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See Altmayer / P12

See Palin / P12

By Dave Olerich
Staff Reporter

Newly appointed Trustee 
Dan Altmayer says he hopes to 
assist people here at Highline in 
continuing the success that has 
already been established.

“What I bring is just basical-
ly to help other people continue 
to do a great work that they’ve 
[already] done,” Altmayer said.

Altmayer was one of two 
recently appointed trustees by 
Governor Chris Gregoire for 
Highline after two positions 
became available due to Kar-
en Vander Ark’s resignation 
and the untimely death of Rita 
Creighton.

Dan Altmayer is currently 
a financial adviser for Edward 
Jones Investments in the Fed-
eral Way area and the chairman 
of the board of directors for the 
Federal Way Chamber of Com-
merce.

He has been involved with 
the Highline Community Col-
lege Foundation, which is run 

New trustee believes in Highline’s mission

Max Dubbeldam/THUNDERWORD
Dan Altmayer standing outside after a board-meeting introducing him as one of the new trustees.

by community members and 
supports the mission and goals 
of the college.

“My interest in the college 
was definitely through the foun-

dation and the foundation is 
obviously a very direct way to 
help with the mission and the 
programs of the college,” Alt-
mayer said.

A former Foundation presi-
dent, Doug Meyer, who was also 
a regional leader from Edward 

First dude 
was a dud 
at Highline

By Liviu Bird
Staff Reporter

Todd Palin has won multiple 
Iron Dog snowmobile races in 
Alaska but he did not last a full 
school year at Highline.

Sarah Palin entered the na-
tional spotlight in the run-up 
to the presidential election this 
year when Republican nominee 
John McCain introduced her as 
his running mate and vice presi-
dent.

Sarah Palin’s husband, Todd, 
the self-proclaimed “First Dude” 
of Alaska, attended Highline in 
Fall quarter 1983.  He was re-
cruited to play basketball for 
former coach and athletic direc-
tor Fred Harrison.

“He was a nice person, a nice 
guy,” Harrison said.  “We had 
a real good ball club with a lot 
of returners, [so] we redshirted 
him.”

Joe Callero, current Seattle 
University men’s basketball 
coach and former Highline 
player and coach, was Todd Pa-
lin’s roommate during his stay 
at Highline.

“It was a short-lived experi-
ence,” Callero said.  “I think he 
just wanted to get out [of Alas-
ka].  I lived with him for two or 
three months before he moved 
back.  I haven’t talked to him in 
about 20 years.”

As an Alaskan citizen, Pa-
lin would have been receiving 
a Permanent Fund Dividend 
every year, as long as he main-
tained resident status.  This an-
nual check was $1,000 in Octo-
ber 1982, its inaugural year.

However, as part Alaska Na-
tive, Palin was given another 
check to help pay for education 
costs.

Callero said that Palin used 
part of the money he received 
from the state to buy them fur-
niture.  He also had a pick-up 
truck that he drove down from 
his home in Wasilla.

“I think the volleyball players 
were impressed with the truck,” 
Callero said.

Callero also recalled Palin’s 

Charlie Dubbeldam/THUNDERWORD

Students divided about drug legalization on campus
By Quilina Dorsey

Staff Reporter 
  
Some 55 percent of students 

say they do not use drugs, but 45 
percent of students agreed that 
legalizing marijuana on campus 
is acceptable.

In a non-scientific survey in 
which 100 students gave their 
feelings and opinions on drug 
usage and it being legal on cam-
pus. 

Forty percent out of the 45 
students who said they did use 
drugs, said they preferred mari-
juana over other types of drugs.  
The remaining 5 percent said 
that they preferred hooka and 
pain killers. 

Seventy percent of the stu-
dents surveyed said that they 
have never been pressured by 
peers into taking any drugs and 
30 percent said they have.

Some 43 percent of students 
said they have never taken more 
than one drug at once. 

“If I was to ever do multiple 
drugs at once, I don’t think I 
would be here today,” Highline 

student Dante Nelson said.  
Another 45 percent of stu-

dents said that legalizing mari-
juana on campus is OK while 
the remaining 55 percent dis-
agreed. 

“I would not want any type 
of drugs to be legalized on cam-
pus because school is a civil 
place where people come to get 

an education,” student Stedman 
Richardson said, “If there are 
people coming to school under 
the influence of something, it 
makes it harder for other stu-
dents to learn because they may 
cause distractions, and they may 
even put other students’ lives in 
danger.”

“Drugs are not good to use 

anywhere, especially at school 
because drugs ruin your every-
day living,” second-year student 
Joe Tito said. 

“Drugs should not be used at 
school because school is not the 
place for that type of doings,” 
David Reader said. 

“Students are at school for a 
reason and that reason is to get 
an education and an education 
only, so to do drugs on cam-
pus defeats that purpose,” said 
Highline student JT Hong. 

Others disagreed. 
“I wouldn’t mind if weed 

was legal on campus because 
it is everywhere already and it 
doesn’t do any harm to anyone,” 
student Leonia Coleman said. 

Coleman was not alone in 
her thoughts.

 “Weed is a natural plant that 
doesn’t have any long term af-
fects on the human body.  There 
has never been any death docu-
mented in our time that has been 
caused by weed where as alco-
hol, which causes thousands 
of deaths a year,” said Huan 
Nguyen.
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Cooperative Education

For more information about co-ops, these jobs and more, 
log on to www.myinterfase.com/highline/student

Want to find out more information about doing 
an internship? Check us out!

STUDENT JOBS:
After-School Program Leader ~ Part time ~ 4751
Provide assistance to middle or high school students 
during after-school program including homework 
help and enrichment activities. Location: Tyee HS or 
Chinook MS Wage: $11-$15 Hours: Mon-Thurs 2pm-
5pm

Secretary ~ Part Time ~ 4736 Greet incoming guests 
and clients with a professional and courteous demeanor, 
taking accurate contact information in order to assist 
them with obtaining the appropriate information. This 
position is in a culturally diverse arena, requiring tact and 
diplomacy. Location: White Center Wage: $9.00 Hours: 

Contact Merridy Rennick, Career Specialist
206-870-3710 ext. 3148      mrennick@highline.edu
Drop by for a visit: 1st floor of Building 6 (room 156)

Sign up for help in:
Accounting/Business, Languages, Math, Science, 

Computers, Writing, and more!!

Mon-Thurs   8am-7:30pm  & Fri   8am-1pm

Free TuToring!!!

Visit the Tutoring Center in Building 26, Room 319

Feeling overwhelmed? Get help!

Tip of the week:
“One part at a time, one day at a 

time, we can accomplish any goal 
we set for ourselves.” 

-- Karen Casey, from Achievement 
of a Life Goal

http://tutoring.highline.edu

Student’s Jeep stolen

A female student returned to 
the east lot where she parked her 
Jeep eight hours earlier to find it 
missing.  

She called 911 and Des 
Moines Police officers arrived 
to assist her. 

Athletes’ lockers robbed

Highline’s cross country 
coach reported lockers broken 
into in the Building 27 men’s 
locker room.

At least nine lockers were cut 
with bolt cutters and robbed of 
their contents.

A cross country member said 
that he had $30 and a personal 
lock taken.  The locker room 
was unlocked and the burglary 
happened between 1:45 p.m. 
and 3 p.m.

Juveniles fight in library

Security responded to a dis-
turbance in the library when 
two teenage boys were messing 
around and fighting.

One of the boys, who is 14 
and had no I.D., said that he 
was sitting at a computer and 
was tapped by the other boy, so 
he got up and said “what’s up.”  
The other boy who left before 
security arrived shoved him and 
put him in a headlock.

The boy said that they didn’t 
know each other.  Other wit-
nesses said that they saw both 
juveniles running around to-
gether before.

A female student helped 
break up the disturbance.   

Unidentified person 
causes concern

A female in her mid-30’s 
wearing a gray jumpsuit was 
walking into conference rooms 
on the third floor of the Building 
8 and appeared disoriented with 
her surroundings. 

Student union administra-
tors called security to report the 
disruption.  Security couldn’t 
find her. She was last seen near 
Building 1. 

Student threatens another
A Highline female student 

was upset after an altercation 
with another female student in 
their speech class.

They disagreed on a topic in 
the classroom and the threaten-
ing student stated, “I’ll talk to 
you in the parking lot and I’ll 
beat your ass.”  The other fe-
male left the campus without an 
escort.

--compiled by 
Viktor Denzhnyuk

Watch movies about 
teenagers for credit

Late-start class Film Studies 
107 is still open for any students 
who could use two extra cred-
its.

The class begins Oct. 30, 
meeting Thursdays from 1:20 to 
4 p.m.

This quarter’s topic is “the 
history of the modern American 
teenager.”

The class will examine one 
film from each decade from the 
‘50s through the ‘90s.

Interested students can con-
tact the class instructor, Tommy 
Kim, in his office in Building 5 

on Monday and Wednesday af-
ternoons.

Meet your new legislators

A legislative forum will 
be held today, Oct. 16, so that 
Highline students can meet and 
talk with some of the people 
they can vote for in November.

The candidates for the 30th 
and 33rd legislative will be 
holding a forum downstairs in 
Building 8 from 12:10 to 1 p.m.

There are two positions up 
for election in each district, with 
a democrat facing a republican 
in each race.

All eight candidates have 
been invited to the forum.

University of Washington 
lecturer speaks at MaST

The MaST Center hosts an-
other free presentation, the 
“History of Deep Sea Explora-
tion,” this Saturday.

Highline’s Marine Science 

By S. Russell Gregory
Staff Reporter

Polling is a random selec-
tion of people to estimate what 
the entire population feels or 
believes, a math instructor said 
last week.

Dr. Helen Burn, a math in-
structor and chairwoman of the 
pure and applied sciences divi-
sion at Highline talked about 
the subject of polling during last 
Friday’s Science Seminar.

Science Seminar is held on 
Fridays from 2:20 – 3:10 p.m. 
in Building 3, room 102.

During elections pollsters 
will contact people using ran-
dom digital dialing. An area 
code is selected and a computer 
will select seven random digits 
to call homes and cell phones 
of registered voters to ask ques-
tions about the election, Burn 
said.

 The ultimate goal is to find1, 

000 random people to equally 
represent gender, age ethnicity, 
income, and party affiliation.  
The data retrieved is not equally 
represented though, Burn said.  

“Women are more likely to 
answer the phone than men,” 
Burn said. 

“If 800 females and 200 
males answered the poll ques-
tions then weight can be applied 
to the males to make the num-
bers equal,” Burn said.

The number of males could 
be multiplied by four turning it 

to 800 males. This means each 
male polled would then repre-
sent the data of four males, said 
Burn. 

“How these corporations ac-
tually put weight on the data is a 
secret of the trade,” Burn said.

A group of people could be 
under represented but heav-
ily weighted. If a person who 
represents a heavily weighted 
group isn’t honest it creates a lot 
of garbage data making it inac-
curate, Burn said. 

Polls will have a plus or mi-
nus 3 percent margin of error. 
An example of this is if a poll 
shows 43 percent support John 
McCain and 46 percent support 
Barrack Obama. If McCain’s 
percentage points are dropped 
by 3 and if 3 points are added 
for Obama the data would then 
read 40 percent McCain and 46 
percent Obama. If the opposite 
is done to each candidate then 
McCain would be at 46 percent 

and Obama 40 percent, Burn 
said.

The overall collection of data 
and applying it mathematically 
to come up with results gives a 
95 percent confidence that it is 
true. 

“This also means that there 
is a 5 percent chance of it being 
inaccurate,” Burn said. 

Some people may feel that 
there is no reason to vote if the 
polls show that one candidate is 
ahead. Statistically the polls are 
at a tie for both presidential can-
didates and it’s not certain how 
the youth vote is actually count-
ed in the polls. Burn said. 

Next Friday the campus is 
closed so there won’t be a Sci-
ence Seminar. 

The next scheduled Science 
Seminar will be Friday, Oct. 24, 
2:20 – 3:30 p.m. in building 3, 
room 102. Woody Moses will 
be speaking on his experience 
in Belize last summer.

and Technology Center has 
been holding a number of free 
events on weekends, such as an 
orca event two weeks ago.

University of Washington 
lecturer Richard Strickland will 
speak on everything “from the 
early heroic pioneers to today’s 
technology that allows robots to 
take the place of humans.”

The lecture will be Oct. 18, 
from noon to 12:45 p.m.  The 
MaST Center is at 28203 Re-
dondo Beach Drive S. in Des 
Moines.

For more information, visit 
the MaST website at http://mast.
highline.edu

Buy some ‘unique things’ to 
support a good cause

The American Association of 
University Women is holding a 
fundraising bazaar on Nov. 1.

The “Unique Things Bazaar” 
will sell various holiday gifts.

Proceeds will go to the High 
School Scholar Program, which 
encourages high school girls 
with potential in the sciences to 
pursue careers in the field.

The Bazaar will be held at 
Normandy Park City Hall at 801 
SW 174th St., Normany Park, 
Wash. From 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Science seminar tests the odds, grades answers
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By Aaron Raj
Staff Reporter

Women’s Programs has 
events coming up next week to 
help educate students and staff 
on many subjects such as do-
mestic violence and health is-
sues.

•A Women’s Health Issues 
for the 21 Century event will be 
Tuesday, Oct. 21, from 11 a.m. 
to noon in the Mount Skokom-
ish Room in Building 8.  It will 
be in a dialogue setting for ques-
tions, answers and concerns and 
will be hosted by nursing Pro-
fessor Marie Esch-Radtke.

The event will show women 
what they can do to live happier 
and stronger lives. 

•A Decreasing Your Procras-
tination work shop on Tuesday 
from noon to 12:50 p.m., also in 
Mt. Skokomish.  

The event teaches students 
how to break the cycle of pro-
crastination against homework.  
The session will be led by facul-
ty counselor Patricia Haggerty.

•An Educational Wellness 
Checkup will be Wednesday, 
Oct. 22, from 11 a.m. to noon 
in the Lecture and Performance 
Hall, Building 7.  

The check-up helps to build 
and maintain good study habits.  
It will be hosted by Lance Gib-
son, director of the Counseling 
and Career Resource Center.

The event helps students who 
struggle with their classes and 
gets them back on track.

•A session on Domestic Vio-
lence Advocacy will be Wednes-
day from noon to 12:50 p.m., 
also in Building 7.  

 The event is a workshop de-
signed to show the role advoca-
cy plays in domestic violence.  
The workshop will be hosted by 
Milena Chausheva and Simone 
Tais, legal advocates for the 
YWCA.

•An open discussion on vari-
ous topics will be Thursday, 
Oct. 23 from 11 a.m. to noon 
in Building 8, Mt. Skokomish 
room.  

The event will be led by staff 
from the counseling and educa-
tional planning.  It is an open 
discussion for anything from 
health to relationships. 

•Being safe on the internet 
will be discussed at a forum on 
Thursday from noon to 1 -p.m., 
also in Mt. Skokomish.

Dr. Gloria Koepping, faculty 
counselor, will talk about how 
to stay safe while using web fo-
rums such as MySpace and Fa-
cebook.  She will discuss priva-
cy and safety tips and guidelines 
for meeting new people on line.

By Christina Bradley
Staff Reporter

Garth Neufeld has more in 
common with students than 
meets the eye.

Neufeld is a new psychology 
professor at Highline this Fall 
Quarter.  

Neufeld began his college 
career wanting to major in busi-
ness, but then later switched to 
psychology.

“I wanted to go into business 
at first, but I sucked at econom-
ics.  At the same time I was 
taking a psychology class and 
found in very interesting so I 
switched, and that was at about 
age 20,” said Neufeld.

Neufeld grew up in Canada 
and also did some of his school-
ing there.

“I did my bachelor’s degree 
in Canada at the University of 
Saskatchewan, and my master’s 
degree in marriage and fam-
ily counseling at a seminary in 
Fresno, Calif. called Menno-
nite Biblical Seminary,” said 
Neufeld.

 “Religion is in my back-
ground, one of the reasons that 
I moved out here to Seattle was 
because my friend is starting a 
church here within a year.”

Neufeld then lived in Fresno 

Metro seeks feedback for new transit routes
By Danielle Warf

Staff Reporter

Metro Transit is looking for 
community input for plans in 
changing and dropping routes, 
including some that would af-
fect students at Highline.

Metro Transit and Sound 
Transit have suggested a se-
ries of changes to bus routes in 
Southwest King County.  Metro 
officials say they hope to elimi-
nate duplication, and make the 
system work better at less cost.

Metro has invited public in-
put through a mail-in question-
naire and through a series of 
community forums beginning 
next week. 

Possible route changes in-
clude: 

•Route 174 could be elim-
iniated and replaced with a new 
“RapidRide A Line,” which 
would continue service to the 
college from Federal Way.  The 
new route would run every 
10-15 minutes, as opposed to 
every half hour for the 174.  

The 174 is popular with 
Highline students.

•Route 175, which also 
serves the college along Pacific 
Highway South, would leave 
the highway for Interstate 5 at 
South 272nd, stopping at the 
Kent-Des Moines Park and Ride 

instead near South 240th Street.
Metro wants community 

members to voice their opinions 
regarding the proposals.  Metro 
has offered several different 
ways you can voice your opin-
ion: filling out the questionnaire 
Metro sent in the mail by Nov. 
6.  

Public hearings include: 
•Wednesday, Oct. 22 at the 

Federal Way City Hall, 33325 
8th Ave. S., from 6:30-8:30 

p.m.
•Thursday, Oct. 30 at the 

SeaTac City Hall, 4800 S. 188th 
St., 1:30-3:30 p.m.

•Thursday, Oct. 30th at Fos-
ter High School, 4242 S. 144th 
St. in Tukwila, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  

The other option you can 
use is leaving your comments 
on the Metro message line at: 
206-296-4511.

Once the public comments 
are all taken in by the South-

west King County Transit Con-
nections Sounding Board, they 
will revise a new proposal to 
make the community aware of 
any changes.  

The proposals will then go 
to King County Executive Ron 
Sims, and the ultimate decision 
will be made in April or May of 
2009 by the Metropolitan King 
County Council.  Any approved 
changes will begin in February 
2010.

and started his clinical work 
along with teaching.

“I did professional work as 
a therapist for four years with a 
little teaching on the side.  Now 
I switched them and teach ma-
jority of the time with a little 
counseling on the side,” said 
Neufeld.

After living in California, 
Neufeld relocated to Washing-
ton.

“I moved from California to 
enjoy the Northwest.  Highline 
came as a reputable college in 
the area.  I heard about the great 
quality of people and the diver-
sity,” said Neufeld.

Neufeld is at Highline for a 

one- year contract, but would 
like to stay for a longer period 
of time.

“I was hired for a year, but 
my wife Danielle and I have re-
located, and from what I see at 
Highline I love it.  I love the stu-
dents, and I can see myself here 
for a long time,” said Neufeld.

This Fall Quarter Neufeld is 
teaching Introduction to Psy-
chology, but for Winter Quarter 
he will also be teaching a per-
sonality class.

“I think Intro to Psych is an 
interesting class because there 
are some people who are there 
because they have to take the 
class, then there are some peo-

ple who share my heart and 
have empathy for people with 
mental illnesses.  This class will 
also open the eyes of the people 
who will only take this one psy-
chology class,” said Neufeld.

Neufeld said he has a strong 
passion for psychology.  The 
complexity of humans is what 
makes him so interested.

“There is complexity to the 
soul, and there is so much more 
than what meets the eye,” said 
Neufeld.

Even though some people 
may not have an interest in psy-
chology it can be important for 
everyday life.

“Psychology is one of the 
most applicable classes to rel-
evant life.  People live and 
breathe psychology every day.  
My goal is to find a point of 
connection with everyone to see 
where psychology can apply to 
their life,” he said.

Neufeld has many reasons 
that psychology is so important 
to him.

“It is important for people to 
understand who they are, and 
why they are the people that 
they are.  It is also important to 
dig down deep and figure out 
your meaning.  People use their 
strengths and weaknesses to get 
better,” he said.

New psych professor applies profession to life

David Olerich/THUNDERWORD
Highline students get on bus 174 on Pacific Highway South. Metro wants changes to the route.

Ami Nguyen/THUNDERWORD
Garth Neufeld is a new psychology teacher at Highline.

Women’s 
Programs 
plans events
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ESL, college do good job for region

“That is one cute piggy.”

ASHCC Caucus program generates ideas
Commentary

Vaughn Profit-Breaux

Write to us
Letters and opinions from 

the campus community are wel-
come.  E-mail your submission 
to: thunderword@highline.edu. 
Please limit your submission to 
no more than 400 words.

Highline is to be commended for a program of great value to 
this community, especially in a time of economic downturn.  The 
English as a Second Language program provides the ability of our 
diverse community to communicate across language barriers.  Par-
ticipants, mostly new immigrants to the area, are given English 
skills and a first step toward careers in the United States.

Highline’s ESL program is the largest in the state, educating 
thousands of students per quarter.  These students range from those 
with professional backgrounds in medicine, law, and engineering to 
those that were barely literate in their native language.  Highline’s 
ESL program has managed to develop a program that reaches all 
these diverse needs.

The ESL program is partnered with a diverse group of other 
programs such as the Federal Way School District, the Highline 
School District, the Toyota Literacy Grant, and Para Los Ninos.  
The program’s service area is equally diverse, extending from Se-
attle, south to Pierce County.  This is accomplished while still keep-
ing the tuition at a low of $25 per student.

The participants in the ESL program are able to transition to ca-
reer and college level courses after completion.  The ESL program 
employees encourage further educational opportunities, through 
Highline Community College, for most of their students.  A compo-
nent of the ESL program is the I-BEST program.

I-BEST stands for Integrated Basic Educational Skills Training.  
Highline’s ESL program was the first in the state to incorporate 
a program that allows ESL instructors to assist participants in the 
professional technical classes they take.  It was designed by the 
State of Washington to help students’ chances of success in their 
career choices.

The area south of Seattle is rapidly becoming the most diverse 
area of the state.  Highline Community College is the most diverse 
college in Washington.  The ESL program enhances the region’s 
ability to compete in a global market.

As the global financial crisis continues to produce stresses on the 
pyramid of economies that support it, it is of utmost importance that 
our region is prepared to compete across regional, state, national, 
and global lines.  Having the best educated workforce is the most 
effective way to encounter those forces of competition.  Highline’s 
ESL program is invaluable in that process.

Highline is providing the area with an educated, diverse work-
force during an important time.

The Highline student govern-
ment is sponsoring the Caucus 
program to interest students in 
the Nov. 4 elections.  The pro-
gram began on Oct. 1 and con-
tinues each Wednesday at 12:30 
p.m. through Oct. 22.

If the caucuses held on Oct. 
1 and 8 are any indication of 
student body interest in the up-
coming election, turnout for 
Highline students should reflect 
national trends, with as much as 
an 83 percent turnout predicted.  
Both caucuses demonstrated 
that students have intense and 
varied feelings on many of the 
politicians and issues facing 
voters.  The first caucus meet-
ing covered “Who are you 
voting for and why?” with the 
second meeting addressing the 
influence of the media on voter 
choices.

According to Joel Kalonji, 
caucus leader, “The Caucus 
meetings at Highline are an ex-
cellent way of raising awareness 
about issues, holding group dis-
cussions and finding solutions 
that we can bring into the com-
munity as our contribution for 
change.”

Emphasizing the issue of 
change that has found its way 
into the presidential and gu-
bernatorial campaigns, Kalonji 
says, quoting Mahatma Gandhi, 
“You must be the change you 
wish to see in the world.”  Ka-
lonji said that philosophy drives 
the caucus program and gives 
students an opportunity to be 
heard.

While the economy attracted 
most comments, students spoke 
out about issues of isolationism, 
the bias of media outlets, and 
deficits.  It was noted that voters 
are clamoring for more and big-
ger programs but one student, 
Rob Bennatts, asked if they, the 
students, were willing to pay for 
them.

The ASHCC is providing an 
opportunity to discuss a myriad 

of issues that students will have 
the right to vote on in the up-
coming election.  There were 
issues that would be considered 
conservative as well as liberal 
ones.  All were discussed in an 
environment of mutual respect 
for the thoughts of others.

With presidential and gu-
bernatorial campaigns spiral-
ing into a cesspool of negative 
ads and character attacks, the 
Caucus program is a rare occur-
rence.  It is clear that issues are 
what are still important to the 
voters and Highline students are 
a prime example of that.

Besides the presidential and 
gubernatorial elections this elec-
tion will have races for United 
States Representative in each 
Congressional District, Lieuten-
ant Governor, and Secretary of 
State.

The State Auditor, Attorney 
General, Commissioner of Pub-
lic Lands, Insurance Commis-
sioner, and Superintendent of 
Public Instruction are also fac-
ing elections. 

All local State Representa-
tives are running for election 
and there is a slew of State and 
local Court positions open.

The region is being asked 
to make further investments 
in Sound Transit, the Public 

Market, and change the politi-
cal designations for the County 
Council.

King County lawmakers have 
placed eight charter amend-
ments on the ballot.  These are 
important because the County 
finds itself in an enormous bud-
get hole.  Layoff’s in the hun-
dreds, including the sacred cow 
of public safety, have been an-
nounced.

One of the students attend-
ing the first caucus, Nick Burns 
said, “A tree that grows out too 
big will eventually topple,” in an 
argument against involvement 
in the affairs of other nations 
before taking care of our own.  
The students that have been 
attending the caucuses have 
shown that they do care about 
what happens in the world, na-
tion, state, and on campus at 
Highline.

The attendees exhibited a 
thirst for positions that were 
not limited to those put forth by 
Obama or McCain or Gregoire 
or Rossi, but also about what 
the down ballot campaigns and 
candidates mean to them.  There 
is much discussion on what all 
this means to the “little people”.  
Students who want to make a 
difference in this election owe it 
to themselves to attend the cau-
cuses and experience democracy 
at its lowest level—the caucus.

Future caucuses will feature 
discussions on race and gender 
in this election as well as how 
and why students’ votes matter.  
The Caucus program meetings 
are held on the third floor of 
Building 8.
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Arts Calendar
•Champions of the Dance, 

a ballroom dancing exhibi-
tion, comes to the Kentwood 
Performing Arts Center, 
Tuesday, Oct. 21, 7:30 p.m.  
The center is at 25800 164th 
Ave. SE, Covington. 

Tickets are $30 for adults, 
$28 for seniors and $25 for 
youths.  Tickets are available 
on-line at www.kentarts.com, 
by calling 253-856-5051 or 
in person at the Kent Com-
mons, 525 4th Ave. N.

•Kent Parks’ 19th annual 
Halloween Party presented 
will be Saturday, Oct. 25 from 
3 to 6 p.m., at the Kent Com-
mons.  Family entertainer Bill 
Robison will host.  A variety 
of activities for kids will be of-
fered.  Admission is $5 at the 
door; adults and kids under 2 
are free.

•Vocal group Chic Gamine 

performs Friday, Oct. 24 at 
the Kent-Meridian Perform-
ing Arts Center, 10020 SE 
256th St.  Tickets are $20 
for adults and $18 for se-
niors and youths.  Tickets 
are available on-line at www.
kentarts.com, by calling 253- 
856-5051 or in person at the 
Kent Commons. 

•Taproot Theater Com-
pany presents a new pro-
duction of Rachel Crothers’ 
1930s Broadway hit, Susan 
and God. 

Tickets for ages 25 and 
under are $10. Susan and 
God runs through Oct. 25.

The new $10 25-and-un-

der price is a significant sav-
ings over Taproot’s normal 
tickets, which range from 
$20-33.

To purchase tick-
ets, call Taproot 
Theatre’s box office 
at 206-781-9707 
or Ticketmaster at 

206-292-ARTS.
•Got arts news? Contact 

Rochelle Adams at road-
ams@highline.edu.

Last week’s

POLICY  MATTERS 

                 A Leg Up By Bill Deasy 

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com 

Quotable Quote 

Crossword 101 

The illegal we do 
immediately. The 
unconstitutional takes 
a little longer. 

• • •  Henry Kissinger 

Across 
  1. Apollo’s creator 
  5. Farm houses 
10. Swear 
14. Heaps 
15. Red River city 
16. Biblical preposition 
17. Fishing hole need 
18. Ring around the collar? 
19. 6/6/44 
20. “Get it?” 
21. Leg joint protectors 
23. Track races 
25. Heads-up 
26. Loses freshness 
28. Wreck 
30. Giant 
31. Funnel-shaped 
32. Start of many book titles 
35. Service closer 
36. Sun block? 
37. Max out 
38. Twenty questions answer 
39. Belts at the bar 
40. Want badly 
41. Hill of song 
42. Like salon customers 
43. Sweatband spot 
45. Doohickey 
46. The study of leg egos 
49. HDTV maker 
52. Mighty’s partner 
53. Israeli port 
54. Small matter? 
55. Landed 
56. Strong suit? 
57. Plastic cup brand 
58. Kennedy and Koppel 
59. Rulers of old 
60. Favorites 

Down 
  1. Snoozes 
  2. Natural healer 
  3. Couple of heels 
  4. Dined 
  5. Some crowd cheers 

  6. Havens 
  7. First word of “The Raven” 
  8. Milne creation 
  9. Located 
10. Club 
11. Below 
12. Begin 
13. Some beans 
21. Astute 
22. Tickled pink 
24. Flair 
26. Remain 
27. It marches and flies 
28. Cog 
29. Burden 
31. Coagulate 
32. 3 pm foot party 
33. Possess 
34. Scraped (out) 
36. Small talk 
37. Strait-laced 
39. Window pane 
40. Snug 
41. Scraps 
42. Humidor contents 

43. During 
44. Inflexible 
45. Try to attain 
46. This partner 
47. Sculls 
48. Peru’s capital 
50. Revolver brand 
51. Book after Joel 
54. Deadly viper 1. LITERATURE: Which 

book written by Charles Dick-
ens features a young boy 
named Pip?

2. MUSIC: What was Paul 
Simon’s first solo to hit the 
Top 10?

3. MYTHOLOGY: Who 
was Hippolyta in Greek my-
thology?

4. SCIENCE: Joseph 
Priestley is credited with dis-
covering what major element 
in the 18th century?

5. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What is another name 
for an aerialist?

6. AD SLOGANS: What 
company urged consumers 
to “Say it with flowers”?

7. TELEVISION: What was 

the name of Tim Allen’s TV 
show on the comedy “Home 
Improvement”?

8. CARTOONS: What was 
the name of the park where 
Yogi Bear lived?

9. FOOD: What kind of 
food is gazpacho?

10. RACES: How long is 
the Iditarod Trail sled dog 
race?

Answers
1. Great Expectations
2. Mother and Child Re-

union 
3. Queen of the Amazons
4. Oxygen
5. Trapeze artist
6. FTD
7. Tool Time
8. Jellystone Park
9. Chilled soup
10. About 1,150 miles

(c) 2008 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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Staff Reporters

The Des Moines Farmers 
Market is getting ready to finish 
its third season. 

“It went really well,” said 
Season Market Manager Rikki 
Marohl.  “In spite of the econo-
my, our sales actually increased 
- we had over 900 shoppers ev-
ery week.”  

“Plus we had quite a few 
new vendors: grass-fed beef, ice 
cream, lavender, and a new bak-
ery, which everyone was very 
excited about,” Marohl said.

She said she was also very 
pleased with a number of mar-
ket events this past season. 

The June 7 opening day fes-
tivities included the Waterland 
Children’s Festival, a strong-
man competition, and Safety on 
the Sound, which was put on by 

the fire department and the ma-
rina.

“It was an unbelievable day,” 
Marohl said excitedly. “The Se-
attle P.I. came down and took 
pictures of the strongman com-
petition and we had so many 
people that, for the first time, 
we actually had parking prob-
lems.  We’re already planning 
on partnering with everyone 
again for next year.”   

For July 4, the market hosted 
a fireworks cruise fundraiser 
aboard an Argosy ship.  “It was 
great,” said Marohl.  “There 
were over 100 people on board 
and we had a fabulous time.”

For the final market day, Oct. 
25, the market will be hosting a 
chili cook-off, which will bene-
fit the Des Moines Food Bank.  

“I’m very excited – it’ll be a 
lot of fun.  Last year the food 
bank got $300 and over 500 
pounds of food donated,” Ma-

Still blooming
Amid high gas prices, financial 
meltdown and chilly fall weather, the 
Des Moines Farmers Market endures

By Rochelle Adams
Staff Reporter

New Highline art instructor 
Eric Elliott recently won the 
Kayla Skinner award from the 
Seattle Art Museum. 

His work consists mainly of 
oil paint still life and interiors.

The style he uses in his art 
is all about “the paradox of in-
terconnected individuality,” he 
said.  He wants to show that ev-
erything is connected because 
together they contribute to 
something bigger.  Yet, he also 
wants to show that everything is 
different.

“A plant, chair or teapot are 
signifiers or metaphors for any-

thing and everything,” Elliott 
said.  “Clusters of objects be-
come metaphors for other clus-
ters, like a molecule is a cluster 
of atoms or a human being a 
cluster of cells.  The objects in 
the still life come together to 
make a larger form.  I am inter-
ested in this shape as a whole but 
still want to allow some individ-
uality to the objects within.”

In order to create this vision, 
he uses only four colors: blue, 
red, yellow and white, with the 
unifying base, gray.  

“I try to keep everything 
close to the neutral base and de-
pending on how much I push the 
color, the objects emerge from 
or dissolve into the ground,” he 

said. 
“There is a heavy build up of 

paint that becomes almost re-
lief, as I search for the balance 
between focus and letting the 
composition fuse into one.”

Elliott graduated from the 
University of Washington in 
2007 with a master of fine arts 
degree.  From there, he began 
teaching art at various institu-
tions including the UW, Gage 
Academy, and North Seattle 
Community College.

“I teach mainly drawing and 
painting classes,” Elliott said.

At Highline, he teaches Art 
100 once a week on Saturdays 
and will teach drawing during 
Winter Quarter. 

The Kayla Skinner Award 
“is basically a runner-up award 
to the Betty Bowen Award,” he 
said.  

Isaac Layman won the Bo-
wen out of 524 entrants.  Elliott 
was one of five finalists, and 
was given the Skinner award 
for his work.

The contestants competing 
for this award were judged on 
a body of work they submitted 
that could represent their work 
as a whole, said Nicole Griffin, 
Seattle Art Museum spokes-
woman.

Layman received $15,000, 
while Elliott and his fellow 
runner-up, Wynne Greenwood, 
received $2,500. The awards 

rohl said.  
“We have a local chef from 

Butler’s Bar and Grill helping us 
look for applicants - we current-
ly have six or seven competitors 
and we’re hoping for 10.”

The chili tasting costs $3 or a 
food donation and the chili cook-
off competitor fee is $30, which 
includes $10 in “market bucks,” 
plus prizes for the winners. 

The Des Moines Farmers 
Market is held at the Des Moines 
Marina, located at South 227th 
Street and Dock Street, and is 
open every Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. through Oct. 25.  

 

Highline instructor wins award from Seattle Art Museum

A cheese vendor serves a customer at last Saturday’s Des Moines Farmers Market.

Peppers and 
carrots are 
among the 
bounty still 
for sale at the 
market.

The market occupies a series of tents erected on the southeast corner of the Marina parking lot. A vendor prepares kale for sale at his booth at the market.

were presented on Friday, Oct. 
10. 

Elliott will also participate in 
Tacoma Art Museum’s North-
west 9th Biennial which opens 
Jan. 31 2009 and lasts until May 
25.

Eric Elliott’s Photinia 2.
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Woodstock Guitar Repairs

www.woodstockrepairs.com

Great work at Great prices

1243 S. 211th St.       Des Moines, WA 98198
Phone: 206-212-6620        Cell: 206-992-3737

woodstockguitarrepairs@yahoo.com

Stuart Zarahn
Owner/repair tech

Mention this ad to Stuart, and receive 15% off all repair work

Electric, Bass, and Acoustic

By Katherine Partington
Staff Reporter

Iraq vet  and author Brian 
Turner is coming to Highline 
onThursday, Oct. 23. 

Turner spent seven years in 
the Army and is a veteran of the 
Iraq war.  

His years in the army in-
cluded one year as an infantry 
team leader in Iraq with the 3rd 
Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 
2nd Infantry Division. 

He also was deployed in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina in 1999-2000 
with the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion.  

He graduated from the Uni-
versity of Oregon with a master 
of fine arts degree and has lived 
abroad in South Korea.

Here, Bullet by Brian Turner 
is a book of poetry based off of 
his experiences with the Iraq 
war.  He writes of the loss of life, 
and of difficult experiences but 

By Jessica Lovin 
Staff Reporter

Many of you may be ready 
for a fright this Halloween sea-
son, and these local haunted 
houses are ready to scare you 
out of your skin.

The scariest house this season 
may be the Kube 93 Haunted 
House located in South Seattle.

“Whenever I go to a haunt-
ed house, I want it to actually 
scare me.  Something that will 
keep me paranoid while walk-
ing down the halls… it’s a good 
thrill for this time of year,” said 
Highline student Tiffany Gen-
zlinger.

The Kube House is actu-
ally located in the legendary 
Georgetown Morgue.  That it-
self may be scary enough for 
some students.

“Between one and five, I 
would definitely rate this one a 
7.5 in terms of scariness,” said 
Darryl Rogers, director of events 
for Seattle Haunts, coordinating 
company for the Kube 93 and 
KJR 95.7 haunted houses.

For something a little less 

scary that still keeps the hairs 
raised on the back of your neck, 
the KJR 95.7 attraction is locat-
ed in a colonial themed house 
next to the Tulalip Casino.

“This one is still pretty scary, 
but not as intense,” said Rogers.  
It has a little less gore, but there 
are still plenty of ghosts who 
will give you a fright.

“A thing I really hate when I 
go to attractions like a haunted 

house is when they steal like 
20 bucks from you, you have to 
wait in like… a two-hour line, 
and when you finally get in, it’s 
all over in the blink of an eye.  
Like eight minutes the most,” 
said Highline student Gabriel 
Garcia. 

The traditional Maris Farms 
Haunted Woods should be well 
worth your money.  For $15 
with an online $5 coupon, this 

Horror around the Sound: Haunted houses to die for 
attraction takes about 25-35 
minutes to walk through. 

“This is pretty scary.  It’s 
more of an ‘around the corner’ 
kind of startling experience 
rather than a bunch of blood and 
guts,” said Steve Templeman, 
Maris Farms director of events.

“We also have some lower 
tone entertainment for the whole 
family to enjoy.  There are live 
bands playing at the front dur-
ing the night, we’ve got pig rac-
es, and a corn maze you can go 
through at night.” 

For something similar but 
a little less expensive, another 
Haunted Forrest is located in 
Maple Valley.  For $9, you 
should expect about an hour’s 
worth of entertainment. 

“We try to entertain every-
one from the moment they step 
out of their car until they drive 
away,” said Erik Tavares, direc-
tor of  the Dark Hollow Haunted 
Forest. 

The price of the attraction is 
usually based upon how scary 
the house is, so keep that in 
mind.

Local Halloween attractions 

By Rochelle Adams
Staff Reporter

It’s hard to tell whether di-
rector Oliver Stone’s biopic W. 
is trying to create a sympathetic 
image of George W. Bush or 
to poke fun at him relentless-
ly.  In truth, it does both while 
still managing to stay relatively 
close to the current president’s 
real life story. 

The movie skips back and 
forth through time and is sepa-
rated into three acts by the re-
curring image of Bush on an 
empty baseball field.  

The jumps in time create a 
difficult job for the make-up art-
ists who had to age the actors as 
their characters shot back and 
forth between the time span of 
1966 to the early 2000s.  For the 
most part they were successful.  
Make-up not only helped Brolin 
look like Bush, but also helped 
him pass as a college kid and a 
50-something man. 

The time shift magnifies the 
fact that there is very little con-
trast between the George W. that 
Josh Brolin portrays as a college 
kid and the one he portrays as an 
adult president.  

Much of the movie is de-
voted to making fun of George 
W.’s irresponsibility and lack of 
intelligence.  He’s shown as an 
overgrown child who bases his 
presidential schedule around his 
sports shows, wears t-shirts with 
puppies on them, is easily led by 
Dick Cheney, has deep daddy 

issues, and holds onto simplistic 
views of the world. 

Phedon Papamichael’s excel-
lent cinematography magnifies 
these qualities.  The same shaky 
camera techniques used dur-
ing a drunken card game where 
George W. decides to run for of-
fice are used in a scene taking 
place years later when he’s hav-
ing a meeting in his oval office.  
The message is pretty clear.  
He’s the same guy in one scene 
as he is in another that suppos-
edly took place years later. 

Another point where cinema-
tography played a major role 
was in the scene where George 
W. walked across a baseball 
field with his father.  Almost the 
entire scene is shot from a low-
angle, a shot sometimes used in 
film to show a character as pow-
erful.  

The whole scene has George 
W. looking up at his father, 
George H. W. Bush, who ex-
ceeds the boundaries of the shot, 
displaying George W.’s awe and 
need for his approval.

Stanley Weiser’s screenplay 

seamlessly weaves together the 
seriousness of the politics and 
George W.’s stupidity.  A great 
example of this would be during 
the scene where Colin Powell 
makes a long speech on why 
the country shouldn’t go to war.  
George W.’s response was a 
complaint on being “misunder-
estimated.”

By the end, all the jokes at 
George W.’s expense and the 
overall theme that he is a grown-
up child helps the audience sym-
pathize with this controversial 
historical figure.  The war he 
started is pretty much blamed 
on his gullibility and the im-
mature belief that good always 
triumphs over evil.  He meant 
well, seems to be the overall 
theme, he just bit off more than 
he could chew. 

Oliver Stone and Weiser do 
a good job making this contro-
versial historical figure into a 
sympathetic character.  It only 
took a lot of jokes targeted at his 
intelligence to do it. 

W. opens this Friday, Oct. 
17.

Jokes and stupidity: A recipe for sympathy

Bring your cross for the Nightmare at Beaver Lake.

Josh Brolin as President George W. Bush. 

include:
•Kube 93 Haunted House, 

5000 E Marginal Way S Seattle. 
Tickets $14; discounts avail-
able online at www.kube93.com 
KJR 95.7 

•House of Terror, 10200 Quil 
Ceda Blvd. Tulalip. Tickets 
$14; discounts available online 
at www.957kjrfm.com

•Nightmare at Beaver Lake, 
2450 244th Ave SE Samma-
mish. Tickets $9-25; details 
available online at nightmareat-
beaverlake.com

•Maris Farms, Haunted 
Woods/Corn Maze/Pumpkin 
Patch, 24713 Sumner-Buckley 
Hwy, Buckley. Tickets $8+; de-
tails available online at www.
marisfarms.com

•Fright Fest at Enchanted Vil-
lage, 36201 Enchanted Parkway 
South Federal Way. $20 Includ-
ing rides; details online at www.
wildwaves.com

•Dark Hollow Haunted For-
rest, Royal Arch Park, 20821 
Renton Maple Valley Hwy SE, 
Maple Valley. Tickets $9; dis-
counts available online at www.
darkhollowhaunt.com

inter mixed 
are poems 
such as Milh 
which talks 
about the 
women cov-
ered all in 
black har-
vesting the 
salt, and how 
he found 
their drive to 
gather some-
thing from the war torn land.   

The book has received sev-
eral awards including, 2005 
Beatrice Hawley Award, 2006 
Maine Literary Award in Poetry, 
2006 PEN Center USA “Best 
in the West” Literary Award in 
Poetry, 2007 Poets’ Prize and  
most recently the 2008 Charity 
Randall Citation

Turner will work with classes 
and will speak at noon as part of 
Highline Listens: Writers Read 
their Work in Building 2.   

Renowned author, poet 
coming to visit Highline

Turner
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By Sara Lentz
Staff Reporter

Adriana Aukusitino has trav-
eled a long way from Alaska to 
play on Highline’s volleyball 
team.

She came down this July 
after graduating from Service 
High School last year in An-
chorage, where she first started 
playing volleyball.  Originally 
she didn’t intend to ever play 
volleyball but her sister tempted 
her into it. 

“She told me that if I would 
try out for volleyball with her, 
she would try out for basketball 
with me,” she said. 

She made the team, and 
not only that, she was the only 
freshman to do so.  During her 
freshman season, the team took 
the regional, state, and confer-

By Brian Grove 
Staff Reporter 

The Lady Thunderbirds fi-
nally got two well-deserved 
wins last week against Lower 
Columbia and Grays Harbor. 

The wins bring their current 
play-off hopes into clearer fo-
cus, as at least one of the games 
was considered a “must win.”

In last Wednesday’s game 
against Lower Columbia, the 
Lady Thunderbirds finally got 
the division win they were look-
ing for.

Highline vanquished their 
opponents in only four games, 
22-25, 25-16, 25-19, and 25-14.

Highline’s Paula Miles and 
Stephanie Rojas led the kill to-
tals with 14 and 11 respectively. 
Adriana Aukusitino had 37 as-
sists. The next closest assist to-
tal was Kacie DeRosier (Lower 
Columbia) with 19. 

Miles also had 12 digs while 
Jessica Alvarez racked up eight 
aces and Stephanie Rojas got 
three aces. 

The Lady Thunderbirds faced 
off against Grays Harbor on Fri-
day, Oct. 10. 

Highline quickly defeated 
Grays Harbor in a three-game 
match, 25-13, 25-16, and 
25-20.

Three players reached 10 or 
more in kills, assists, and digs, 
and three or more in blocks 
and aces. Out of the three, two 
of them were Highline’s own. 
Adriana Aukusitino had 21 as-
sists and four aces, while Leti-
cia Colon had 11 kills and three 
blocks. 

Both of these victories set 
Highline back on track to reach 
their goal, making it to the 

Lady Thunderbirds break through with two wins

NWAACC tournament. 
Both the coaches and play-

ers had something to say about 
the recent turn-around that will 
hopefully give them enough 
momentum to propel them into 
the play-offs. 

“When we play upbeat, when 
we are talking, when we’re loud, 
we play better. We’re playing 
more consistent. The girls have 
stepped up to the challenge of 
wanting to make it to the play-
offs. Lower Columbia was a big 

match. If we didn’t win, it was 
doubtful we’d make the play-
offs,” said Head Coach Chris 
Littleman. 

“Lower Columbia felt like a 
really big game for us. We were 
very intense about it. We’re 
becoming more of a team now 
instead of individuals,” said 
Highline’s middle blocker, Le-
ticia Colon. 

Highline is in fifth place in 
the Western Division of the 
NWAACC Conference, a half 

game behind Clark. The top four 
teams make it to the playoffs.

Meanwhile, Lady Thunder-
birds may get to replay their 
Oct. 1 match against Tacoma.

The Highline coaching staff 
challenged the match after a ref-
eree misapplied a substitution 
rule, giving Tacoma the ball and 
a point at a crucial time in the 
match.  Highline went on to lose 
the match in four games. 

According to NWAACC offi-
cials, the protest is being upheld, 

and the game will be replayed if 
necessary for playoff seeding.

The Lady Thunderbirds’ 
chances for making the playoffs 
are looking up. 

Over the last week, High-
line’s intensity has been notice-
ably higher.

Maybe it’s the two games 
they’ve won. Maybe it’s the fact 
that they just got their matching 
court shoes and they look like a 
team. Maybe it’s their coaching. 
Or maybe it’s all three. 

Head Coach Chris Littleman 
commented about his constant 
upbeat and in-game style of 
coaching, which is having a no-
ticeable impact on the players.

“I’ve played at the college 
level and I know how important 
it is to be upbeat, keep it upbeat, 
and keep it loud,” said coach 
Littleman. 

“The team has been much 
more detail-oriented as of late. 
The shoes and uniforms are 
matching, bringing us together. 
When we are more detail-orient-
ed, we play better,” he added. 

Looking ahead, Highline 
played Centralia this Wednes-
day, Oct. 15, at 7 p.m. with re-
sults unavailable at presstime. 
The Lady Thunderbirds will 
also play in the Wenatchee 
Valley Crossover Tournament, 
which takes place Friday, Oct. 
17 through the weekend. After 
the weekend tournament, the 
Lady Thunderbirds will kick off 
the second half of their season 
against Green River on the road, 
Friday, Oct. 24 at 7 p.m. 

“If we win against Centralia, 
and in our Wenatchee tourna-
ment, that’s really gonna pump 
us up. We play up a lot at tour-
naments,” said Colon. 

Power producer
   Highline setter Aukusitino drives T-Bird volleyball attack

Brian Grove/THUNDERWORD
Highline’s Bittany Menard picks up a kill and a point for Highline against Grays Harbor last Friday. 

ence titles to 
round out a 
Triple Crown 
w i n n i n g 
year. 

She got 
r e c r u i t e d 
to come to 
H i g h l i n e 
when the 
w o m e n ’ s 

basketball coach, Amber Mo-
sely, came up to Alaska for an 
exposure camp.

“I wanted to experience 
something new and different. 
That’s what ultimately led to 
Highline,” Aukusitino said.

Standing at 5’7”, and wear-
ing jersey 21, Aukusitino plays 
the position of setter. 

“The setter is also like a lead-
er, or a point guard on a basket-
ball team,” she said 

The setter’s role in the game 
is to deliver the ball to another 
player so that they can go in for 
an attack. 

The team’s league record is 
currently 2-4 but Aukusitino re-
mains positive.

“We can do better. We have 
the girls to do it,” she said.

Her hopes for the team are 
to ultimately reach NWAACC 
championships at the end of the 
season.

The main highlight for Auku-
sitino of the season so far would 
have to be when the team trav-
eled to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
for a two week stay and inter-
national competition back in 
August.  

The team got a play at the Na-
tional Volleyball Training Cen-
ter for Brazil, and even got the 
chance to watch some Olympic 

contenders in action.
Besides volleyball, Auku-

sitino will also play as point 
guard on Highline’s basketball 
team, which she also played 
back in Anchorage.  She even 
has been splitting some of her 
time with the volleyball team so 
that she can make it to some of 
the basketball pre-season prac-

tices twice a week. 
Since her move from An-

chorage, she lives with five 
other women in a house near 
campus. After obtaining her as-
sociates degree here at Highline, 
she intends to transfer over to a 
four-year school and continue 
her education for a currently un-
decided major. 

Brian Grove/THUNDERWORD
Adriana Aukusitino sets the ball for teammate Leticia Colon.

Aukusitino



The Thunderword / Oct 16, 2008

By Liz Phillips
Staff Reporter

With nine goals and two wins 
in the past week, the Lady T-
Birds are climbing the playoff 
ladder.

Still in third place in the 
NWAACC’s West Division, 
Highline recorded two shut-
outs against Everett and Lower 
Columbia.  Everett is currently 
in last place in the North Divi-
sion and Lower Columbia is 
also currently in last place in the 
North Division.  

Highline defeated Everett 7-0 
and beat Lower Columbia 2-0, 
with Ivanca Frerichs recording 
the shut out for both of these 
games.

Currently Highline is on 
track to go to the NWAACC 
tournament, however, as Coach 
Tom Moore said, “Nothing is 
a for sure until it’s all said and 
done.”

Moore said he was very 
thrilled with the performance 
the girls put forth in both games 
last week.  “We have battled 
through some tough games, and 
I’m glad that the hard work they 
have put in is paying off.”

Highline played Everett this 
past Saturday, Oct. 11, at High-
line’s home field.

The entire game was filled 
with excitement.  Highline 
started out the game hard.  With 
a full team and one sub, the 
women were ecstatic to be fully 
equipped said Frerichs. 

Everett was playing with 
only 10 players and was taking 
a beating.

Highline player Andrea Er-
dahl received the ball from 
Sammi Borgstrom, then Erdahl 
continued to beat the keeper at 
the near post, making the score 
1-0 Highline. 

Hot on Erdahl’s heels with 
another goal three minutes later 

was Kelsey Lusebrink.  Luse-
brink received the ball from 
D. Guerra to score, making the 
score 2-0 Highline. 

Everett’s defense was very 
uneasy with the ball, and High-
line had multiple steals which 
ended in outstanding plays.  
Like every other game, Erdahl 
continued to show off her hard 
work ethic and speed by putting 
in another goal to end the half.  

The half time score had 

game, although they had to fight 
a little harder for this one.  

Although no goals were 
scored in the first half for either 
team, it was evident that High-
line offensively was getting a 
workout, Moore said. 

At half time the score was 
still 0-0 even though Highline 
worked hard the entire first half 
Moore said.  

Five minutes into the second 
half, all that work had finally 
paid off.  Lusebrink scored the 
first goal of the game.  Ten min-
utes later, Lynch scored the final 
goal of the game.  

Overall, the game versus 
Lower Columbia helped High-
line to see that perseverance on 
offense will pay off in the end. 

Frerichs as usual did well in 
goal and continued the positive 
vibe the team has when she is in 
goal Moore said.  

“Whitney Lynch did a great 
job coming back from injury to 
score a goal and had many other 
opportunities,” Moore said.

“Kelsey Lusebrink was solid 
as usual and gave us a ton of of-
fense that eventually led to her 
goal and many other opportuni-
ties for other players,” Moore 
said.

Coach Moore said, “Slow-
ly, but surely, we are putting 
the pieces together and I think 
we’re moving in a good direc-
tion.  Practices are much more 
enthusiastic as we get closer to 
playoffs.  We will have our ups 
and downs, and just hope that 
the ups come when we need 
them and the downs don’t hold 
us back from our potential.”  

The results for Highline’s 
game against Olympic on Oct. 
15 are not available at presstime.  
Later in the week the T-Birds 
will be playing at home versus 
Whatcom on Saturday, Oct. 18 
at noon and rival Green River at 
home on Oct. 22 at 2 p.m.

Lady T-Birds keep third place with two game win streak

 By Joshua K. Hauck
 Staff Reporter

Highline wrestling is return-
ing bigger and better than ever 
for their upcoming winter sea-
son.  With a roster of 31 wres-
tlers, coaches expect this season 
to go exceptionally well.

“From looking at our sched-
ule, there isn’t any reason we 
shouldn’t win every meet,” said 
Assistant Coach Matt Hoover.

Athletic Director John Dunn 
believes that with the team’s il-
lustrious history, success within 
the program should come at 
ease.

“I am very proud of the fact 
that we are one of the only two 
collegiate wrestling programs 
left in the entire state of Wash-

ington.  I am also proud to have 
such quality leadership within 
the program.  Coach Norton is 
everything that you want in a 
head coach, and has proven this 
time and time again.”

Head Coach Scott Norton 
has been coaching at Highline 
for six years.  His background 
includes being a three-time Pac 
10 champion, and currently 
holding second place on Or-
egon’s all-time career wins with 
a record of 111-28 at the Uni-
versity of Oregon.

Hoover has been a part of 
the coaching staff for about two 
years.  Hoover also represented 
the U.S. in 1994 at the Junior 
World Championships in Buda-
pest, Hungary.

A recent addition, Assistant 

Coach Brad Luvass has returned 
to Highline after wrestling here 
for two years.  

Currently, Luvass is an ama-
teur mixed martial artist special-
ist with a record of 6-2 and will 
be turning professional this No-
vember.

“Of course we’re confident.  
If the coaches aren’t confident, 
then how do we expect our kids 
to be?” said Coach Hoover.

Although the team has lost 
many returners, the coaching 
staff still believes this to be one 
of the largest and most skilled 
teams in recent years.  This is 
because of the fact that recruit-
ing has gone remarkably well.

“Coach Norton brought in 
some great kids this year.  We’re 
just trying to get kids to nation-

als,” said Hoover.
This would seem to be a dif-

ficult task with only one other 
collegiate wrestling program 
within the state. However High-
line travels to nearby states 
like Oregon and Idaho, to as 
far as Canada and Michigan to 
find other programs to wrestle 
against.

With what would appear to 
be a dying sport in our state, 
the coaches have done numer-
ous things to keep it alive.  One 
of those is the establishment of 
a club dedicated to wrestling 
at Highline in an attempt not 
only to keep their athletes in top 
physical condition, but to sim-
ply continue to keep the sport 
aware to others.

Even though there may be in-

dividuals on the team who will 
surely stand out, like returning 
All-American Marshall Giovan-
ni, who placed second at the NJ-
CAA championships last year 
in the 157 pound weight class.  
The coaches consider all of their 
wrestlers to be outstanding, and 
encourage people to look out for 
all of them.

“We want to encourage 
people to come out and sup-
port.  Wrestling is kind of over-
looked,” said Coach Hoover.  
“As usual, students should come 
out and support your guys and 
girls teams.”

Highline’s first meet will be 
held on Nov. 2 at Yakima Com-
munity College.  Their first 
home meet will be on Dec 2. 
also against Yakima.

Highline’s wrestlers and coaches are ready for the upcoming season

Max Dubbeldam/THUNDERWORD
Andrea Erdahl dribbles the ball down field against Everett.

Highline leading 3-0.  After the 
half it was evident that Highline 
really shut Everett down, offen-
sively and defensively, granting 
literally no scoring opportuni-
ties for Everett, Highline was 
playing sound soccer.  

 “It feels good to be on the 
other side,” Korinne Goudey 
said.  

Brittany McKay also reiterat-
ed that, nobody played easy on 
them, so they weren’t going to 

play easy on them just because 
Everett was short handed.  The 
T-Birds were going to play hard 
all game and that is exactly they 
did.  

The second half Everett came 
out looking tired and already 
defeated.  Highline opened their 
second half account within the 
first 15 minutes.  With a beau-
tiful goal by Whitney Lynch, 
Highline was clearly out play-
ing and out-classing Everett.  

Everett had only one notable 
play.  Everett’s Felicia Henrick-
son, managed to by-pass High-
line’s defense to get a shot on 
goal.  The shot, kicked hard, 
missed the frame of the goal.  

With nearly 20 minutes left 
in the game, Goudey made her 
first college goal.  Goudey teed 
up a gorgeous shot from just 
outside the 18.  The shot went 
off the cross bar of the goal and 
went in, making the score 4-0.

Highline continued through-
out the rest of the game to pen-
etrate Everett‘s defense.  

Highline’s McKay scored at 
the 80-minute mark and Alyssa 
Dale followed her lead by scor-
ing with seven minutes remain-
ing in the game.  

“I think the impressive part 
of the win was that the girls nev-
er stopped pushing, and that we 
had six different players score,” 
Moore said.

“Having all 13 players at the 
game suited up and all playing 
minutes during our win was a 
huge positive impact that the 
girls felt,” Moore added.  

Erdahl said after the game 
that playing with a full squad 
plus a sub helps with overall 
confidence and just all around 
feels better.

The game Highline played 
against Lower Columbia was 
also a positive experience for 
the team.  Highline dominated 
their opponent nearly the whole 
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By Max Dubbeldam
Staff Reporter

Highline is left chasing in 
second place after they dropped 
points in only one of their 
matches.

For most of the season High-
line has been tied with Belle-
vue, but after the Thunderbirds 
tied at Peninsula, Bellevue went 
up two points.

On Wednesday, Oct. 8, High-
line played the match away at 
Peninsula and fought back from 
a 2-0 deficit to end the match 
2-2.

“We came out flat,” said Head 
Coach Jason Prenovost.  “We 
were fortunate to get a tie.”

Peninsula’s Omar Anderson 
opened the scoring in the 24th 
minute after receiving an assist 
from Teagan Cambier.  

Peninsula further took con-
trol of the half with a second 
goal in the 39th.  It was Luis 
Medrano who set up sophomore 
Hugo Vasquez.

In the second half, the Thun-
derbirds woke up and they took 
control of the play.  It was High-
line sophomore Fernando Gon-
zales who pulled one back in the 
53rd, and Tony Maxwell scored 
the equalizing goal in the 75th.

“The first half we were los-
ers,” said Prenovost.  “And in 
the second half we were win-
ners.”

“In the second half we picked 

T-Birds slip into second place after two lax matches

it up, and we had them on their 
heels,” said Robbie Gouk.

On Saturday, Oct. 11, High-
line played at home against Ev-
erett and came away with a 2-1 
victory.

Highline started strongly 
and dominated most of the first 
half.  Gouk fired an early warn-
ing shot across the box, but no-
body could get on the end of his 

cross.
In the 13th minute Ryan Kuf-

fler sent in a cross, and Daniel 
Nam took a shot that deflected 
off an Everett defender.  Marco 
Heredia collected the ball and 
passed it back to Nam, who slid 
it through to Gouk.  

Gouk was one-on-one with 
the goalkeeper and scored.  

Freshman midfielder Alex 

Bresnen made it 2-0 after re-
ceiving a cross from Nam in the 
44th minute.

In the second half Everett 
came out pushing.  Everett mid-
fielder Jeffers Haile crossed the 
ball deep into the Highline box, 
Abou Khan headed it on goal 
but Highline keeper Liviu Bird 
was equal to it.

In the 51st minute Highline’s 

Brandon Arreola dribbled into 
the Everett half and passed the 
ball off to Robbie Gouk.  Gouk 
dribbled into the box but his shot 
ended up in the side netting.

In the 55th minute Highline 
had some good build-up play 
and Fernando Gonzales shot 
from outside the 18-yard box, 
but the shot blazed over.

Everett would halve the 
Highline lead in the 57th minute 
when Eric Hawks chipped Liviu 
Bird from outside the 18 to put 
the score at 2-1.

After the goal, Everett kept 
pushing and becoming more ag-
gressive.  Soon after the goal, 
Jake Berg shot a ball into the 
side netting, and the tempo 
of Highline’s play kept going 
down.

Highline was having less in-
fluence on the match as it went 
on.  Even though Everett kept 
pushing, the Thunderbirds came 
away with the win at the end.

“We were cruising the first 
half,” said Robbie Gouk.  “But 
we dropped off during the sec-
ond.”

Prenovost said that it never 
should’ve been a match, but that 
Highline let Everett back into 
the match.

Highline played away at 
Olympic on Wednesday, Oct. 
15, but the results were unavail-
able at presstime.

The Thunderbirds play 
against Whatcom on Saturday, 
Oct. 18, at 2 p.m. 

Ami Nguyen/THUNDERWORD
Highline forward Daniel Nam beats two of Everett’s defensive players.

Men’s soccer standings
North Division

Legue/Pts/Season
Whatcom 6-1-3 21 6-1-3 
Shoreline 5-4-3 18 5-4-3 
Edmonds 4-7-1 13 4-7-1 
Everett  3-7-2 11 3-7-2 
Sk.Valley 1-9-1 4 1-9-1 

East Division
Wa.Walla 8-1-1 25 9-1-2
W.Valley 7-0-3 24 8-0-3 
Col.Basin 7-3-1 22 7-3-1 
Spokane 6-4-1 19 6-6-2 
Tre.Valley 4-3-3 15 4-3-3

West Division
Bellevue 10-0-2 32 10-0-2 
Highline 9-0-3 30 9-1-3 
Peninsula 4-3-3 15 4-5-3 
Tacoma 4-5-3 15 4-5-3 
Olympic  0-10-1 1 0-10-1 

South Divison
Chem.   5-2-6 21 7-2-6 
Clark   4-6-2 14 4-7-3 
Pierce   3-7-0 9 3-7-0 
SW.Ore.  2-9-2 8 2-9-2 
S.P.Sound 0-11-1 1 0-11-1 

Scores
Tr.Valley-2 tied Chem.-2 
Highline-2, Everett-1
Shoreline-5, Olympic-0 
Walla-3, SW.Oregon-0
W.Valley-7, S.P.Sound-0
Bellevue-3, Sk.Valley-1 
Pierce-3, Clark-0

Scoreboard
Tacoma-4 tied Edmonds-4

Women’s soccer 
North Divison

Legue/Pts/Season
Shoreline 12-0-1 37 12-0-1 
Whatcom 9-2-1 28 9-2-1 
Sk.Valley 5-4-3 18 5-4-3 
Edmonds 5-7-1 16 5-7-1 
Everett    1-11-1 4 1-12-2 

East Division 
Wa.Walla 12-0-0 36 14-0-0 
Col.Basin 10-1-2 32 10-1-2 
Tr.Valley 8-4-0 24 8-4-0 
W.Valley 5-6-1 16 5-6-1 
Spokane 2-8-3 9 3-9-3 
Yak.Valley 1-8-3 6 1-8-3 

West Division
Bellevue 8-2-3 27 8-2-3 
Tacoma 6-3-4 22 6-3-4 
Highline 5-3-5 20 5-3-5 
Olympic 4-7-2 14 4-7-2 
Gr.River 3-9-1 10 3-9-1 
Lo.Col.  1-11-0 3 2-12-0

South Division
Clack.  9-4-2 29 9-5-3 
Lane   5-3-6 21 6-3-6
Chem.  4-8-3 15 4-8-3 
Clark   4-6-2 14 4-6-2 
SW.Ore.   1-13-0 3 1-13-1 

Scores
Whatcom-2, Green River-0
Clackamas-1, W. Valley-0 
Lane-3, Treasure Valley-1 

Highline-7, Everett-0
Wa. Walla-10, SW Oregon-1
Shoreline-8, Olympic-0 
Skagit Valley-2, Bellevue-1
Spokane-1 tied Clark-1
Yak. Valley-2 tied Chem.-2
Tacoma-2, Edmonds-0

Women’s Volleyball 
North Division

Legue/Pts/Season
Edmonds 6-0 1.000 23-5 
Whatcom 5-1 .833 10-18 
Bellevue  4-2 .667 11-12 
Sk.Valley 3-3 .500 9-7 
Shoreline 2-4 .333 6-18 
Everett  1-5 .167 5-11 
Olympic  0-6 .000 2-20 

East Division
Wa.Walla 6-1 .857 17-7 
Col.Basin 5-2 .714 17-13 
Tr.Valley 5-3 .625 27-8 
We.Valley 4-3 .571 19-11 
BlueMt. 4-3 .571 9-15 
Spokane 5-4 .556 19-16 
BigBend 1-7 .125 4-14 
Yak.Valley 0-7 .000 1-21 

West Division 
Tacoma  5-0 1.000 18-10 
Pierce  5-1 .833 15-6 
Gr.River  5-1 .833 13-12 
Clark    3-3 .500 13-12 
Highline  2-3 .400 17-12 
Lo.Col. 2-4 .333 9-8 
Gr.Harbor 1-5 .167 1-12 

Centralia 0-6 .000 3-18 
South Division 

Chem.      5-0 1.000 30-0 
SW.Oregon 4-1 .800 14-7 
Clack.    3-2 .600 27-9 
Mt.Hood   1-4 .200 8-13 
Umpqua   1-4 .200 6-13 
Linn-Benton 1-4 .200 4-23 

Scores
Highline def Grays Harbor
(25-13,25-16,25-20)

Pierce def Lower Columbia
(25-18,25-16 ,25-19)
Green River def Centralia
(25-21,25-13,25-9)
Tacoma def Clark
(25-20,23-25,25-22,25-19)
Spokane def W. Valley
(25-20,29-27,25-21)
Tr. Valley def Big Bend
(25-20,25-15,25-11)
Skagit Valley def Everett
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For more information: (206) 296-5352 
or mkbrenn@seattleu.edu

www.seattleu.edu/artsci/socialwork

Bachelor of Social Work Program
Fullfi lling Career/Fullfi lling Life If you would enjoy helping people 
and communities reach their potential, consider social work. Social workers 
are advocates for social justice and social change. They work with people to 
meet their base human needs and resolve their personal dilemmas.

Information Session: November 13, 2008, 5:30 - 6:30 pm, Casey Bldg. 517

Jessica Arnold and Allison Hofferber

College of Arts and Sciences

                             Become an advocate for social justice and social change.

SU_A&S_socialwork_Thunderword.in1   1 9/15/2008   9:04:49 AM

By Sidney Pacampara
Staff Reporter

 
Dr. James Peyton is the new 

interim director of the Center 
for Extended Learning.  He re-
places Mary Averett, who re-
tired last summer.

“I’m very excited and still 
learning on the go,” Peyton 
said.

Learning is nothing new to 
Peyton.  He was part of the Cen-
ter for Community Research 
and Evaluation, which works in 
conjunction with the CEL, while 
on the economics faculty.  

Peyton has worked at High-
line for 11 years.  He got his 
Ph.D. from the University of 
California, Davis, in environ-
mental, and response econom-
ics. 

“The Center for Extended 
Learning is a place that builds a 
bunch of pathways for students 
to come into the institution,” 
Peyton said.  

The Center is located in 
Building 99 and offers non-cred-
it classes and programs with the 
emphasis on business, technol-
ogy, and personal enrichment.

The three focuses of the CEL 
are each headed by a program 
manager with a teaching staff 
supporting them.  Gale Woods 
is the program manager of busi-
ness; Susan Sittner for technol-
ogy; and Alana Morrison for 
personal enrichment. 

Their training focuses on 
the advancement of the skill 
and knowledge in these areas.  
They work in unison with High-
line’s own mission of instilling 
life-long learning ideas, Peyton 
said.  

For business, the CEL has 
programs that include contract 
training, job skill training, busi-
ness training, plus the Small 
Business Development Center. 

The SBDC focuses on exist-
ing small businesses.  There is 
also a closely related program 
called StartZone that was added 
in July of this year.  StartZone 
offers the opportunity for entre-
preneurs to turn their ideas into 

businesses.  
 “These two small business 

programs complement each oth-
er, but they are different in their 
focuses,” Peyton said. 

Technology training deals 
with a wide range of subjects, 
from computer fundamentals 
and operating systems to web 
and graphic design.  

“Technology training is real-
ly a specialized part of the oth-
ers,” Peyton said. 

The personal enrichment 
programs offer classes in art, fit-
ness, and personal development, 
among other topics. 

“It is a way for people to just 
do what they want to do wheth-
er it be dance, language, or pho-
tography,” Peyton said. 

Classes are offered at High-
line’s Federal Way campus, 
Highline High School, as well 
as the main campus.  

In order for each to run cor-
rectly, they all work in coopera-
tion with each other under the 
same operation. 

“I oversee, manage, and par-
ticipate in the ongoing design, 
development, and evaluation, 
of the programs.  I also promote 
internal and external partner-
ships,” Peyton said.

The CEL currently offers 
around 155 non-credit classes 
with 328 students enrolled.  

Peyton’s term as interim di-
rector for the Center of Extend-
ed Learning is for this academic 
year, 2008-2009, and Samuel Le 
is filling his duties in the Eco-
nomics department.

Catching 
the last rays 
of autumn
A Highline student catches 
a little late fall sun on the 
grass near Building 10 this 
week, while a flower else-
where on campus stretches 
to reach for some rays amid 
overcast skies.  The Nation-
al Weather Service predicts 
rain and low temperatures 
for the weekend, however.

Ami Nguyen/THUNDERWORD

Peyton takes reins 
at extended learning

Dr. James Peyton

By Jessica Lovin
Staff Reporter

Many of them want to major 
in history, but some just do it for 
the extra credit points.

History Club gets together 
once a week to talk about his-
toric events, argue about them, 
and occasionally watch movies.

“We don’t debate, it’s never 
that formal,” said Dr. Tim Mc-
Mannon, history club adviser of 
three years.

McMannon thought it would 
be a cool idea to form a club in 
which the students will actually 
learn something substantial.  
Last year they covered topics 
such as The Cold War and the 
Romans. 

They also had a show and tell 
where members brought in his-
toric items and artifacts such as 
old paintings and M.I.A. brace-

lets.
This year, McMannon wants 

to put together a field trip of 
some sort.  

The club also wants to get in-
volved in a community service 
project by either helping out in 
a museum or becoming history 

tutors for children.
The number of members who 

showed up to the first meeting 
earlier this fall, McMannon 
said, was a lot higher than last 
year.

They had about 30-40 when 
they usually have had 15-20.

“It’s going to be the best 
history club Highline has ever 
seen,” said Leah Hatcher, trea-
surer. 

The members want to put to-
gether a time capsule for future 
members to open later on. 

If interested in joining, the 
club meets Wednesdays at 1:30 
p.m. Contact Nick Burns for 
more information at nicolas.
burns@yahoo.com. 

History Club looks to the future

Dr. Tim McMannon

Thunderword ads.  
Now with 
more B-vitamins!
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Continued From Page 1
Altmayer

Jones encouraged Altmayer to 
take up a position on the board.

Altmayer accepted the offer, 
becoming an active member. 

“The more I got to know 
about the college, the more it in-
terested me and intrigued me,” 
Altmayer said.

“I ended up getting more ac-
tive and involved primarily up 
until just a couple of weeks ago 
through the Foundation.”

Altmayer says he carries a 
deep belief in the college’s mis-
sion with him to this position as 
trustee.  

He added that everything this 
college offers in the way of in-
novative education, training op-
portunities and helping others 
becoming successful sums up 
what he’s looking to be a part 
of.

“Who wouldn’t want to be 
aligned with an organization that 
does that? A great organization 
that’s known not just regionally 
but nationally,” Altmayer said.  
“It kind of makes you want to 
jump aboard.”

Altmayer played a key role 
in funding for the Marine Sci-
ence Technology Center that is 
located at Redondo Beach.

“I was the capital campaign 
co-chair for the Marine Science 
Technology Center,” he said.

“We [the Foundation] basi-
cally provided the funds to have 
the Marine Science Technology 
Center.”

Altmayer says the foundation 
has only about a $1 million en-
dowment now, which is actually 
smaller than it was due to the 

Continued From Page 1
Palin

favorite conversation topic: 
snowmobiling.  Palin called it 
snowmachining, an Alaskan 
colloquialism.

“He talked about fishing and 
snowmachining,” Callero said.  
“I found out that he went on to 
be a commercial fisherman off 
and on over the years.”

Palin also went on to be a 
very accomplished snowmobile 
racer.

The Iron Dog is a 1,971-mile 
race, contested once a year in 
February.  The longest snow-
mobile race in the world, the 
Iron Dog winner was awarded 

$25,000 in 2008.  Palin won the 
race in 1999, 2000, 2002, and 
2007.

In 2008, Palin was racing to 
defend his crown when he broke 
his arm in a crash.  On Feb. 18, 
the Fairbanks Daily News-Min-
er reported that Palin estimated 
he was going 50 to 60 miles per 
hour when he hit a metal drum 
hidden under fresh snow outside 
the village of Galena and flew 
70 feet from his machine before 
landing.

The News-Miner reported 
Palin finished the race in fourth 
place, but not before his ma-
chine died completely.  He had 
to be towed across the Chena 
River and over the finish line in 
Fairbanks.

By Hanna Jazzyca
Staff Reporter

The International Leadership 
Student Council has several 
programs for Fall Quarter. 

A Mount Rainier day trip will 
be held on Oct. 18.  Sightseeing 
and hiking are a few activities 
participants can do.  There will 
be a $10 fee for transportation, 
entrance, food and drink.  Reg-
istration is open.  

A Halloween party will be 
held on Oct. 31.  Takuya Kawa-
mura is the social and cultural 
event coordinator in charge for 
Halloween 2008. 

“We’ve already started to 
prepare.  I think it’s going to be 
free.  Last year we had pumpkin 
carving, and now we’re going to 
have a haunted house,” he said.

He also mentioned that he 
needs the help of volunteers. 

“For Halloween, we need 
about 40 volunteers for set up, 
cleanup and decoration,” added 

International programs has many 
events planned for Fall Quarter

Ha Truong, the Volunteer Bank 
coordinator.  The first meeting 
for Halloween volunteers was 
held on Oct. 10.  

To celebrate Thanksgiving 
weekend, International Student 
Programs invites student to 
join the Leavenworth trip. This 
trip will be held on Nov. 29-30.  
The cost is $60 for transporta-
tion, accommodations and one 
lunch.  

Volunteer programs are also 
available this quarter.  The 
‘Giving Tree’ program returns 
in December.  The purpose of 
this program is to get donations 
to buy presents and wrap them 
into Christmas gifts.  These gifts 
will be given to the children of 
Highline’s students.

For volunteer programs, stu-
dents are welcome to register in 
the International Student Pro-
gram office. 

Olivia Ho emphasized that 
some programs have limited 
participants, so students who 

are interested should sign up as 
soon as the registration opens.

Promotions will be conduct-
ed by the International Leader-
ship Student Council in order to 
encourage students to partici-
pate.  Those programs are cre-
ated to help students adjust in 
their transition. 

“Just come and talk to us, the 
ILS 2008-2009.  We’re going to 
make your Highline experience 
more valuable,” Truong said. 

The International Leadership 
Student Council has showed its 
efforts in creating positive pro-
grams for students.  Now it is up 
to the students to take part.  

Updated information will be 
posted on Highline’s website, or 
students can simply drop by the 
International Student Program 
office in Building 9. 

On Oct. 25, the Interna-
tional Student Programs office 
will move to Building 25 (the 
library), on the fifth floor, for 
more space.

funding used for the center. 
“I’ve got a big interest in 

marine life.  I’m a master scuba 
diver and I’ve dived all over the 
world,” he said.

“It just seemed like a great 
way to be involved very locally 
in being able to impact what’s 
happening in Puget Sound,” 
Altmayer said.

He said that due to his in-
volvement with the Foundation, 
he’s had an opportunity to attend 
several regional and nationwide 
conferences, becoming familiar 
with other community colleges 
and their programs.

“We’ve got a number of peo-
ple who do a wonderful job of 
looking for new grants or new 
programs or initiatives that can 
provide money that benefit the 
college students overall,” Alt-
mayer said.  “I don’t see that at 
all at the other community col-
leges.”

“One of our strengths is we 
were the very first community 
college in King County,” he 
said.   “It was initially born back 
in 1961 and then moved over to 
this campus in 1964 where they 
actually got their own buildings 
and campus and started grow-
ing.”

“That kind of legacy builds 
on itself over time,” he said.

Altmayer says that until he 
has an opportunity to assess 
Highline’s background in both 
its financial standing and pro-
gramming as a college, he’s 
not able to comment on where 
Highline’s weaknesses may lie 
at this time.

“Hopefully, I’ll garner a bet-
ter understanding shortly about 
what areas we may need to im-

prove in,” he said.
“I do have a firm belief that 

no organization is perfect and 
it’s one of those things you have 
to look through and always try 
to strive to get better.”

Altmayer is a Chicago native 
having graduated Northern Illi-
nois University in 1984 with a 
political science degree and also 
with both an emphasis on inter-
national relations and a minor in 
German. 

He was on active duty in the 
army and stationed in Germany 
and later became an intelligence 
officer in 1992.

Altmayer believes that the 
college has lived up to its name 
as a community-based college 
and continues to exhibit a good 
example as a multicultural edu-
cational outreach center.

“I think one of the roles that 
we have as a community col-
lege is to provide a place for  
workforce redevelopment and 
retraining,” he said.

“I suspect over the next cou-
ple of years that will become a 
very important part of what we 
do.”

“I think it is vitally important 
to be involved in the communi-
ty, especially now, where we’re 
looking at tough economic 
times,” he said.

Altmayer said that it was 
former Board of Trustees Presi-
dent Karen Vander Ark who had 
originally asked him six to eight 
months ago if he would consider 
a trustees position before both 
vacancies actually occurred.

“That’s how I kind of made 
it over to the trustees or having 
an interest in the trustees,” Alt-
mayer said.

Todd Palin (center) with wife Sarah (left) and daughter (right)
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