The Lady T-Birds are 4-2, 
behind only first-place Pierce, 
and 13-9 overall.

On Monday, Highline defeat-
ed Green River 11-0 and 7-0.

Freshman pitchers Cara 
Chaet and Carrie Crookshank 
recorded complete game shut 
outs in the make-up games 
against the Gators.

“They’re doing really well in 
hitting their spots,” said fresh-
man shortstop Kayla Leliefeld.  
“They have a lot of movement 
in their pitches.”

At the plate, freshmen catch-
er/infielder Michaela Hector 
went 5 for 6 with 4 RBIs in the 
two wins.

On Saturday Highline defeat-
ed Grays Harbor in both games 
of a doubleheader, beating them 
6-1 and 7-2.

Crookshank pitched the first 
game against the Chokers for 
the T-Birds, giving up one run 
on three hits. Chaet threw the fi-
nal out of the game, striking out 

one batter.
The T-Birds banged out 11 

hits, including two doubles 
from freshman shortstop Kayla 
Leliefeld.  Leliefeld was two for 
three with two RBIs, while Hec-
tor pushed in three runs on two 
hits.

“I go out there with confi-
dence and I don’t worry about 
what I need to fix,” said Lelie-
field, who leads the team in bat-
ting average (.510) and RBIs.

Chaet produced a solid out-
ing in the second game, giving 
up one run on four hits.  Chaet 

was able to keep the ball in the 
infield, inducing nine ground- 
ball outs.

Highline’s bats matched their 
previous hit total of 11, scoring 
seven runs to beat the Chokers.  
Sophomore centerfielder Lexi 
Nichols smacked three hits and 
plated two runs to lead the T-
Birds offensively.

Defensively, the T-Birds 
were very strong, committing 
no errors in the field.

“We know how to anticipate 
what the other team is going to 
do next,” Leliefeld said about 
her teams’ defense.

On April 1 Highline lost the 
season opening doubleheaders 
to Pierce College 7-1 and 8-0.  

Crookshank took both losses 
for Highline, giving up 10 hits 
and striking out three batters in 
the first game.  

Crookshank threw the first 
inning of the second game, giv-
ing up four runs, including a 
home run before fellow pitcher 
Chaet came in relief to finish the 
game.  

Chaet threw five innings, for 
the T-Birds, gave up 6 hits, two 
home runs and struck out four 
batters.

Highline’s bats were quiet 
throughout most of both games; 
the T-Birds gathered four hits 
in the first game, and five in the 
second.

Sophomore catcher Ashley 
Carey scored the T-Birds’ lone 
run of the day off of a deep sac-
rifice fly from the bat of first 
baseman Carrie Draeger.

For the weekend of March 
28 Highline participated in the 
Clark College Round Robin 

Tournament and won every 
game they played.

On March 30 The T-Birds 
beat Clark College (1-3, 6-12) 
twice by scores of 3-2 and 12-3 
and the Washington State Uni-
versity Club team 10-9 to round 
out preseason play.

On March 29 The Lady T-
Birds beat down Centralia Col-
lege (2-4, 6-8) 17-2 and the 
WSU Club team 6-3.

The T-Birds defeated Clark 
College on March 22, 10-4.

Chaet had six strikeouts and 
only gave up seven hits.

“We are coming together as 
a team and it’s showing on the 
field,” said Hector.

On March 15 and 16, the 
T-Birds were in Richland 
Washington for the preseason 
tournament at the Columbia 
Playfields.

Highline hit a minor speed 
bump, losing all four games at 
the tournament.

Two of the losses came from 
second-ranked Walla Walla and 
seventh-ranked Everett.

The other two losses came 
from Blue Mountain and Spo-
kane.

Highline played Centralia 
on Wednesday at 2 p.m. but re-
sults were not available at press 
time.

Highline will play South 
Puget Sound on Friday at 3 p.m. 
here at Highline.

Next Tuesday The T-Birds 
will take on Green River at 
Green River.  The game will be 
at 2 p.m.

Reporters Maxx Shelley and 
Stephen Marcum  contributed to 
this story. 

Highline trails only 
Pierce in West Division

Caitlyn Ratcliffe/THUNDERWORD
A Highline player slides onto base during Monday’s game against Grays Harbor
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Come to the 
Math 

Resource Center

A great place to learn!

Worried About Your Math Class?
StreSSing Over A Math Test?
Going berSerk Over Math Homework?

Resources include: Free Tutoring, Instructional 
Videos, CD’s, DVD’s, Practice Test Problems, 

Textbooks, Solution Manuals, FREE Graph Paper, and 
Much More!  And there is always a friendly staff person 

to help you find the right resources.

Located in Bldg. 26, room 319 just inside the Tutoring 
Center.  It’s all FREE!

Open M-Th 8am-7:30pm, Fri 8am-1pm

Winter skiing melts away, spring skiing shines
By Maxx Shelley

Staff Reporter

With winter slowly melting 
away, so is ski season and all the 
wonderful snow the ski resorts 
have to offer.  

Whether you’re a skier, a 
snowboarder, an innertuber , a 
snow-shoe enthusiast, only two 
weeks are left, give or take, be-
fore the mountains close and 
all you snow-sport junkies will 
have to hang your skis on the 
rack and sit around till next sea-
son.

Go ahead, let that idea sink in 
for a minute…

All right, now that you’ve 
let that devastating fact dig into 
your snow-loving soul and tear 
you apart, you can relax.  Here 
is some information that’ll help 
you choose which mountain is 
right for you so you can spend 
your final days on the right 
mountain, getting the best out 
of what spring skiing has to of-
fer you.

It’s a whole new ball game 
once spring skiing starts.  It 
doesn’t matter how good the 
snow was during the winter, it’s 
not going to be the same during 
spring.  You have to take a little 
care when choosing where to 
go.  Just because every moun-
tain has spring skiing, be cau-
tious, it doesn’t mean they offer 
the best spring skiing.

You have to take into consid-
eration all ramifications of ski-
ing during the month of April: 
the weather, the snow condi-
tions, the crowds, which lifts 
are open and which ones aren’t, 
hours of operation, ticket prices, 
are there any specials being of-
fered, and so on and so forth.

There are so many things to 
think about that it can often be 
difficult to decide where to go, 
if you even decide to go.

Here is a run-down on every-
thing you need to know.

As of right now, Crystal 
Mountain is fully operational 
and is getting more and more 
snow as the days go on.

In case you haven’t been to 
Crystal yet this season here is 
your chance to visit their newest 
run, Northway.

Northway opened on Dec. 22 

A Skiier races down Crystal Mountains newest run: 1,000 acre Northway opened December 22

and offers 1,000 acres of blue 
and black diamond runs for all 
those avid skiers who are look-
ing for a good challenge.

Since the beginning of spring, 
they have received three feet of 
snow and the temperature is 
staying nice and cool with sun 
shining during the day.

Crystal’s average annual 
snowfall is 350 inches and this 
year they’ve received 471, a 
huge improvement from previ-
ous years.

“The snow is outrageously 
nice right now,” said Johnny So-
renson, a senior at Todd Beamer 
High School.  “It looks more 
like winter than spring, that’s 
for sure.”

If the idea of skiing in a win-
ter wonderland such as Crystal 
strikes interest in you, it’s prob-
ably in your best interest to get 
there as earlier as possible.

Every year Crystal Mountain 
flies out some 20 Peruvians and 
they spend the duration of the 
winter season working and liv-
ing on the mountain and at the 
end of the season they are sent 
home.

With a shortage of employees 
and every run on the mountain 
fully operational, it would be 
wise not to underestimate how 
busy Crystal could be.

Because every lift is fully op-
erational, ticket prices will still 
be $58.  The mountain is open 
daily from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. until 
April 13.

If you’re looking for some-
thing a little less intense than 
Crystal and would rather spend 
a day flying high off jumps, 
launching out of a half pipe, 
or hitting up some rails; Sno-
qualmie is the place to go.

With the exception of Alpen-
tal and Summit Central, all runs 
are closed.

Alpental will be open Thurs-
day – Sunday through April 13.  
After April 13, Alpental will be 
the only lift open and will run 
Saturday and Sunday through 
May 5.

Summit Central will be open 
daily through April 13 and 
will be closed after that.  So if 
you’re trying to shred it up at 
their highly praised terrain park 
you better get up there quick be-
cause there isn’t much time left.

Summit East and Summit 
West are closed and will not 
open again till next season, so 
if you were hoping to drive up 
there to spend a day hitting the 
trails and taking a stroll through 
the backwoods, you’re out of 
luck and Snoqualmie probably 
isn’t worth the drive.

If that’s not bad enough, Sno-
qualmie no longer has night ski-
ing so you won’t be able to head 
up there after school and shred 
it up till 10 p.m.

Snoqualmie will be open dai-
ly, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m, through April 
13.  After that they’re only open 
weekends through May 5, when 
Alpental will be the only run 
that is in operation.

Ticket prices will vary based 
on what time you show up, as 
well as age range.  A 9 a.m. – 
4 p.m. ticket for an adult (age 
13-61) will cost $42 while a 1 
p.m. – 4 p.m. ticket will cost you 
$35.  For more ticket prices get 
onto the web site: www.summi-
tatsnoqualmie.com.

Stevens Pass is another 
mountain that is still fully op-
erational.

Besides a number of food 
and lodgings that are closed, all 
lifts are still running strong.

They are still getting snow, 
which should provide riders a 
few good days worth of board-

ing and skiing before they close 
for the season.

Stevens will be open 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. daily through April 13.

Stevens will also be holding 
their annual Spring Festival on 
April 13 and will have their lifts 
open all day, as well as having 
pond skimming and dummy 
downhill.

Pond skimming is when 
a rider races down a snow-
packed hill and skims across 
an icy pond.  Dummy downhill 
is an event where participants 
put a dummy on skis and race 
it downhill against a bunch of 
other people. 

If you show up to the moun-
tain at 9 a.m. tickets will cost 
you $50, but if you show up at 
noon the ticket cost will only 
run you $40.

Mt. Baker is the only other 
ski resort open in Washing-
ton and it’s only open Fridays 
through Sundays, 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m. up through April 27

All lifts are still fully opera-
tional and snow is still falling, 
providing some nice end-of-
season skiing.

Friday tickets will cost $34 
and weekend tickets will cost 
$42.

Mission Ridge on the other 
hand is out of commission and 
will not open up again for the 
season which is a bummer con-
sidering they offered the cheap-
est spring-season passes out of 
all resorts in Washington State.

If you are a die hard fan of 
Mission Ridge your only oppor-
tunity left to ride the mountain 
will require you to partake in 
the Alcoa Ridge-2-River relay 
race they hold every year.

It is a six-leg relay that in-
cludes cross country skiing, 
downhill skiing/snowboarding, 
running, biking, kayak/canoe-
ing and portage.

If you are interested in this 
event you can find out more at 
the web site:  www.r2r.org.

Scoreboard
Results from 4/8/08

Spokane 8 def Big Bend 0
Spokane 10 def Big Bend 0 
B. Mountain 8 def T. Valley 4
W. Valley 6 def Y. Valley 4
W. Valley 9 def Y. Valley 3 
B. Mountain 4 def T. Valley 0 
C. Basin 4 def Walla Walla 3
Walla Walla 12 def C. Basin 
2

Olympic 10 def Shoreline 0
Olympic 5 def Shoreline 2
Everett vs Peninsula (rain-
out)
Skagit Valley vs Bellevue 
(rainout)
Lower Columbia vs Cheme-
keta (rainout)
Clackamas vs South West 
Oregon (rainout)
Clark vs Mt. Hood (rainout)
Pierce vs Green River (rain-
out)
Pierce vs Green River (rain-
out)

Centralia vs Highline (rain-
out)
Grays Harbor vs South 
Puget Sound (rainout)

Results from 4/7/08

Skagit Valley 10 def Ed-
monds 2
Skagit Valley 9 def Edmonds 
0
Highline 7 def Green River 0
Highline 11 def Green River 
0
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Quotable Quote 

Crossword 101 
Across 

  1. Carpeting choice 
  5. ___ Hari (spy) 
  9. Severe 
14. Saturn or Mercury 
15. Megastar 
16. Misplaces 
17. Latch (onto) 
18. Boor 
19. Remote target? 
20. Band of nutty siblings? 
23. Topic for Hoyle 
24. Part of H.M.S. 
25. Like Van Gogh’s night 
28. Gab 
32. Puget sound site 
33. Father 
35. Greetings 
36. TV’s Paternal bookie? 
40. “The Greatest” 
41. Stately trees 
42. M*A*S*H setting 
43. Urban play area 
46. Crunchy vegetable 
47. Scale notes 
48. Swears 
50. Cone-headed family 
      singers? 
56. “Psycho” motel 
57. Game delayer 
58. Latin 101 verb 
59. Liqueur flavoring 
60. “Picnic” playwright 
61. Talk wildly 
62. Trials 
63. RR employee 
64. Eats 

Down 
  1. Epic story 
  2. Ship’s frame 
  3. Proton’s place 
  4. City in Genesis 
  5. Gently 
  6. Clay brick 
  7. Guided trips 

Smartness runs in 
my family. When I 
went to school I was 
so smart my teacher 
was in my class for 
five years. 

— George Burns 

  8. Choir member 
  9. Gibson of tennis 
10. Hidden 
11. U.S. ally in W.W. II 
12. Tiger’s props 
13. Inexact fig. 
21. Clara Barton, for one 
22. Passed 
25. Couches 
26. Song syllables 
27. ___ good faith (2wds) 
28. All in favor 
29. Cry of accomplishment 
30. Pop quantity 
31. Op-ed piece 
33. Ella’s forte 
34. Publicity 
37. Perch 
38. Distorts 
39. Reinforces 
44. Most parched 
45. Contacts, e.g. 
46. Originated 
48. Hersey’s Bell town 

49. Churchill’s gesture 
50. Glass piece 
51. Mayberry sot 
52. Newsman Sevareid 
53. Jacob’s twin 
54. Reply, briefly 
55. Dates 
56. Cave dweller 

Arts Calendar
•Kent Arts Commission 

presents If You Give a Pig a 
Party, Saturday, April 10 at 
the Kent-Meridian Perform-
ing Arts Center, 10020 SE 
256th St.

Dallas Children’s Theater 
brings this musical adap-
tation of one of Laura Nu-
meroff’s best selling books 
features the irresistible ad-
ventures of a darling pig and 
her loveable friends.  

Live musical accompani-
ment and outrageous physi-
cal comedy make this ad-
aptation of the story into a 
compelling theatrical experi-
ence for both pint-sized fans 
and their parents.  The show 
is recommended for ages 
three and up.  

Tickets are $10 for adults, 
$8 for students and seniors, 
and $30 for a family pack (2 

adults, 2 children).  
Tickets are available on-

line at www.kentarts.com, 
by calling 253-856-5051 or 
in person at the Kent Com-
mons, 525 4th Ave. N.

•Indian slide guitarist De-
bashish Bhattacharya per-
forms Saturday, April 19 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Kent-Merid-
ian Performing Arts Center, 

10020 SE 256th St.
Bhattacharya is consid-

ered one of the greatest 
slide guitarists in India.   He 
is known for blending tradi-
tional Indian music with world 
music and the blues.  Joining 
Debashish are his siblings 
Subhasis, a master percus-

sionist and Sutapa, one of 
India’s foremost vocalists.  

Tickets are $20 for adults 
and $18 for students and se-
niors.  Tickets are 
available on-line 
at www.kentarts.
com,.

•Got arts news? 

Contact arts editor Sa-
tori Johnson at sajohn-
son@highline.edu, or call 
206-878-3710, ext. 3318.  

Last week’s

X  MARKS  THE  SPOT 

1. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: Where is Johns Hop-
kins Hospital located?

2. MEDICINE: Why does 
the human body need io-
dine?

3. MOVIES: What is the 
subtitle to the movie Dr. 
Strangelove?

4. GAMES: What figure is 
the knight in chess?

5. LITERATURE: Who 
wrote the children’s book 
Where the Sidewalk Ends?

6. GEOGRAPHY: What is 
the highest mountain in the 
Alps?

7. ARCHITECTURE: What 
was the nationality of Andrea 
Palladio, a leading figure in 
Western architecture?

8. BUSINESS: What kind 

of business is Rand McNally 
primarily involved in?

9. U.S. STATES: What 
does the name “Ohio” 
mean?

10. EXPLORATION: What 
was the name of the first per-
son to orbit the Earth?

Answers
1. Baltimore
2. Proper function of thy-

roid gland
3. How I Learned to Stop 

Worrying and Love the 
Bomb

4. A horse
5. Shel Silverstein
6. Mount Blanc
7. Italian
8. Maps
9. Iroquoian for “good riv-

er”
10. Russian cosmonaut 

Yuri Gagarin

(c) 2008 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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C-SPAN ‘08 
campaign 
bus leaves 
Highline 

Jocie Olson/THUNDERWORD
The C-SPAN bus is raising awareness for the upcoming election.

By Jaren Lewis
Staff Reporter

Highline’s S&A Budget 
Committee has finished delib-
erations on how to allocate next 
year’s activities budget.

The Services & Activities 
Budget Committee sorts out 
how to divide funding between 
various extracurricular pro-
grams and clubs, such as the 
Student Government and the 
Thunderword.  

It comprises a committee 
chair, the Student Government 
president and vice-president, 
three to four student represen-
tatives and about six staff and 
faculty members.

The budget is funded from 
various sources, such as student 
fees, program revenue, and an 
allocation from Running Start.

S&A committee nears budget agreement
The committee has been 

meeting since the beginning of 
January, and the majority of that 
time was spent reviewing de-
partment requests. 

Though deliberations spanned 
only two three-hour meetings, 
Associate Dean of Student Pro-
grams Jonathan Brown stressed 
that it is “a three-month pro-
cess.”

The budget for 2008-2009 
is approximately $2.2 million; 
about $1.2 of that is going to 
non-negotiable costs, such as 
the debt from Building 8, ac-
cording to committee members.  

How the rest will be divided 
was decided during Tuesday, 
April 7’s meeting, where a 
preliminary balance was deter-
mined.

“We have really moved from 
a verbal… to a data process,” 

Brown said. This budget will 
be confirmed after appeals next 
Wednesday, April 16.

Most notable among the bud-
get approvals were the Dance 
team, whose budget increased 
by $1,200, more than double 
last year’s budget, to $1,950. 

Ethnic Cultural Programs, 
which was allotted another 
$8,000 to total $31,400; and 
Clubs & Organizations who re-
ceived an additional $10,000, 
giving them $33,000.

The only decreased alloca-
tion was the Child Care Cen-
ter, which predicted a large 
enough increase in revenue that 
it requested $12,000 less from 
S&A.

The committee holds meet-
ings in Mt. Skokomish on the 
second floor of Building 8 on 
Wednesdays, from 3 to 5 p.m.

By Jason Baker
Staff Reporter

Some students want you to 
get on the bus and they’re not 
talking about Metro. 

Jayne Crebassa and Isaac 
Cameron are part of the Student 
Government at Highline and 
were outside the Student Union 
Building on Wednesday, April 
9 along with the C-SPAN Cam-
paign 2008 bus to bring aware-
ness to the 2008 presidential 
election.

“We are trying to use the 
hype of the bus to raise aware-
ness to voters about the upcom-
ing presidential election,” said 
Crebassa. 

“This is a historical time and 
we really need to get students to 
vote,” Cameron said. 

Along with Rashard Norris, 
the Outreach director, Cameron 
and Crebassa are trying to in-
crease the number of registered 
voters at Highline.

“It is a main goal for us (Stu-
dent Government) to get as 
many non-registered voters at 
Highline to register and become 
aware of the presidential elec-
tion,” said Cameron. 

They are also promoting and 
recruiting for the student elec-
tion of president and vice presi-
dent on May 24-25. 

“We have applications for 
anyone who is interested in run-
ning for president or vice presi-
dent for the 2008-2009 school 
year,” added Crebassa.   

The C-SPAN Campaign 
2008 bus was also on campus to 
talk to students and make them 
aware of all that C-SPAN of-
fers.

“This bus is a public outreach 
facility and a mobile studio,” 
said Matthew McGuire.

C-SPAN has two buses that 
tour the country 11 months out 
of the year.  

They started touring in 1993 
with one bus and then added a 
second bus in 1996 because it 
was so popular.

This bus can do many things 
such as a simple stop to talk 
about the presidential election, 
like what they did here at High-
line, 

They’re also able to cover 
important events across the 
country.

It travels more than 30,000 
miles a year and makes two to 
three stops each day.

“We go to a new city every 

day to share about C-SPAN.  
Crews work one week on and 
three weeks off; so come the end 
of this week we will be in Boise 
and a new crew will start,” said 
McGuire. 

 C-SPAN was created in 1979 
and was made to give the view-
ers a show with no commercials 
and no opinion or commentary 
from the network.

“We want to show students 
what our network is about and 
how we are different from our 
competition,” said McGuire.

“We offer a show that is un-
interrupted from start to finish 
so that the viewer can get the 
whole story for themselves.  We 
do have people on from time to 
time who will give their opinion 
and commentary on a topic but 
they are always guest and not 
people from our network,” said 
McGuire. 

Reporter Brenden Kolman 
contributed to this story.

Highline student Steve Simp-
kins has been named a member 
of the 2008 All-Washington Ac-
ademic Team.

Together with the honor 
of making the academic team 
he will also receive $ 1,000 in 
scholarship funds.

Simpkins has maintained a 
3.99 GPA and has been elected 
student body president.

Simpkins enrolled at High-
line when he was 40 years old 
and was planning to take pre-
requisites in order to get into a 
nursing program.

Now Simpkins is reaching 
one step higher and next year he 
will begin a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nursing.  He plans to 
go on after his bachelor’s to get 
a double master’s in nursing and 
public health.

Highline student earns
statewide award
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how to write a winning
personal statement!

Don’t Miss Out!
transfer stuDents!

Attend this session and you will learn how to 
submit a great personal essay with your future 
transfer admission application!  Learn how to 
make your application come “alive” with 

some excellent writing and content tips!  
No need to sign up.  

Tuesday, 
April 22, 12:15 - 1:05 PM

InTer-CulTurAl CenTer,
Bldg. 6, 1st floor, rm. 151

By Jocie Olson
Staff Reporter

Common Course Numbering 
is at Highline to stay.  

During a recent meeting, 
Washington’s State Board for 
Community and Technical Col-
leges adopted the numbering 
system as a board policy to be 
implemented in all colleges by 
Summer of 2008.

Common Course Numbering 
is a system that renames equiva-
lent courses of Washington’s 34 
community and technical col-
leges with the same identifica-
tion number.

The system will call for a 
renaming of some courses such 
as writing and literature, which 
will become English.      

In Fall of 2003, the com-
munity and technical college 
presidents had a task force put 
together to study options to 
improve transferring among 
the community and technical 
colleges.  Three options were 
proposed including Common 

By Liz Phillips
Staff Reporter

Women’s Programs wants 
nominees for its annual Ex-
traordinary/Ordinary Women 
awards.  

The awards honor “women 
who have overcome barriers 
and who strive to better them-
selves,” said Deana Rader, di-
rector of Women’s Programs. 

The nominees for the Ex-
traordinary/Ordinary Women’s 
award should be women who are 
looking to better themselves and 
help others.  The Women’s Pro-
grams office, located in Build-
ing 6, will be accepting nomina-
tions throughout this month. 

Students, staff and faculty are 
encouraged to nominate women 
at Highline who have exhibited 
qualities of strength, overcom-
ing weaknesses and “who really 
support women in our commu-
nity,” Rader said. 

This is Rader’s first year as  
Director of Women’s Programs. 

The celebration will feature 
Debrena Jackson Gandy, author 
of Sacred Pampering Principles 
and All the Joy You Can Stand.  
Gandy is a noted keynote speak-
er and seminar leader.  

The deadline for nominations 
is April 23.  Nomination forms 
can be obtained in the Women’s 
Programs offices in Building 6.

The award ceremony is on 
May 2.  The location has not yet 
been announced. 

By Marin Bergman
Staff Reporter

Tickets are now on sale for 
GlobalFest.

The annual celebration of 
international culture returns to 
Highline on May 10 from 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. in the Student Union, 
Building 8.

“We should all have an inter-
est in the great diversity repre-
sented at Highline Community 
College,” said Vicky Chu, of the 
International Leadership Stu-
dent council.  “This is an amaz-
ing way to see it all at once.”

Chu urges people to buy tick-
ets right away.

“Last year tickets were com-
pletely sold out,” said Chu.  “So 
purchase yours early and don’t 
miss out.”

Organized by International 

Course Numbering, Virtual 
Course Numbering, and stan-
dardized curriculum.  

Virtual Course Numbering, 
or virtual crosswalk, would 
have allowed students, advisers, 
and faculty to match courses 
from college to college on a 
web-based system.  

Common Course Numbering 
was chosen and the presidents 
voted on the plan last May.

“Highline has never been 
in support of Common Course 
Numbering,” said Marie Zim-
merman, interim vice president 
for Academic Affairs.  “We were 
in favor of the virtual crosswalk 
numbering.”

Zimmerman explained that 
the numbering system is not as 
simple as changing the number 
of the course.  She said that in 
some instances the number will 
assume a different department 
name.  

Highline will now be imple-
menting the system.  

“We will need to adopt the 
Common Course Numbering 

system so that we are not out of 
compliance,” Zimmerman said.  

The cost of the new system 
will include additional pages 
to identify the relationship be-
tween the old and the new sys-
tems, Zimmerman explained.  

For students who overlap the 
time period there may be some 
confusion.

“They will need to have a 
tool to help them move back 
and forth,” Zimmerman said.  

Chris Reykdal, director of 
administration services for 
Washington’s State Board, ex-
plained that the Board adopted 
the system as a policy because 
they were concerned that col-
leges would opt in and out of it.

“There was a risk of it not be-
ing effective.  They (the Board) 
were seeking consistency,” 
Reykdal said.  

So far nine colleges have 
implemented Common Course 
Numbering.

“We believe that all of the 
colleges will adopt the system 
in a timely way,” Reykdal said.  

Highline’s new course numbering 
system to be common, not popular

Student Programs, this festi-
val features performances from 
multiple cultures for all ages.

Activities include Chinese 
song, Japanese drumming (Tai 
Ko), and Pakistani, Russian and 
Vietnamese dancing.

A diverse fashion show will 
spotlight ethnic attire of cultures 
from around the world.  

Hands-on activities such as 
origami and chopstick lessons 
will be available for everyone.

Culture booths and a buffet 
with a variety of regional spe-
cialty dishes are also included 
in the ticket price.

You can purchase tickets 
across from the Highline book-
store in the Student Union as 
well as in Building 9, in the 
International Student Programs 
office.  Tickets are $12 for adults 
and $5 for children.  

David Hsu/THUNDERWORD
Tai Ko drummers laying down a phat beat at last year’s Global-
Fest.

Don’t miss a beat - buy 
tickets to GlobalFest

Women’s Programs
seeks great women

By Whitney Iwasaki
Staff Reporter

The Volunteer Fair is an event 
at Highline where students and 
faculty can get more involved in 
the community.

The event takes place April 
15, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
Student Union Building.

“Most of the time, the prob-
lem about volunteering is not 
knowing where to get started,” 
said Eleven Lui, who is part of 
the Volunteer Fair Committee.  
“For people who want to vol-
unteer, but don’t know where to 
go, this is the place.”

More than 40 organizations 
that are all recognized around 
the world are coming to support 
this event here at Highline. 

 Organizations participating 
include: Big Brothers/Big Sis-
ters of Puget Sound, the City of 
Kent Police Department, Kent 
Youth and Family Services, 
KNBQ radio, League of Wom-
en Voters, MaST Marine & Sci-

ence Technology Center, Puget 
Sound Blood Center, Southern 
Sudanese, and the Washington 
State Democrats.

 “School is not only supposed 
to be study, study, study; it can 
be fun too,” said Olivia Ho, who 
is also part of the Volunteer Fair 
Committee. 

The theme of this year’s fair 
is “Start small, go BIG.”

“You can start small by just 
joining the Volunteer Fair, and 
go big by actually volunteering,” 
said Shanti Liang, the Volunteer 
Fair Committee chairwoman. 

 “The more you volunteer, 
the more opportunities that will 
come your way,” Ho said.  

Free popcorn and cotton can-
dy will be distributed to those 
who stop by and check out all 
the volunteering opportunities. 

“This fair and this group of 
people are like chopsticks,” said 
Liang.  “With just one it can 
break easily, but the more you 
get, the harder it is to break as 
a whole.” 

Make a difference - volunteer
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Chelsea By The Bay Apartments                            Des Moines Hills Apartments 
1823 S. Kent Des Moines Rd. * 206– 878-1480                 23020 25th Ave. S. * 206-824-1760 

 

Your Home. Your Life. Your Choice. 
 Two Apartment Communities in Des Moines to Choose From! 

Preferred Student Program! 

As a part of our Preferred Student Program, we are offering you 1/2 
off of your security deposit and no application fee! 

Mention this ad and bring proof of enrollment to get started! 

1/2 Off 
Deposit &No 
Application 

Fee!! 

*Relaxing Pool  
*Spa (Chelsea By The Bay) 
*Easy Access to Freeways 

*Walking Distance to Highline Community College 
*Newly Renovated Homes 

*Pet Friendly 
*New Appliances 

*Professional On-Site Management and Maintenance 
Call Us Today To Schedule an Appointment  

To See Your New Home! 

Chelsea By The Bay: 206-878-1480 
Des Moines Hills: 206-824-1760 

Apartment Amenities 
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EQUIP 
YOURSELF
You know that learning new skills leads to a brighter 
future.The Army National Guard teaches those skills.
You’ll experience discipline, teamwork, leadership, and career training.
Along with your paycheck, members are eligible to collect tuition assistance
and get valuable military benefits. Equip yourself for the future. Call today,
and learn how to do it in the Army National Guard.

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com

AMS-22R_3.88x5.qxd  1/24/08  12:53 PM  Page 1
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Since 1975, 227,605 undergraduate students
system-wide graduated from DeVry and
90% of those in the active job market were
employed in career-related positions within
6 months of graduation.

If you have some college, you can complete
your bachelor’s degree in DeVry University ’s
accelerated courses. Classes start soon, so
discover the education that is helping
Michelle build a future she can be proud of.

Log on to 
DeVryCompletion.com/HCC

DeVry University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the
North Central Association, www.ncahlc.org. 
Program availability varies by location. 
© 2008 DeVry University.  All rights reserved.  

3600 S. 344th Way
Federal Way, WA 98001

I can do it on my own.

With that degree, 
it’s gonna give me more

opportunity so I ca
n make more money. 

how to deal with people, codes of

the hiring process, paper
work....

is something that you worked for .

I feel more accomplished.
I feel better as a person now.

A job is just a job. A career

conduct, loyalty, ethics,

I’m already working with human resources-

I won’t need anyone’s help.

Michelle Oquendo ‘08
Technical Management

By Kandi Carlson
Staff Reporter

Public perceptions of poverty 
affect how people respond to the 
problem of poverty, a speaker 
said here last week.

Dustin Washington, a rep-
resentative of the American 
Friends Service Committee, 
spoke about the way poverty is 
perceived at the First Fridays 
Leadership Institute on April 4.

The Service Committee is an 
organization that carries out so-
cial justice and peace programs 
throughout the world.  

Washington spent the two-
hour workshop talking to the au-
dience about the different ways 
people are taught to think about 
each other from a young age.  

The exercise Washington 
used to demonstrate this theory 
was the connecting of nine dots 
in a box-like pattern with four 
lines without lifting your pen-
cil.

There is a solution, but in 
order to complete the task cor-
rectly, “You must think outside 
the box,” Washington said.

Only two individuals in the 
meeting were able to complete 
the exercise correctly. 

Washington said “this rep-
resents the amount of people 
stuck in their box.” 

Washington was joined by 

The Counseling and Career 
Resource Center is holding a 
Spring Workshop Series featur-
ing several events throughout 
the quarter.

Kathy Day, from the counsel-
ing center, said that these events 
are designed to help and inform 
the campus community.  

Event organizers hope these 
workshops will get the message 
out there regarding a variety of 
topics, Day said.

Every quarter the Counsel-
ing and Career Resource Center 
holds these workshop series.  
The events are coordinated 
around present events. 

 Some workshops are repeat-
ed each quarter, , because of the 
high audience attendance and 
the importance of the informa-
tion.

Utilizing the Career Collec-
tion in the Library is held ev-
ery quarter and will be repeated 
three times this quarter on April 
17, May 15, and May 29 from 
noon-1 p.m. in Building 25, 
room 316.  

There are workshops de-
signed to help students with 
school such as Memory Power: 
The Art of Remembering, which 
takes place on April 16 in Build-
ing 8, Mt. Skokomish room.  

Students are taught perception is not always reality

John Page of the People’s Insti-
tute. 

He spoke of the connection 
between  racism and socialist 
views.

The People’s Institute For 
Survival and Beyond is an orga-
nization that holds workshops 
that support ongoing anti-racist 
organizing within the commu-
nity.

Page described a recent trip 
to the grocery store where a 

woman with two kids and a 
basket full of groceries were in 
front of him.  

The couple behind him re-
marked, “No wonder she is on 
welfare,” when she pulled out 
her food stamp card.

Page asked  the audience 
to describe what qualities the 
woman may have that led this 
couple to make such a remark.  

He made no mention of the 
woman’s race or age prior to the 

question.
The group determined she 

was likely to be a single, black 
woman with children from dif-
ferent fathers solely based on 
the comment. 

Page said this demonstrates 
how perception of what we 
think poverty looks like can eas-
ily translate into racism.

Washington and Page said 
people must  actively work to 
stop themselves from this ap-
parently sub-conscious thought 
process.

 “We must look at what causes 
poverty,” Washington said.

Both Washington and Page 
were disappointed the normally 
two-day workshop was only 
two hours. 

They did make an offer to 
come back on campus to hold 
the full-length workshop. 

Anyone who may be inter-
ested in attending a full-length 
workshop may contact Natasha 
Burrowes, event planning con-
sultant for the Center for Lead-
ership and Service on campus at 
nburrowe@highline.edu.

This event was organized 
through  First Fridays Leader-
ship Institute.  

This is a leadership work-
shop series that is held the first 
Friday of every month 2-4 p.m. 
through the Center for Leader-
ship and Service.

Shannon Clary/THUNDERWORD
Dustin Washington leads the group in an activity that will show them not everyone is able to think 
outside the box.

Workshops aimed to inform and help students
The goal for that one is to 

help students with memoriza-
tion in preparation for tests.

Not all workshops are fo-
cused strictly on school.  “We 
have something for everybody,” 

said Day.  
For the complete list of dates 

and times for the Spring Work-
shop Series contact the Coun-
seling Center in Building 6, at 
206-878-3710, ext. 3353. 
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Highline President Dr. Jack Ber-
mingham said.

She had been a Board of 
Trustees member at Highline 
since March of 2005, and served 
as Board vice chairwoman in 
2006-07.

For the past 10 years, Creigh-
ton worked as the community 
relations and aviation education 
manager at the King County 
Airport.

Her role was to develop edu-
cational programs to get stu-
dents excited about careers in 
aviation and also serve as a liai-
son to the media.

“She was fantastic to work 
with,” said Marcia Wold, confi-
dential secretary to the director 
of King County Airport, who 
worked closely with Creighton 
over the past seven years.

Creighton held several po-
sitions in education, including 
the National PTA Board of Di-
rectors, numerous positions on 
both the state and national lev-
els of the PTA, including State 
PTA president from 1999-2001.

Governor Locke appointed 
her to the A+ Commission-
Successful Schools education 
and reform subcommittee and 
she served on the SeaTac Occu-
pational Skills Center Advisory 
Board.

Creighton had a way with 
getting along with anyone; she 
went right for their stomachs, 
said Jerry Painter, general coun-
sel of the Washington Education 
Association.

“She just bakes a dish and 
takes it to the meeting.  (It) 
doesn’t matter what language 
they speak it opens the door 

to her every time and she then 
starts making friends,” Painter 
said.

“That’s what I best remember 
about Rita, whom I loved work-
ing with,” Painter added.

Not only did Creighton have 
a way with other’s appetites, she 
had a way of talking her way 
through anything as well.

“We referred to her as hav-
ing a gold or silver tongue.  She 
could make anything sound 
good,” Wold said.

Creighton also help found 
a local area high school based 
solely on the aviation industry.  
Aviation High School opened in 
fall 2004.  

In a letter on the high school’s 
website, Principal and CEO 
Reba Gilman called Creighton 
the school’s “godmother.”

Creighton is survived by her 
husband Stuart, son Jeff Creigh-
ton of Reno, NV, and daughter 
Courtney Chaffee of Federal 
Way.

With Creighton’s death, 
Governor Chris Gregoire will 
have to appoint a new member 
to Highline’s Board of Trustees.

The process takes around two 
to three months, said Kim Tana-
ka of the Governor’s Office.

“It’s a little different in a 
situation like this (Creighton’s 
death).  We generally have some 
more time to find candidates,” 
Tanaka said.

Although state legislators, 
governor’s appointees on other 
boards or commissions, and also 
the chair of the Highline Board 
can recommend candidates, the 
governor has the last say.

“The governor (Chris Gre-
goire) has full latitude to ap-
point trustees, so long as they 
live within the college district 
and are not employees of a col-
lege or on the governing boards 
of a K-12 district,” said Cindy 
Hough, State Board of Com-
munity and Technical Colleges 
legislative liaison.

After the governor appoints 
the new board member, the Sen-
ate then confirms the appoint-
ment at a later time.

Appointed trustees serve 
with full authority without Sen-
ate confirmation, and the only 
way a trustee would lose that 
authority is if the Senate voted 
to not confirm an appointment, 
Hough said.

Anyone who wants to apply 
can do so online at www.gover-

nor.wa.gov/boards/default.asp.
Once the governor’s office 

has several applications, they 
will do reference checks and in-
terview the applicants.  

They will then look at the 
gender distribution on the 
Board, racial mix, geographic 
representation, and employment 
backgrounds and will do their 
best to ascertain what the col-
lege and the Board need most, 
Hough said.

The staff will then try to find 
the interested person who best 
fills the need, and they take a 
two or three names to the gov-
ernor for the final selection, 
Hough said.

There have not been any for-
mal applicants at this time to re-
place Creighton on the Highline 
Board, Tanaka said.

Continued From Page 1
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ed to start volunteering.
Edwards said that he eventu-

ally started working for High-
line after several faculty and 
staff members asked adminis-
tration to hire him.

Lance Gibson, director of 
counseling, says Applegate is 
known by everyone on campus 
from the president’s office to the 
groundskeepers.

“Duke always has a kind 
word to share and takes a per-
sonal interest in everyone he 
meets.  He is one of the most 
positive individuals I have ever 
associated with,” said Gibson.

Gibson has fond memories of 
Applegate but remembers one in 
particular that was his favorite.

 “When Duke would stop by 
my office, I would always put 
on the song Duke of Earl.  We 

would sing a few verses together 
and dance around like a couple 
of kids,” said Gibson. 

Applegate says he likes to 
have fun and is a self-described 
comedian.  He has important ad-

vice he wants Highline students 
to know.

“Do the best you can in life,” 
he said.  “You don’t have to 
rush around, take extra time for 
yourself.” 

Shannon Clary/THUNDERWORD
Duke spends time with his wife Barbara at the hospice house.

search 
for a 

president
After a visit to Santa Bar-

bara, Bermingham was the first 
candidate to be eliminated from 
the position.

The committee agreed on 
most of the candidates.

“We were pretty unanimous 
about most (of the candidates),” 
Harton said.

“It’s quite reasonable to as-
sume that the six have different 
qualifications and some candi-
dates may seem stronger than 
others,” Harton said of the final-
ists.

“The search process was 
predicated on getting more ap-
plicants than we did and this 
gave me cause for concern,” 
Harton said.

Highline had hoped to get 
more than 50 applicants, mak-
ing it possible for the Search 

Committee to be more selective 
in their initial cuts of applicants, 
Harton said.

“I believe we have some very 
strong candidates in the final six 
and should be able to make an 
excellent selection. …  Now it’s 
the Board’s work,” he said.

 Interviews of the final can-
didates are scheduled to happen 
April 21-29. During that time 
frame the candidates will visit 
Highline and meet with constit-
uencies around campus.

The Board hopes to name a 
new president in early May.
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