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Staff Reporter

Memorial services will be
May 14 for Highline Professor
Phil Droke, who died on Mon-
day after a short illness.

Droke had a minor stroke
around four weeks ago that
only affected his vision.

After the stroke he con-
tracted pneumonia. Doctors
took x-rays, where they found
blood clots and stage 4 lung
cancer.

Droke was raised in Taco-
ma and born on June 18, 1940
and started his tenure at High-
line in 1966 after receiving his
master’s in economics at the
University of Washington.

“He was a very important
faculty leader who was will-
ing to step up to whatever
challenge. He was a voice for
faculty issues, ... At the same
time he was a strong advocate
for students,” President Dr.
Jack Bermingham said.

“He’ll be missed,” Ber-
mingham added. “He had a
very broad influence on cam-
pus.”

On campus Droke was
widely loved and respected by
his peers.

“Professionally he was a
very good economist and very
involved for Highline,” retired
economics professor Bruce
Roberts said. “He did a lot to

make Highline what it is to-
day.”

Political Science teacher
Davidson Dodd said that Droke
treated everyone with respect
and that he never talked down
to anyone.

“Phil always had a wonder-
ful temper,” Dodd said. “He
had a great curiosity [and]
he always had an inquisitive
mind.”

Droke was also active in
charity work and helped out
children in Mexico.

“He went to Mexico every
Christmas and raised money to
buy shoes for kids in Mexico,”
Dr. Phillip Sell said.

Droke was very involved
with the college and served as
the chairman of the Social Sci-
ences division, the chairman
of the Tenure Review Com-
mittee, and he was chairman
of the Faculty Senate.

“He found Highline to be
very special,” Dodd said. “It’s
great to see someone who
loved what he did.”

“At his core he loved the
institution, he loved his ca-
reer here,” Bermingham said.
“His personal values aligned
completely to the career he
chose.”

Sell said that Droke took
over the position of chairman
of the Faculty Senate from
him.

He added that he thought

Highline loses beloved professor

Phil Droke on a faculty picket line in the 1980s.

that “this is the right guy to
carry on the work we were do-
ing in the Senate.”

“He was a strong person,
fun to be with, and likeable,”
Sell said. “Phil was one of the
good guys.”

Droke is survived by his
wife Shaaron and his son Cal.

The memorial service on
May 14 will start at 4:30 p.m.
and will be held in the Mt.
Constance room of the Student
Union Building.

Student decides on front-line education

By CODY STOLZ
Staff Reporter

Michael T. McClure’s educa-
tion has taken a turn toward the
east.

McClure, a Marine and for-
mer Highline student deployed
to Iraq on Jan. 9.

McClure, who is originally
from St. Louis, moved here
with his family several years
ago. They moved to Normandy
Park, where his father, who is
also former military, took a job
at Boeing.

McClure attended Highline
for two years, working his way
to being just shy of an associ-
ate’s degree; however he soon
grew bored with what he was

Michael McClure on the 50-caliber gun of a CH-53 helicopter.

doing.

McClure then began looking
into the military, especially the
Marine Corps, and enlisted in
the spring of 2007.

“I felt like I wasn’t going
anywhere, or doing anything
with my life, and I wanted to get
out and see the world. I needed
discipline, and most of all, I

wanted to be one of the few to
earn the title of Marine,” said
McClure on why he joined the
Marine Corps.

McClure left for boot camp
in the summer of 2007, where
he faced his first real test as a
Marine.

“Boot camp was the hard-
est thing I’ve ever done. It re-
ally gave me a lot of confidence,
once you’ve done something
like that you feel like you can
do anything,” said McClure.

McClure soon attended Ma-
rine combat training at Camp
Pendleton, California, where he
learned the skills and techniques
he would need as a Marine.

Common
course

numbers
In effect

By LIVIU BIRD
Staff Reporter

One glance at the Summer or
Fall Quarterly schedules might
confuse students.

For example, a student look-
ing for Speech 100, a course re-
quired for all students to gradu-
ate, will not find it.

As part of Common Course
Numbering, this class has
now become Communications
Studies 101. In fact, all peech
classes are now reclassified as
Communication Studies and put
together with Journalism 100,
reclassified as CMST& 102 (the
ampersand indicates the courses
are common), even though jour-
nalism and speech are two unre-
lated subject areas.

Common Course Numbering
is a state-mandated effort to la-
bel courses that are common at
many community and technical
colleges around the state with
the same department, course
number and course title.

This is primarily for the 25
percent of graduating students
that have transferred between
community and technical col-
leges in the past, according to
a State Board for Community
and Technical Colleges publica-
tion. While four-year schools
will remain informed about the
process, their courses will not
be affected.

However, four-year school
officials looking at a student’s
transcript will have to know
when the class was taken to
determine how it credits will
transfer because transcripts will
not automatically change.

“No changes will be made
to transcripts for courses taken
through Spring Quarter 2009,”
Kate Bligh, associate dean
for Enrollment Services said.
“Courses taken in or after Sum-
mer Quarter 2009 will reflect
the new Common Course Num-
bering name.”

Please see Marine, page 16

Please see CCN, page 15
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Cash still unclaimed

A faculty member found a
substantial amount of cash at
an undisclosed area. He turned
it into lost and found. Nobody
has come to claim it yet.

If someone was to claim it,
“they would have to identify
everything about it,” said Rich
Noyer, supervisor of Safety and
Security.

“They would have to tell
us the container it was in, the
amount of cash that was lost and
when and where it was that they
lost it.”

He said “If nobody claims
it, we will turn it over to the
Highline Foundation,” Noyer
said. The Foundation provides
scholarships for individuals and
funding for special events.

Juveniles are found
robbing dispenser

A custodian working in
Building 19 radioed Security
that two juveniles were in the
women’s restroom breaking
into the women’s feminine hy-
giene dispenser on May 1. The
juveniles ran away.

An unknown amount of
quarters were taken. Facili-
ties was contacted and is taking
down the machine for repair.

Elevator problems
continue in library

A faculty member contacted
Security that someone was stuck
in the elevator in the library on
May 2. After five minutes the
elevator opened on its own. The
faculty member said that they
are continuously having prob-
lems with the elevator getting
stuck.

South King Fire and
Rescue were called

A Highline student became
disoriented and fell to the floor
in Building 17 on May 3. South
King Fire and Rescue arrived.
A firefighter checked her vitals.
She was sent home for the day.

Vehicle gets bused

A vehicle ran into the rear
of a Metro bus on April 29 in
the Highline parking lot. There
were no injuries and nobody
was cited. There was no serious
damage and the bus was fine.

--Compiled by Yuriy
Torchilo

Program will honor
service members

The Highline Veteran’s Com-
mittee presents “Coming Home
with Honor,” a presentation cel-
ebrating the service and sacrifice
of Highline’s service members
and veterans.

Retired Air Force captain
Ed Hrvinak will present film
clips from the movie Operation
Homecoming, and foster discus-
sion of the challenges faced by
soldiers returning from combat.

Hrvinak is a registered nurse,
and the author of Medevac Med-
icine. He served in the Air Force
for 20 years.

The event begins at noon on
Thursday, May 14 in Building 2.
Refreshments will be provided.

Students helped build
computer laboratory

Jon Gerig will give a presen-
tation today on the computer lab
that Highline students helped to
build.

Gerig taught classes at the
school, located in a remote town
in Cambodia. The lab was build
using funds contributed by the
Fundraising to Make a Differ-
ence Club.

The school provides classes
on the English language and
the use of computers. Approxi-
mately 30 students use the lab-
oratory.

Procuments made using funds
donated by Highline included
two tables, two computers and
two sets of computer acces-
sories, as well as a whiteboard
and a number of items needed to
maintain the lab.

The presentation will be held
today in Building 6, room 151,
and will run from noon to 1
p.m.

Volunteers are still
needed by students

The Phlebotomy class is still
looking for volunteers to help
students prepare for their ex-
ternship.

Only a small amount of blood
needs to be taken for the stu-
dents to be able to prepare for
the upcoming challenge.

The Phlebotomy students ex-
ternship will begin on May 18.

Volunteers are welcome to
visit Building 23, room 206
between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. on
Monday, May 11 or on Wednes-
day, May 13.

-

Jon Gerig

Students (front) and their teacher Jon Gerig (back) pose in front of the school in Cambodia where
contributions raised by students at Highline were used to supply a computer laboratory.

Deadline approaches

Nominations for the Women
in Action Award are about too-
close. It celebrates women who
have overcome obstacles and
achieved great things. It will be
presented at the Annual Wom-
en’s Celebration on May 20.

Nominations can be made to
Kimberly Miller via email at
kmiller@highline.edu.

The deadline for nomination
is Thursday, May 7 at 5 p.m.

Calendar

*“The Man in the White Suit:
Fabrics and Innovation,” a Sci-

ence Seminar presented by Meg
Ryan will be held in Building 3,
room 102, 2:20-3:19 p.m., May
8.

*Movie Friday: Better Luck
Tomorrow will be shown in
Building 23, room 213, at noon
on May 8.

*“Summarizing and Para-
phrasing,” a workshop, will
be held at The Writing Center,
Building 26, room 319, 4-4:50
p-m., May 12, 9-9:50 a.m. May
13 and 1:30-2:20 p.m., on May
14.

*“The History of HIV,” a His-
tory Seminar presented by Bob
Baugher, will be held in Build-
ing 3, room 102, 1:30-2:20

206-870-3710 ext. 3148

CO-ORPOIRIT NI

Cooperative Education
Want to find out more information about doing

an internship? Check us out!
Contact Merridy Rennick, Career Specialist

Drop by for a visit: 2nd floor of Building 6 (room 222)

mrennick@highline.edu

HOT JOBS

Teaching Assistant~ 5291 ~ Part Time
Assist with the teaching and care of children.
Experience with young and special needs preferred.
Multiple shifts available. Location: S. Seattle
Wage: 9.50+ Hours: 25-30 Flexible mornings
or afternoons.

Technical Assistant ~ 5276 ~ Fulltime-2nd shift
Preparation of samples and reagents used in testing,
instrument maintenance and quality control; clerical
duties and testing record maintenance responsibilities.
Temporary 8-12 weeks. Location: Renton. Wage:
13.43 plus differential pay. Hours: 40, 6pm-2:30pm

For more information about co-ops, these jobs and more,
log on to www.myinterfase.com/highline/student

p-m., on May 13.

*“Setting Up Word Prob-
lems in Math 81-97,” a work-
shop, will be held at The Math
Resource Center, Building 26,
room 319, 2:20-3:30 p.m., on
May 13.
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Hopkins grants college money

By KANDI CARLSON
Staff Reporter

James Hopkins has one job at
Highline: to get money for the
college.

Hopkins started working as
Highline’s grant writer in Octo-
ber 2008.

Grant writing takes “research,
development, design and evalu-
ation to make sure programs will
be successful,” Hopkins said.

Hopkins is on the lookout
for grants that would benefit the
college every day.

“I mainly write proposals for
education programs and now
that I am here at Highline, ob-
viously education grants is my
focus,” Hopkins said.

However, education grants
are not all he looks into. There
are several federal programs that
may be able to benefit Highline.

Some of these federal pro-
grams include the Department
of Labor, State Department, Na-
tional Science Foundation and
National Endowment for the
Humanities.

He does limit himself to edu-
cational and federal programs.
Gates, Boeing and the Seattle
foundations are some of the
private foundations he actively
looks to for opportunities that
would benefit the college.

“The key to being a grant
writer is [to] get the funding,”
said Hopkins.

Hopkins works with faculty
and administrators to provide
additional and continued fund-
ing for various programs on
campus.

Some of the programs he
currently seeking grants for in-
clude engineering, StartZone,
professional and technical edu-
cation, health and international
programs.

The people in charge of in-
dividual programs come to him
with what is out there and he
writes the grant proposal or he
edits what they’ve put together.

Hopkins has more than 25
years of experience in program
development, grant manage-
ment and grant writing.

“I was very involved in me-
dia relations and campus minis-
tries and made the switch from
full time pastoral ministry to the
non-profit/educational arena,”
Hopkins said, because he “felt it
was a better fit for me and my
personal career goals.”

In 1979 he became the asso-
ciate director of the education
department at the Seattle Indian
Center.

He moved out of the area in
1990 when he took a position
with Addison-Wesley Publish-
ers as the curriculum writer in
California.

He moved back to Washing-
ton in 1995 and started working
with the Muckleshoot Indian
Tribe as the education director.

Hopkins is a Crow Creek
Sioux Indian, which is “part of
the Great Sioux Tribes of the
Dakota Nation,” he said.

His next position was with
Seattle Central Community Col-
lege. He worked as the director
of teacher training programs.

He has been teaching a certif-
icate program for grant writing
at Seattle Central Community
College since 1990. He teaches
students how to properly budget
a project, present and negotiate

Christy Choe/THUNDERWORD
James Hopkins became Highline’s grant writer in October 2008.

a proposal.

“If you don’t enjoy creat-
ing programs, you won’t enjoy
funding programs,” Hopkins
said.

Hopkins has not always been
a writer. He is a Vietnam vet-
eran with the Marine Corps.

Hopkins joined the Marines
in 1968 during Vietnam and
served until 1969. He decided
to return to serve as a reservist
in 1979.

He was commissioned as a
chief warrant officer in public
affairs. He was called to duty
during both the Gulf War in
1990 and the Iraq War in 2003.

Before retiring from service
he received numerous awards.

Some of those include: the
Navy Achievement Award,
Combat Action Ribbon, Presi-
dential Citation and the War on
Terrorism Ribbon.

He has been retired from the
Marine Corps since 2006.

Hopkins’ battles now involve
finding money for Highline.

Hopkins said they are waiting
to hear on a number of grants.
The “average turnaround time
for a grant varies from two
months to three months,” he
said.

Hopkins said he enjoys the
variety that his job provides.
“Creating something is the re-
ward,” he said.
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Services & Activities enters
final budget deliberations

By RACHEL MARSH
Staff Reporter

Final deliberations have be-
gun for next year’s S&A Bud-
get.

“The S&A Budget Commit-
tee’s deliberation process will
probably take until around the
end of the month of May and
we will be presenting the budget
to the Board of Trustees,” said
S&A Budget Committee Chair,
Ashley Burman.

The S&A Budget is the Ser-
vices and Activities Budget.

By state law, when students
pay tuition, 10 percent of it goes
to this budget.

This funds all non-instruc-
tional, extra-curricular pro-
grams that Highline offers, from
athletics to The Thunderword.

The money that goes into
the budget is tied to Highline’s
student enrollment. The more
students who attend the college,
the more money the S&A bud-
get gets.

Associate Dean Jonathan
Brown said that even though
enrollment is expected to be
similar to last year, the amount
of money going into the S&A
Budget will be less because the
childcare center, which previ-
ously brought in revenue, has
closed.

Still, cuts will probably not
need to be as drastic as previ-
ously thought.

Dusty Wilson, a faculty rep-
resentative on the S&A Com-
mittee said, “We are not in a
place where we have to imme-
diately cut 10 percent from all
budgets.”

“We don’t really have to
consider 10 percent for each
specific budget anymore,” Bur-
man said.

Even though 10 percent cuts
to every budget aren’t neces-
sary, the committee is still going
to cut as much as possible.

S&A budget director Marta

Reeves said “We still need to
look and see what we can re-
duce.”

“It doesn’t look good if we
sit here spending lavishly when
we are in a recession,” Student
Government President Lance
Frank said.

“We don’t know how stable
we are now financially.”

Vice President of Student
Services Toni Castro said,
“Once we get out of this eco-
nomic downturn, it’s difficult to
predict where we’ll be.”

“Enrollment trends are diffi-
cult to predict and so the budget
might not be what we are ex-
pecting.”

“We may be looking at a
smaller figure cut than the 10
percent,” Brown said, “but we
need to make sure we have a
healthy contingency balance.”

“This is the most unsure year
I’ve dealt with in all my years
going through this process.”

Right now, everything is
modeling the figures until the
final vote is made.

The numbers are fairly cer-
tain at this point, but before
anything final is decided, the
committee will go back and take
another look at them.

The S&A committee will
be presenting the budget to the
Board of Trustees during their
June meeting.

[
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Dusty Wilson

History Seminar: Fight over pig defined U.S.-Canada border

By KURTIS LOO
Staff Reporter

A pig died and the boundary
line between the U.S. and Cana-
da was settled.

“San Juan Island is remem-
bered for the ‘war’ in which the
only casualty was a pig,” said
Michael Vouri, author of sev-
eral books about the Pig War
and park ranger/historian of San
Juan Island National Historical
Park.

Vouri spoke at Wednesday’s
History Seminar to an audience
of 27 people on “The American
Pig War at 150 years.”

Vouri explained that when
the British and Americans

agreed to the Oregon Treaty in
1846, which divided Oregon
Country and District Columbia
on the 49th parallel, a dispute
occurred over where the terri-
torial lines were drawn for San
Juan Island.

The Oregon Treaty stated
that line was through the middle
channel, but there are two chan-
nels that could be considered the
middle channel — the Haro and
the Rosario — which are on op-
posite sides of San Juan Island.

“As a result, both countries
claimed sovereignty on San
Juan Island,” Vouri said.

Britain’s Hudson’s Bay Co.
used it to raise sheep while
Americans decided to settle

there. Tensions between the
countries intensified after Amer-
ican settler Lyman Cutlar shot a
Hudson’s Bay Co. pig that was
eating his potatoes in 1859,
Vouri said.

The  British  authorities
threatened to arrest Lyman be-
cause he refused to pay the $100
fine, so American settlers asked
the U.S. for military protection,
Vouri said.

To the aid of the American
settlers on San Juan Island came
Capt. George Pickett, famously
known for Pickett’s Charge at
the Battle of Gettysburg, and
66 soldiers to protect them from
British authorities. Lt. Henry
M. Robert, later known for

Robert’s Rules of Order, helped
with the fortifications on San
Juan Island.

The British countered with
three warships under the com-
mand of Geoffery Hornby. The
standoff eventually escalated to
nearly 500 American soldiers
and five British warships carry-
ing more than 2,000 men.

The Governor of Vancouver
Island, James Douglas, who
considered San Juan Island to be
a part of his territory, “was not
about to sit back and be overrun
by the Yanks,” Vouri said.

Governor Douglas wanted
to land British troops on San
Juan Island but Admiral Rob-
ert Baynes suggested that “two

great nations in a war over a
squabble about a pig” was fool-
ish.

The dispute was resolved
when General Winfield Scott
and Governor Douglas both
agreed to have joint military
occupation on San Juan Island,
the British on the north end and
Americans on the south end.
Also, neither side could have
more than 100 troops to protect
their citizens.

Next week’s History Seminar
will be on the “History of HIV”
presented by Highline psychol-
ogy professor Dr. Bob Baugher.
History Seminar meets Wednes-
days at 1:30-2:20 p.m. in Build-
ing 3, room 102.
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Editorial comment

Nurse waitlist is an ill idea

Some occupations require the best of the best.

You wouldn’t want a pilot who had tried really hard in flight
school but just couldn’t get the landing down, anymore than you
would want a nurse who had gotten into a nursing program, not
because of his or her skills, but because he/she was pulled from a
waitlist.

The proposed amendment to the state budget would have re-
quired all community colleges and technical colleges with nursing
programs to work on a new system.

It would have made it so that a student who is qualified and
competent may lose a position in the program to someone who is
on a waitlist.

According to the amendment, which did not pass before the
Legislature, 50 percent of the students admitted into nursing pro-
grams must be from the waitlist.

This amendment has several drawbacks. Highline’s nursing
program is very prestigious and needs to maintain an 84 percent
passing rate on the state license exam in order to keep its accredita-
tion.

Because of this, Highline’s program is very competitive. Each
year 72 students are accepted out of 150 to 200 students. There-
fore, the program demands excellence.

Highline has enough qualified students to fill the slots, so why
would they choose people who aren’t as competent? The answer is
simple. They wouldn’t.

If the waitlist system is ever in place, students that are only
meeting the standard requirements will take up student slots. They
will create a different dynamic in the program.

Students who have a 4.0 will be working and learning alongside
students that have a 2.5. It will be hard for everyone, teachers in-
cluded, to keep the same pace.

Some people might argue that it’s not fair that students who are
meeting the requirements aren’t getting into the program. It is a
good thing that a program that creates future life-savers is picky
and wants the best. It should push students to be better.

Passion alone just won’t cut it. If the bill had passed, it would
have allowed students to be merely mediocre.

Hopefully it will not reappear in the future.
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Swine flu won’t end in regret

After the outbreak of the
swine flu in Mexico, U.S. citi-
zens, government, media and
health officials quickly reacted,
but did we all overreact?

Initially it seemed to me that
the whole thing was blown way
out of proportion. After all, the
regular seasonal flu kills 150
people a day. Why did we get so
carried away about this strain?

First of all, the media was all
over the epidemic and America
slowly watched the numbers
rise. People panicked.

They stocked up on Tami-
flu, bought masks, ran to clinics
and barricaded themselves into
their houses after Vice President
Biden made his thoughtless
comment on public transporta-
tion.

Also, the particular strain,
HI1NI1, is unusual in that it con-
tains four genetic elements: two
swine, one bird and some hu-
man.

I thought it was ridiculous
that Woodmont, a local elemen-
tary school, closed because one
student may have had swine flu.

That school planned to close
down for eight days; however
they reopened on Tuesday along
with the four other schools that
closed last week.

The school closures were in
vain. Children could easily get
sick elsewhere and parents had
to stay home from work. Sim-
ply put, the closures were inef-
ficient, especially because of all
the missed days that previously
occurred due to bad winter
weather.

Now health officials are
saying that the swine flu cases
are mild. As of Tuesday, King
County has 30 probable cases
and seven confirmed cases.
Highline President Jack Ber-
mingham e-mailed a flu update

L b
Katherine Tacke

on Tuesday. Two Highline
students have self-reported flu-
like symptoms and have sought
medical attention.

I think that we overcompen-
sated, but isn’t that better than
the alternative? Why not err on
the side of caution?

Strange diseases that spring
out of nowhere historically tend
to end badly.

Wouldn’t we have rather
been overly cautious when the
levies were built in New Or-
leans? Would it have been an
overreaction to build the levies
a bit taller or to evacuate the
twin towers sooner?

When we look back there are
several cases that result in re-
gret, and this won’t have to be
one.

This mini pandemic may
have prepared us for next fall.
According to health officials,
flu viruses have the capability to
reappear with more aggression.
Now we can be ready with a
vaccine.

While I think that the school
closures, the face masks and the
panic were extreme, the swine
flu has definitely given us some

perspective.

People commonly don’t
take illness as seriously as they
should. People go to school and
work sick all the time.

Now we can be more aware
of how important it is to stay
home while we’re sick and to
wash our hands.

These are simple and obvi-
ous moves that can help prevent
not only the swine flu but many
other diseases and viruses.

If the swine flu had been the
epidemic that it was originally
thought to be, wouldn’t we all
have been relieved when we
were prepared to take it on?

Of course.

Katherine has a healthy re-
gard for the flu.

Write to us

The Thunderword invites let-
ters and guest commentary from
members of the campus com-
munity.

You could write a letter to the
editor to express your opinion
about something happening on
campus, something happening
locally or even something hap-
pening nationally.

Disagree with an opinion
column?

Agree, but think something
was left out?

Write a letter to the editor!

Begin your letter with “Dear
editor:” and then speak your
mind. Tell us your name and
include your relationship with
the college. Are you a student?
Staff? Faculty?

E-mail your submission to:
thunderword@highline.edu.
Please limit your submission to
no more than 400 words.

Please provide contact in-
formation for confirmation pur-
poses.
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1. LITERATURE: Which lit-
erary character grew up at 4
Privet Drive?

2. LANGUAGE: What does
the Greek prefix “pan” mean?

3. SCIENCE: What is
the primary substance that
makes up most of a plant’s
cell walls?

4. AD SLOGANS: What
product’'s sales slogan was:
“Tastes so good, cats ask for
it by name”?

5. MYTHOLOGY: What
does the Greek goddess Iris
personify?

6. ENTERTAINERS: What
was the name of singer Mi-
chael Jackson’s famous Cali-
fornia estate?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM:
What is the adjective used to
describe bees?

8. ANATOMY: What is the
correct medical name of the
shoulder blade?

9. MOVIES: What is a
Close Encounter of the Third
Kind?

10. MUSIC: How many keys
are on a standard piano?
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Arts Calendar

*Central Washington Uni-
versity’s Youth Theater pro-
gram will be bringing it's
Spring one-act play Mama
Tomcat’s Flying School to
Highline on May 26 at 1:30
p.m. in Building 7. Admission
to the performance is free.

*Highline’s Drama Depart-
ment presents its annual
Spring One-Acts, May 20-23,
at 8 p.m. in the Little Theatre
in Building 4. Tickets are
$8 for general admission, $7
for students and are avail-
able at the door.

Performances will include

Last week’s
—— Weekly SUDOKU ——

Answer
2(3|9|5(8|7|1(4|6
5(8|6|3(1|/4]|9(7|2
7(1/4]19(6(2]|8|5(3
8(5|/2|4(3|6|7(1|9
114|7(8|2|9|3|6]|5
9(6|3|1|7|5|4|2]|8
6(9|1|2(4|8|5(3|7
4(7|5|6(9|3|2(8/|1
3/2|8|7(5|1]6(9|4

David Ives’ Degas C’est Moi,
directed by Brenan Grant;
The Rising of the Moon by
Lady Gregory, directed by
Matthew Hopkins; The Ugly
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The Good Doctor
Across
1. Nerd
5. Some wrestlers
10. Deep in thought
14. “ No thanks, __ already”
15. Angry
16. China setting
17. Diner rejects?
20. Gives a pep talk to
21. Ansel of photography
22. Sea bird
23. Cheer starter
25. Feline with a head cover?
33. Pat or Daniel
34. Varnish ingredient
35. “You betcha!”
36. Humorist Bombeck
37. Designer Lauren
39. The Untouchables, e.g.
40. “Wait __ I”
41. Member of the flock
42. Children’s doctor and
hints to 17, 25 and
68 Across
43. 1959 Hitchcock movie
with “by”
47. Yahoo! competitor
48. “Isn’t __ bit like you?”
49. Girder material
53. Popular mulch
58. Pachyderm listens to
a little guy?
61. Met song
62. Bartlett cousins
63. Scorch
64. Macy’s Department
65. Slangy $100 bill
66. Army N.C.O.
Down
. Leslie Caron role
. Bring home the bacon
. Montreal summers
4. Retain
5. Club
6. Like some requests

W N =

Crossword 101

By Ed Canty

8

T ] ) w (1 |1z |13

8. NBA tiebreakers

9. Irish
10. Actress Cheryl

11. Workplace safety org.

12. Thailand, once
13. Woolen caps

18. Heiress, perhaps
19. Humorist Ogden

23. Piece of cake
24,
25.Body

26. Four-bagger
27. Make into law
28. More sick

29. Ms. Lauder
30. Rich soil part

31.“ Give it ”

32. Sawbucks
33. Lima. e.g.

37. Clinton’s attorney

general
38. M.P.’s quarry

Allergic reaction

42. Whacks as a baseball

or a fly

7. Time and Money, briefly 44. Angel’s headwear

45. Caught in

46. Final transport

49. Hoax

50.Raced

51. Leprechauns’ land

52. Touchdown data, briefly
53. Mexican moolah

54. Church service

55. Has debts

56. Chase flies

57. Computer command
59. “The Office” address?
60. Sweetie pie

uotable Quote

Never go to a doctor
whose office plants
have died.

oo o FErma Bombeck

By GFR Associates ¢ » * Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Last week’s crossword solution

FUNNY BUSINESS

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle
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Duckling by A.A. Milne, di-
rected by Jared Stratton; and
Medusa’s Tale by Carol S.
Leshof, directed by Sophia
Villanueva.

«Students in Highline’s
Arts program will be featured
in the library’s May gallery
showing. The show runs

May 1- June 12.

*Gotarts news?
Send your infor-
road-
ams@highline.
edu or call arts
Rochelle
Adams at 206-878-3710, ext.
Campus events will

mation to

editor

3317.

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each

2 7 3|9
7 4 5|8
6|5 1]2
B 9 5|8 1
I 3 9 6 8
L 18 4 7
L
c 4|7 2
o 9 6 3 8
S 6 1 412
B
Y

small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: *

* Moderate * * Challenging
* % % HOO BOY!

®© 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.

get priority, but all items are
Please include

welcome.
contact information.
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Arts

Landgraf makes
dragons, cabbages,
and tiles talk

By ROCHELLE ADAMS
Staff Reporter
Highline instructor Susan

Landgraf’s book of poetry, Oth-
er Voices, is set to be released in
mid-May.

Though Landgraf’s poetry
has been published before in
magazines and journals, this
will be the first full book of po-
etry she’s had published.

She describes the theme of
the book as personification.
Within the works, she gives
a voice to things such as tiles,
cabbages, and dragons.

“I just realized I had a num-
ber of poems where things were
talking,” she said. “It fascinates
me. What would they say? How
would they say it? I have a
kitchen that’s talking. It’s their
voice.”

Landgraf began writing as a
child and contributes it to her
enjoyment in reading.

“What we teach is, if you’re
going to write, you must read,”
Landgraf said. “Certainly for
me, reading prompted this love
of words, this love of story, love
of language, this draw to say-
ing something and having these
images that you could feel and
touch in your head.”

She described her writing
process as round after round of
writing and revision.

“I'm a projectile vomiter,”
Landgraf said. “I throw it all on
the page. Then I need to do a
lot of revision, a lot of erasing,
a lot of trying to figure out what
needs to be there, what doesn’t
need to be there. I tend to write
lots and then cut.”

In the last few years, she has
been going down to the beach to
spend her days writing for long
periods of time.

“This last time I went for 22

Garden festival blooms in

By TIFFANY BELL
Staff Reporter

The second annual Buds and
Blooms Spring Garden Festi-
val comes to Federal Way this
Mother’s Day weekend.

The festival is a tour of five
of Federal Way’s renowned gar-
dens. The festival starts at 10
a.m. and ends at 5 p.m., May
9-10.

The festival’s tour locations
are the Weyerhaeuser Pacific
Rim Bonsai Collection (where
parking is available); Rhodo-
dendron Species Botanical Gar-
den; Powell’s Wood Garden;

Susan Landgraf

days,” Landgrafsaid. “I get into
this mode of just being writer
and I produce a lot, but then of
course [she has] to go back and
redo, revise, rethink.”

Before coming to teach at
Highline, Landgraf was a re-
porter and photographer at the
Valley Publishing Company and
reporter and travel editor at the
Daily Journal-American.

After eight years in that line
of work, she planned to move
on to a bigger publication, but
then learned she would need a
bachelor’s degree.

“I decided to go back to col-
lege and went to the [Univer-
sity of Washington],” she said.
“Over time, I realized I had al-
ready done this, it was wonder-
ful, but things were changing. 1
had an assistantship at the UW
to teach and I decided that’s
what I wanted to do next.”

After working at the Univer-
sity of Washington as a teaching
assistant and at Bellevue Com-
munity College, Landgraf got a
job at Highline in fall of 1988.

The advice she gives to aspir-
ing authors is to “write and write
and don’t be afraid to change it.
You can always go back to what

West Hylebos Wetlands; and
Federal Way’s Farmers Market
(at the Commons in the parking
lot on the Sears side).

A shuttle will begin running
at 10:30 a.m. and stops running
around 5:30 p.m. The shuttles
seat 13 to 15 people each.

The rhododendron garden
and Powell’s Wood Garden each
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Chorale sings along

Rochelle Adams/THUNDERWORD

The Highline Chorale and the Thomas Jefferson High School Choir performed together
on Tuesday, May 5 in Building 7. Laird Thornton conducted the Thomas Jefferson
choir (above). They performed such pieces as And So It Goes, a ballad written by Billy
Joel in 1983 and William Dawson’s Ezekiel Saw De Wheel. Next, the Chorale (lower
right), directed by Dr. Sandra Glover (lower left), sung two pieces from Mozart Solennes
Vespaere, with soloist Amanda Sample, and Amor de mi alma, a piece based on a 16th
Century Spanish poem. The purpose of the joint concert was to share ideas, and promote
each other’s programs. Dr. Glover encouraged the high school students to join Highline’s
Chorale while Thornton advertised the Federal Way Chorale for the aspiring singers at
highline. To join the Chorale, contact Dr. Glover at 206-878-3710, ext. 6170. To audition
for the Federal Way Chorale, call 253-250-3326 or email philwamba@comcast.net

you started. Read, read, read.
Ask questions. Be observant.
You have to observe. You have
to know what’s there before you
can kind of get into what’s not
there. And if you really want
to be a writer, writing is one

thing, publishing is another. ...
If you’re going to publish, that
has to do with luck, has to do
with persevering, with recog-
nizing that all the people who
make decisions about what they
publish have their own mindset

their own way of looking at the
world. Again [it takes] a lot of
luck.”

Other Voices is being pub-
lished by Finishing Line Press
and will be released in the mid-
dle of May.

time for Mother’'s Day weekend

cost $5 but the other locations
(as well as the shuttle) are free.

“The rhododendron garden
has the largest collection of
rhododendrons in the world.
It’s worth seeing,” said Lillian
Yeh, the festival coordinator.
“There are a lot of performanc-
es the kids will like as well
such as a pupeteering / folk
song act; artwork and various
activities.”

This is the last time the Wey-
erhaeuser Pacific Rim Bonsai
Garden will be open to the pub-
lic.

The garden shut down in ear-
ly April of this year. The garden

will only be open for two days
for the festival.

Some special additions to the
festival are: gardening celeb-
rity appearances, such as local
gardening expert Ciscoe Mor-
ris; demonstrations in flower ar-
ranging; special musical perfor-
mances; and a pancake breakfast
at the farmers market on Sunday
morning, where $5 gets you all
you can eat.

Something new this year is
the Passport program.

You go around to the differ-
ent tour locations and get your
garden passport stamped, turn
it in and you are entered in the

raffle for prizes, such as two
tickets on the Amtrak to Port-
land, among others.

Some other fun new things
include the artists in the garden,
who will be at the Rhododen-
dron Garden painting and giv-
ing presentations, a spinning
wool presentation, a wood carv-
ing presentation, music, other
vendors and food.

They will also be taking non-
perishable food donations for
the Federal Way Multi-Service
Center’s food bank at the Wey-
erhaeuser garden, the farmers
market, and Powell’s Wood
Garden.



/

The Thunderword / May 7, 2009

Abdul Hawasli and Mili Mulic at the Portfolio Show last year.

Highline Portfolio

Show returns in June

By ANDREA VASSALLO
Staff Reporter

Highline’s annual Portfolio
Show will be back on Monday,
June 2, lasting for two days.

Students majoring in graph-
ic design, interior design and
drafting will have their work
on display, hoping to attract lo-
cal companies for internships,
jobs and recognition from the
judges. It will be held in the
Student Union in the Mt. Olym-
pus room.

Students have to meet spe-
cific requirements.  Graphic
design is anywhere from visual
communications, print media
and packaging.

Graphic design is whatever
the client is trying to communi-
cate to its customers or consum-
ers. It’s very client driven, said
art director and show participant
Carol Burnham.

“It’s communication with a
purpose,” Burnham said.

Interior design is the layout
of a room or space, while draft-
ing is more the layout of the
building from the outside.

With all of the details still
coming together, show organiz-
ers are still not sure how many
judges there will be.

Students are working ex-
tremely hard to get good scores,
Burnham said.

“There will be prizes award-

Gallery shows
student work

Students from Highline’s Art
program will be featuring their
artwork in the library’s May
gallery showing.

Each month the Library
Gallery displays the work of a
different artist. This month is
different in that the work from
students will be shown.

The exhibit will be showing
from May 1 to June 12 with dif-
ferent artwork in drawing, pho-
tography, digital, painting, pot-
tery and sculpture.

ed for first and second place,”
Burnham said.

The participants in the show
held a bake sale on Tuesday to
raise money for the prizes and
the marketing for the show.

You can see the students
work on both Monday, June 1
and Tuesday, June 2 during the
open house hours from 10 a.m.
to 3 in the afternoon.

Monday night will also be
friends and family night from 5
to 8 p.m. Tuesday night will be
professional’s night from 5 to 8
p.m., said Burnham.

“We’re hoping to attract pro-
fessionals to come and look at
our students work,” Burnham
said.

Alot of planning is going into
that portion of the show. Facul-
ty organizing the show bought a
contact list of all the local com-
panies, in order to drive traffic
to their show.

Proceeds from the bake sale
will also go toward compensat-
ing the cost of the name list,
Burnham said.

COMMUNICATIONS CLASSES!
NEW & IMPROVED FOR FALL

Want to learn more about your relationships?

Want to learn how to work better in groupse PT/15hrs per week Application and mote info
Now you have TWO classes for Fall in Service Center inIssaquah,WA. are availahle on our website:
Communications (formerly Speech) to choose ] .
from to meet your humanities requirements: $ Current student in PR, or related wrerarlocls arg
CMST& 210- Interpersonal Communication (5008) REQ: Prev. exp. w/computers, -
Families, friends, partners, coworkers Stipend §8.55 per hr.
-improve and understand your relationships Tob Number: 2009058
Application review will begin June 5,
CMST& 230- Group Communication (5009) 008,
School, work, home, clubs, church Send complete KCLS application to: K1 NG
- learn about groups by working in groups HR, King County Library System, !
. 960 Newport Way NW, COUNTY|
’ Issaquah, WA 98027 LIBRARY
o 4253693224
Fax: 425-369-3214 SYSTEM

Swampdwellers resurface in Bistro

ve i w®

Rochelle Adams/THUNDRWORD

The afro-beat/hip hop group Swampdwellers performed at the Highline Blend series yester-
day, May 6 in the Student Union. The band includes Marc Fendel, alto saxophone; Kevin
Nortness, trumpet/tenor; Bob Lovelace, vocals, guitar and bass; Ari Zucker, guitar; Joe
Doria, organ; Carloss Tullos, bass; Farko Dosimoy, bass, and Andy Sells, drums. Swamp-
dwellers have released two CDs, Swampdweller and My Favorite Monster. There will be no
Blend Series in the upcoming week. Scheduling is on a week-to-week basis.

Internship to practice & learn skills for
career in Journalism or Public Relations.




8

9

The Thunderword / May 7, 2009

The Thunderword / May 7, 2009

——

ek

ey

Drag queens and kings
vamp it up at Highline’s
2nd annual LGBT event

By MAX DUBBELDAM
Staff Reporter

he music thumps and dance beats fill the room as a
few hundred spectators lie in wait for the spectacle

to unfold.

A woman walks from the side door to the stage.
She has style. She has grace. She’s a lady.
When she takes the stage an energy fills the room and she turns
into a pop diva to entertain the awaiting crowd.
As pretty as she is, and as a graceful as she moves, she’s really a

man.

Drag Queens Lady Chablis, Diamond St. James and Sharon Hus-
bands shared the stage with the Royal Knights: Drag Kings Sir Tony
Whynot, Sir Charlie Menace, Sir Tinker Pink and Sir Austin York.

The Royal Knights is a drag troupe that performs shows around

ABOVE:
Sir Charlie Menace of the Royal Knights belts
out a song.

the Northwest.

“We focus a lot of our
energy in giving back to
the LGBT (Lesbian Gay
Bisexual Transvestite)
community,” said Jenni-
fer Goble, manager of the
Royal Knights.

Divas in the Spotlight,
Highline’s second annual
drag show, was held last
week. According to Gay-
Straight Alliance President

Chris Newcombe, it was bigger than last year’s show, with about 75
more people showing up, making it a total of around 170 people in

attendance.

—e s

~ “It’s one of the best (drag) shows I’ve
ever seen,” Newcombe said.

He added that the show this year was
more professional than the one last year.

“It’s really great that our group is giv-
ing back to Highline,” he added.

Drag is an art of illusion where the
performer dresses up and takes over the
mannerisms of the opposite sex. The
performers said that on average it takes
30 to 45 minutes to get into face.

Most drag performers are not cross-
dressers or transsexuals; they do it pure-
ly for the show.

“It’s a performance; it’s entertain-
ment,” GSA adviser and veteran drag
queen Josh Magallanes said. “It’s not
how they live their lives on a day to day
basis.”

Magallanes added that drag queens
are respected in the LGBT community.

“Some people aren’t so accepting,”

-—_——-q__ P A S

Double Cross

Whynot said. He added that most people
that see the show are interested and want
to know more about it.

Lady Chablis said that sometimes
people who perform in drag have trouble
being in a relationship, but she said that
she knows where to draw the line. She
added that she’s strictly an actor onstage
and that it doesn’t meld into her personal
life.

“I would never be in bed and sleep

with somebody with this on,” she said.

Chablis has a history in theater and it
showed as she was a commanding force
on the stage.

She also helped Newcombe raise mon-
ey for a scholarship fund. The scholar-
ship is to help a student from the LGBT
community go to a university.

Chablis told everybody to hold a dollar
in the air and gave Newcombe a minute
to grab as many as he could. After this

ABOVE: Sir Austin York
pumps up the audience during
a rap number.

RIGHT: The audience re-
sponds to a rousing perfor-
mance by Diamond St. James
as Mary J. Blige.

BACKGROUND: Diamond St.
James struts down the catwalk.

ABOVE:
Diamond St.
James, left, and
Lady Chablis get
into face.

ABOVE: Sir Tony Whynot
clowns around during a
stroll through the audience.

activity, and the money donated by peo-
ple before the show, the GSA club raised
a total of $232.

Diamond St. James rocked out to
high energy songs as she got her freak
on. Meanwhile, Sharon Husbands had a
more posh act as she belted out Celine
Dion tunes and grooved to Lady Gaga’s
Poker Face.

The Drag Kings all had solo acts but
they left the biggest impression with their

Gene Achziger/ THUNDERWORD

group performances.

All of the Royal Knights came onstage
in matching boy band attire and did a
synchronized dance routine to Du Jour’s
Backdoor Lover from the Josie and the
Pussycats soundtrack.

Sir Tony Whynot and Sir Tinker Pink
teamed up to perform Rodney Car-
rington’s Prison Bitch, where Pink stole
many laughs from the audience with his
portrayal of the prison bitch.

ABOVE: Lady Chablis de-wigged during her impersonation of Aretha Frankin.

e S T

“The Prison Bitch song was all im-
prov,” Pink said after the show. He added
that they never choreograph that routine,
it’s all spur of the moment.

For Whynot, the thing he likes most
about drag is that it is like “wearing a
monkey costume and nobody knows it’s
you.”

Pink said that “just being a part of the
family” is the favorite part for him.

“It just feels right,” he said.
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Local parks backed by new state budget

By BRIAN GROVE
Staff Reporter

Saltwater and Dash Point
State Parks have escaped the
axe and will not be mothballed
after the Legislature called for
no closures of Washington state
parks this year.

Washington Governor Chris-
tine Gregoire still has to sign
the bill into law, but the parks
are now expected to stay open.

As many as 32 state parks
were facing closure due to the
$9 billion state budget deficit.

Saltwater State Park is a ma-
rine camping park stretching 88
acres over the Puget Sound with
1,445 feet of saltwater shore-
line.

The park is located just off
of Marine View Drive on 25205
8th Place S., Des Moines

Dash Point State Park is also
a camping park with 398 acres
and 3,301 feet of saltwater
shoreline. The park is located
in Federal Way.

When the Legislature was in
session, they were trying to cre-
ate different budget scenarios.

Typically, the parks receive
$100 million in funding each
year.

This time around, the Legis-
lature was attempting to create
a budget with a $23 million cut.

This plan never had to be put
into play.

Ranger Lynn Pratt, the local

— —

s oy

T

Cody Nguyen/THUNDERWORD

The community will be able to use Dash Point (above) and Saltwater state parks all summer.

area manager at Dash Point, said
this will be great for the parks if
the governor signs the bill.

“We’d be very happy. The
public I’'m sure would be happy
about that too,” he said.

If the parks were closed, util-
ities such as restrooms would be
shut down, but people could still
walk in and use the park.

Also, a minimal care plan
would be put in place so when
the state had enough money to

re-open the park it would not
cost more to fix it up than it had
saved when it was closed.

Many local community
groups advocated for this care
plan and offered to volunteer
with maintenance.

The parks agency says it will
still need to lay off workers and
some have already received lay-
off notices.

The parks public affairs di-
rector, Virginia Painter, says

they are making reductions at
headquarters and pretty much
down to the nubbins as is.

The agency is attempting a
donation program to raise mon-
ey for the parks which includes
a $5 car tab renewal fee to sup-
port state parks. The fee will be
included in your car tab renewal
bill, and the taxpayer is able to
opt out at any time by checking
the box saying they don’t wish
to participate.

If the program does work, it
won’t take effect until Septem-
ber, and won’t make a difference
until November, Painter said.

Painter said they heard more
from people about parks than
just about any other issue, so
they’re being rather aggressive
about the parks funding.

The agency is uncertain
about how much money the new
tab donation will raise, but even
with low participation the out-
look looks bright.

With only 50 percent of mo-
torists participating in the tab
renewal donations, it could to
raise $28 million.

Five state parks still face be-
ing transferred from state to lo-
cal governments. These parks
include, Fay Bainbridge on
Bainbridge Island; Fort Ward
on Bainbridge Island; Osoyoos
Lake near Oroville; Wenberg
on Lake Goodwin in Snohom-
ish County; and Tolmie on
Nisqually beach, a few miles
from Olympia.

Painter said the advantage of
transferring the deeds of these
parks to state and local levels is
cost reduction.

“It costs to run those parks
and they would no longer be our
operation,” she said.

Painter also said smaller
parks like these are usually used
more by the local population, so
this transfer would be appropri-
ate.

Scoreboard

Featuring schools with
spring sports

Men’s baseball
standings

North Division

League/Pct/Season
17-3 .850 28-4
14-6 .700 23-15
14-10 .583 26-16
11-9 .550 19-17
10-10 .500 18-19
4-16 .200 16-25
2-18 .100 13-23

Sk. Val.
Edmonds
Everett
Bellevue
Douglas
Olympic
Shoreline

East Division

League/Pct/Season
Col. Bas. 20-4 .833 38-6
Wen. Val. 14-10 .583 19-17
Walla Wal.11-13.458 22-22
Blue Mt.  11-13 .458 21-22
Treas. Val. 11-13 .458 24-27
Spokane 10-14 .417 18-16
Yak. Valley 10-14 .417 18-23
BigBend 9-15.375 20-22

West Division

League/Pct/Season
Lower Col. 18-1 .947 29-6
Gr. River 13-5 .722 22-10
Tacoma 13-8 .619 19-13
Pierce 11-10 .524 14-20
Grays Har. 4-17 .190 8-32
Centrailia  1-19 .050 2-31

South Division

League/Pct/Season
Mt. Hood 21-3 .875 28-5
Lane 12-10.54522-18
Clackamas 11-12.47819-19
Chemeketa 11-14 .440 20-20
Linn-Benton 7-13 .318 12-19
SW Oregon 7-15 .318 9-20

Women’s softball
standings

North Division

_______1

League/Pct/Season
Bellevue 17-3 .850 25-9
Shoreline 13-5 .722 20-12
Everett 15-7 .682 19-20
Olympic  12-7 .632 19-12

Sk. Valley 5-12 .294 6-21
Peninsula 5-17 .278 5-26
Edmonds 0-14 .000 1-27

East Division

League/Pct/Season
Spokane 20-6 .769 34-9
Wen. Val. 18-6 .750 33-10

Blue Mt.  18-8 .692 25-13
Walla Wal. 17-9 .654 32-16
Col.Basin  11-15.42318-24
Tr. Valley  9-17 .346 14-27

Yak. Valley 8-18.308 15-25

-UA

\
Get results now!

June, July & Aug

—FREE—

Hurry, valid for first 50 new members

Offer expires August 31, 2009

Experience the difference—Call or visit today! www.snapfitness.com

Big Bend 1-23 .042 2-36
West Division

League/Pct/Season
Pierce 14-4 778 20-17
Centralia 15-5 .75016-12
Green River 9-9 .500 9-9
SPS 7-13 .350 6-30
Grays Harbor 3-17 .150 5-29

South Division

League/Pct/Season
Low. Col. 12-2 .857 29-5
Clackamas 9-5 .64318-14
Mt. Hood 8-7 .533 21-9
SW Oregon 7-8 .467 30-11
Chemeketa 4-10 .286 16-19
Clark 3-11 .214 19-21

25246 Pacific Hwy. S.

Softball scores

5/2
Big Bend 4, Tr. Valley 3
Tr. Valley 18, Big Bend 1
Blue Mt. 7, Spokane 2
Spokane 10, Blue Mt. 2
Walla Walla 4, Yak. Valley 3
Walla Walla 7, Yak. Valley 2
Wen. Valley 13, C. Basic 10
C. Basin 13, Wen. Valley 12
Olympic 4, Everett 3
Everett 6, Olympic 3
SW Oregon 3, Mt. Hood 0

5/1
Pierce 9, Grays Harbor 2
Grays Harbor 6, Pierce 3
Centralia 8, S. Puget Sou. 6
Clark 5, Chemeketa 4

____________________1

Kent

253-941-7627

L SMNdP

fast - convenient - affordable

Limit one per household. No cash value. Access card and/or enrollment
fee, other fees and some restrictions may apply. Valid only for local

\Fl TNESS.24.7.,

residents on first visit at participating clubs. © 2009 Snap Fitness, Inc.
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By JAREN LEWIS
Staff Reporter

Despite the swine flu panic,
Highline officials and students
are decidedly calm.

“Swine flu” is the common
name for a new strain of the
influenza A virus HINI; it is
often referred to as “swine flu”
because two of the four strains
that comprise it normally infect
swine.

The new strain was first
found in Mexico, and within
days, hundreds of cases had
been reported.

The virus is currently classi-
fied as a phase 5 pandemic alert
by the World Health Organiza-
tion, which indicates a disease
spreading from human to hu-
man in at least two countries.

The World Health Organiza-
tion classifies potential pandem-
ics on a six-phase scale; the new
HIN1 strain is currently one
phase below the highest pan-
demic rating, which would in-
dicate human-to-human spread-
ing in one country in a different
region.

The Center for Disease Con-
trol has confirmed seven cases
of swine flu in King County, and
has declared 30 more probable
cases.

Five local schools including

Congratulations Highline (C Graduates

Larry Yok

Woodmont and Midway were
closed for a few days, although
all were re-opened Tuesday,
May 5. Two unconfirmed cases
of the flu have been reported on
campus.

Larry Yok, vice president of
administrative services, said
that, if the cases are confirmed
as the new strain of HIN1, “our
intention is to inform the cam-
pus when that occurs.”

However, Yok said there are
“no specific areas of concern.”

“What we’re doing now is
keeping the college informed of
what’s going on,” Yok said.

Yok said the college will
focus on “reminding people to
take the necessary personal hy-
giene measures.”

“There isn’t anything that
needs to be done at this point,”
Yok said.

Yok said hand sanitizer will
be available in areas such as the
library and computer lab; how-
ever, he said, these are offered
“as a convenience.”

“The most effective way of
managing the virus is soap and
water,” Yok said.

Yok mentioned that the col-
lege will host a web site with in-
formation about the flu, which is
now live at http://www.highline.
edu/home/messages/flu.htm.

“That’s probably the best
way for students,” Yok said.

“If we did get a health depart-
ment order to close, we would
use our text alert system,” Yok
said. “This is another good rea-
son for students to register for
the text alert system.”

Students can sign up for text
message alerts of campus emer-
gency news at https://bob.high-
line.edu/hccalerts/.

Students don’t seem very
worried, either.

“I don’t think it’s that big of a
deal,” said student Erika Moen.

“l mean, it’s the flu,” she
said. “If you just take care of
yourself, it’s not deadly.”

“It’s just over-exaggerated,”
said another student. “I’m not
worried about it.”

Stop by the Grad Fair for Fun, Prizes,
Grad Fair May [2th 10:00am-6:30pm Mt. Skokomish Room, 2nd floor

Building 8
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Highline resists swine flu fever Hormone changes can
generate migraines

DEAR DR. DONOHUE:
My daughter, who is 41, has
been getting really bad migraine
headaches just before her peri-
ods. Is it due to menopause? --
V.M.

ANSWER: Her headaches
are not due to menopause. They
come from her menstrual cycle,
and they’re called menstrual
migraines. A migraine sufferer
often can identify things that
give rise to a headache -- foods,
alcohol, physical exertion, too
little sleep, too much sleep, hun-
ger, bright lights and loud noise.
The sudden drop in the female
hormone estrogen that takes
place at the time of a menstrual
period precipitates headaches in
these women.

Your daughter can take med-
icine prior to her anticipated
menstrual period to prevent the
headache. Naprosyn or one of
the many other nonsteroidal
anti-inflammatory drugs, taken
two days before the period be-
gins, often can avert menstrual
migraines. They should be tak-
en for as long as the headache
has lasted in the past.

Another approach is birth-
control pills. The ones that stop
periods for six months to a year
are particularly useful. Sea-

by Paul G. Donohue, M.D.
I
sonale and Lybrel are two such
preparations.

Most migraine sufferers are
aware of the triptan drugs —
medicines that have had a huge
impact on migraine treatment.
Maxalt and Relpax are two of
these drugs. The triptans should
be used as the anti-inflamma-
tory drugs are used — two days
before onset of periods and con-
tinued for the length of the usual
migraine.

The headache booklet de-
scribes the common kinds of
headaches and their treatment.
Readers can order a copy by
writing: Dr. Donohue — No.
901W, Box 536475, Orlando,
FL 32853-6475. Enclose a
check or money order (no cash)
for $4.75 U.S./$6 Canada with
the recipient’s printed name
and address. Please allow four
weeks for delivery.

Pick up your pre-ordered graduation packet: Cap, Gown, Tassel,

Announcements, Invitations.

Class Rings on sale beginning at $149.99

PRIZES every hour, 25% oft All HCC Clothing
and [mprinted Gifts! Diploma Frames 10% off!

It you did not pre-order, Packets will be available for

Sale. There will be plenty of sizes available to purchase
at $30.95.
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Butler Bar
resurrected
in Des Moines

BY LIZ PHILLIPS
Staff Reporter

Butler Bar and Grill in
Des Moines has reopened its
doors after two weeks of being
closed.

Butler Bar and Grill closed
Monday, April 13. The busi-
ness had been late on some of its
bills and was issued an eviction
notice from the landlord, said
owner Mike Colello.

“Right as we were starting to
dial into business we had a little
hiccup,” he said.

Butler was scratching and
clawing like everyone else,
Colello said.

“It was a series of unfortu-
nate circumstances,” he said.
“We had a great staff and I had
a great lawyer to help fight for it
(Butler).”

Colello said that he had no
idea that Butler would ever open
its doors again. He just knew he

Technology
By JON BAKER

Communication skills are an
important trait for all students to
learn in preparation for business
and the workforce.

One of the goals of all stu-
dents at Highline is to gain an
education that will prepare them
for a job in the workforce. Part
of that preparation needs to
include effective communica-
tion skills in the workplace.
Being able to communicate ef-
fectively with management, co-
workers and clients is necessary
to become successful in busi-
ness.

Communication encom-
passes many forms ranging
from verbal dialogue to e-mail
and written correspondence.
Many students do not under-
stand what is expected of them
in verbal dialogue. Effective
verbal communication requires
good listening skills and an
ability to use written and spo-
ken word.

The International Listening
Association says we spend 45
percent of our time listening,
but only 2 percent of the popu-
lation has had any formal edu-
cational experience in listening.
Listening is important at all
levels of activity but becomes
more important as employees
move up in an organization.
Students also need to be aware

was going to fight.

“April 13 started the fight of
my life,” Colello said.

Colello said that it all hap-
pened really fast.

Colello hired an attorney and
after numerous court hearings
was able to re-open Butler, he
said.

Butler Bar and Grill re-
opened its doors on April 30 and
Colello was ecstatic.

“You truly never know what
you have until someone takes it
away from you,” Colello said.

Butler is so named because
the space was originally, Butler
Garage, an auto repair shop, for
many years.

Butler is going to be the same
fun place to hang out as it used
to be, Colello said. There won’t
be any real changes to the res-
taurant.

Butler’s hours have changed
a little. Doors now open at 3:30
p.m. every day and close at 2

a.m.
“Businessreally dictates what
time we close,” Colello said. “If
there are people in there, we’re
not going to close the doors.”

Breakfast on the weekend
has been eliminated but may be
revisited.

“We might also look into
opening at noon on the week-
ends and possibly doing lunches
on Fridays,” Colello said.

Butler is also looking to re-
vamp its menu, Colello said. As

of yet the changes have not been
completely decided upon so the
menu stays as is for now.

Butlers will continue its
weekly trivia nights on Thurs-
days as well as having a weekly
DJ on Saturday nights.

“Butler provides a safe, fun,
upscale environment for people
to get together and just kick it.
This place just has a lot of per-
sonality,” he said.

Butler first opened as a bar
and grill Oct. 19, 2007. Colello

Liz Phillipss THUNDERWORD
Owner of Butler Bar and Grill, Mike Colello, at the bar preparing to open shop.

had been considering the idea of
Butler since 1998 and the idea
was finally fulfilled the day But-
ler opened.

“I have learned so much of
what not to do,” Colello said.
“There are no easy decisions.”

Butler Bar and Grill is locat-
ed at 22341 Marine View Drive
South in Des Moines. For infor-
mation you can also look online
at www.butlerbar.com/ or for
further questions you can call
them at 206-429-3709.

is stealing crucial workforce skills from students

Business
2

of their word choice.

Correct grammar is impor-
tant. Students should develop
an ability to use descriptive,
specific verbs, adverbs and ad-
jectives. Slang should be used
sparingly and carefully, so as
not to confuse listeners. Adding
unneeded words and phrases can
also affect the image a speaker
gives off.

Whether intended or sub-
consciously, adding words
similar to “like” and “um”
into your dialogue reduces
and gives off the message
that you are incompetent.
Written correspondence within
the workplace is also important.

Students almost entirely
rely on computers and technol-
ogy for written communication.
Students have become too reli-
ant on the technology that is
designed to guide us and instead
use it to carry them through
their lives.

Technology is important to

our everyday lives and has be-
come engraved into our culture.
But the misuse of technology
has also led to a less skilled and
uneducated workforce.

Students are no longer re-
quired to know how to spell or
write.

Computers have essentially
taken over the finer aspects in
writing. With one click a stu-
dent can erase all of the spelling
and grammatical errors in their
paper without ever learning why
something is written a certain
way or how to spell a word cor-
rectly.

Students often believe it is
OK in the professional environ-
ment to address an email, Hey
Jack, just because it’s OK to do
that in text messages with their
friends. Sending an email with
exclamation points at the end of
every sentence renders mean-
ingless the fact that the sender
is excited.

Signing an e-mail with your
name and a smiley face is un-
professional and inappropri-
ate in a business environment.
Students begin to believe that
acronyms such as “LOL” and
“BRB” are actual words and
belong in an educated vocabu-
lary. Instead of speaking prop-
erly and annunciating their
words, they have resorted to
slang terms and expressions and
use them in everyday in life.

Students have also lost their
ability to reason.

Having access to everything
has reduced their ability to think
logically. When a student has a
problem they cannot solve, they
don’t attempt to figure out and
solve the problem themselves.
Instead they “hop” on the in-
ternet and find the answer, or
ask others to do the thinking for
them and get back to them.

Technology was designed to
help society become more suc-
cessful, to help it solve prob-
lems and to help it better adapt

and prosper as a society. Instead
of helping people to become
better it has reduced their ability
to communicate effectively and
think on their own.

Students need to be prepar-
ing themselves for careers in the
workplace. Understanding how
to communicate effectively and
appropriately in business, and
actively preparing themselves,
will allow students to further
achieve their goals and aspira-
tions.

Jon Baker is the advertising
manager of the Thunderword

TURN YOUR BUSINESS
DREAMS INTO A REALITY

GetaBusiness Loan

- Hire Employees -Planfor Success
START ZONE s a program at Highline that helps people

start and grow small bustnesses i Southwest King County

Orientation:Thursc]a;;r May 7th,
6p-6:30pm Buﬂding 99, Rm. 132
(held every Ist Thursday)

For more 1
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11_‘11]'&&011. contact
Q

\M)rkshop on "How to Get Customers"
Saturdal\-: May 16th 10:30a- 12:30p,

Building 99, room 132
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$10.00 at the door

START 20NE

Services ate provided at no cost to StartZone members. @ @
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By DIO-JEAN-BAPTISTE
Staff Reporter

Immigrants should be prop-
erly educated on immigration
laws to stay here legally, an im-
migration lawyer and consultant
said here last week.

Alonso Gomez Arce not only
discussed immigration reform
laws, but also spoke of his per-
sonal battles and struggles.

The April 29 immigration
clinic and reform lecture were
co-sponsored by United Latino
Association as part of Unity
Week.

The purpose of the clinic
was to provide insight on the
do’s and don’ts of immigration,
and how to get around the hard
questions often asked of immi-
grants.

Gomez is a Mexican-Amer-
ican immigrant. He graduated
from law school in Guadalajara,
in 1996, where he first practiced
criminal and civil law. In 1999,
Gomez took a position in Seattle
with the Mexican Consulate.

Gomez now works for AMS
law, Mexico-USA, a Seattle law
firm that deals with immigra-
tion.

In gaining his U.S. citizen-
ship, Gomez went through
many of the same difficulties as
his fellow immigrants.

“I was so blessed to get here
with a job, with a work visa,
and all these benefits. But when
you want to jump from that to

the private sector, or move away
from that, I had to face the same
or worst issues as any other im-
migrant had to,” Gomez said.

“Starting with paperwork,
it’s cruel. The rules are so
square, so you have to really go
for it and focus. Also the main
issue for immigrants like me is
sometimes getting the right in-
formation. Knowing what you
can do, and what you shouldn’t
do. Sometimes some ofus don’t
have an opportunity to fix the
situation right away,” he said.

“But if you don’t learn how
to deal with these problems day
to day, and prepare for when the
time comes, that could prevent
you from ever fixing your legal
statues in this country.”

Gomez spoke of a mother be-
ing separated from her children
due to her kids being legally
born in the U.S., while she came
to be here without any docu-
mentation. The mother was sent
back to Mexico and the children
lived with a friend here in the
states. Gomez said that the en-
tire event could have been easi-

ly avoided had the woman exer-
cised her right to not let officers
into her home without a warrant
since the officers weren’t look-
ing for her; they came by just to
ask questions regarding a fam-
ily member she had no contact
with.

Gomez said that it’s through
fear that the government is able
to control immigrants due to im-
migrants’ lack of knowledge.

For the actual process of get-
ting here legally, Gomez ex-
plained that the system is one of
the greatest challenges that an
immigrant faces.

“Paper work, delays, mis-
information, time, and waiting
periods are many of the things
that are hoops an immigrant in-
dividual has to jump through to
become a citizen,” Gomez said.

As Gomez explained the
process to get proper documen-
tation to be here in the U.S. le-
gally the message became clear.
The government has a struc-
ture for immigration that is not
conducive for individuals to be
able to obtain what they need,
Gomez said.

“And even if the right in-
formation is obtained from the
government, the information is
often complicated and hard to
understand even for profession-
als like myself,” Gomez said.

“Unfortunately the press
tends to focus on the negative
stuff; they don’t focus on all the
good that immigrants bring to
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Immigration education is a must

Alonso Gomez Arce

this nation. There’s a big mis-
conception that immigrants are
taking away from Americans.
This is incorrect because almost
every immigrant, under whoev-
er’s name, pays taxes,” Gomez
said.

The lack of proper informa-
tion on both sides of immigra-
tion, Gomez said, is one of many
major problems that everyone
has to deal with.

It’s this lack of adequate
knowledge which leads to mis-
conceptions that at times may
lead immigrants to deportation,
detention centers, as well as
workplace abuse.

Even after an immigrant
passes the proper test to become
a citizen, there is still more pa-
perwork, and a long waiting
process to get the final papers
for full citizenship.

One of the problems that

immigrants face to get docu-
mentation to stay here legally
once here is that the process is
lengthy and expensive, Gomez
said. The U.S. is more than
happy to take your money for
application fees and other paper
work fees, but won’t necessarily
get you any closer to getting pa-
pers to be here legally, and there
are no refunds, Gomez said.

Immigrants come to America
to Dbetter themselves, despite
what some say, Gomez said.

“It is not true that immigrants
raise the crime rates in our na-
tion,” Gomez said.

Gomez said it’s not enough to
be married to become a citizen.
Even if the immigrant marries
a U.S. citizen, the immigrant
would have to leave the coun-
try for 10 years before being al-
lowed to come back in again to
finalize the marriage terms.

Legal residency is different
from citizenship.  Residency
can be taken away by law for
not following U.S. law.

There are approximately 8.6
million known undocumented
illegal immigrants in the U.S.,
he said.

Gomez, like many immi-
grants, plans to return one day
to Mexico to help rebuild the
economy, he said.

For more information or to
get in contact with Gomez you
can reach him at ggomez@
amslaw.net or www.amslaw.net
and by phone, 206-812-3813.

Professors pitch cultural competency for all

By RYAN PETERSON
Staff Reporter

Curriculum  structure and
cultural misunderstandings by
teachers are the main causes
women and people of color
struggle in the community col-
lege system, according to the
key speakers at the Breaking
Down Barriers Panel.

The panel was part of the
12th annual Unity Through Di-
versity Week at Highline last
Thursday.

Lisa Aguilera Lawrenson,
dean of humanities at American
River College in California, and
Marcia Somer, dean of General
Education at Clover Park Tech-
nical College, talked about their
findings and experiences after
researching their own separate
dissertations regarding the sub-
ject.

“The students are not the
problem. The system is the
problem,” said Lawrenson.

In their research they found
that cultural differences often
make it hard to relate to ex-
amples and ideas traditionally
taught in classrooms.

Textbooks are geared toward

American culture and have yet
to be fully diversified.

“I often felt different when I
read,” Lawrenson said, recall-
ing her time in community col-
lege.

To help remedy the situation
they teach Cultural Competency
training, a course designed to
help teachers eliminate these is-

sues from their curriculum.

“Cultural Competency is
training all of us to understand
each other,” Lawrenson said.

The process involves open
discussions of race in front
of audiences and raises tough
questions to help teachers and
others cope with cultural misun-
derstandings.

TRANSFER STUDENTS:

Are you planning to transfer to Washington State University or

Certral Washington University?

Start your planning MOW!

Meet individualky with the Central & WSU advisors at Highline! Find
out about general & major adrmissions requirements, required GPA,

sthalarships, ete.
Bring your questhons!

WsLU

May 13th

Wedneaday, May 13 from gam-3pm

Central Washington Universtiy
Tharsday, May 14 from 108m-2pm

and [4¢h!

To reserve your half howr appt, send an email to
transfer@highline.edu or sign up in the transfer center, bldg &,
upper level. Be sure to state your preferred time slot and major {If

kniam).

Check aut HCC's Transfer Cerer Wb site:
bt peffwnanas. hig hline, edufstusenftransfer

CEMTHAL WA NGTON

URIYEHEITY

WWASHINGTON STATE
G UNIVERSITY.

“There’s a long journey
ahead,” said Somer, the second
of the two speakers. “Text-

books are changing and the
younger generation gives me
hope.”
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The Bible isn’t
anti-homosexual,
scholar says

By TIFFANY BELL
Staff Reporter

Evangelicals have been us-
ing the Bible to wrongly con-
demn homosexuality, a scholar
said here last week.

As a part of Unity through
Diversity Week, Dr. Patrick M.

Chapman’s lecture analyzed
and defended homosexuality in
religion.

Chapman, who has a doc-
torate in anthropology, and is a
gay Christian himself, said he
has dedicated years of his life
to the correlation between evan-
gelical beliefs, the Bible and
homosexuality.

In his lecture he pointed out
the ironies and the issues with
the Bible and how it is interpret-
ed. He said he tries to analyze
stories as they were, according
to their cultural, historical and
literary contexts.

Inspired by a failed attempt
at “reparative therapy” and con-
frontation with the evangelical
church, his recent book, Thou
Shalt Not Love: What Evangeli-

Rings starting at 31

on select Lustrium® styles

cals Really Say to Gays, dissects
homosexuality in Christianity.
Chapman spoke about the
different ways evangelicals
have used to fuel beliefs that
homosexuality is wrong.
Chapman cited what he called
“clobber passages” often used
to condemn gays, including the
story of Sodom and Gomorrah.
He argued that the moral of the
story has been skewed. Instead
of God destroying Sodom and
Gomorrah because of homosex-
uality, he destroyed it because of
lack of hospitality towards the
angels God sent there, he said.
Chapman also cited the
“abomination passages,” places
in the Bible that insinuate that
homosexuality is an abomina-
tion. He pointed out, however,
that the Bible lists a number of
other abominations, including
eating lobster; wearing clothes
made of two fabrics; an Egyp-
tian and a person of the Jewish
faith eating together; and plant-
ing two seeds in a garden.
He said that people should
look at the cultural and histori-

Monika Hammon/THUNDERWORD
Son of Nun brings his hip hop performance and activism lecture to Highline on May 1.

]

cal contexts of the Bible, also
that many of the abominations
were edited out of the Bible by
the church.

He pointed out that there is
no true mention of “homosexu-
ality” being a defined trans-
gression in the Bible until the
1950s.

Then there are the passages
that call homosexuality “un-
natural.”

Chapman said that the Bible
says that it’s unnatural for men
to have long hair, when it ac-
tually (without the man-made
creation of scissors) is natural;
he also said that in a way God
himself is unnatural, that he is a
higher power not of this Earth;
he validated this in saying that

unnatural simply means “out of
the norm” and that these beliefs
deal with more social concern
than moral concerns, and for
this people have to look at the
cultural, historical contexts of
the Bible.

As for other beliefs, such as
homosexuality being a choice,
or it being a disorder brought on
by childhood trauma, Chapman
said there is evidence against
those as well.

Freud theorized that homo-
sexuality is a derivative correlat-
ing to the relationship between
a child’s mother and father, and
that trauma can make them gay.
Chapman said this was disprov-
en with the neurohormonal the-
ory, which is where children’s

Tuesday, May 12th
10:00 a.m. -

balances of different hormones
in the womb stimulate or alter
attraction to a certain gender.

As for those who believe
therapy is the key to changing
someone’s orientation, Chap-
man said that there is a very
clear distinction between orien-
tation and behavior. One comes
naturally and another comes
with social norms and is influ-
enced heavily by surroundings.
Despite arguments for “repara-
tive therapy” as an effective
way to change people, Chap-
man argued that behavior can’t
change orientation.

Chapman said that the “gay
agenda” is simply equality, and
the ability to be “treated like
heterosexuals.”

6:30 p.m.

Highline CC Bldg. 8,

2nd Floor, Skokomish
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continued from page 1

The State Board publications
say officials are working to
implement a notation system on
transcripts that will reflect the
course changes.

Highline officials do not an-
ticipate many problems in tran-
sitioning to the new system for
students.

“For the most part, the [chal-
lenging] work has been com-
pleted,” Bligh said.

The process for revamping
the course numbering system
began with faculty assessing
their courses to decide which
ones qualified for Common
Course Numbering. Next, the
Highline computer system had
to be updated to reflect the
course changes, Bligh said.

Educational Planning and
Advising staff are working
on updated Degree Planning
Sheets, which will be available
in Building 6 and on the Trans-
fer Center’s website, to help stu-
dents’ transition.

Students are aware of the
changes, but most are not
vexed.

“So far, the students I have
encountered in the Advising
Center have some idea that
many of our course numbers
have changed,” said Siew Lai
Lilley, Transfer Center adviser.

“Like anything new, it will
take a little while for students
to get used to Common Course
Numbering. However, 1 don’t
anticipate this being a big chal-
lenge at all.”

Students have mixed opin-
ions about the new course num-
bering.

“For the most part, it’s not
confusing,” Benjamin Fader
said.

“At first, it might confuse
students with getting a degree,”
Josey Roy said. “Once [stu-
dents] get the hang of it, it will
be fine.”

“Yes, it’s confusing,” April
Owens said. “It may be harder
for students to find classes they
want to take.”

However, some changes
might be difficult for a student
to wrap their mind around.

For example, a student taking
Spanish 101 this quarter will be
eligible to take Spanish 122 next
quarter, then Spanish 123. In
the past, a student taking Span-
ish 101 would take Spanish 102
next, then Spanish 103.

In the online quarterly sched-
ule on the website, the item

numbers and course times for
the new common courses are
not listed properly. To see them,
students must look at the printed
quarterly schedule.

In the printed quarterly
schedule, the instructors and
classrooms are missing. To see
them, students must look on the
online schedule.

Highline officials are work-
ing to correct these problems.

Course descriptions have also
changed as a part of Common
Course Numbering implemen-
tation, and departments have
lost many classes they used to
have.

The Writing, Reading and
Literature departments are now
all united under English. In-
troduction to Law, which was
Business 255, is now Political
Science 200.

Many students in History
113: Modern European His-
tory, said they were interested
in taking the course because
of the description. Now that it
is changing to History 118&:
Western Civilization III, stu-
dents might think the course
is about a different subject,
even if course content does not
change.

Despite  these  concerns,
Grays Harbor Community Col-
lege’s associate dean of Student
Services, Nancy DeVerse, said
the school didn’t have any prob-
lem implementing the program,
even as the first school to do so
in Summer 2007.

“Students didn’t really seem
to care,” she said. “We brought
this to student government [and]
they thought it was a great idea.
We didn’t really have any is-
sues.”

Students  transferring  to
Western Washington University
can expect the process to re-
main as smooth as before, with
the agreement between the uni-
versity and community colleges
unaffected by the course chang-
es, an official there said.

“Since the course numbers,
rather than the course con-
tent, has changed, courses will
transfer to Western the same
way they did prior to the imple-
mentation of Common Course
Numbering,” said Jeanne Gaff-
ney, senior assistant director of
Admissions at Western.

“We have added the new
Common Course Numbering
changes to our transfer equiva-
lency database for all commu-
nity and technical colleges who
have completed the process.”

Staff reporters Kandi Carl-
son and Tara Kester contributed
to this story.

Spring College Fair is coming back to Highline

More than 20 colleges and
universities will visit Highline
for the Spring College Fair this
month.

The event will take place
on Wednesday, May 27 from 9
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Mt.
Townsend room in Building

8.

The Spring College Fair will
feature representatives from
both Washington and out-of-
state schools.

It is sponsored by the High-
line Community College Out-
reach Office.
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Apply all of your
qualifying Associate
Degree credits to a
Bachelor’s Degree.

Apply your qualifying associate degree credits and earn

a bachelor’s degree at DeVry University. We offer bachelor’s
degree programs that can lead to rewarding careers in Business,
Information Systems, Healthcare Technology and more.

DeVry \Y/

University

Students who have completed their associate degree can earn We major in careers:

their bachelor’s degree in as few as 1 1/2 years. So think about
completing your education in an accelerated degree program
that’s just right for you. 3600 S. 344th Way

Federal Way, WA 98001

To get started, visit
DeVryCompletion.com/HCC or call 866.215.3847

DeVry University is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central
Association, www.ncahlc.org.

Program availability varies by location.
© 2009 DeVry University. All rights reserved.
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Marine

continued from page 1

McClure’s designated job in
the Marine Corps is a CH-53
Mechanic. CH-53s are among
the largest helicopters in the
United States military.

McClure spent six months
in Pensacola, Fl. learning this
skill before joining his fleet
unit, Marine Medium Helicop-
ter Squadron 163.

McClure then deployed to
Iraq with the 13th Marine Ex-
peditionary Unit on Jan. 9.
They are currently supporting
ground forces in Al Asad, Iraq,
right outside of Fallujah.

Being in support of ground
forces entails flying cargo
around or even going in on
raids with ground forces.

“We even go in with Navy
SEALs and pick up insurgents
that are on a hi pri[ority] target
list,” McClure said.

“Iraq is a completely foreign
environment to me. The weath-
er at night is bone chilling and
during the day it feels like a hot
hair dryer being blasted in your
face. The hottest it’s been so
far is 145 degrees in the sun,”
McClure said.

Danger is everywhere for
McClure and the men in his

" verizon

SAMSUNG

Next to Old Country Buffet
1812 S. 320th St.

T. (253)529-5505

Inside Paldo Market
2200 S.320th St.

T. (253)941-2010

Across from DMV
545-A 156th Ave SE
Federal Way, WA 98003 Bellevue, WA 98007
T. (425)643-3727

Federal Way | Kent

Next to Kyoto Restaurant
8718 S.Tacoma Way #C 8518 S.Tacoma Way #B2 6111 Lakewood TC Blvd. #C

Federal Way, WA 98003 Lakewood, WA 98499 Lakewood, WA 98499 Lakewood, WA 98499

T. (253)584-1300

unit, as the base gets rocketed
and mortared on a regular ba-
sis.

Fallujah is well known for
its insurgent activity, and was
the scene of the murders and
hanging of several civilian
contractors in 2004. That is
why Marine forces went in and
took over the city and have a
permanent base there.

Day to day life for McClure
can get a little monotonous
when he isn’t going out on
raids.

“Go to work at 6 and go
back to the barracks at 7, eat,
work out, call home, and do it
all over again the next day,”
McClure said.

McClureis set to return state-
side Aug. 2; however, there is a
possibility that their tour could
be extended one month.

“I don’t regret joining,” Mc-
Clure said.

“We all miss our families
here and are very homesick;
it just sucks being here some-
times,” McClure said.

“Holidays are the worst—
normally it’s pretty much
along the lines of hey, it’s
Groundhog Day again or it’s
Easter and we’re here, and not
at home,” McClure said. “You
have to make a lot of sacrifices
to do this.”

Sound Technology
by Bang & Olufsen

Samsung Trance™

* 1GB Internal Memory
* 1.3 Megapixel Camera
+ Stereo Bluetooth®

+ VZ NavigatorSM

* SD Memory Slot
(support up to 16GB)

FREE

$265

Retail Price
Mail in rebate
debit card
In-store rebate

-$50
-$215

With new 2yr activation.
Participating stores only.

Blackboard buys Angel

By LIVIU BIRD
Staff Reporter

Highline’s transition to An-
gel Learning will be unaffected
by Blackboard’s acquisition of
the company announced yester-
day, May 6.

Blackboard and Angel are
both course management sys-
tems.

Software from such systems
supplement courses.

Course management systems
provide students electronically
with handouts, assignments,
grades, discussion boards and
other communication tools.

More than 400 classes at
Highline currently use Black-
board, and some classes are ad-
ministered entirely online.

Blackboard, Inc. will acquire
Angel for a combined $95 mil-
lion — $80 million in cash and
$15 million in stock, according
to a press release from Black-
board.

Highline director of instruc-
tional design Marc Lentini said
the acquisition doesn’t change
anything for the school.

“We’re continuing the proj-
ect,” Lentini said.
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In a campus-wide e-mail
sent out yesterday, Lentini said
Highline instructional design
officials will stay updated on the
business, but “we believe we are
moving in the right direction.”

Highline’s  contract  with
Blackboard ends this year, and
Highline officials have elected
to switch to Angel because of
their outstanding record in cus-
tomer service.

A press release from Black-
board, Inc. highlighted Angel’s
good track record with clients.

“Angel’s customer focus has
translated into consistently ex-
cellent experiences for Angel
clients.

“We can learn from their
skill in this area to keep improv-
ing the client support capability

we’re building here at Black-
board,” according to the press
release.

“Blackboard is committed to
bringing together the best ideas,
innovations and practices in e-
learning today,” Michael Cha-
sen, Blackboard’s president and
chief executive officer, said in
the press release.

“Independently [the com-
panies have] each led the way
in many areas of the industry.
Now, we can put the strengths
of Blackboard and Angel to-
gether for the benefit of students
in our effort to create a more
flexible and engaging teaching
and learning platform,” he said.

Angel officials are also en-
thusiastic about the merger.

“Now, as part of Blackboard,
we’re confident that we can,
together, help the combined
client community advance e-
learning and student achieve-
ment,” Christopher Clapp, An-
gel Learning president and chief
executive officer, said in the
press release.

“Together we can leverage
our respective strengths to im-
prove teaching and learning
worldwide.”

el N/
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* Mobile TV Phone

* 2 Megapixel Camera
+ Stereo Bluetooth®

+ VZ NavigatorSM

+ SD Memory Slot
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Retail Price
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In-store rebate
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-$50
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With new 2yr activation.
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