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Weekend Weather

Heavy showers Friday 
and Saturday. Few 
showers on Sunday.

By Brianna Holt
Staff Reporter

Highline student Maureen 
Sumer wanted to get married.  
Instead of meeting a man here 
in the United States, she, by her 
parents’ suggestion, pursued an 
arranged marriage. 

 “I told [my parents] at 18 that 
I wanted an arranged marriage,” 
said Sumer, who is now 20.

 “It was my decision who I 
married, but it was my parent’s 
advice to get married now,” she 
said.

She preferred to find a man 
from Fiji, where she was born, 
rather than from the United 
States.  “Here it’s hard to find 
an Indian guy who wants a re-
lationship, they just want rela-
tions,” she said. 

Additionally, she said she 
finds it hard to trust guys from 
the United States because of 
things in her life that she has 
been through.  Therefore, she 
looked elsewhere for a hus-
band.

As an encouragement in 
choosing the right man, her 
father told her that she would 
know him when she saw him. 

 “My family [in Fiji] looked 
for suitable men for me and sent 
me choices in an envelope full 
of their pictures,” Sumer said.  

Please see Bookstore, page 12

Volleyball in  
three-way tie 
for first/P A9

“[My family] would tell me 
their names after I said I would 
consider them,” she said.  

She eventually learned about 
their family and religious back-
ground if she considered them 
possibilities.

“To me it didn’t seem like an 
arranged marriage because I was 
allowed to choose,” said Sumer.  

To her, it was like Fijian online 
dating, without the online part.

Normally Fijian women do 
not choose their husbands. 

 “Culturally, girls have no 
say -- the parents make the final 
decision, or the man chooses,” 
she said. 

 Sumer was able to make this 
decision because she is in the 

United States and he is in Fiji. 
 If she would have been in 

Fiji she would likely not have 
been able to choose her own 
husband.  Her family would 
have chosen for her.

Sumer made her decision last 

By KANDI CARLSON
Staff Reporter

Highline students are stuck in 
the middle of a battle between 
used book sellers and publish-
ers.

The head of Highline’s book-
store said her staff is trying to 
help students not get burned in 
the crossfire of that battle.

“Used book wholesalers 
started doing a better job and 
started taking textbook dollars 
away from the publisher,” said 
Laura Nole, Highline bookstore 
manager.

Nole has been in the textbook 
business for more than 30 years 
and has witnessed the struggle 
firsthand.  

As the used textbook busi-
ness took off, publishers found 
they were losing money and 
countered by coming out with 

new editions faster and faster, 
said Nole.

These tactics have resulted in 
used books becoming obsolete 
as instructors choose the new 

textbook.  
If an instructor chooses to 

use a new textbook, students are 
not able to sell back the books 
they just used. 

Students are left to either find 
another vendor to purchase their 
book or they are stuck with it 
and unable to return it.

The Bookstore can only buy 
back books they know will be 
used in the upcoming quarter, 
Nole said.

Another weapon publish-
ers use is “bundling,” she said.   
Bundles include the textbook, 
“often-useless information”  and 
an access code that is required 
for the course, Nole said.

The access code can usu-
ally be purchased separately 
but publishers have increased 
the purchase price for those as 
well.

Unfortunately, since the ma-
terials are a bundle they can-
not be returned at the end of 
the quarter, it prevents students 

William Schlepp /THUNDERWORD
A Highline student purchasing an item at the bookstore.

Highline student 
finds arranged 
marriage fits 
her nicely
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Highline Community College pro-
vides equal opportunity in educa-
tion and employment and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disabili-
ty, sex, sexual orientation, marital 
status, creed, religion, or status 
as a veteran of war. Prohibited sex 
discrimination includes sexual ha-
rassment (unwelcome sexual con-
duct of various types).

LEGAL NOTICE

Correction 

Car towed due to too 
many parking tickets 

The driver of a red Mazda 
Protégé called Security at 10:40 
p.m. to report her car was towed.  
Security informed her that her 
car was towed due to excessive 
parking violations.  Her vehicle 
was taken to Pete’s Towing 
Yard.  Students with fines that 
exceed $100 will have their cars 
towed if the fines are not paid 
within one week.

 
Older man lost and 
confused on campus

A male in his early 60s was 
seen stumbling near the Metro 
stop outside Building 29.  He 
could only tell Security his 
name and did not know where 
he was or what day it was.  Se-
curity called 911 and an aid car 
transported him to an area hos-
pital at his request.

Unidentified man 
worries students 

Two Highline drama students 
reported a suspicious person by 
the drama area.  A white male 
wearing blue sweats and a white 
hat was wandering around talk-
ing to himself.  The subject de-
parted shortly before Security 
arrived.

 
Argument leads to 
fist fight before class

An instructor reported to Se-
curity that six females were hav-
ing an argument between class.  
She heard third-hand from a 
student that another student had 
been punched in the face dur-
ing the argument.  No names of 
any subjects were given.  The 
instructor was told to have the 
victim report the incident to Se-
curity.

 
Neighbors are not 
behaving neighborly 

Security was notified by an 
unknown pedestrian of an alter-
cation.  Neighbors in the apart-
ment complex next to Building 
99/ East Parking Lot and Mid-
way Dry Cleaners were arguing 
loudly.  The reporting pedestrian 
feared the argument would soon 
turn physical.  Security notified 
the Kent Police Department of 
the incident. 

--Compiled by Eric
Moehrle

Cody Warf/THUNDERWORD
Students walk through the rain to class on Wednesday while trying to avoid getting soaked. 

•In the Oct. 8 edition of the 
Thunderword, the story “Pool 
could be closed soon” should 
have said  Normandy Park’s 
Proposition 1  will take over 
their entire parks system, plus 
provide a subsidy for the Mount 
Rainier Pool while Des Moines’ 
Proposition 1 will only finance 
and operate  the pool.

Math competition 
for scholarships

The first session of the com-
petitive mathematics exam 
the AMATYC will be held on 
Wednesday, Oct. 28. The test, 
which is referred to as the AM-
ATYC for the American Math-
ematical Association of Two-
Year Colleges, gives students 
the opportunity to compete for 
scholarships based on their abil-
ity in pre-calculus math.  The 
top five students’ scores at each 
college are scored together as 
a team to determine intercolle-
giate standings.  The test is held 
in two sections, once in fall, and 
then again in the spring. 

The test will be held in Build-
ing 7 on Oct. 28 at 2:30.

Pride foundations 
offers scholarships

 Applications are now open 
for scholarships presented by 
the Pride Foundations and the 
Greater Seattle Business Asso-
ciation for LGBTQ (Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and 
Queer) and straight-ally stu-
dents.  One application signs 
students up for consideration 
for 50 different scholarships, 
with awards up to $10,000.  Ap-
plications are due Jan. 31, 2010 
at 5 p.m.  Students interested in 
applying can visit pridefounda-
tionscholar.org.

Winter Quarter full 
ride up for grabs

Full time students who are in-
terested in getting winter tuition 
paid for and have a 3.5 GPA or 
better should apply for the HCC 
Academic Achievement Schol-
arship. The deadline is Nov. 11.  

Students who have already 
received this scholarship are not 
eligible to benefit. 

For more information and 

an application, students can 
contact Laura Manning at 
206-878-3710, ext. 6037.

Discussion group has 
a vision for men

The Inter-Cultural Center 
will host a discussion group just 
for men.  On Thursday, Oct. 15, 
the Men of Vision Discussion 
Group will meet in Building 
6, room 164 from 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m.

The purpose of the group is 
to provide leadership and men-
torship to men as well as foster 
relationships with the campus 
community and the community 
at large. 

Students who have questions 
can contact Ismail Yusuf, Stu-
dent Leader at the Inter-Cultural 
Center at 206-878-3710, ext. 
4350. 

Young professionals 
meet the candidates

South Sound Young Profes-
sionals, an affiliate of the Feder-
al Way Chamber of Commerce, 
will be hosting their monthly 
meeting Thursday, Oct. 15th at 
6 p.m.  

This month’s meeting will be 
a round robin, meet the candi-
dates, political forum at the Pal-
ace Korean BBQ Restaurant lo-
cated at 31525 20th Ave. South, 
in Federal Way.  

All Federal Way contested 
race candidates will be there. 

Award goes to one 
of Highline’s own 

Associate Dean for Student 
Programs Jonathan Brown was 
selected as the 2009 recipient 
of the Lori Rhett Professional 
Award. The Lori Rhett award 
is considered the highest honor 
for someone in the Student Pro-
grams field and who works at a 
Washington state community or 
technical college.

 Brown has been with High-
line in his current position since 
2001. One of the contributing 
factors he believes won him this 
award is his service to not only 
campus based students but to 
state-wide community college 
students. He established two 
training conferences for Wash-
ington student leaders on leg-
islative issues, the Legislative 
Academy in fall and the Student 

Voice academy in spring. 
The Lori Rhett award was 

first handed out in 1997 to a 
person who is recognized for 
their work in the development 
of student leadership skills and 
creativity. 

In a nomination letter, a fac-
ulty member wrote “After many 
years in the student affairs pro-
fession, Jonathan still thinks 
out of every box and identifies 
creative solutions to continue to 
better his department and the in-
stitution he represents.  He is a 
visionary leader.”
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Lawrence returns with new outlook on culture

Get and stay connected with new Wi-Fi options at Highline

By REBECCA BALL
Staff Reporter

 
Living in Egypt for three 

years has brought Kaddee Law-
rence a new view of the world 
and a fresh appreciation for di-
verse cultures.

Lawrence, a biology in-
structor, recently returned from 
Egypt to resume teaching at 
Highline.   Three years ago, in 
August of 2006, she stepped 
out of her boundaries, took a 
leave of absence from Highline 
for three years, and accepted a 
position as visiting professor in 
Cairo, teaching biology and sci-
entific thinking. 

“There were vast differences 
between Cairo and Seattle,” 
Lawrence said.

Lawrence said some of the 
differences are more obvious. 
It is rainy in Seattle and dry in 
Cairo.

It is green in Seattle and 
brown in Cairo and there are 
forests in Seattle but desert in 
Cairo. 

Seattle is a fairly liberal place 
compared to Egypt, she said.  
Egypt did have a certain liberal 
side to it, but it was lower scale 
and a different kind of liberal.   

“Poverty in Egypt is huge,” 
she said.  

Nonetheless, everyone still 
treats each other equally. In 
Egyptian culture there is a belief 
that it is God’s will for a person 
to be poor, but rich tomorrow, 
then that is the way it is, Law-
rence said.

The people from that culture 
have a certain respect for each 
other that is different from Se-
attle.  So much of what they be-
lieve in is life is the will of God, 
she said.  

There are also more subtle 
differences between our cul-
tures. 

 Like the way Egyptians dress 
compared to the way Americans 
dress, Lawrence said.  

For example, Egyptian wom-

en always had their shoulders 
and knees covered.  “The men 
almost always wear pants, they 
don’t wear shorts unless they 
are age 7 or 70, or an American 
tourist,” she said. 

Cairo’s culture is also differ-
ent from Seattle’s in that Egyp-
tians have more social interac-
tion.   If there is a class or place 
Egyptians need to be, they don’t 
rush by people they know to get 
to where they need to be, they 
stop and take the time to see 
how they are doing, Lawrence 
said. Person-to-person contact is 
important in Egyptian culture.

 “America is very efficient 
and fast paced,” versus Egypt 
which is slower and laid backs, 
she said. 

“They take their time,” Law-
rence said.

Lawrence was able to cope 
with the differences in part 
because she didn’t have to go 
alone.  Her husband is a soft-
ware engineer and his work al-
lowed him to live in Egypt with 
Lawrence.  

“Going into a job and having 
my husband with me kept me 
grounded,” she said.  

Despite the differences, when 
Lawrence came home she be-
gan to miss certain things about 
Egypt. 

“I miss the regularities to 
pray,” she said, referring to the 
Muslim religious practice of 
salat, or praying five times a 
day.   

“It set the rhythm to life.”
Lawrence said she could set 

her watch by it and it was the 

one constant thing that never 
changed.  “It became a part of 
my life,” she said. 

She said she missed taking 
her time.  In Egypt, there was 
not as much stress to get certain 
things done.  

“If you didn’t get them done 
it wasn’t a big deal.  I don’t want 
to stress about getting things 
done.  I miss being able to take 
my time to get things done,” 
Lawrence said. 

Lawrence said she feels 
more aware and compassionate 
toward students who are from 
another country, and who are 
experiencing the American cul-
ture. 

“Highline is such a diverse 
place and being in the Egyptian 
culture gave me a much bet-
ter view into students who go 
here,” Lawrence said. 

Highline professor Kaddee Lawrence spent three years teaching 
in Egypt. 

Lawrence said she enjoyed the culture and pace of life she found 
in Egypt. 

By Dylan Feeley
Staff Reporter

Highline’s wireless network 
now provides four options for 
Wi-Fi connections.

 The wireless network also 
covers the majority of the cam-
pus.  These changes were com-
pleted over the summer. 

Last year the only Wi-Fi 
choice was HCC Public, which 
is limited to basic websites such 
as http and https. 

It was also limited in band-
width, and operated from 7 a.m. 
to 11 p.m.  This Wi-Fi connec-
tion is available to anyone on 
campus.  

The wireless coverage on 

campus has been expanded. In 
the past students have had dif-
ficulty getting a connection but 
now “every building has wire-
less access,” said Tim Wrye, 
director of Instructional Com-
puting. This has made most out-
side areas on campus Wi-Fi hot 
spots. 

Since the changes to High-
line’s wireless network, HCC 
Web Portal, HCC Secure Con-
nect and HCC Visitor have been 
added.  

Both HCC Web Portal and 
HCC Secure Connect are rec-
ommended for use by students 
and employees of Highline, 
according to an Instructional 
Computing official.  

The No. 1 choice is HCC 
Secure Connect, making HCC 
Web Portal the second option 
and HCC Public a last resort. 

When connecting to HCC 
Web Portal students will need to 
open a browser and enter their 
Highline login.  Each time a 
wireless device is restarted or 
goes to sleep it must be recon-
nected to the network for inter-
net access.  

This network provides bet-
ter security than HCC Public 
along with more access to web-
sites and is very easy to connect 
with. 

The most advanced wireless 
network is HCC Secure Con-
nect, which has the best secu-

rity, internet accessibility and 
more bandwidth.  Once a wire-
less device is setup for this net-
work it automatically connects 
the device to the internet.  

Students who want this net-
work will need to contact the 

Helpdesk for instructions on 
how to set it up, mentioned 
Wrye.  An myHCC account is 
needed in order to use the HCC 
Secure Connect network. 

The HCC Visitor network is 
for official visitors to the cam-
pus, providing more bandwidth 
and better internet access than 
HCC Public.  

Connecting to this network 
also requires assistance from the 
Helpdesk.  

For any help accessing wire-
less networks or problems with 
the networks, students can visit 
the Technology Helpdesk in 
Building 30, or email the Tech-
nology Helpdesk at helpdesk@
highline.edu.

Tim Wrye
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Voting this time is important, too

Ref. 71 opposition misleading
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Ballots were mailed yesterday, Oct. 14 to all registered voters 
in King County for the general election on Tuesday, Nov. 3, which 
will be done entirely on mail-in ballots.

Although the state governor and U.S. president will not be on 
the ballot this time around, voting in this election is just as impor-
tant, if not more important, than voting in the national elections.

Candidates and initiatives in this election will have a larger im-
pact and their work will be seen by more people in a given area 
than that of the president.

The president will probably enact some widespread reform that 
will be felt all over the nation – hopefully soon, with the health care 
debate that has been raging for months.

However, because of the deliberately slow nature of American 
government, there shouldn’t be too many times while any given 
president is in office that there are drastic changes.

City councilmembers, on the other hand, can affect their dis-
tricts on a daily basis with decisions on funding and resources that 
they can make.

For instance, city governments will ultimately determine how 
many police officers are hired and which potholes are filled.  Se-
attle city government decided in summer 2008 that there will be a 
20-cent fee on any plastic bags provided by grocery stores.

These changes are immediately noticed by all citizens, and are 
why it is important to vote in city and county elections.

Unfortunately, just as with the national elections, voter turnout 
in King County general elections is traditionally poor.

In 2000, at the time of the last US Census, there were 1.7 million 
people living in King County.  Of those, just under 550,000 turned 
out to vote in the 2002 King County general election.

That’s a 32 percent turnout.
Even though that doesn’t account for those that have legitimate 

reasons for not voting, such as criminals who are legally forbidden 
from doing so, it’s still a less than impressive number.

If these people are going to be in charge of our lives for the next 
four years, we should be out in force to decide just who we want in 
that kind of position.

Sometimes, an issue comes 
along that is so hugely mislead-
ing in every way that it takes me 
effort not to just spit at it like an 
angry cat.

Referendum 71 is one of 
those issues.

Earlier this year, the state 
Legislature passed a proposal 
that grants the majority of the 
rights that married couples enjoy 
to seniors and gays in commit-
ted partnerships.  It was signed 
into law by Christine Gregoire.  

I will repeat this for the bene-
fit of anyone who is particularly 
vague on the workings of our 
government: it’s been signed 
into law.

Referendum 71 asks voters 
to kill the law and the rights it 
grants after the fact.

It’s the brainchild of the Pro-
tect Marriage Washington group.  
Protect Marriage believes that, 
despite the fact that the law that 
was passed only establishes that 
registered domestic partnerships 
will have the same legal benefits 
as married couples, it threatens 
the existence of heterosexual 
marriage. 

Protect Marriage points to a 
segment of language within the 
bill which states that, for the 
purposes of interpreting other 
laws conferring benefits onto 
married couples as they would 
apply within domestic partner-
ships, sections featuring gen-
der-specific language will be 
converted into gender-neutral 
language.

Laws, by nature of having 
authority over people, frequent-
ly include a lot of technicalities 
to try to prevent misinterpreta-
tion.

This particular one is neces-
sary, since the bill exists in order 
to give partnership benefits to a 
separate category of relationship 
from marriage that, because it 
is not marriage, includes same-
sex partnerships.  It guarantees 
that domestic partnerships will 
not be denied particular benefits 

Commentary
Nicholas 
McCoy

Dear Editor:
Your photo on page 2 of to-

day’s [Oct. 7] Thunderword 
shows students relaxing in the 
smoking section by Building 
26.

This area is not a designated 
smoking area.  The closest des-
ignated smoking area is on the 
southwest corner of Building 
25.

Admittedly, many students 
choose to smoke in non-desig-
nated areas, but I would hate to 
give the impression that the area 
in your photo is a designated 
smoking area when it is not.

I’m sure in any future public-
ity, the Thunderword can give 
the actual locations of our des-
ignated smoking areas.  It would 
be much appreciated by all of 
the non-smokers on campus.

They can be seen on the cam-
pus map.

– Keith Paton,
division chairman,

Health, Physical Education 
and Education

Letters

due to gender-specific wording 
in other laws.

It does not, in any way, rede-
fine the term of marriage away 
from being between a man and a 
woman. The man-woman thing 
is, in fact, a part of Washington 
state law, and has been a part 
of Washington state law for a 
while.  

The existence of the domestic 
partnership law, more than any-
thing, probably strengthens the 
Defense of Marriage law since it 
reduces the impact of arguments 
that say it should be thrown out 
because it’s discriminatory (it in 
no way actually makes things 
equal, but it still makes the man-
woman law less of a priority for 
gays to dispute.)

So, that’s misleading stupid-
ity No. 1.

Misleading stupidity No. 2 
is that, in case you were won-
dering, a same-sex partnership 
under the law Referendum 71 
does not need to actually be a 
gay partnership. 

It could be two elderly peo-
ple of any gender combination, 
heterosexual or otherwise, with 
or without a sexual or romantic 
interest in each other who live 
together and intend to continue 
to do so.

The most misleading aspect 
of Ref. 71, however, is the way 
it’s presented on the ballot. 

To keep the law already on 
the books, you have to vote YES.  
The ballot says asks whether the 
person voting thinks the law 
should be kept, not if it should 
be gotten rid of.

This might not sound com-
pletely pig-headed if you’re 
only just tuning in. But before 

it got on the ballot, supporting 
Ref. 71 meant you were against 
the domestic partnership law. 
Saying “no” to 71 meant you 
supported the law. The groups 
working to keep the law on the 
books used the phrase “no on 
referendum 71” publicly for a 
significant amount of time.

However, when the petition 
garnered enough signatures 
to make it to a vote, every-
thing was reversed. Those who 
want to preserve the law had to 
switch to “Yes on Referendum 
71.” This means that, to those 
not involved in politics of this 
specific law, the message has 
been mixed.

Weasel tactics like this have 
no place in legitimate politics. 

It’s dishonest, and it makes 
me want to gnaw on things.  

Unlike Ref. 71 Nick is never 
misleading
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Arts Calendar
•Autoharpist Evo Bluestein 

will perform in concert 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 17, at 
d’Aigle Autoharps, 19016 
Des Moines Memorial Drive, 
SeaTac.  Tickets are $15 at 
the door.

•The Waterland Music Se-
ries returns to Des Moines 
with three concerts, begin-
ning Tuesday, Nov. 17 with 
jazz guitarist Michael Pow-
ers.  

Presented by the Des 
Moines Arts Commission, 
Powers plays at 7:30 p.m. 

You can also get the se-
ries price by purchasing any 
six tickets covering the entire 
series.  

Tickets are available at 
the Des Moines Field House, 
1000 S. 220th St., and at the 
door.  

For more informa-
tion, contact Nic Lind, 
Des Moines Park & 
Recreation, 206-870-6527, 
www.desmoineswa.gov

•Got arts news?   Send 
your information to csan-
key@highline.edu or call the 

arts editor, Courtney Sankey, 
at 206-878-3710, ext. 3317.  

Campus events will get 
priority, but all non-campus 
items are welcome.  

Last week’s

          Fruity Concoctions By Pete Canty 

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com 

Quotable Quote 

Crossword 101 

You never know how 
many apples there 
are in a seed. 

• • • Source Unknown 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

Across 
  1. Ace, e.g. 
  5. Up or pay follower 
10. “Pow!” 
13. Jai _____ 
14. Spelunker’s milieux 
15. Petri dish gel 
17. Common bicycle feature 
19. Give up 
20. Entice 
21. Pressed 
23. _____ League 
26. Mourn 
28. Waiting for the operator 
29. October birthstone 
30. Beavers’ home, abbr. 
33. Narrow valleys 
34. Thieves count 
35. Cemetery inits. 
36. Agree 
37. Uncas’s vessel 
38. Tail movements 
39. Singer DiFranco 
40. Famous sidekick 
41. English Poet John 
42. Ryan of film 
43. Noted fashion magazine 
44. Wal-Mart competitor 
45. Trout catcher 
47. Ones on the trail 
48. Force yourself? 
50. Carbonated drink 
51. Equinox mo. 
52. Powerful firecracker 
58. Like a bull 
59. Tennessee athlete 
60. Den 
61. Was ahead 
62. Attempts 
63. Sicilian spewer 

Down 
  1. Subway alternative 
  2. _____ mode 
  3. Did a marathon 
  4. Telephone sound 

  5. Stiff preceder 
  6. It can be open and shut? 
  7. St. crosser 
  8. Open field 
  9. Mechanic’s figure 
10. Strip in a club? 
11. Vietnam War chemical 
12. “You’ve got it _____” 
16. Merlot, e.g. 
18. Cancels 
22. Depend 
23. Messy pileup 
24. Waiting for tickets 
25. Nickname for an eastern 
      city 
26. Not as sane 
27. Stage part 
31. John Hancock, notably 
32. Like Super Bowls III and 
       XLII 
34. Aesop’s tale 
37. Gathers 
38. Not hopeless, as a plan 
40. Rules, for short 
41. Like some papers 

44. Rose parts 
46. Jotted down 
48. Belief 
49. The Last Supper, e.g. 
50. King or hermit 
53. Single, e.g. 
54. LAX info 
55. Horse bit 
56. Hr. division 
57. Bikini piece 

at the Highline Lecture Hall,  
Building 7.  Tickets are $30 
for the entire series, $15 per 
show and $5 for students.  

Puzzles A5

BALL  PARK  SHOUTS 

1. ANATOMY: What is the 
largest bone in the foot?

2. MUSIC: What did the 
title of the song “Pennsylva-
nia 6-5000” refer to?

3. GEOGRAPHY: What is 
the westernmost point in the 
contiguous United States?

4. LITERATURE: How 
many daughters did the king 
have in Shakespeare’s play 
King Lear?

5. HISTORY: Who found-
ed the abolitionist newspaper 
“The North Star”?

6. LANGUAGE: What 
does the Latin phrase “non 
compos mentis” mean?

7. PSYCHOLOGY: Some-
one who suffers from didaska-
leinophobia would have an 

abnormal fear of what?
8. COMICS: What is the 

name of the family dog in the 
Dennis the Menace comic 
panel?

9. SCIENCE: How fast can 
a bolt of lightning travel?

10. TELEVISION: In what 
fictional city does the soap 
opera All My Children take 
place?

Answers
1. The heel bone, or calca-

neus
2. A telephone number
3. Cape Alava, Wash.
4. Three
5. Frederick Douglass
6. Not of sound mind
7. Going to school
8. Ruff
9. Up to 130,000 mph.
10. Pine Valley, Pa.

(c) 2009 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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Basketball not the heart of ‘More Than a Game’

Lions Gate
Above: The “Fab Five” from left to right; Sian Cotton, LeBron James, Dru Joyce III, Romeo Travis, and Willie McGee.  Below: Coach 
Dru leading the team of  St. Vincent - St. Mary’s basketball team in prayer before the national championship game in 2003. 

By Courtney Sankey
Staff Reporter

Newcomer Kristopher Bel-
man, director of the documen-
tary More Than a Game, brings 
more than just basketball to the 
big screen. 

More Than a Game follows 
the lives of five young basket-
ball players and their coach, Dru 
Joyce II, in Akron, Ohio.  

Those five men are Wil-
lie McGee, Dru Joyce III, Sian 
Cotton, Romeo Travis and Le-
Bron James.   James, who went 
on to NBA stardom, however is 
not the key to the story, Coach 
Dru is.

The documentary follows the 
boys on their quest for the Na-
tional Championship and every-
thing that happens in between.  
Belman started filming the boys 
in their junior and senior year 
from 2002 to 2003.

The most important thing to 
take into this movie is it’s not 
about James.  It is about the 
brotherhood and family that 
these men create together from 
their early years all the way up 
to today.

“These were the six most 
compelling individuals I had 
ever met,” Belman said in an 
interview in Seattle last week.  
“This was about all of them, to-
gether.  I wanted to tell a story 
about friendship.”  

Belman, who was born and 
raised in Akron, was attending 
Loyola Marymount University 
when he was assigned the task 
of creating a documentary for 
class.

In his junior year at the uni-
versity, Belman was given the 
task of creating a 10-minute 
documentary.  Belman decided 
that he was going to go back 
home to try to capture a broth-
erhood of four friends that were 
inspiring a community and each 
other.   

Despite the fact that the en-
tire media world was going af-
ter James even though James 
was still in high school, Belman 
fought the odds and trusted that 

everything would be fine and 
sought a meeting with the fa-
mous five - some.

“I always approach things as 
if they are going to work out,” 
Belman said.  “I just kind of be-
lieved that I would be able to do 
this, even though a lot of people 
didn’t.  I felt like I could do this 
because my story was so differ-
ent.  Everyone else was going 
after LeBron and I was more in-
terested in the friendships.”

The fact that Belman was still 
in college and wasn’t a journal-
ist worked to his advantage.  Af-
ter three weeks of trying to get 
an interview with the team, he 
got a call saying he had a meet-
ing with Coach Dru.  

He went into Coach Dru’s 
office and the first thing out of 
Dru’s mouth was how LeBron 
just denied 60 Minutes and The 
David Letterman Show inter-
views.  His reply, “It’s not about 

LeBron.” 
That got Coach Dru’s atten-

tion and they sat down and talk-
ed about his idea for his docu-
mentary and asked if he could 
come and sit in on a practice to 
film the young men. 

Coach Dru told him that prac-
tice the next day started at 7:30 
a.m.  He went and was able to 
get footage of these young men 
building momentum on and off 
the court.

After practice, Belman was 
looking over his footage and 
overheard Coach Dru telling his 
team about practice the next day.  
He decided to be there when the 
team got there.

“They never gave me the 
green light,” Belman said.  “But 
they never gave me the red.”

He kept showing up and no 
one told him to leave.  He even-
tually became an unofficial team 
member, known to the guys sim-
ply as Camera Man.  He started 
traveling with the team, staying 
in the same hotel and started to 
blend in as one of the guys.  

“It is a documentarian’s 

dream to become invisible,” 
Belman said, “allowing the sub-
jects to act like themselves in 
front of the camera.”

The movie took more than 
six years for Belman to com-
plete.  He met with producer 
after producer, but no one was 
willing to go for the type of sto-
ry he wanted.  They wanted him 
to lose the other five characters 
and do the documentary solely 
about James.

Finally music producer Har-
vey Mason Jr. stepped up to the 
line.  

“He [Belman] had this amaz-
ing footage and an idea for a 
story that really struck a chord 
with me,” Mason said.  “At the 
heart of the film is their friend-
ship, and what these guys sacri-
ficed for each other.”     

Each individual character 
was able to have his story told 
throughout the film.  Each got 
his own amount of screen time 
to explain their personal strug-
gles with family, basketball, or 
even each other, and then to talk 
about how Coach Dru and the 

rest of their teammates helped 
pull them back up.

Consequently, the central 
character of the story is not 
James, but Coach Dru.  It is ap-
parent that all the boys on that 
team looked to Dru as their male 
role model and it also shows that 
Coach Dru loved those boys like 
they were his own sons.

The documentary is a well 
told story that offers an insight 
to the five boys that turned into 
men during the course of their 
decade long friendship, with 
Coach Dru helping them along 
the way.  

The time line at times can be 
a bit confusing, jumping from 
one high school year to another, 
then back again.  That being 
said it is the only downfall to 
this movie.

Each character is well devel-
oped and you get to see them 
completely as themselves, not 
acting for the camera.  Even if 
you are not a sports fan you will 
find something or someone that 
you can relate to in this film.  

All the amazing basketball 
sequences will please any sports 
fan and impress anyone who 
isn’t, especially when 5’2” Dru 
Joyce III made seven 3-pointers 
in a row, within the time span of 
10 minutes. 

But with all of the fancy 
graphics and intense, fast-
paced basketball drama, it is the 
friendship that the men forged 
together and the sacrifices that 
they had to make for each other 
and the team that makes this 
film worth seeing.  

More Than a Game will open 
nationwide on Friday, Oct. 16.

Lions Gate
Director Kristopher Belman (left) and LeBron James (right) talk-
ing during filming of More Than a Game. 
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By Ambrosio Agustin
Staff Reporter

Same-sex couples and elder-
ly domestic partners may soon 
be granted the same rights and 
protections enjoyed by married 
couples if Referendum 71 is ap-
proved by voters next month.

If approved, Referendum 71, 
would as it appears on the ballot, 
“expand the rights, responsibili-
ties, and obligations accorded 
state-registered same-sex and 
senior domestic partners to be 
equivalent to those of married 
spouses, except that a domestic 
partnership is not a marriage.”

The ballot measure comes af-
ter Governor Christine Gregoire 
approved the “everything but 
marriage” law, senate bill 5688, 
in May. 

After extensive petitioning, 
Protect Marriage Washington, 

who runs the opposition cam-
paign, successfully gathered 
enough signatures to force the 
bill to a public vote. Hence, 
Referendum 71 was born.

Protect Marriage Washing-
ton, did not respond to requests 
for an interview.

Their website bears an image 
of a campaign sign that reads, 
“Marriage = One Man, One 
Woman,” and talking points that 
include speculation that K-12 
public schools will “likely be 
forced to teach that same-sex 
marriages and homosexuality 

are perfectly normal.”
The bill in its full text clearly 

states that, “a domestic partner-
ship is not a marriage” and no-
where in the bill is there mention 
of any education legislation.

Sue Evans, Approve 71 
spokesperson, declined to com-
ment on the subject of gay mar-
riage, instead focusing on the 
bill itself. 

“It’s about ensuring that all 
families are protected under the 
law,” she said.

Washington voters will de-
cide whether to approve this 
bill, which would afford same-
sex couples and domestic part-
ners over the age of 62 the right 
to take leave from work to care 
for a sick member of their fam-
ily. 

The referendum will also 
give death benefits to the part-
ners of police and firefighters 

killed in the line of duty, the 
right to retain Social Security 
benefits and private pensions, as 
well as victims’ right to work-
ers compensation benefits if a 
partner is killed in the course of 
employment.

The statement against the 
bill, which is available on the 
Secretary of State’s website, 
http://wei.secstate.gov/, argues 
that Washington cannot afford 
the $4 million price tag.

“It will mean another mas-
sive expansion of government 
and Washingtonian taxpayers 
will be stuck with a multi-mil-
lion dollar bill,” the statement 
reads.

Evans said that the benefits 
extended to same-sex couples 
and senior domestic partners 
would be paid for by the work-
ers themselves, benefits that 
they are already footing the bill 

on.
“Those benefits in that fiscal 

note reflect the benefits earned 
by the people generating them,” 
she said. 

“In other words, if I’m a 
state worker or a firefighter, and 
I have to pay out those death 
benefits, those are benefits that 
belong to the workers that gen-
erated them.”

Evans said that the bill is 
about benefits and protections, 
which include health insurance, 
social security and unpaid wag-
es. 

 If passed, it would grant 
same-sex couples, senior do-
mestic partners as well as mar-
ried heterosexual couples equal 
protection under law.

“All workers and all fami-
lies,” she said, “should have 
access to the benefits that they 
generate.”

Eyman pushes another tax cut with I-1033

Referendum puts domestic partner law to the test

By Liviu Bird
Staff Reporter

Washington Initiative 1033 
would reduce taxes, said its au-
thor, but opponents are worried 
it would cause a money crunch 
that would make higher educa-
tion even more expensive.

I-1033 would limit the 
amount of money city, county 
and state governments could re-
ceive, according to a description 
prepared by Secretary of State 

Sam Reed’s office.
This limit would be adjusted 

annually, based on inflation and 
population and would not in-
clude any spending that is ap-

proved by voters.
“Our goal is to stop state, 

county and city politicians from 
raising taxes or fees of any kind 
without voter approval,” Tim 
Eyman, co-author of the initia-
tive, said.

Eyman cited three major rea-
sons the initiative would help 
the state: it would ensure city, 
county and state budgets be-
come more sustainable; it would 
prevent the increase of taxes in 
the current recession; and man-
date that any surplus of state 
revenue would go toward reduc-
ing the state’s property tax.

“Raising taxes in the middle 
of the recession will only make 
the recession last longer,” he 
said.

Because of the recession 
and the difficulty for citizens to 
make ends meet in more desper-
ate times, Eyman said the initia-
tive is well-timed.

“In my 12 years of doing 
initiatives, I’ve never seen one 
that better fits the times than this 
one,” he said.  

“It seems like voters are 
looking for some control on the 
government.”

Scott Whiteaker, communi-
cations director for the No on 
I-1033 Committee, had a differ-
ent perspective.

“When people understand the 
damage that the initiative would 
do, they will vote no,” he said.

Whiteaker went on to explain 
how higher education would be 
impacted negatively if the ini-
tiative succeeds.

“It would cause more crowd-
ed classrooms, higher tuition 
and less teachers in schools,” he 
said.

Whiteaker cited the Colo-
rado Taxpayer Bill of Rights 
(TABOR) Act of 1992 as a rea-
son for citizens to vote no on 
I-1033.

“We know I-1033 is a proven 
failure,” he said.

In Colorado, the TABOR Act 
allows only a certain amount of 
revenue, and therefore, there is a 
restricted amount of money that 
can be given to any government 

concern.  Since the TABOR 
Act was passed, Colorado has 
dropped to 47th in the nation in 
higher education funding.

The No on I-1033 Commit-
tee has tried to warn voters of 
a similar result in Washington 
if I-1033 passes.  Nonetheless, 
he said it will be a difficult cam-
paign.

The polls agree.  A Rasmus-
sen Poll conducted on Sept. 22, 
polling 500 voters in Washing-
ton, saw I-1033 passing by a 61 
percent to 31 percent margin 
with 8 percent undecided.

A KING-5 News/SurveyUSA 
poll on Oct. 6 polling 548 vot-
ers also found I-1033 passing, 
but only by a 45 percent to 32 
percent margin, with 22 percent 
undecided.

In the two-week gap between 
the two polls, 16 percent less 
people said they would vote for 
the initiative, while 1 percent 
more of those responding said 
they would vote against it.

However, for now, the polls 
still have I-1033 passing.

“In my 12 years 
of doing initia-
tives, I’ve never 
seen one that bet-
ter fits the times 
than this one.”

—Tim Eyman

Kent City Council candidates cite their experience
By Ambrosio Agustin

Staff Reporter

Kent City Council Positions 
2, 4 and 6 are on the ballot this 
election cycle and only the latter 
two races are contested.

When Kent voters mail their 
ballots in on Nov. 3, the elected 
members will have a hand in en-
acting city laws, and in manag-
ing resources for Kent’s public 
services and programs.

Those seated on the seven-
member council are elected to 
staggered four-year terms.

Jamie Danielson, who holds 
Position 2, is unopposed.   She 
was appointed to her seat fol-
lowing the death of Councilman 
Bob O’Brien 
in 2008.

Dennis R. 
Higgins is 
running for 
Position 4 on 
Kent’s City 
C o u n c i l .  
Higgins is 
the client ser-
vices manager for King County 
Geographic Information System 

Center, an agency that compiles 
aerial photographs and other 
geographic information within 
King County.

Higgins has never run for 
or held public office, but was a 
finalist in the consideration for 
Position 2 before Danielson’s 
appointment to the seat.

“I believe my experience in 
information technology man-
agement, and my long record 
of community volunteer work,” 
he said, “along with having a 
young family and being a com-
muter, give me a unique per-

spective that would add greatly 
to the Kent City Council’s de-
liberations.”

As the threat of flooding 
from the Green River looms 
near, Higgins said that his work 

with the King County GIS cen-
ter makes him well suited for 
the council seat.

Please see Kent, page B3

Higgins
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By AMBROSIO AGUSTIN 
Staff Reporter

Where there used to be a 
sports field, Kent’s ShoWare 
Center stands a vast expanse of 
concrete, steel and glass.  

The facility, which opened 
in 2009, remains a point of con-
tention between two candidates 
who hope to be elected to the 
mayoral office on Nov. 3.

Jim Berrios, who hopes to 
take the office of mayor of 
Kent, maintains that as of July, 
the city’s venue is operating at 
a $369,000 loss.  His opponent, 
Suzette Cooke, says that, “Sho-
Ware Center, in its first year of 
operation, during this recession-
ary time, will either break even 
or make money.” 

Cooke, who has held office 
since her election in 2005, has 
a political career that stretches 
back 34 years, and through four 
cities: Kent, Burien, Seattle and 
Bellingham.   She was elected 
three terms to the Washington 
state House of Representatives, 
and among other numerous po-
sitions, served Kent for 11 years 

Mayor candidates argue over city finances

as executive director of the Kent 
Chamber of Commerce.  

City spending is at the top of 
the issues for the mayoral race, 
and both candidates recognize 
that the city’s budget is yet an-
other victim of the recession.

They agree that tax revenues 
are down, and that as a result, 
changes in the budget need to 
be made.  

In March, under Cooke’s ad-

ministration, union-represented 
city workers voted to accept 
five-and six-day furloughs 
and reductions in benefits that 
amount to about $1.3 million 
in order to save 20 of their col-
leagues from being laid off.  

So far this year, major layoffs 
have been avoided. Municipal 
court, law, fire and police de-
partments were declared pro-
tected from cuts, a point empha-
sized by Cooke in her State of 
the City address this year.   

“For the first time in Kent’s 
history,” Cooke said, “our po-
lice and fire departments are ful-
ly staffed. In spite of the city’s 
economic situation, I can assure 
you I’ll do everything I can to 
see this remains the case.”  

Indeed, Cooke has increased 
police spending, hired a new 
police chief, and introduced 
new public safety programs that 
she says includes police “work-
ing directly with residents, busi-
nesses and apartment managers 
to prevent crime and to better 

report suspicious activity.” 
 “Crime has gone down dra-

matically in Kent,” Cooke says. 
Berrios agrees with the bud-

get protections.  Berrios, who is 
currently president of the Kent 
School Board, has been a Kent 
resident for the past 16 years and 
is the owner of Kent’s Golden 
Steer restaurant. He is a former 
vice president of operations for 
Denny’s Corporation and at one 
point during his career was re-
sponsible for a half-billion dol-
lar budget, and 20,000 employ-
ees. 

“I think that its a good move,” 
he says, “you really need to pro-
tect public safety.”  But extend-
ing protections to those depart-
ments place a lot of pressure 
on the remaining city positions, 
Public works and Parks depart-
ments chief among them, he 
said.  

As of July 31, 2009, the city’s 
general fund budget reflects a 
negative balance of $1.7 million 
dollars, albeit before tax collec-
tion. 

 “My concern with this bud-
get,” Berrios says, “is what’s go-

“For the first time 
in Kent’s history, 
our police and fire 
departments are 
fully staffed.”

—Suzette Cooke,
Kent mayor

ing to happen for 2010.  It’s go-
ing to be a train wreck.  You’re 
going to have to do so many cuts 
that its going to jeopardize the 
quality of service that the city 
provides to its community.” 

According to Berrios, the 
city has been navigating the re-
cession, attempting to mitigate 
cuts and layoffs for a long time. 
But he says that staving off ma-
jor cuts now will lead to more 
damaging results. 

“When they saw the trend, 
they should have laid off some 
people,” Barrios says, “because 
the longer they wait, the more 
people they’re going to have to 
lay off.”  

Berrios says that he is pre-
pared to make those cuts, work-
ing directly with city depart-
ment heads, and making those 
cuts where necessary. He wants 
to “make sure that, you know, 
we’re making the best decision 
and yet providing the best pos-
sible service given those cir-
cumstances.” 

On Nov. 3, Kent voters will 
decide who will hold the may-
oral office. 

“My concern 
with this bud-
get is what’s go-
ing to happen for 
2010.  It’s going to 
be a train wreck.”

—Jim Berrios,
mayoral candidate

The finances of Kent’s Showare Center are an issue in the Kent 
mayor’s race.

“I have recently been working 
long hours conducting analyses 
and compiling information re-
garding the potential flooding,” 
Higgins said. “I have many years 
of emergency preparedness and 
management experience that I 
believe will be valuable once on 
the City Council.”

Experience, Higgins said, 
is what Kent needs.   The city’s 
budget is on all candidates’ 
agendas, and in the short term, 
Higgins says that “we are unfor-
tunately faced with postponing 
and cutting programs.”

At the King County GIS cen-
ter, Higgins manages a million-
dollar budget, experience that 
he said will help him “lead a 
process that is fair and respon-
sible.”

Dana Ralph is running against 
Higgins for Position 4.

Ralph has never held an 
elected office, but serves the 

continued from page B2
Kent

appointed positions of both the 
chairwoman of the Land Use and 
Planning Board and president of 

the Kent 
Arts Com-
mission.

R a l p h 
said that 
her “ex-
p e r i e n c e 
and proven 
dedication” 
to the city 
make her 

the best candidate for the posi-
tion.

“I have volunteered at the 
city level for over six years 
now,” Ralph said.   “This pro-
vides me with insight and direct 
knowledge of the issues facing 

the City of Kent.”
And of those issues, Ralph 

sees Kent’s budget as the big-
gest challenge.

She said that she is “prepared 
to give a fresh set of eyes to the 
process,” and is “willing to take 
a hard look at current spend-
ing and evaluate existing pro-
grams.”

She said that Kent, like many 
other cities, has fallen on hard 
times.

“We also need to work to 
jump start the economy in our 
City,” she said.   “This can be 
done by attracting new business 
and develop-
ment.”

Kent City 
Council Po-
sition 6 is 
also con-
tested, with 
i n c u m b e n t 
E l i z a b e t h 
A l b e r t s o n 
opposed by 
Geoff Koepp for the seat.

Neither Albertson nor Koepp 

responded to requests for an in-
terview.

Elizabeth Albertson has held 
Position 6 on the city council 
since 2005 and is running to re-
tain her seat.  She is the execu-
tive director of Communities in 
Schools of Kent.

During her term, Albertson 
has served on the Parks and Hu-
man Services Committee, and 
among serving on other vari-
ous boards and committees, is 
the council representative to the 
city’s Weed and Seed initiative.

The program administered by 
Kent Police aims to curtail drug 
abuse, violent crime and gang 
activity in the city, and “seed” 
the area with treatment centers 
and neighborhood restoration 
programs.

However in August, Alb-
ertson was removed from the 
Planning and Economic Devel-
opment Committee by Council 
President Debbie Raplee, citing 
time commitment issues.

In a Kent Reporter article in 
August, Albertson said that she 

has two family members living 
with cancer. She said that it has 
taken up a lot of her time.

Geoff Koepp, who works as 
a financial planner in Bellevue, 
hopes to unseat the incumbent 
Albertson.

On the 
King County 
E l e c t i o n s 
website, http://
k ingcounty.
gov/elections, 
Koepp’s state-
ment reads, 
“Geoff has 

dedication and follow-through.  
He will attend council meetings 
and fulfill his commitment to 
participate.”

On Koepp’s Facebook page, 
he stressed his focus on adjust-
ing city spending.

“My fear is that if spending 
isn’t prioritized that we will see 
tax increases instead,” he wrote.  
“My goal would be to look at 
everything the city is doing from 
the perspective of 2009-10 not 
through the eyes of 2007-8.”

Ralph

Albertson

Koepp
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By Andrew Simpson
Staff Reporter

Des Moines residents will 
have a chance to vote on who 
holds City Council positions 1, 
3, and 7 in this year’s election.   

Matt Pina and Anne Farm-
er are both seeking Position 
1. Incumbent 
Councilwoman 
Carmen Scott is 
being challenged 
by Melissa Pon-
der for Position 
3.  Incumbents 
Susan White and 
Dave Kaplan are 
facing off for Po-
sition 7.  New-
comer Melissa 
Musser is unop-
posed for Posi-
tion 5. 

This will be 
Pina’s first time 
running for council, after serv-
ing two terms on the Highline 
School Board.

“ I ’ v e 
worked at 
all sorts of 
levels with 
c i t i z e n s , 
k e e p i n g 
the interest 
of the city 
at mind. I 
know how 
to make 
p a r t n e r -
ships,” Pina 
said.

P i n a 
would like 
to help 
solve the economic shortcom-
ings of the city of Des Moines. 
City government continues to 
face a shortage of tax revenues, 
as Des Moines has a very small 
tax base for a city its size.

Pina said he will put his 
bachelor of science in business 
administration to use by helping 
to strengthen businesses in the 
downtown area.  

Pina said he plans on resolv-
ing the problem by smart spend-
ing.

“The first thing we need to do 
in this financially challenging 
time is watch the checkbook.  
We need to watch and make 
sure the city is spending money 
wisely,” Pina said.

Pina is a 
manager for 
Alaskan Air-
lines informa-
tion technol-
ogy quality 
assurance. 

“The one 
thing I would 
like people to 
know is that I 
want to bring 
my business, 
finance, tech-
nology and 
government 
exper iences 
to the Des 

Moines City Council,” he said.
Farmer did not respond to re-

quests for an interview.
However, Farmer said on 

her campaign website that she 
wants to market and promote 
the city for potential businesses 
and visitors, reduce frivolous 
spending and improve the safety 
of the community by increasing 
the presence of police officers.

Farmer said that “the current 
council is inefficient and des-
perately needs new ideas.”

With her master’s degree in 
business administration, Farmer 
said she would like to run “Des 
Moines as a city rather than a 
charity.” 

Competing for Council Posi-
tion 3 are incumbent Scott and 
newcomer Ponder. 

Scott is seeking a third term 
on the City Council. 

After working as a real estate 
agent for 30 years, Scott said she 
now spends a great deal of time 
dedicated to her community. 

Scott said many obstacles are 
keeping downtown Des Moines 
from economic prosperity. 

“We need new conditions for 
businesses to not only survive, 
but succeed. We need to over-
come some existing problems 
for this to happen,” Scott said. 

Scott said she works person-
ally for the benefit of the com-
munity.  For example, she helped 
create a calendar to raise money 
for the Des Moines Legacy 
Foundation (a group that raises 
money for youth and senior citi-
zen programs.) Scott was also 
involved in the opening of the 
Redondo police substation.

Scott said she likes to listen 
to members of the community.

Every Saturday when it’s not 
raining, Scott said she mans a 
booth at the Farmers Market. 

She is there to lis-
ten to the voices 
and opinions of the 
public. 

“I want to un-
derstand what the 
community is think-
ing and needs,” she 
said.

Ponder also said 
she wants to listen 
to the citizens.

She is currently 
finishing up her sec-
ond term with the 
King County Civil 
Rights Commission.  

Ponder graduated from The Ev-
ergreen State College with a 
bachelor ’s 
degree in 
liberal arts. 

In the 
past, a lot 
of her work 
was focused 
on educa-
tion, she 
said. 

Currently 
she is a pro-
gram coordi-
nator for the 
Seattle and 
King Coun-
ty Reach 
Coa l i t i on , 
which helps reduce diabetes 
health disparities experienced 
by communities of color.

Ponder said the council must 
be more creative.  Connecting 
with those living in the city of 
Des Moines is part of her main 
focus.

“When we talk about the fu-
ture of Des Moines, it’s critical 
that we get the community’s in-
put,” Ponder said. 

Currently, there is no real 
genuine outreach to the citizen, 
she said.  

Having lived in the commu-
nity for 18 years, Ponder said 
that she has the experience and 
character it takes to represent 
the citizens of Des Moines.

Pursuing Council Position 
7 are incumbents Dave Kaplan 
and Susan White. Kaplan previ-
ously occupied Council Position 
5, but opted at last minute to run 
for Position 7. 

The unexpected change an-
gered White.

“I think it was a real wimpy 
thing for Dave to change seats 
at the last minute and I have no 
respect for him for doing that,” 
White said. 

White remains optimistic 
about the future of Des Moines 

“History is made by those 
who feed the future,” she said. 

In the past, White studied 
business and marketing at a ju-
nior college in Colorado. 

White is now retired after 
working as a real estate agent 
for 10 years. She has been on 
the council for eight years, and 
is running for her third term. 
If elected, White says that she 

Des Moines candidates promise improvements

Anne Farmer

would like to connect Highline 
with the downtown area, and at-
tract the younger generation. 

“I want a walkable, livable, 
downtown. People strolling 
around, eating and shopping,” 
she said.

White is proud of her previ-
ous work on the council. 

“I have great rapport with the 
community, and clear vision for 
the city,” she said. 

“I think I am the better can-
didate. I am nicer then Dave, 
and I am more even-tempered,” 
White said.

Kaplan makes his living as 
executive director of Washing-
ton Self-Insurers Association.

Kaplan has a bachelor of arts 
degree in political science from 
the University of Washington, 
and a master’s of business ad-
ministration from George Wash-
ington University.  He hopes to 
combine his previous involve-
ment on the council with his 
business savvy.

If elected, Kaplan wants to 
boost the city’s economic po-
tential by attracting new busi-

nesses.
“The city is in 

crossroads economi-
cally and budget-
arily,” Kaplan said.  
“We must prioritize 
what we spend money 
in, and be willing to 
make reasonable and 
rational changes.”

Kaplan said that 
he understands the 
process of making a 
city more business 
friendly, and would 
like to help lead the 
city into the future.  

“I’ve worked at 
all sorts of levels 
with citizens. ... I 
know how to make 
partnerships.” 

— Matt Pina

“We need new 
conditions for 
businesses to not 
only survive, but 
succeed.” 

— Carmen Scott

“When we talk 
about the future of 
Des Moines, it’s 
critical that we get 
the community’s 
input.” 

— Melissa Ponder

“We must priori-
tize what we spend 
money in, and be 
willing to make 
reasonable and ra-
tional changes.”

— Dave Kaplan

“I want a walk-
able, livable, 
downtown. People 
strolling around, 
eating and shop-
ping.”

— Susan White



The Thunderword magazine / October 15, 2009

Election: Federal Way B5

By Caitlyn Starkey
Staff Reporter

Letting voters choose Fed-
eral Way’s mayor will be more 
democratic, supporters of Prop-
osition 1 say. 

However, the opponents say 
electing a “strong mayor” for 
the city of 88,000 people will 
only be more expensive. 

Federal Way citizens will 
decide whether to elect their 
mayor or keep the same city 
manager format on Nov. 3.   
Proposition 1 on Federal Way’s 
ballot will change city govern-
ment from a council-manager 
form to a separately elected 

“strong mayor.”
Currently, Federal Way elects 

seven City Council members; 
from there the council chooses a 
mayor from among themselves 
and hires a city manager.  

The mayor would have pow-
er to hire and fire, something 
the City Council currently does, 
along with all the administrative 
and political responsibilities of 

a traditional mayor.
Supporters prefer this system 

because it fully dedicates an in-
dividual to the task of running 
the city, unlike the City Council 
members who often have other 
employment along with their 
elected office.

Councilman Jim Ferrell sup-
ports the “strong mayor” sys-
tem.  

He prefers the term elected 
mayor, “strong mayor” sounds 
like a dictator, Ferrell said.

Farrell said he would like to 
be mayor.

“I really believe it’s a simple 
concept,” Ferrell said.  “People 
should be able to vote for the 

Federal Way weighs change in mayor’s role
leadership.”

“Eighty-two percent of 
all cities in Washington have 
elected mayors: Renton, Kent, 
Auburn, Issaquah, Seattle, Ta-
coma,” Ferrell said. 

Ferrell said the city has wast-
ed money under the council-
manager form of government, 
citing the frequent turnover of 
hired city managers over the last 
several years.

Opponents say having a 
“strong mayor” will invite cor-
ruption and generally just cost 
citizens more money. 

“What we have now works 
and has for 20 years. Why 
change?” said Jim Burbidge of 

By Caitlyn Starkey
Staff Reporter

Six candidates are campaign-
ing for three open seats on the 
Federal Way City Council. 

Linda Kochmar and Sonia 
Sciscente are vying for Posi-
tion No. 2; Jeanne Burbidge and 
Mike Peterson are competing 
for No. 4; and newcomers Rog-
er Freeman and Diana Noble-
Gulliford are running for No. 6.  

Kochmar is a 12-year in-
cumbent.  Her involvement in 
Federal Way began with the in-
corporation of the city, and she 
has been politically active ever 
since.  She currently works at 
the Lakehaven Utility District 
as the risk manager. 

Not only does she hold a full-
time job and act as a council 
member, she recently has gone 
back to school as a part-time 
student at Highline. 

“You should always update 
your skills,” Kochmar said.

“Because of the economy it 
is quite a challenge,” Kochmar 
said of the city’s budget.

“No fat is left in our budget.  
It’s a challenge to provide ser-
vices at the same level we did.  
We have a plan in place now.”  

Even though Federal Way is 
fine for now, Kochmar still in-
sists that the budget is in need 
of attention.

“Budget, budget, budget, 
jobs, jobs, jobs,” Kochmar said.

Her campaign relies on her 

Council candidates debate city’s direction
previous political experience. 

“I have 12 years of planning, 
12 years of City Council, and 12 
years of experience,” Kochmar 
said.

After so long on the City 
Council she said she knows how 
the system works.

On the other hand, her oppo-
nent Sciscente has no direct po-
litical experience, but has been a 
resident of the city for 20 years. 

“I feel like it’s time for 
change,” Sciscente said.  “We 
need to step up together to make 
Federal Way better.” 

Because she lives near Steel 
Lake Park, Sciscente sees first-
hand the level of crime and vio-
lence in Federal Way.  This is 
her biggest campaign issue and 
motivation for running.

“We don’t notice little things 
until they become big things,” 
Sciscente said. 

“The city needs to change,” 
Sciscente said.  “I want to get in 
and work hard.  What can I say? 
Give me a chance.” 

Running for Position No. 4 
are Burbidge and Peterson.

Like Kochmar, Burbidge 
has served on the council for 
12-years.  She has previously 
been employed as both a teach-
er and counselor; and is also 
the guardian of some disabled 
adults.

Burbidge also serves on sev-
eral regional and local transpor-
tation boards, including chairing 
the South County Area Trans-

portation Board.
“I am happy to do it.  It gives 

Federal Way a place at the ta-
ble,” Burbidge said.

She said she is very proud of 
the city and its accomplishments 
over the years, specifically in 
regard to violence.

“A good story to tell is in our 
crime rate,” Burbidge said.  “It 
is the smallest in the region ex-
cept for Bellevue.”  

Though crime has dropped, 
so has the economy.  This con-
cerns Burbidge the most.

“We have the lowest tax rev-
enue per person, so we have 
to be very efficient,” she said.  
“We don’t have the revenue of 
Kent or Auburn.” 

Burbidge, like Kochmar, said 
she knows what she is doing af-
ter serving for so long.  She has 
a vision for Federal Way that 
involves better roads and strong 
economical development, spe-
cifically in the downtown area.

Running against Burbidge is 
newcomer  Mike Peterson. 

He is a local businessman 
and a father of four.  This family 
connection fuels his reason for 
campaigning.

“I think we [Federal Way] 
could reach out to the junior col-
leges and high schools to funnel 
them [the students] into intern-
ships,” Peterson said.

Peterson said he is not look-
ing for a long political career.

“I’m looking at the next three 
to four years, what is this city 
looking like?” Peterson said.

He wants to focus on eco-
nomic development, but to do 
this, the citizens have to be the 
energy behind the change, Pe-
terson said. 

However Peterson has taken 
the first step to stimulating the 
local economy.

“I buy my scones at Great 
Harvest [Bread Company], my 
employees always ask why we 
eat lunch in Federal Way,” Pe-
terson said with a laugh.

Last on the ballot for the city 
council of Federal Way is po-
sition No. 6, Freeman against 
Noble-Gulliford.

Freeman is an attorney at law 
and former candidate; he ran in 
2007 but did not win.  He said 
he wants to inspire Federal Way 
to bigger and better heights.

Freeman also said that crime 
is a major concern.  

However, instead of increas-
ing police presence or other tra-

Federal Way Works, the group 
leading the opposition to Propo-
sition 1. 

One of the biggest problems 
with the “strong mayor” form is 
the money, said Burbidge.  

Currently the city of Federal 
Way’s mayor makes approxi-
mately $24,000 each year, ac-
cording to the city’s website.

Mayors from other cities in 
the area, such as Renton, Kent 
and Auburn, are paid between 
$130,000 and $160, 000 a year, 
Burbidge said.  But because 
of the size of the cities, Kent, 
Renton and Auburn, also hire 
a city manager with the same 
range of salary as a mayor. 

Diana Noble-GullifordJeanne Burbidge

Linda Kochmarg Mike Peterson

Roger Freeman

Sonia Sciscente

ditional methods, he encourages 
face-to-face interaction.

“Just arresting and prosecut-
ing is the not answer,” Freeman 
said.   “Just mentor a young per-
son and you will see crime go 
down.” 

“It’s really about support-
ing local businesses,” Freeman 
said.

Freeman’s opponent, Noble-
Gulliford, agrees.

“Small businesses should be 
the foundation of downtown,” 
Noble-Gulliford said. 

While Freeman’s focus is on 
crime, Noble-Gulliford wants to 
balance the budget, supporting 
ideas proposed by Kochmar and 
Burbidge.

Noble-Gulliford works in 
real estate, and her previous 
education supports her current 
work.  

After 40 years of residency, 
Noble-Gulliford has seen the de-
velopment of Federal Way from 
unincorporated King County to 
a city, she said.

Noble-Gulliford was active 
with the Federal Way Planning 
Commission and the Historical 
Society, as well as establishing 
Hylebos Wetlands Park, located 
on First Way.

Not only should the budget 
be balanced, but citizens should 
also shop locally to create eco-
nomic development in the city, 
she said. 

“Encourage citizens to shop 
locally,” Noble-Gulliford said. 
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Port candidates see jobs, environment as big issues
By BRIANNA HOLT 

Staff Reporter

Pro-union and pro-business 
candidates are vying against 
each other for two positions on 
the Port of Seattle Commission-
ers Board. 

The Port is responsible for 
managing international trade, 
transportation and travel in the 
Pacific Northwest, as well as 
supporting industries such as 
commercial fishing and tour-
ism.

T h e 
candidates 
running for 
Port of Se-
attle com-
missioner 
P o s i t i o n 
3 are Rob 
H o l l a n d 
and David Doud. 

Holland graduated from Se-
attle University with a master’s 
degree in public administration.  
His current occupation is a truck 
fleet fuel salesman.  Holland 
said he wants to continue with 
the Port’s vision to be the green-
est port in the nation.

“I am uniquely qualified to 
bring accountability and a re-
newed focus on job creation, 
community protection and envi-
ronmental stewardship to build 
a world class port that drives 
our regional economy,” Holland 
said.

He also plans to create jobs.
 “The Holland ‘Green’ Jobs 

Plan calls for advancing trade 
and commerce in our region 
by putting people to work right 
away,” he said.

 Two goals that drive Hol-
land’s plan are to reduce emis-

sions and increase export 
through green manufacturing, 
he said.

David Doud, a graduate 
with a master’s in business ad-
ministration from Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, 
is currently employed as an in-
vestment properties broker.  He 
did not respond to a request for 
an interview. 

Doud said on the King Coun-
ty Elections website that he also 
wants to continue with the Port’s 
reform and 
ensure that 
work at 
the Port 
is done 
ethically, 
as well 
as work 
to create 
jobs.

He said he is not someone 
in the back pocket of the union 
bosses; he is an independent 
voice, running for the taxpayers 
of King County.

The candidates running for 
the Port of Seattle commission-
er Position 4 are Tom Albro and 
Max Vekich. Neither candidate 
responded to requests for an in-
terview.

Albro graduated from the 
University of Washington with 
a bachelor of science in civil 
engineering, and owns a small 
business.

“Lots of other ports want our 

business and our jobs -- from 
Los Angeles to Vancouver to 
the Panama 
Canal: our 
job is to be 
more com-
petitive and 
not be beat-
en by ports 
with lower 
worker or 
environmental standards,” Al-
bro said on the King County 
Elections website.

Albro also wants to reduce 
the port’s environmental im-
pact. He will accomplish this 
“by implementing smart operat-
ing practices, more innovation 
and wise stewardship,” he said.

Albro’s opponent, Max Ve-
kich has similar concerns.

Vekich is a longshore work-
er, and former four-term Demo-
cratic state legislator. He has a 
bachelor of arts from the Uni-
versity of Puget Sound.

Vekich said he wants to 
move the port forward, and is 
committed to reform as well as 
job creation and environmental 
stewardship.

“Instead of another insider, 
we need an advocate who will 
open doors to trade, improve ac-
countability, and be a true part-
ner for Puget Sound cleanup,” 
he said on the King County 
Elections website.

Implementation of new tech-

Albro

nologies that reduce the emis-
sions of ships and trucks, as well 
as assisting in the Duwamish Riv-
er cleanup, 
is part of 
Vekich’s 
plan to 
make the 
port a lead 
agency in 
env i ron -
mental is-
sues.

“I’ll fight to preserve and 
create jobs at the port and in the 
many port-dependent business-
es,” said Vekich on the King 
County Elections’ website.

John Creighton is running 
unopposed for Position 1.

Vekich

Doud

Holland

Port of Seattle Photo

By NICHOLAS MCCOY
Staff Reporter

Political novice and ex-news 
anchor Susan Hutchison is run-
ning against veteran King Coun-
ty council member Dow Con-
stantine for the position of King 
County Executive this year.

Dow Constantine is currently 
on the King County Council as 
the representative of District 8, 
which includes Burien and West 
Seattle.

Constantine worked as an 
attorney for 19 years, and was 
elected to the state House of 
Representatives in 1996. He 
was re-elected in 1998, and then 
was elected to the state Senate 
in 2000. Constantine joined the 
King County Council in 2002, 
taking the seat of Greg Nickels, 
who had been elected mayor of 
Seattle.

“Dow [Constantine] has a 
long track record as a reformer 
and as independent minded,” 
said Sandeep Kaushik, the 

spokesman for Constantine’s 
campaign.

“Since joining the council 
he’s actively pushed to reform 
the way the county does busi-
ness. That includes things like 
implementing performance 
measures to make the govern-
ment more transparent, respon-
sive, and efficient,” Kaushik 
said.

“He knows there’s much 
more work to be done in terms 
of the culture at King County,” 
Kaushik said.

Constantine has advocated 
that the county end its involve-

ment in programs that aren’t 
working well, he said.

“The most recent example is 
the county’s role in providing 
animal control services. That’s 
an area where the county has 
not been successful in provid-
ing service, and where there are 
other organizations that can do a 
job better, which will mean not 
only animals get better care but 
taxpayers save money,” he said.

Other priorities Kaushik said 
were important to Constantine 
include the county continuing 
to be aggressive in pursuing the 
annexation of unincorporated 
King County neighborhoods 
into nearby cities.

“The county has jurisdiction 
over them, but it’s very ineffi-
cient,” he said.  

The unincorporated areas 
are spread out throughout the 
county.  Kaushik compared 
it to a patchwork quilt.  The 
sprawl of the unincorporated 
areas spreads the resources of 
the county throughout the en-

tire area; the county sheriff, for 
example, polices all of the un-
incorporated neighborhoods ex-
clusively even though they are 
spread in between many differ-
ent cities.

“He [Constantine] wants to 
prioritize people, parks, and 
public safety,” he said.

Constantine would make the 
cuts needed to bring the county 
budget in balance, Kaushik said, 
without closing public parks.

“He has said clearly that we 
need to keep the public parks 
open, we need to make sure that 
we’re offering help to the poor-
est and most vulnerable, par-
ticularly in this economy, and 
he does not support taking offi-
cers off patrol or off the streets,” 
Kaushik said.

The council would, with 
Constantine at the helm, work 
on identifying administrative 
savings to bring the budget un-
der control, by “streamlining 
bureaucracy so that we keep the 
focus on providing core services 
to tax-payers,” he said.

“He has extensive experience 
in local government and his op-
ponent [Susan Hutchison] does 
not; that means Dow is in a po-
sition to actually implement re-
forms and change,” he said.

“The county is currently fac-
ing some serious issues in the 
threat of flooding into the Green 
River valley, and swine flu; 

Former Senator and ex-newscaster vie for executive

Dow Constantine Please see Executive, page B7
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By PAUL PARK
Staff Reporter

Federal Way has two posi-
tions and Kent has one position 
on the school board up for elec-
tion. 

In Kent, Tim Clark and Dale 
Smith are running for Position 5 
on the school board.

In Federal Way, Bill Pirkle 
is running against the incum-
bent Ed Barney for Position 1, 
and incumbent Angela Griffin is 
running against Steve Skipper 
for Position 4.

Federal Way voters will have 
to choose between new can-
didates who are for extreme 
changes in the Federal Way 
school district or the returning 
candidates who are for little or 
no change in the Federal Way 
school district.

“This school board is doing 
nothing and needs to do a lot 
more. I proposed many more 
changes but they just don’t want 
to talk about it,” said Pirkle, the 
new candidate for Position 1 on 
the Federal Way School Board.  
Pirkle’s opponent, Barney, is in-
cumbent.

“He’s been on the school 
board for eight years. If he gets 
on again, he’ll be on for twelve 
years,” Pirkle said. 

“I talked to him many times, 
and he doesn’t want to change 

School board candidates hope to bring change

Bill Pirkle

Dale Smith

Ed Barney Angela Griffin Steve Skipper

Tim Clark

anything that changes the status 
quo.  In eight years he has done 
nothing.  Things have to change 
because school is not working 
for the kids.  I am for changing 
things, changing things to make 
things work,” he said.

Pirkle said his priorities are 
to require teachers to dress more 
formally, require only educa-
tion related wall decorations in 
classrooms, have students get 
all grade-affecting tests signed 
by parents and have dogs sniff 
student’s lockers for drugs while 
class is in session.

Barney, Pirkle’s opponent, 
said schools are fine as they 
are. There aren’t any policies he 
would focus on, he said.

Barney said his priorities are 
to continue programs, such as 

AVID.
AVID stands for Advance-

ment Via Individual Determi-
nation, and it “is a program de-
signed to help underachieving 
middle school and high school 
students prepare for and succeed 
in colleges and universities,” ac-
cording to the AVID website.

“When one individual be-
comes adversarial or contro-
versial and begins to fight the 
other board members, nothing 
can happen but put the board in 
a bad light. To argue just for the 
sake of arguing accomplishes 
nothing,” Barney said. 

Position 4 of the Federal Way 
School Board has new candidate 
Steve Skipper running against 
the incumbent candidate Angela 
Griffin.

 “They shouldn’t [vote for 
me] unless they want their 
schools to change,” said Skip-
per, the new candidate for the 
fourth position of the Federal 
Way School Board. 

“If they are happy with the 
schools, how they are operating 
now, they should not vote for 
me.  If they are unhappy, then 
they should vote for me,” he 
said.

Skipper said his priorities 
are to publicize students results 
for state tests, for example the 
WASL and SAT scores, and pub-
lish the percentage of students 

taking advanced courses or any 
more academically inclined 
courses in the local paper.  

He also said he will try to 
eliminate most of the group ac-
tivities and group projects in the 
schools. 

Angela Griffin is the incum-
bent for Position 4 of the Fed-
eral Way School Board. 

Griffin has been on the board 
since last year.

“Well, I probably am more 
passionate about actually serv-
ing on the school board, about 
being part of the school board 
team and working with my team 
members to make changes,” 
Griffin said.

“I believe I am more passion-
ate because the issues are closer 
to home to me as I still have 
kids still in school and I have 
been a teacher for many years,” 
she said.

Griffin said her priorities 
are to find ways to get parents 
involved with their child’s edu-
cation, motivate the teaching 
staff to respect cultural diver-
sity and to be more strategic on 
how they work with individual 
students and to influence the 
Federal Way School Board to 
investigate for more strategic 
ways to use advisory time for 
the students’ benefit.

Tim Clark and Dale Smith 
are both new candidates for the 

fifth position of the Kent School 
Board.

“The catch is now that with 
less money, we are facing more 
cuts,” said Clark, the first candi-
date for the fifth position of the 
Kent School Board. 

“There are certain things that 
I am trying to protect, such as 
student success and the things 
that contribute to that. For in-
stance, those involved in the 
high school level and are in 
extra co-curricular activities do 
better in school than the general 
population of the students,” he 
said.

“I am a former classroom 
teacher, the only candidate that 
is working the classroom. So, I 
think I have an understanding 
of the challenges of giving the 
kids on a daily bases the support 
and services they have to have 
in order to be successful,” Clark 
said.

 He said his priority is to 
“hold onto the fine arts, music 
programs, bands and things like 
that.”

He would focus on pressur-
ing the state legislature to pro-
vide more school funding in 
order to protect the co-curric-
ular activities and to fulfill the 
requirements stated in the new 
Basic Education Act, which re-
flect what the schools need to 
do, Clark said. 

continued from page B6
Executive
Dow has the experience to lead 
on those issues and his opponent 
does not,” Kaushik said.

Kaushik also said that Con-
stantine shares the values of 
those in King County and that 
Hutchison does not.  He said that 
Constantine “has been a leader 
on environmental protection,” 
which he said that Hutchison is 
not a strong candidate for. 

Another value he said the two 
differ on is the matter of abor-
tion rights. “Dow is pro-choice, 
while our opponent is not. Dow 
shares the values of the voters in 
King County.”

Susan Hutchison is currently 
the executive director of the 
Charles Simonyi Fund for Arts 

and Sciences philanthropy, a 
private organization that arrang-
es grants by invitation.

Previously Hutchison worked 
as a news anchor for KIRO-TV.  

The Susan Hutchison Cam-
paign had not responded to re-
quests for an interview at time 
of publication.

Hutchison’s priorities as 
council executive are similar to 
Constantine; promote efficien-
cy, reduce the budget through 
cuts and promote annexation of 
the remaining unincorporated 
urban areas, according to the 
campaign website.

“My administration will use 
a bottom up approach to bud-
geting, by taking a fresh look at 
the costs of providing essential 
services,” she said on her cam-
paign website.

Hutchison would implement 
“a true county-wide hiring freeze 
for all general fund or distressed 
enterprise funds except for criti-
cal positions in law, justice, and 
public safety.” 

 She said that she would 
also have a review conducted 
of county publications such as 
brochures to “crack down on 
unnecessary postage, produc-
tion and communications ex-
penses.”

She said that she would 
“keep parks operating by work-
ing with user groups such as 
swim teams, school districts, 
little leagues, adult recreation 
teams, as well as local munici-
palities and regional leaders to 
explore creative private-public 
partnerships.”

She would, as a long term 

goal, have “consolidating ad-
ministrative functions like In-
formation Technology, Human 
Resource Management, the 
print shop, and other overhead 
operations of King County Gov-
ernment,” as well as to “create 

an amnesty reporting system to 
ensure that employees and man-
agers can report wasteful spend-
ing to my administration.”

To promote transparency, 
she said that she would have the 
creation of a budget disclosure 
website featuring analysis and 
statistics as a goal.

Susan Hutchison has been 
endorsed by Lt. Governor Brad 
Owen, State Attorney General 
Rob McKenna, and State Audi-
tor Brian Sonntag, as well as the 
Eastside Business Alliance.

Constantine has been en-
dorsed by both Senators Patty 
Murray and Maria Cantwell, 
and Governor Christine Gre-
goire, as well as King County 
Democrats, the Sierra Club (an 
environmental group), and other 
organizations.

Susan Hutchison
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Election: BurienB8

By Jordan Hale
Staff Reporter

Sue Blazak and Jack Block 
Jr. both promise the people of 
Burien change for the better if 
elected.

Block is running for Burien 
Council Position 1 against in-
cumbent Blazak.

Blazak has been on the Bur-
ien council four years now.  A 
main priority for Blazak is to 
stay involved.  “I make a strong 
effort to make it to all council 
meetings and activities so I can 
help keep Burien on the radar 

Local government veterans face off in Burien
to build a stronger community,” 
Blazak said.

Blazak has a bachelor’s de-
gree in social welfare and a 
master’s degree in public ad-
ministration.  Outside of the 
City Council she works in the 
Highline school district, and has 
lived in the city of Burien since 
1988.

Previously, Blazak was on 
the Burien parks, recreation, 
and cultural services board.  
She wished more projects in 
this area would be funded and 
carried out, which inspired her 
to become involved with the 

council.
Major overall goals ad-

dressed by Blazak include cre-
ating more job opportunities lo-
cally, especially in health care; 
helping improve low income ar-
eas of downtown Burien;  Also, 
to continue the improvement of 
the transit system, with the ma-
jor overall goal of bringing the 
light rail to Burien.

“I would say I am a good col-
laborator and I really work well 
with other councils at both the 
regional and city levels,” Bla-
zak said.  Blazak believes that  
working with other councils and 
expanding and involving the 
influence and voice of Burien 
is how Burien will continue to 
grow as a community.

Blazak’s opponent Jack 
Block Jr. was previously in Po-
sition 6 on the council for four 
years. 

Block has lived in the Burien 
area for 46 years, and is a gradu-
ate of Mt. Rainier High School. 
When not on council, Block is a 
full time longshoreman.

Block has served on the park 
board for a year, and was an of-
ficer for his present union, as 

well as being on the election 
committee for Teamsters 141 in 
their effort to provide services 
after Hurricane Katrina. 

Block said that when you are 
in office you should do as much 
as you can to help your commu-
nity and city.  If elected, some 
major goals Block wishes to 
achieve are to complete stalled 
projects including First Avenue 
and Town Square.

 Also, Block wishes to fully 
fund police services so that the 
city of Burien is able to provide 

active rather than reactive pub-
lic safety. As well as trying to 
improve the living conditions of 
low income housing by the Port 
of Seattle to expand noise insu-
lation efforts.

“I promise to deliver back to 
the people if elected.  No more 
stalling on projects,” he said.   
“The citizens of Burien are in 
need of help now in these tough 
economic times, and it is vital 
the city provides a strong com-
munity and opportunistic base 
to help its citizens.” 

“I make a strong 
effort to make it to 
all council meet-
ings and activities 
so I can help keep 
... to build a stron-
ger community.”

— Sue Blazak

“I promise to de-
liver back to the 
people if elected.  
No more stalling 
on projects.” 

— Jack Block Jr. 

By REBECCA BALL
Staff reporter 

The Caucus Program and Gay 
Straight Alliance (GSA) spon-
sored a meeting on Wednesday, 
Oct. 14, about Referendum 71. 

Passage of Referendum 71 
will affirm a bill already passed 
by the State Legislature earlier 
this year.  The bill would give 
rights to domestic partners and 
seniors who are in committed 
relationships legal protections.

Opponents of the measure 
gathered signatures to force the 
measure onto the Nov. 3 ballot.

The meeting was for any-
one who wanted to know about 
the bill and guest speaker State 
Rep. David Upthegrove, D-Des 
Moines, spoke about what Ref-
erendum 71 is. 

Upthegrove’s speech was not 
all neutral.

 “I’m going to throw my 
opinion in there,” he said. 

 “This isn’t about moral 
question.  It’s about all families 
needing protection.”

 “That’s why I support it, 
equal treatment under the law,” 
Upthegrove said.

If it’s approved it would guar-
antee that protections would not 
be taken away from committed 
couples, Upthegrove said. 

Several large firms, including 
Nike and Boeing, have come 
out in favor of the referendum.   
Support also came from several 
religious organizations. 

The meeting was held in 

Building 7 from 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Roughly 30 people attended.
GSA posted eight flyers last 

Wednesday and the next day six 
of the eight flyers were miss-
ing.

 “The meeting is not to sway 
people to believe a certain way, 

Upthegrove says Referendum 71 is about equality

but to inform them of what ref-
erendum 71 is,” Joshua Magal-
lanes, from Student Services.

Opponents of the measure 
did not respond to requests to 
present at the forum.

A series of Citizen Aware-
ness events will follow the Ref-

erendum 71 Caucus Forum.  
These events include the Des 

Moines City Council Candidate 
Forum and the Caucus Forum 
on Initiative 1033.  

At both forums, the public 
can come and see what the can-
didates have to say.  

William Schlepp/THUNDERWORD
Representative Dave Upthegrove talks about Referendum 71.

The City Council Candidate 
Forum takes place on Monday, 
Oct. 19, from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
in Building 7. 

The Caucus Forum on Initia-
tive 1033 is on Wednesday, Oct. 
21, in Building 7 from 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m.

Got ads? 
Call Jon 

or Aisha at 
206-878-3710, 
ext. 3291, or 

e-mail 
tword@high-

line.edu
Ads cost as 

little as $20 for 
a business card 
size.  What are 

you waiting 
for? 
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By SARAH DUPRE
Staff Reporter

Featuring a Disability Time-
line and a display of “outsider 
art,” the fourth floor of the li-
brary is hosting an exhibit that 
compliments Disability Aware-
ness month in October.                   

 Inclusive Arts Instructor Sh-
ariana Mundi is teaching classes 
on “outsider art,” which is dis-
played in Highline’s library. 

Mundi teaches five art class-
es in Kent at The Resource Cen-
ter, and one class in Burien at 
Moshier Arts Center.                                                                             

Especially for disabled stu-
dents who just want to make art, 
outsider art is art with no rules, 
boundaries, or guidelines, said 
Mundi. 

Lines, textures and shapes all 
becomes art when you just give 
someone the supplies.                                                                                                           

The art displayed is very 
colorful and freely painted or 
drawn. 

Without rules or guidelines, 
these students can paint any-
thing that comes to mind, so ex-
pand the imagination.                            

 “It’s not about creating a big 
deal, it’s about having fun,” said 
Mundi. 

Especially the non-verbal 
students get extremely creative. 

Mundi says it gives them the 
opportunity to give a voice to 
the world with their art.                                                                                                                

Highline has an outreach 

Creativity on display at the Library Art and Exhibition Gallery

partnership with the city of 
Kent,This allows Highline’s li-
brary to have several different 
art pieces from the community.                                                              

 Some of Mundi’s students’ 
art is displayed in the Burien 
Art Gallery, SeaTac Airport, 
and offices that work with the 
disabled.                                                                                              

The second half of the ex-
hibit is the Disability Timeline, 
which Highline is borrowing 

from an organization. 
The timeline shows the his-

tory of the disabled all the way 
up to the year 2000.       

 Director of Media Services 
& Library System Administra-
tor Tom Pollard said that the 
themes of each exhibit compli-
ment an event, holiday or cel-
ebration going on that month.                        

Since this is Disability 
Awareness month, both parts of 
the exhibit correlate with that 
distinct theme.   

The outside art will be dis-
played until the end of October.                                                                                                                                         

By SARAH DUPRÉ 
Staff Reporter 

Musician and educator Jah 
Breeze performed at an Arts and 
Lecture Seminar on Monday, 
Oct. 12, demonstrating his reg-
gae talent and culture.                                                                                  

Jah Breeze is an international 
performer, percussionist, free-
lance journalist and photogra-
pher. He is a musician and an 
educator, who teaches music 
classes at summer camps and 
student retreats.                                                                                                                                     

He talked about African cul-
ture and the culture of African 
music from songs of slavery, to 
blues, to R&B and then reggae, 
Jah Breeze also spoke about 
what reggae music has added to 
culture. 

“Music affects culture, and 
culture affects music” says Jah 
Breeze. He demonstrated his 
skill on a steel drum, a vital in-
strument for the original reggae 
sound.                                                   

From the very beginning of 
African music, music helped 
slaves escape through the Un-
derground Railroad. Follow the 
Drinking Gourd, for example, is 
a song that slaves sang that told 
them to follow the North Star in 
order to escape, he said.                                                                                                 

All the way up until more re-

cent types of music like reggae, 
it’s always been about culture. 

The reggae style is all about 
“liberation, respecting Africa 
, and loving your culture” said 
Jah Breeze.  

In addition to Jah Breeze, Ga-
brielle Ochoa, a local artist and 
student at Highline, showcased 
some of her paintings.                                                                                                                

Ochoa said that coming from 
a multi-cultural family helps 
her to see that you don’t need 
to stick with your own culture 
without experiencing others’.                                                                      

“I want to use my art to touch 
up on global issues and reach out 
to make people feel the way I feel 
about my culture,” Ochoa said.                                                                                                                                      
Maureen Somer, from the Inter-
Cultural Center, said that since 
Highline is the most diverse 
community college in Washing-
ton State, 

“I want to enhance the 
cultural awareness on this 
campus,”  Somer said.                                                                                           
For further information about 
Jah Breeze, go to www.jah-
breeze.com.

Sara Rosario/ThunderWord
Left: Mask by Ardell Clapp Above: Einstein by Rchelle Willette  Below: Tiger in India by Jean Ca-
vanaugh  Just some of the many pieces of artwork being displayed during the month of October at the 
Library Art and Exhibition Gallery.

Cultures unite for a mix of song and dance

William Schlepp\THUNDERWORD
Aztec dance group Groupo Tloke-Nahuake preforming cultural 
dances Wednesday, Oct. 14 in the Lecture Hall.  

    Library Gallery hours are 
Monday - Friday from 7 a.m. to  
9 p.m., Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Sunday from 2 p.m. 

to 9 p.m.
If you have further questions 

about the exhibit, go to www.
flightline.highline.edu/exhibits.
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Highline men’s soccer frustrations continue

Kurtis Loo/THUNDERWORD
Highline midfielder Marco Heredia gets undercut by a Treasure Valley defender.  The T-Birds lost 1-0 on Saturday.

Women’s soccer prevails over Olympic

By KURTIS LOO
Staff Reporter

Highline’s men soccer frus-
trations continue as they ex-
tended their winless streak to 
four games.  

Treasure Valley defeated the 
struggling T-Birds 1-0 on Sat-
urday in a physical game that 
featured five yellow cards, three 
from Treasure Valley and two 
from Highline.

Highline dominated Trea-
sure Valley, allowing one shot 
on goal.  It turned out to be the 
only shot they needed to defeat 
the struggling T-Birds in what is 
coming to be a recurring theme.

“We were dominating the 
game and they got a lucky goal.  
We had a lot of opportunities to 
win the game but one mistake 
cost us the game,” Highline for-
ward Bundu Koroma said.

“We were unfortunate, the 
first half was sloppy.  We did 
better in the second half, but 
we gave up one goal and that 
was all they needed.  We need 
to score to win and we didn’t do 
that,” Head Coach Jason Preno-
vost said.

Daniel Nam, leading scorer 
for the T-Birds, suffered a mild 
foot sprain in the second half.

The consensus feeling of 
the team is disappointment and 
frustration.  

 Players say it’s frustrating 
to work really hard and have no 
results to show for it.

 “It’s frustrating.  Talent wise 
we can compete, but it’s just 
the little details that we need to 
work on,” Nam said.

“We’ve been losing.  Every-
one is feeling bad,” Highline 
forward Rudishi Muschett said.

The T-Birds are tied for third 
in the West Division with a 
5-6-3 overall record and 0-4-3 
league record.  

 For the defending West Di-
vision champions, expectations 
for the T-Birds were set high go-
ing into the season.  

Prenovost has no doubt in his 
mind that his team is playing 

hard, but the bottom line is that 
they can’t seem to find ways to 
win.  

Questions Prenovost had 
about the T-Birds’ effort were 
answered in the Treasure Valley 
game.

“I like the fact that they care.  
There were times during the 
season where I would question 
their effort, but I’m not doing 
that anymore,” Prenovost said.

Prenovost and Nam said that 

the best thing to do is move on 
because what has already hap-
pened can’t be changed and all 
you can do is learn from the past 
and continue to keep playing.  

 “There are a lot of worse 
things than losing a game.  We 
just need to work through it,” 
Prenovost said.

 “We need to pick it up.  We 
can’t dwell on the pass and we 
have to move forward,” Nam 
said.

“The great thing about sports 
is that there’s always another 
game,” Prenovost said.

The T-Birds played Olym-
pic yesterday.  Results from the 
game were unavailable at press 
time.

The men’s soccer team will 
play a home game against Ta-
coma on Saturday at 4 p.m.  

Tacoma is tied for third in the 
West Division with Highline.  
They are 1-5-0 in league play.

Men’s soccer
standings

North Division
League/Pts/Season

Edmonds  3-3-1     10	 3-5-1
Shoreline  3-4-0     9    4-6-0

East Division
League/Pts/Season

Tr. Valley  5-2-0    15  	 5-2-0
W. Walla   5-1-0   15     8-1-0

West Division
League/Pts/Season

Peninsula 4-2-1    12    7-4-2
Bellevue   3-1-2    11  	 7-3-2
Highline    0-4-3    3      5-6-3

South Division
League/Pts/Season

Clark  	    6-1-0      18    7-2-0
Chemeketa  5-0-1 16 10-0-2 

Women’s soccer 
standings

North Division
League/Pts/Season

Shoreline  3-1-3    12    4-2-3
Edmonds  3-2-2    10	 4-3-2
	 East Division 

League/Pts/Season
W. Walla    7-0-0  21   10-1-0
Tr. Valley  6-0-1   19     5-0-1

West Division
League/Pts/Season

Olympic   4-4-1    13     6-5-1
Tacoma    3-5-0    9      2-5-0
Highline    2-5-2    8      2-8-2
Bellevue   2-5-1     7     2-7-1Bill Schlepp/THUNDERWORD

Krystal Rios (left) and Ava Taylor (right) shield off an Olympic player.

By KURTIS LOO
Staff Reporter

Highline women’s soccer 
fought off first-place Olympic 
1-0 yesterday.

Highline forward Shelby De-
vol hit a shot from 20 yards out 
into the top corner of the goal in 
the 55th minute.  An assist was 
credited to Brittany Gannaw.

The Lady T-Birds were able 
to hold off the relentless attack 
of Olympic in the final 10 min-
utes.  

“We dug deep and played 
together.  We were tired but we 
kept pushing,” Highline forward 
Alicia Adams said.

“We played with a lot of ef-
fort and we had good commu-
nication.  The last 10 to 15 min-
utes of the game are always the 
hardest,” Highline midfielder 
Ava Taylor said.

“It was good to beat the No. 1 
team in our division,” Highline 
defender Devon King said.

The win against Olympic 
moved Highline into third place 
in the West Division.  

The Lady T-Birds have been 
playing well after a slow start 
of the season where they went 
0-4-1 in their first five games 
and 2-1-1 in their last four.  

The overall play of Highline 
has improved greatly and is seen 
in their stats.

 Their offense has scored four 
goals in their last four games.  
They only scored one goal in 
their first five games.

Their defense has allowed  
only four goals in their last four 
games.  They allowed 21 goals 
in their first five games

The Lady T-Birds fell to 
Treasure Valley 1-0 on Satur-
day.  Their overall record is 
2-8-2 with a 2-5-2 record in 
league play.

 A lot of the credit goes to the 
playes becoming more cohesive 
with one another, players say.

“We have more trust in one 
another.  We have lots of young 
people and we’re coming to-
gether to play as one,” Adams 
said.

“In practice, we do a lot of 
one-on-ones, corner kicks, free 
kicks and key plays,” Taylor 
said.

With only five games left in 
the season, Highline is in the 
hunt to make the playoffs.

The Lady T-Birds will have 
another league game at home 
against Tacoma on Saturday at 
12 noon.    

Tacoma is second in the West 
Division with a 3-5-0 record in 
league play.  

Highline and Tacoma are 
separated by only one point and 
a win agaisnt them will move 
the Lady T-Birds into second 
place.



The Thunderword / October 15, 2009

Sports A9

Lady T-Birds drop No. 1-ranked Tacoma Titans

By BRIAN GROVE
Staff Reporter

Lady T-Birds outside hit-
ter  and aspiring dentist Ashley 
Nguyen has a game with some 
serious bite.

Nguyen, a freshman from 
Kentridge High School sports  
Highline’s second best kill total 
with 109 kills in 42 games. 

While at Kentridge, Nguyen 
broke the school’s record for 
most kills in a match with 35.  
The old record was 31. 

Nguyen began playing vol-
leyball eight years ago when she 
was 10.

“I started out just for fun, 
nothing competitive, but I guess 
you could say when I hit high 
school, that’s when it got really 
competitive,” Nguyen said.  

As well as being an outside 
hitter and middle blocker for 
Kentridge, Nguyen played on 
two club teams during her high 
school career. 

“I played for the Saturday 
Warriors for two years and then 
for Wahine on their U18 nation-
al team, their best team, in the 
Puget Sound League,” she said. 

Nguyen said she decided to 
play volleyball because it was 
something that came natural to 
her. 

“Volleyball was the first sport 
that kind of came easy to me, so 
it allowed me to get better at a 
faster rate,” she said. 

“I used to play middle block-
er practically my whole life un-
til my junior year in high school 
because she [her coach] wanted 
me to get more sets. 

 “I like outside hitter better 
because it gives me a different 
perspective of the court and I 
get more kills.”

Nguyen said as an outside 
hitter you typically get a better 
angle on the ball as well.

Every athlete has something 
that gets them going before the 
start of a game.  

For Nguyen, that something 
is a good warm up.

“A good warm up always 
gets me in my zone.  If I have 
a bad warm up, I have to work 
harder to get up to my level of 
play,” she said.

“If my teammates are fired 
up, it gets me fired up.  If you’re 
intense in volleyball you usually 
play well because you have the 
momentum.” 

Off the court, Nguyen is also 

Ashley Nguyen is making a name for herself at Highline

Brian Grove/THUNDERWORD
Ashley Nguyen goes for the kill against Clark on Oct. 9.

Highline’s Ashley Nguyen serving it up in a club game.

fired up about her education.  
She is taking a full schedule at 
Highline and is aspiring to be a 
dentist. 

“I am currently taking chem-
istry, calculus and writing, and I 
want to major in biology.  I want 
to transfer to the University of 
Washington or Western to finish 
my four years. 

 “Then I want to apply to 
dental school because I want to 
be a dentist,” she said. 

Nguyen’s interest in dentistry 
started when she had the oppor-
tunity to job shadow a family 

dentist.
“I find dentistry a fascinating 

career and I got to see a whole 
bunch of different procedures 
which was really interesting.  
I have a thing for teeth,” she 
said.

Nguyen said her parents play 
a big role in her drive for educa-
tion.

“My parents definitely em-
phasize getting a good educa-
tion and doing well in school,” 
she said.

Nguyen is part of the first 
generation of her family to live 

in America. 
“My family’s Vietnamese 

and my parents came over here 
I think in the ‘70s.  Practically 
my whole family is in the states 
now and the majority live in 
Washington,” she said.

Her parents also attended 
community college when they 
came to the states.

“My dad works for Avis Car 
Rental and my mom does infor-
mation technology for Boeing.”

Nguyen said between her ed-
ucation and volleyball, she’s not 
sure whether she will be able to 
pursue both at the same level of 
intensity in the future. 

“I haven’t really decided if I 
want to play later because study-
ing to be a dentist requires a lot 
of work, but it would be hard for 
me to drop the sport,” she said.

“Even if I don’t play when 
I transfer, I want to play recre-
ationally.”

Even if she doesn’t play after 
she transfers, Nguyen said she 
is having a great time playing 
for Highline. 

“I really like the experience 
and the group of girls we have 
are a great bunch.  We all get 
along really well and everyone’s 
level of play is really high up 
there,” she said.

“I like competitive teams 
and Highline really is one of 
the most competitive teams I’ve 
played on.  Because of that, I 
think we’ll go far this season.” 

By BRIAN GROVE
Staff Reporter

The Highline women’s vol-
leyball team is tied for the top 
spot in the West Division after 
taking out Tacoma and Clark. 

The Lady T-Birds, 4-1, are 
in a three-way tie with Tacoma 
and Pierce for first place in the 
West.   

On Wednesday, Oct. 7, High-
line brought the Tacoma Ti-
tans back down to earth in four 
games, 25-22, 18-25, 25-23 and 
25-21.

Tacoma, who was first place 
in the west, 4-0, was also listed 
as the top team in the Horizon 
Air / Coaches’ Polls. 

Jennifer Mooth, Ashley 
Nguyen and Paula Miles head-
ed up the offense for the Lady 
T-Birds with 13, 12 and seven 
kills, respectively.  

Davina Fuiava had 28 assists 
and Whitney Hodge was an out-
standing factor on the defense 
with 10 digs. 

Highline Head Coach Chris 
Littleman said the win against 
Tacoma was a big boost for the 
team.

“It was good for the team be-
cause taking out a supposed top 
team gives them confidence and 

erases any self doubt they may 
have as an individual or as a 
team,” he said. 

Littleman also said the win 
gives the team a new standard 
of play as well as a lot of mo-

mentum.
“We knew the way we played 

at Pierce was not at any level 
we play.  We can play better, but 
it’s just a matter of doing it,” he 
said.

“It gives us huge momentum 
because they were supposedly 
the top team and we beat them.  
We thought we were supposed 
to win.  It gives us confidence 
against good teams.”

The Lady T-Birds displayed 
that confidence on Friday, Oct. 
9, when they took on the Clark 
Penguins.

The Penguins were unable 
to rise to Highline’s level of 
play and were sent packing in 
three games,   25-15, 25-23 and 
25-18.

Mooth, Nguyen and Miles 
were again the kill leaders for 
the team with 15, 12 and seven, 
respectively. 

Fuiava had 37 assists and 
Mooth and Alessa Johnson had 
10 and seven assitsts and Nguy-
en and Fuiava had six assists.

Whitney Hodge also blocked 
two attacks. 

While the Lady T-Birds beat 
the Penguins in three games, 
they didn’t have the complete 
control the coaches are looking 
for.  

In the second game, Highline 
was down early to Clark.  They 
came back to make the score 
19-18 Highline, before the Pen-
guins called a time-out. 

Littleman said he told his 
players to finish the game 
strong. 

“The first game we were ag-
gressive, everything was going 
good,” he said.

“They second game, we just 
kind of played with them, not 
trying to take control.  I told 
them all good teams take a lead, 
hold a lead and know how to 
finish a team.”

Littleman said the team still 
needs to work on being a domi-
nating force on the court.

“Playing up beat, killer in-
stincts and wanting to win every 
point are things we need to want 
more.  But not just wanting it, 
doing it,” he said.

On Wednesday, Oct. 14, the 
Lady T-Birds squared off against 
the Lower Columbia Red Devils 
in Longview with results un-
available at press time. 

Highline women’s volleyball 
will also play in the Spokane 
Falls Crossover Tournament 
from Oct. 16 – 17.  They will 
go against Spokane in their first 
game on Friday, Oct. 16. 

Ashley Nguyen
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FREE WI FI
Guest Loyalty Cards

Twitter.com/cpmidway
Located in front of Fred Meyer

25246 Pacific HWY South 253-941-2174

Must prestent Highline ID at time of purchase.  Offer expires October 31st.  No cash Value.

10% OFF
Students & Faculty

R

VOTED BEST COFFEE
IN SOUTH SOUND 2009!
Come in or use our Drive Thru

By Rachelle Eckert
Staff Reporter

It’s getting close to Hallow-
een and Highline Phlebotomy 
students would like to take your 
blood.

Highline Phlebotomy Inte-
grated Basic Educational Skills 
Training (IBEST) students need 
volunteers to practice their 
blood drawing techniques.

Students will be looking for 
arms to draw from, under the 
supervision of instructors, Oct. 
21-22 from 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
in Building 23, room 206.

Highline’s Phlebotomy 
IBEST program pairs English as 
a Second Language (ESL) and 
phlebotomy instructors with 
ESL students to make sure stu-
dents understand the material.

This two-quarter program is  
open to 16 qualifying ESL stu-
dents two times each year. 

 “It is a very diverse group 
of students, and is a very team-
oriented program,” said Babs 
Cerna, a phlebotomy instructor.

All of the students started 
practicing this week, getting 

close to five draws in one day.
 Highline phlebotomy stu-

dent, Stephanie Stewart said, 
“I’m getting better and feel-
ing more confident in drawing 
blood every day.”

After students complete the 
two-quarter program, they re-
ceive a certificate of completion 
and can practice anywhere in 
Washington state.  

Graduated students “can 
practice in hospitals, clinics and 
blood donation centers,” said 
Chris Foertsch, an ESL instruc-
tor.

Cerna and Foertsch hope stu-
dents and faculty will come lend 
phlebotomy students their arms 
to practice on. 

By Rachelle Eckert
Staff Reporter

Students who might be in-
terested in the medical assist-
ing field are invited to an open 
house on Oct. 21.

Highline’s Medical Assistant 
Program will be highlighting 
the Medical Assisting Week by 
honoring Medical Assistants 
Recognition Day, Oct. 21.  

On this day, the program will 
be hosting an open house from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Building 23, 
room 210.

Medical students and teach-
ers will get the chance to prac-
tice and educate as they take 
blood pressure.  Eye checks will 
be performed on anyone who is 
interested.  

Medical students and teach-
ers will also present information 
on self breast exams. 

Snacks will be provided.
Medical Assisting Week is a 

national event recognized by the 
American Association of Medi-
cal Assistants, and is geared to-
ward educating the public.  

Highline is celebrating 20 
years of participation in this 
event.  

The theme of this year’s fes-

tival is At the Heart of Health.
Highline’s medical assistant 

program has approximately 245 
students enrolled.  

Highline’s 90-credit medical 
assistant program usually takes 
two years to complete, but clini-
cal class online students can fin-
ish in less than two years, said 
Laurel Lunden, an instructor for 
the Medical Assisting Depart-
ment.  

The Medical Assisting field 
is one of the fastest growing 
occupations, according to the 
United States Bureau of Labor 
Statistics.  

Medical assistants contribute 
many services to the medical 
field, including administrative 
work – checking in patients, 
setting up patient charts, and 
scheduling appointments; clini-
cal work – drawing blood, giv-
ing injections, specialty exams; 
and assisting in minor surger-
ies.  

Once fully trained, medical 
assistants are qualified to work 
in ambulatory care settings, 
medical offices, clinics, urgent 
care and medical labs. 

Highline graduates are eli-
gible to take exams for national 
certification. 

Cody Warf/Thunderword
Highline medical assistant students practice the fundamentals of drawing blood in their lab class.

Phlebotomists need 
volunteers to practice 
drawing your blood  

Medical Assisting offers careers
Lunden said she hopes that 

people will come out and see 
what medical assisting is all 
about. 

 “We would just like to make 
people aware of their health, see 
the classroom, and see that there 
are other health care professions 
other than nursing,” Lunden 
said.

Cody Warf/Thunderword
Phlebotomy is one of many careers in the medical assisting field.
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By TAYLOR GARFIELD
Staff Reporter

With a low number of wom-
en in computer science fields, 
teachers around the United 
States have been inviting kids 
to wonderland to join in on Al-
ice, a computer program aimed 
at middle schools to increase 
awareness of the field. 

 Alice was created by Randy 
Pausch and a team of research-
ers from Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity.  It allows people of all 
different ages to have fun and 
create 3-D animated worlds 
without having to go through all 
the steps of making command 
scripts, and other technical com-
puter programming. 

Tina Ostrander, a computer 
science professor at Highline, 
presented this week’s Science 
Seminar on the computer pro-
gram Alice.  She focused on 
how Alice was used by teach-
ers to “decrease the huge gender 
gap,” in computer sciences.  

With around 150,000 to 

160,000 job openings available 
in the computer science field, a 
lot of them paying high salaries, 
it was puzzling why there aren’t 
more women in computer sci-
ence jobs, Ostrander said. 

Researcher’s beliefs of why 
there aren’t more women in 
computer science jobs vary.  

Is there some kind of abil-
ity gap?  Do women tend to 
not have the personality of a 
computer programmer?  Do 
they tend to stray away from 
the work field because of what 
some have claimed to be a sex-
ist work place?  Some even 
claim that there was unequal 
access to resources in the field, 
or maybe they just don’t want 
to have the perception of what 
society views a computer pro-
grammer to be, a nerd who stays 
in their mother’s basement play-
ing games all day. 

Ostrander said, “Girls nor-
mally have decided what career 
path they want to take before 
entering college.” 

That statement points to the 

Change looms for the computer science field

Enviromental club is looking to make a difference
By Kumiko Yokota

Staff Reporter

The Highline Environmental 
Club invites students who are 
interested in environmental is-
sues to join in this year.

“We are looking for anybody 
who has an interest because one 
of our goals is to educate and 
to let people know what’s go-
ing on.  Anybody who wants to 
make where they live a better 
place [is welcome],” said Chris-
tina Dawson, the president of 
the Environmental Club.

“Everybody has different 
strengths that they can bring 
to our club and participate.  
You know, like if they have a 
business major, they can give 
us some economic statistics.  
Communications will help us to 
communicate with other organi-
zations that are bigger than us, 

lack of computer science classes 
in middle schools and even high 
school.  Girls are not getting in-
troduced to computer sciences 
while they are young, so there-
fore not choosing a computer 
science major. 

Teachers everywhere are 
introducing Alice to middle 

school students, in hopes that in 
time, “It [Alice] will be a tool 
that we are hoping will attract 
more women into the computer 
science field,” Ostrander said.  

For more information on Al-
ice, or to download it for your-
self, you can go to their website 
at www.alice.org. 

There will be no Science 
Seminar this week because of 
the campus closure on Friday.  
The next scheduled Science 
Seminar is on Oct. 23, in Build-
ing 3, room 102 from 2:20 to 
3:10 p.m.  The topic will be on 
“Food Addictions” by Professor 
Anne Whitson.

File photo/THUNDERWORD
Environmental Club members will work on the Duwamish soon.

stuff like that,” Dawson said.
The club focuses on both big 

projects and small steps to pro-
tect the environment.

“Our big project usually is 
Earth Week, and then, it kind 
of forces us to have everything 
else to be smaller events that we 
want to do, but I don’t want to 
limit the club to just Earth Week 
and small events. So, if anybody 
shows a real passion for some-
thing really big to do, then I feel 
OK with encouraging them to 
take initiative in order to take on 
something big,” Dawson said.

 Dawson said she pays atten-
tion to new ideas and new sug-
gestions that the club’s members 
have.

“Since the Environmental 
Club is such a big topic, there 
are a lot of different things that 
we can focus on.  

“So, I want to make sure 

nobody’s passion is being ig-
nored,” Dawson said.

Dawson said she had a posi-
tive response from activities the 
club did. 

The last event the club par-
ticipated, Kent Rock the Bulb, 
is helping people save money 

on their electric bills.
“The volunteers that were 

working at the booth, they could 
feel the amazement and shock 
when people learned how much 
they would be saving by switch-
ing light bulbs,” Dawson said.

Rock the Bulb presented by 

Puget Sound Energy delivers 
free compact fluorescent light 
bulbs that save energy and mon-
ey and help protect the environ-
ment in Puget Sound Energy’s 
residential electric service area. 
Kent Rock the Bulb was held on 
Oct. 3 and 4 at Low’s of Kent.

The next event the club is go-
ing to participate in is with the 
International Student Program 
called Duwamish Alive on Oct. 
17. It is a clean-up project on 
the Duwamish River. 

They will remove plants that 
are not good for the environ-
ment.

The Environmental Club 
meets on Wednesday at 
2:30-3:20 p.m.  The club has a 
website, http://hccenviroclub.
ning.com/, and a location of 
the meeting is to be announced 
there.  Also, Dawson can be 
reached at chrssyd@gmail.com.

Los Cabos Spooky October’s Specials 

MONDAY: ONE FREE MEAL
         With the purchase of one dinner entrée and two beverages 
     Receive your second meal FREE. (Value up to 10.50, one per party) 

      TUESDAY: SENIOR NIGHT
           All seniors receive 15% off their check 
            ( Exclude beverage ) 

      WEDNESDAY: MARGARITA NIGHT
              All regular lime margaritas only $2.99  (regular at $5.50) 

      THURSDAY: AMIGO FAJITA
       Portion for two amigos, A great combination of chicken and 
        steak.  For only $16.99 

       FRIDAY: HAPPY FRIDAY
         Make a great Friday with an  ALL DAY Happy Hour. 

      SATURDAY: 50% OFF 
        Buy one dinner entrée and two beverages and receive your
        second meal at just half price.    (One per party) 

      SUNDAY: FAMILY DAY 
          Kids Eat Free! Bring the family along, and enjoy a free kids 
           meal with the purchase of an adult meal. 

  * VALID ONLY, for dine in customers, and may not be combined with other offers 
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Federal Way(Main)

Next to Old Country Buffet
1812 S. 320th St.

Federal Way, WA 98003
T. (253)529-5505

Seattle I
Columbia Center 3rd Fl.

701 Fifth Ave. #303
Seattle, WA 98104
T. (206)381-0707

Bellevue
Across from DMV

545-A 156th Ave SE
Bellevue, WA 98007
T. (425)643-3727

Seoul Plaza
23830 Hwy 99 N. #117
Edmonds, WA 98026 
T. (425)775-5321

Edmonds
Boohan Plaza

22618 Hwy99 #104
Edmonds, WA 98026
T. (425)774-3130

Boohan (Edm.) Kirkland
Inside Subway Build.

255 Central Way
Kirkland, WA 98033
T. (425)828-0447

Lynnwood
Across from H-Mart

3411 184th St. SW #B
Lynnwood, WA 98037
T. (425)670-2355

Federal Way
Inside Paldo Market

2200 S.320th St.
Federal Way, WA 98003

T. (253)941-2010

Lakewood
Next to Market Place

6111 Lakewood TC Blvd. #C
Lakewood, WA 98499
T. (253)588-8771

Tacoma
Royal Plaza

8518 S.Tacoma Way #B2
Lakewood, WA 98499
T. (253)588-6061

University Way
Next to KIKU

5010 University Way NE
Seattle, WA 98105
T. (206)729-6622

Seattle II
Next to Quizno
817 1st. Ave.

Seattle, WA 98104
T. (206)682-2177

With new 2yr activation. 

$39
Retail Price
Mail in rebate
debit card
Cell Towns disc.

$400

-$100
-$261

HTC Ozone™
• E-mail Sync
• Global Sim Card Pre-installed
• QWERTY Keypad
• Stereo Bluetooth®
• 2 MP Camera
• VZ NavigatorSM

• SD Memory Slot (up to 16GB)

Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan lines w/ 2 yr Agmts). IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval.  Up to $175 early termination fee & other 
charges. Add’l $20 device initiation fee may apply. Device capabiities:  Add’l charges & conditions apply.  Offers & coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere.  While supplies last. Shipping charges may apply. Limited time offer. 
Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months. Subject to Customer Agmt & Calling Plan. Coverage maps at verizonwireless.com. OzoneTM is a trademark of Verizon Wireless. © 2009 Verizon Wireless.

Switch to America’s largest and most reliable wireless network 
at Cell Towns Verizon Wireless Premium Retailer.

Keep in touch with styleKeep in touch with style

Experience premium service with
premium saving at Cell Towns

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEExxxxxxpp rxxxxxxxxpppppppppppeer
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Next day delievery available!
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Ads?

The Thunderword
206-878-3710, x3291
tword@highline.edu

from getting back much of the 
money they originally may have 
spent.

Students can still return the 
textbook, but not the other ma-
terials within the bundle.  Stu-
dents are always encouraged to 
see if they can sell back what-
ever they bought, Nole said.

Another tactic publishers use 
is offering “chopped up” ver-
sions of textbooks, Nole said.  
These are texts that contain 
chapters of specific interest to 
the course instructor.

These texts are considered 
specialty and can only be pur-
chased from the publisher.

 Nole said that students 
caught onto this and have real-
ized that they can still buy the 
used version of the entire text at 
a cheaper price.

Nonetheless, Nole said the 
bookstore is hard at work try-
ing to provide incentives for 
students to purchase and return 
books.

Students will receive 50 per-
cent of the cost of a new book 
whether the book they return is 
new or used.  This is specifical-
ly meant to encourage students 

to sell back their books to the 
bookstore.

 A brand new incentive this 
quarter is gift cards. The book-
store has offered students a 10 
percent cash incentive for re-
turning their textbooks if they 
put the money on a gift card in-
stead of taking cash.

For example, if students 
bring in their textbooks for 
the buyback and the books are 
worth $100, a student will re-
ceive $110 if he or she puts that 
money on a gift card.

The money on the gift card 
can be used to purchase any 
item in the bookstore.

The gift card incentive is not 
only meant to get students to sell 
back their books, but to bring in 
money to the bookstore, Nole 
said.

“The bookstore is a self sup-
port, non-profit,” Nole said. 

That means the bookstore 
is not looking to make money 
off the students, she said.  Any 
money they make goes to the 
college.

“We only want to make 
enough money to pay our own 
expenses,” she said.

The bookstore costs $185,000 
a year to operate.  

This total includes $100,000 
to help pay off the construc-
tion debt for the Student Union 
Building and $85,000 in over-
head, Nole said.

“The bookstore is responsi-
ble for these debts whether they 
make the money or not,” Nole 
said.

“We are working hard and 
finding all the resources we can 
to keep prices as low as possible 
and still keep operating,” she 
said.

As of late, Nole has been 
researching e-books. Although 
e-books cannot be sold back to 
the bookstore, the prices are low 
enough that it offsets the cost, 
she said.

Nole said she thinks e-books 
might work best for online 
courses since you do not need 
to take a textbook to an actual 
classroom. 

 “But in the long run it’s still 
best to buy a used book and sell 
it back,” she said.

spring.  This decision was based 
on the fact that she had met her 
prospective husband before.  

She met him five years ear-
lier at a family party, and was 
surprised and excited to see that 
his picture was among the photo 
proposals her family sent her. 

 Also, she knew of his family 
and how his parents raised their 
children.  She respects her hus-
band’s family and was excited 
to be a part of it. 

The couple talked for two 
weeks before she flew to Fiji.  
The day after she landed they 
got engaged and the week after 
she arrived they got married.

 Sumer was married to her 
husband in Fiji, June 6, 2009.

 “You are supposed to cry 
during the ceremony, but I 
couldn’t stop smiling,” she said. 
Though her wedding day did 
not go exactly as she envisioned 
it, Sumer was happy to be mar-
rying the man of her choosing.

Now she is waiting for her 
husband’s papers to come 
through so he can be with her 
in Washington. Until then, he 
remains in Fiji.

 “Waiting for my husband’s 

visa is hard,” Sumer said. 
She did not anticipate the pa-

per process for entrance into the 
U.S. taking this long, but there 
were some filing issues that have 
given the couple a setback.

She expects his arrival by the 
end of this year.  “I haven’t seen 
my husband for four months, 
and that’s sad,” Sumer said.  

Maureen Sumer

Laura Nole
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