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By YURI NISHIZAKI
Staff Reporter

Highline’s new Financial 
Aid Portal allows students to do 
everything online from check-
ing their financial aid status to 
downloading required docu-
ments.

Director of Financial Aid 
Lorraine Odom said approxi-
mately 2,300 students at High-
line are getting financial aid this 
quarter so far, and students who 
receive any type of financial aid 
have access to the portal.

The Financial Aid Office is 
unsure about how many stu-
dents are already using the 
portal, “but we are pleased that 
many students are using this 

service and appear to be happy 
with the availability of their in-
formation,” Odom said.

Students were notified of the 
portal via postcards sent by the 
Financial Aid Office, including 
how to access the portal, and 
the Financial Aid staff are cur-
rently emailing this information 
to all students who completed 
a FAFSA, the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid.

“The purpose of the portal 
is to increase student access to 
their financial aid information 
and decrease the necessity of 
students having to come to the 
Financial Aid counter,” Odom 
said.

The portal allows students to 
check their financial aid status, 

required documents, financial 
aid staff questions, their file 
completion date, their award, 
approximate cost of attendance 
and other financial-aid related 
information.

However, this new system 
has a flaw.  Some students may 
have trouble entering their PIN 
to access the portal.

“Some students have to drop 
the leading zero from the month 
they were born and others do 
not.  To overcome this confu-
sion we have clear instructions 
on the initial portal page of how 
to navigate through this,” Odom 
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Drivers often manage to turn two lanes leaving the East Lot into 
only one, blcoking the right turn lane and backing up traffic.
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Students say they are uninterested in elections

Security asks drivers to 
be careful in parking lots

•Kent candidates have different 
visions for city.  

•Burien candidates disagree on 
annexation.  See stories, page 12.

•SeaTac voters to decide 
change in government.  See story, 
page 13. 

By Thunderword Staff

Many Highline students are 
not aware of the upcoming 2011 
elections.

Students were uninformed of 
the date of the elections, as well 
as the measures, and the candi-
dates on the ballots.

In a non-scientific survey of 
185 students, only 60 said that 
they are registered voters in the 
state of Washington.

 “I never really cared to reg-
ister as a voter,” student Dena 
Hoeng said. “I don’t know that 
much about the elections.”

On Oct. 20 the Washington 
ballots will be available to reg-
istered voters. The ballots will 
include three state initiatives: 
I-1183, I-1125, and I-1163 as 
well as two senate joint resolu-
tions, SJR 8205 and SJR 8206. 

Out of the 185 people sur-
veyed, 142 said that they didn’t 

even know the date of the next 
elections.

“I have no idea when the 
elections are,” said Jackie Bell.

Students Aika and Casey 
Medina said that they didn’t 
know about the elections until 
the advertisements began and 
the signs were posted around 
their community.  

Some students, including 
Bryan Cotes, said they knew 
the elections were in November 

but they did not know the exact 
date. 

A number of students also 
thought that the next elections 
were the presidential elections 
in 2012.

“I just know I’m voting for 
Obama,” Latoya James said.

Students were also unaware 

By BEN FRIEDLAND
Staff Reporter

The East Parking Lot has 
been experiencing a serious 
traffic problem this quarter.  

Students have complained 
that the line leading out of the 
East lot for turning left effec-
tively blocks the lane to turn 
right.  This traffic congestion 
has caused Campus Security to 
worry about more serious prob-
lems, saying there is a higher 
possibility of accidents “up to 
and including injury.”

The backup for exiting has 
caused “heavy congestion for 
the whole parking lot,” said 
Security Supervisor Richard 
Noyer.

The problem is serious 
enough for Highline to contact 
outside traffic studies facilities.  
Engineers have come to look at 
the parking lot, and solutions 

are being worked on.
In the meantime, campus 

security advises students to 
remain patient and to obey the 
signs posted in the lot.

“Students need to realize the 
left exit means left,” and vice 
versa, Noyer said.

Noyer suggests taking the 
back route to the North Parking 
Lot and exiting from there onto 
20th Avenue South.

The South Parking Lot is 
experiencing similar problems.  
One exit, which leads to South 
240th Street, has one lane for 
exiting both directions.  Wait-
ing for cars to exit either way 
can cause delays of up to 15 
minutes.  

Campus Security also said  
that students still need to be 
aware of traffic safety away 
from the exits.  Drivers looking 
for spots also cause normal con-
gestion.
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Crime and
   Punishment

News Briefs

Attend a personal 
statement workshop

Students can learn how to 
write a winning personal state-
ment on Wednesday Nov. 2 
in Building 7 from 12:15-1:05 
p.m..  Transfer students are en-
couraged to attend to improve 
their writing skills that will help 
with applications to four year 
programs.

Going places workshop

Transfer students will find 
helpful information with find-
ing the right college and iden-
tifying what you need to get 
accepted into the college you 
choose.  The workshop will 
be held on Oct. 25 from 1-3  
p.m.. Registration is required 
as space is limited. To register, 
email transfer@highline.edu or 
sign up in the transfer center lo-
cated in Building 6 on the sec-
ond floor.

Open-mic reading today

The Highline writing center 
is hosting an open-mic reading 
today Oct. 20 in Building 26 
room 319 from 1- 2:30 p.m.. If 
you write  come and read them 
in a judgment free area. You 
have the floor for five minutes. 

Attend a seminar

The weekly Friday Science 
Seminar will cover the Geology 
of the Grand Canyon presented 

by Eric Baer. The seminar is 
held in Building 3 room 102 
from 2:20-3:23 p.m,., everyone 
is welcome to attend.

Marie Esch-Radtke will talk 
about the history of midwifery 
at next week’s History Seminar 
on Oct. 26.  The seminar will be 
from 1:30 to 2:20 p.m. in Build-
ing 3, room 102.

Writing Center hosts 
editing workshop

The writing center is hold-
ing workshops called Common 
Errors to help students learn to 
find and fix common editing er-
rors such as subject-verb agree-
ment, tense shifts, fragments, 
run-ons, and comma splices. 
Their workshops will be held 
on Tuesday Oct. 25 from 9-9:50 
a.m, Wednesday Oct. 26, from 
12:30- 1:20 p.m, Thursday Oct. 
27 from 4-4:50. p.m. in Build-
ing 26 room, 319. Enter through 

Car stuck on stairs

A driver of a Toyota mis-
takenly drove onto the stairs 
outside the front of Building 8 
on Oct. 14.  The driver, who is 
interested in attending High-
line, drove around campus until 
he drove onto the short flight of 
stairs, believing it was a drive- 
way.  Security officers respond-
ed and called a tow truck.  The 
tow truck was able to remove 
the car with minimal damage.

Drug activity on campus

A student reported seeing 
drug activity at the bus stop 
near the administration park-
ing lot on Oct. 13.  The student 
described the subject as white 
adult male wearing a Seahawks 
jacket.  Security Officers ob-
served the area, but they found 
no one matching the subject’s 
description, and they found no 
evidence of drug activity.

Graffiti found

Extensive graffiti was found 
in the second floor men’s rest-
room in Building 25 on Oct. 16.  
Campus security took photo-
graphs and emailed them to Des 
Moines Police Department.

Theft

A student reported the theft 
of a small black Acer laptop on 
Oct. 17.  They said they left it 
in Building 30 after they felt too 
hot and left the building.  They 
returned one hour later to find 
the laptop missing.  IT depart-
ment is reviewing the tapes to 
determine a time of theft.

Parking lot hit and run

A student reported that a sil-
ver Chevy hit a blue Dodge in 
the rear bumper on Oct. 13.  The 
Chevy left the scene immedate-
ly after the incident.

Found property

A grey Jansport backpack 
was found in Building 29 on 
Oct. 18.  Inside were a blue 
lighter and a glass smoking 
pipe.

Compiled by Ben Friedland

the tutoring center/MRC door.  
All staff and students are wel-
comed.

MESA program info 
session today

The math, engineer, science, 
and achievement program will 
hold an information session to-
day in Building 26, room 319 
from 1-2:00 p.m.. MESA pro-
vides rigorous academic enrich-
ment services along with per-
sonal, financial aid, and transfer 
advising. 

The MESA Student Cen-
ter offers students a dedicated 
space to study, access to com-
puter workstations, industry 
guest speakers, workshops, ad-
vising, and scholarship and in-
ternship resources. All MESA 
students collaborate with the 
MESA Director on a person-
alized student success plan to 
support their success at High-

line and beyond. Their goal is 
for underrepresented students 
to excel academically and trans-
fer successfully to four-year in-
stitutions as STEM majors.

Campus to be crowded 
Friday and Saturday

Highline will be hosting 
800-900 English as a second 
language instructors Friday 
Oct. 21 and Saturday Oct. 22. 
All spaces on campus will be 
impacted and your patience and 
assistance is appreciated. Ev-
erything will be open as usual. 
Please assist them with room 
and  space locations.

Correction

For information and ques-
tions about Highline’s Medical 
Assisting program, go to www.
Highline.edu/medical assisting. 

By MITCHELL KOEHLER
Staff Reporter

The age old controversy be-
tween Creationism and Evolu-
tion will continue next week 
between Dr. Peter Ward, a bi-
ologist and an atheist, and Dr. 
Hugh Ross, a creationist and an 
astrophysicist.

The discussion, “Our Rare 
Earth and the God Hypothesis,” 
will take place Oct. 27 at 12:15 
p.m. in Building 7.

Dr. Ward is currently at the 
University of Washington and is 
a published author of more than 
140 scientific papers dealing 
with paleontological, zoologi-
cal, and astronomical topics.  

Receiving his Ph.D. in 1976 

from Mc-
Master Uni-
versity, he 
has gone on 
to study pa-
leontology, 
biology, and 
more recent-
ly, astrobiol-
ogy.

He is an acknowledged world 
expert on mass extinctions and 
the role of extraterrestrial im-
pacts on Earth.

From 2001-2006 Dr. Ward 
was the principal investigator 
for University of Washington’s 
node of the NASA Astrobiology 
Institute and led a team of over 
40 scientists and students. 

Dr. Ross launched his career 

at age 7 when he went to a li-
brary to find out why stars are 
hot.  

He has started his own min-
istry called Reasons to Believe, 
which he uses to further his 
goal of integrating science and 

faith.  You can 
learn more 
about Reasons 
to Believe by 
visiting Rea-
sons.org.

He re-
ceived his 
Ph.D. in as-
tronomy and 

astrophysics from the Univer-
sity of Toronto.

Dr.Ross believes that science 
doesn’t teach the creation of the 

Earth but, rather teaches us an 
older age of it and an older age 
of universe, though he rejects 
the scientific consensus on evo-
lution as explanations for the 
history and origin of life.

He has written many articles 
and over 50  articles defending 
creationism.

He has also written or col-
laborated on 13 books and con-
tributed on four volumes.

This event is jointly spon-
sored by Highline’s CRU, the 
Athena Philosophy Club, and 
the Skeptics Club. All students 
and staff are invited to attend 
the discussion.

A crowd of around 400 peo-
ple is expected to be present for 
the discussion.

Experts will discuss science and faith

Dr. Ward

Dr. Ross
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Staff Reporter

Highline professor Ellen 
Bremen has won the Sloan Con-
sortium Award for best online 
teaching and learning.

The national award will be 
presented to Bremen at the 17th-
Annual International Confer-
ence on Online Learning in Or-
lando, Florida, Thursday, Nov. 
10, according to the Consortium 
Award press release.  Bremen 
has been a professor in High-
line’s Communication Studies 
department for more than seven 
years.

“The investments made in 
online learning have not only 
increased access to higher edu-
cation, but now are actually 
demonstrating improvement to 
the quality of higher education 
as a whole,” said Meg Benke, 
the president of Sloan-C and 
Provost of SUNY Empire State 
College.

“How in the heck do you 
teach a public speaking course 
online?” Bremen asked.  

“Public speaking is my pas-
sion and I didn’t think an online 
speech course would ever hap-
pen. Teaching speech online 
baffles most, as the assumption 
is the course lacks face-to-face 
communication and the ability 
to conduct speeches to a live au-
dience,” Bremen said.

Introduction to Communi-
cation (CMST 100) is a core 
speech course necessary at 
Highline for almost any degree 
and certificate program.

“I was hired at Highline to 
design the Com Studies pro-
gram,” Bremen said.  “I real-
ized that you couldn’t transfer 
a distance learning degree be-
cause students who needed a to-
tally online degree couldn’t get 
speech online.”

The similarities between the 
online and face-to-face class, 

Bremen said, is the number of 
required speeches are the same 
and students in the online class 
are still responsible for deliver-
ing speeches in front of a live 
audience in a real time situ-
ation—they just have to tape 
themselves.

In the online class, students 
can build a community with 
classmates over the course of 
the quarter, which is compara-
ble to a classroom community.  
But the beauty of the online 
class is that students can deliver 
their speeches in an environ-
ment that recreates real-world 
situations: work, church, in 
front of families or friends, Bre-
men explained.

“Online students truly ex-
perience speaking that mimics 
the outside world, rather than 

the controlled classroom with a 
captive audience,” Bremen said.

Bremen was even hired by 
Oxford University Press, the 
publisher of the course textbook 
that she uses, to produce a series 
of voiced-over PowerPoint files 
that overview each chapter.  Ad-
ditionally, Bremen developed 
several two-minute tutorials:  
quick-bite Camtasia PowerPoint 
presentations focusing on chal-
lenging concepts.

Bremen’s students consis-
tently perform higher on fi-
nal exams, which are directly 
related to course objectives.  
Furthermore, in several instruc-
tional areas, Bremen’s online 
materials are utilized to drive 
improvements in face-to-face 
sections, Bremen said.

Introduction to Communi-

cation was initially offered in 
2006 as a hybrid course, con-
sisting 60 percent of the time 
online and 40 percent in class, 
Bremen explained.

“The two online sessions of-
fered filled up right away.  Af-
ter positive feedback from stu-
dents, in addition to students 
being successful, the course 
officially debuted.  The course 
is popular, filling up faster 
than the traditional face-to-face 
speech courses,” Bremen said.

Bremen started teaching 
speech online before she came 
to Highline; she taught in Geor-
gia at Darton College, although 
the version she taught at Darton 
was different than the Commu-
nication Studies class at High-
line.

Bremen often teaches a 

By ERIKA WIGREN
Staff Reporter

Professor Dong Wang says 
he wants to inspire excitement 
for the Chinese language and 
culture among Highline’s stu-
dents.

Wang is an exchange profes-
sor from Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University in Shanghai.  The 
university is known as one of 
the oldest and most prestigious 
universities in China.

At Highline, Wang is teach-
ing three Chinese language 
classes for the Fall Quarter.

Wang is from Gansu, a prov-
ince in the Northwestern part 
of China, near Mongolia.  He 
received his bachelors and mas-
ter’s degree in applied linguis-
tics at Xiamen University, in a 
small seaside city that Wang re-
ferred to as “the most beautiful 

city in China.”
After leaving Gansu, Wang 

went on to teach at Lanzhou 
University for two years where 
he earned the Morning Star 
Award for excellence in teach-
ing.

From there Wang travelled 
to Shanghai Jiao Tong where he 
continued to teach the English 
language to students.

Although Wang has studied 
the English culture and lan-
guage for 20 years, this is his 

first time in America.  He said 
that he has enjoyed his stay so 
far and that he has even gained a 
new perspective on Americans.

“The Chinese see U.S. peo-
ple as individualists, [who] just 
take care of themselves, but I 
find that they like to help oth-
ers too.” 

Since he has been in Wash-
ington, Wang said his favorite 
experience so far was the orien-
tation week here at Highline.

“At my university in China, 
orientation is one day and it’s 
mainly a speech about thoughts 
and expectations, [it] is very 
boring.  Here I find everyone 
shows interest in orientation 
week.  There are so many dif-
ferent people of different back-
grounds.  I like it very much,” 
Wang said.

Wang said he has made many 
observations about the differ-

ences between Chinese and 
American students.

“In China, there is a conflict 
between teachers and students.  
The students tend to study what 
will be on tests.  So teachers 
want to draw students away 
from test-oriented studying,” 
Wang said.  “For only my sec-
ond week, my personal judg-
ment [about American students 
is] they are learning by interest 
and personal motivation, not 
just from what will be on the 
test.”

After his first few weeks 
teaching Chinese at Highline, 
Wang has experienced many 
obstacles and differences in his 
way of teaching.

“At my university, students 
take English for at least six 
years.  Highline students have 
[a] strong interest in learning 
[the] Chinese language but no 

experience, so I put less infor-
mation in Chinese teaching,” 
Wang said.

Even though the Chinese 
language and English are so 
dissimilar, Wang said he enjoys 
teaching them both.

“It is hard to say which lan-
guage is more difficult to teach 
because [they are] so different,” 
Wang said.

At the end of the Fall Quar-
ter, Wang will return to Shang-
hai University.  Before he leaves 
America, he has many goals he 
plans to accomplish with regard 
to his students.

“I want the students to learn 
how to communicate in Chinese 
and learn how to express their 
thoughts or ideas,” Wang said.  
“Most importantly, I want to 
raise and maintain their interest 
in [the] Chinese language and 
the culture.”

Dong Wang

hybrid course that is primar-
ily taught online and with this 
course she does hold face-to-
face sessions about seven times 
a quarter.

“Every few years,” Bre-
men said, “I like to mix up the 
classes I teach between online/
hybrid/face-to-face.”

While Bremen is the master-
mind behind Highline’s online 
Communication Studies course, 
other instructors on campus do 
teach the course as well, Bre-
men said.

“The beauty of the class is 
a professor can teach Highline 
students from across the coun-
try,” Bremen said.  Having the 
ability to take an online speech 
class, in addition to completed 
a full degree online, gives stu-
dents who might not otherwise 
be able to take a speech class 
fulfilling their college require-
ments, Bremen explained.

Bremen is currently on sab-
batical working on writing a 
book.  Bremen will be teach-
ing at Highline winter quarter, 
although she is unsure of her 
schedule at this time.

Bremen not only forged the 
way on campus with putting 
into practice a online speech 
course, but she also has started 
The Chatty Professor, a daily 
blog to assist students in be-
ing more successful.  Bremen 
posts daily nuggets of wisdom 
for college students, which they 
might otherwise not know, Bre-
men said.

One day Bremen might post 
on what you should do after a 
mid-term and on another day 
she could advise how to cor-
respond appropriately with in-
structors.  Bremen said that the 
blog has only been active for six 
months, and on Oct. 8 she had 
more than 13,000 followers.

To find The Chatty Profes-
sor, go to www.chattyprof.
blogspot.com/

Chinese professor wants to share his culture with Highline

Donna Naumann/THUNDERWORD
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By BEN FRIEDLAND
Staff Reporter

Whole grains and fresh fruit 
have substantial health benefits, 
said dietician Allison McCoy.

Her presentation, titled 
“How to Eat Healthy Delicious 
Food on a Budget,” was held 
in the Mt. Skokomish room in 
Building 8 on Oct. 11, and was 
filled to standing room only by 
students and others wanting to 
learn more about nutrition.

McCoy talked about the ad-
vantages of buying and eating 
whole grain products.  Whole 
grains contain Vitamin B, 

Whole grains - not multi-grains - are healthiest, expert says

By SVETLANA KAZAK
Staff Reporter

Highline’s International Stu-
dents are planning many events 
for Fall Quarter in which they 
will eat, celebrate, and travel 
the Puget Sound. 

Yuki Hayashi, who is part 
of the International Leadership 
Student Council, is to take on 
the large role of being in charge 
of maintaining, planning, and 
most importantly, making sure 
the events are announced so 
other students feel the urge to 
join.

Already this quarter, they 
have had several events, includ-
ing a rotating restaurant.  

“We basically just have the 
International students and any 
other people who may wish to 
come go to the restaurant and 
have diner together, have fun, 
and chat,” said Hayashi. 

Saturday, Oct. 22, the pro-

which is “great for stress.”  In 
refined grains, said McCoy, the 
Vitamin B is gone, leaving only 
small amounts of protein.

McCoy reminded students to 
beware of labels, and to avoid 
products that include wheat 
flour, organic flour, and multi-
grain.

“Labels can be deceiving,” 
said McCoy, saying to look 
instead for whole wheat and 
whole grain products.  She ad-
vised students to look for the 
whole grain stamp.

McCoy also stressed the 
health benefits of whole grains.  
Whole grains reduce the risk of 

stroke, type 2 diabetes, heart 
disease, and asthma, also say-
ing it helps with better weight 
maintenance.

McCoy also talked about 
several beverages such as juice, 
coffee, and vitamin water.  V8 
juice, McCoy said, has no fiber, 
saying, “It’s not bad, but it’s not 
as good as eating your vegeta-
bles.”

She also offered a financial 
argument for avoiding an ex-
cess of juices and coffee drinks.  

In the long run, explained 
McCoy, skipping the morn-
ing Starbucks or the juice with 
lunch can save hundreds of dol-

gram has planned to go to the 
Museum of Glass in Tacoma. 

“It costs $10 for student en-
try and transportation will be 
provided such as taking the bus 
from Highline,” said Audrey 
Nelson, who is also part of the 
International Leadership Stu-
dent Council. 

The students will be depart-
ing at 10 a.m. from Highline 
and will be at the Museum until 
2 p.m. of that day.

The biggest out of the eight 
events planned will be the Hal-
loween Party on Oct. 29.  This 
event will be located in building 
8 in the Student Union and will 
be from 7-11 p.m.. 

The reason this event is so 
significant is because it dem-
onstrates a “Way for all people 
to celebrate Halloween in the 
American way so they learn the 
traditions and how it’s set up,” 
said Hayashi.

 “Not only is there just a 
haunted house but we’re hav-
ing a costume party as well, and 
this event is free for everyone, 
so anyone and everyone can 
join,” Hayashi said.

Then on Nov. 5, students 
are given the opportunity to go 
bowling at the Kent Bowling 
Alley. 

“It will cost $5 per game for 
students and we’ll be taking 

International Student Programs Picture
The Halloween party is a big hit every year, allowing all of Highline’s students to meet new people 
and have a good time.

International Student Programs kicks off fall events

International Student Programs Picture
Students are encouraged to dress up for the Halloween party.

public transportation to the al-
ley as a group,” said Nelson.

Another large event will be 
an overnight trip to the Olym-
pic National Park in Forks, WA, 
strictly for the International stu-
dents. This event will start on 
Nov. 11 and end on the 12. 

“We’re going to hike if we 
can, go to the stores around 
Forks, sightseeing, and as most 
people do, visit the Twilight 
stores and displays around the 
area,” said Hayashi.

For the weekend of Nov. 26 
through the 27, another over-
night trip is planned.  This trip 
will take place in Leavenworth, 
Washington. 

“The first day we’ll walk 
around town and on the second 
day we’ll go to an outlet mall, 
and after that we’re planning 
to observe a waterfall at Sno-
qualmie,” Hayashi said.

The last event known as the 
White Elephant Party will be 
held on Dec. 2.  

“Students can enjoy the win-
ter tradition of gift exchanging 
and have a fun time before fi-
nals week,” said Nelson.

In a white elephant gift ex-
change, everyone brings a 
wrapped gift.  Then everyone 
chooses a gift to open.  Gifts are 
often gag gifts.

For any students who want to 
participate in these events can 
either show up at the events at 
the timing or they can go to the 
library, Building 25, and go to 
the fifth floor to talk to the pro-
gram advisors.

International Student Pro-
grams can also be contacted via 
email at INT@highline.edu, or 
by phone at 253-870-3725.

lars each year.
Water is better, said McCoy.  

“Start with a cup a day.”
McCoy encouraged people 

to cook their own food, saying 
you know exactly what’s in it.  
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Highline cares for the abused
Highline’s Women’s Programs does an excellent job of raising 

awareness about domestic violence.
The Washington Department of Health reports that one in every 

five women reported being injured by a family member in their 
lifetime. It is commendable of Highline to offer its support to those 
that have been victims of violence at home.

However, help is also being offered for those of you who may be 
antagonists out there.

There are signs that help indicate that you or someone you know 
may be the cause of the domestic abuse and not the victim.

Abusers tend to be generally angry people inwardly, but appear 
to cope with their anger publicly, holding it in until they can un-
leash it upon their loved one or partner.

Some utilize social coercion or isolation to make their victim 
feel small. The abuser then feels like the bigger person. This break 
down in the self-esteem of the victim causes a debilitating effect, 
making the relationship more likely to persist.

Highline offers counseling and assistance to those people who 
feel they might be abusers; this, coupled with a modicum of confi-
dentiality, makes the program seem very desirable.

Highline’s Women’s Programs has been actively assisting those 
that have been abused for 30 years. Providing an excellent commu-
nity service, and should therefore be commended.

It is also important to note, that not all victims of domestic vio-
lence are women. If you feel abused and you are a male, don’t be 
discouraged by the title of the program. Help will always be given 
at Highline to those who need it.

Remember, there is no shame in saying that you need help, and 
no one deserves to be harmed physically or emotionally by those 
who claim to care.

Commentary
Josh Nelson

The Thunderword invites let-
ters to the editor and opinion 
columns. Got something you 
want to say to the student body?

Send submissions, with con-
tact information, to jnelson@
highline.edu. Letters to the edi-
tor should be under 200 words. 
Opinion columns no more than 
600.

Submissions are due on 
Monday for print on Thursday. 
These may be edited for gram-
mar, length, and style.

Write to us
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No music. This is not your happy place.‘‘ ”

James LeeBusiness Editor

Don’t have a plan? Get one
An earthquake just hit Puget Sound as you read this newspaper. 

What are you going to do?
The floor is shaking and the computer screen is wavering as it 

plays the YouTube video you have open. As you make your way 
underneath a sturdy structure, you’re probably thinking about your 
family and loved ones.

Are they OK? You would probably know the answer to that 
question if you had an emergency action plan.

As the shaking stops, and everything comes to a rest, you are 
able to climb out from under the desk and start surveying the dam-
age. All of a sudden, you see and smell smoke.

An electrical short has caused a fire in the kitchen, and it’s 
spreading rapidly. Here’s where you panic.

Millions of different ideas run through your head, and you stand 
in shock as your home begins to burn. You run outside as you start 
to cough from the dense smoke.

Your neighbor is already outside, his family is all accounted for 
and he begins assessing any injuries they may have sustained.

All you can do is stand there as your house burns, all of your 
possessions up in smoke as you can only wonder about the well-
being of those you love.

The difference between you and your neighbor?
He had an emergency plan in place. His family has run through a 

regular drill to prepare them in the event of an emergency.
Here in the Northwest, we may not have to fear tornadoes and 

hurricanes, but fires, floods, and earthquakes are a reality. Having 
a plan in place can mean the difference between life and death in 
these situations.

If your reaction to this suggestion is dismissive, you are setting 
yourself up for failure.

If you are interested in preparing yourself for the worst, visit 
www.beprepared.com. 

It was dark. Then a bright 
green light burned in front of 
me, and a voice said, “Josh Nel-
son of sector 2814, you have the 
ability to overcome great fear. 
Welcome to the Green Lantern 
Corps.”

A ring slipped on my finger, 
my clothes are replaced by a 
standard-issue Lantern uniform 
and I began my patrol of my 
sector for intergalatic lawbreak-
ers.

Then the alarm went off, 
rocking me out of my reverie.

In reality, it was 2 a.m. and I 
had to be at work in an hour. As 
I roll my way out of bed to the 
coffee, I wondered what might 
have happened if my phone 
hadn’t stolen my dream from 
me.

While imagining my fantas-
tic escapades I remembered that 
my phone bill is still passed due 
and would probably be shut off 
that day.

I shuffled back to my room 
and scanned its contents. Lord 
of all I could see: a desk with 
notes for the math test coming 
up, a stack of new comics still 
fresh in the bag, mail that has 
one or two final notices stamped 
on the envelopes, and a notice 
from UPS, warning me to no 
longer be tardy.

As I sipped from the scalding 
cup, I remembered the exhilara-
tion I felt when I slipped that 
emerald ring onto my finger. 
Would I ever have a chance to 
meet the Justice League?

I stepped into the freezing 
early-morning air and began 

my commute to work. I used 
this time to map out my day. 
Constantly reaffirming appoint-
ments and schedules that I know 
are crucial.

All the while, in the back of 
my head I stressed about the 
welfare of those I love and won-
dered if next month it might be 
a little easier to get by.

As I pulled up to work, my 
colleagues were waiting out-
side, savoring the last 10 min-
utes before the starting horn 
sounds. I can’t imagine what 
plagues their minds, as they 
take the last drags from their 
cigarettes.

I began to unload my trailer, 
and as the boxes went by I went 
back to the dream I had. What if 
there had been a crossover, and 
I had a chance to see Wolverine 
take on Batman? That would be 
a good fight. What if the zom-
bies from Walking Dead began 
roaming the halls of UPS? 

Before I knew it, the shift 
was over and I was allowed to 
return to my life.

The first thing I did is go 
home and tear into the new 
comics I just got.

I relished this opportunity. I 

was taken to a universe where 
any and all stress took the form 
of super villains and evil mas-
terminds. Where themes of 
willpower and hope were not 
just words, but actually physical 
creatures that fight for the good 
of what they represent.

Another alarm went off and 
reality’s shroud encompassed 
me. It’s time to take the math 
test. Unfortunately, I don’t have 
a magic ring to will the answers 
onto the page. If only I had te-
lepathy to get the answers from 
my classmates.

As I wandered the outdoor 
halls of Highline I observed 
my fellow students. I wondered 
what they do to manage the 
stress of their lives. In the class 
the professor handed out the 
exam and I chanted an oath just 
as she says we may begin.

I don’t know if I have the 
ability to overcome great fear, 
but I think I’ve found a good 
way to overcome great stress.

Escaping stress through comics

Dr. T.M. SellAdviser
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  What  To  Eat              By Bill Deasy (Bill@gfrpuzzles.com)

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

 Crossword 101

Quotable Quote

You can tell a lot
about a fellow’s
character by his
way of eating
jellybeans.

Ronald Reagan

Across
  1. Asian desert
  5. Thompson and Lazarus
10. Kind of control (abbr.)
14. Actor Sharif or Epps
15. College near Albany, NY
16. Blade handle?
17. “My Way” composer
18. When in New York?
20. 17-17, maybe
21. Boarding area
22. Class division
23. Make-or-break dates
25. Consumer
27. Explorer Sebastian
29. Together
33. Bailiwicks
34. Bad kind of wave
35. Whiz
36. Afternoon affairs
37. Starts up the PC
38. Family board game
39. Headline News channel
40. Optimistic
41. Beverage with
      a marshmallow
42. Argues
44. Twain creation
45. ’60s hairstyle
46. Baseball’s Rod
47. Call ___ to (stop)
50. Brown and Silver
51. “___ tree falls...”
54. When in Monterey?
57. “Much” preceder
58. Arsenal cache
59. H.S. tests
60. “Shrek,” for one
61. Marvel comic crew
62. 3/17 honoree
63. “Semper fi” grp.

Down
  1. Kind of cheese
  2. Present opener?
  3. When in Boston?
  4. Bank offering, for short
  5. Blue book exams

  6. Cookie sheet graspers
  7. No more than
  8. Singer DiFranco
  9. Easy mark
10. Doha dweller
11. Colorado Indians
12. “I smell___!”
13. Boating spot
19. Act segment
21. Gangland guns
24. Some E.R. cases
25. Concord
26. Additional homework?
27. Apprehend
28. Atlanta’s Omni
29. Alternatives to woods
30. When in Buffalo?
31. “Friend ___”
32. Lack of musical talent
34. Complex unit
37. Famous duelist
38. Parks and Recreation’s
      Rob
40. Census starter?
41. Avis rentals
43. Small part in a play

44. Least loco
46. “Rica” or “Brava”
        front
47. Big name in cleansers
48. Mia of soccer
49. Apogee
50. Bring in the rye
52. Corny place?
53. “Hey, wait ___”
55. Some PCs and
      printers
56. “To the max” suffix
57. Brief promise?

1. RELIGION: Which reli-
gious text is divided into chap-
ters called suras?

2. HISTORY: When did the 

War of 1812 end?
3. TELEVISION: The char-

acter Jim Phelps starred in 
what long-running spy drama?

4. MUSIC: What kind of in-
strument is a dulcimer?

5. MONEY: What is the 
standard currency of Vietnam?

6. FAMOUS PEOPLE: Who 
was Time Magazine’s Person 

of the Century in 1999?
7. GEOGRAPHY: Where is 

the Baltic Sea located?
8. ANATOMY: What is ne-

crosis?
9. NATURAL WORLD: 

Where is the geyser Old Faith-
ful located?

10. MOVIES: What 1970s 
film’s theme song was titled  

Evergreen?

Answers
1. Quran
2. 1815
3. Mission: Impossible
4. Stringed instrument 

played with hammers
5. Dong
6. Albert Einstein

7. Northern Europe
8. Death of body tissue
9. Yellowstone National 

Park, Wyoming
10. A Star is Born

(c) 2011 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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By ADRIAN SCOTT

Staff Reporter
 
 The men T-Birds were too 

much for their competition this 
week, outscoring Tacoma and 
Bellevue 6-1.

On Wednesday, Oct. 12 the 
T-Birds traveled south to face 
the Tacoma Titans.

 Tacoma started the match 
off with a goal from forward 
Scott Hanson.  This was only 
the second time the T-Birds 
started  behind in a game.

“We struggled a little in the 
beginning, but we did what we 
do best and that’s fight,” outside 
midfielder Britton Jolley said.

And that’s exactly what the 
T-Birds did, not allowing a goal 
after the first half,  and scoring 
three goals in the win.

Darwin Jones scored the 
T-Birds’ first goal in the 73nd 
minute of the match.  Ahmed 
Ahmed scored the team’s final 
two goals in the 75th and 90th 
minutes of the match.

“This is the first time we’ve 
came back and won,” starting 
defender Dustin Hill said.

“This was a huge test for us,” 
midfielder Issac Cardoza said.

 “Our subs helped they are 
becoming more of starting sec-
ond team with their determina-
tion to get the job done,” Tody 
Tolo said.

“We have a lot of depth on 
the team, we have almost 30 
players,” Cardoza said.

With this win the T-Birds 
are still behind Division leader 
Peninsula with a record of 6-1-0 
in league play.

“Coach [Jason Prenovost] 
was happy with the way we 
played in the second half,” Tolo 
said

On Oct. 15 the T-Birds 
played at home against the Bel-
levue Bulldogs, shutting them 
out 3-0.

Darwin Jones was quick to 
record two goals in the 17th and 
also the 25th minute moving his 
season total to 10 goals this sea-

son.
“Darwin is a leader for our 

team,” Tolo said
“It’s always nice to have a 

player that can score for the 
team,” Assistant coach Steve 
Mohn said.

The Bulldogs started to get 
physical in the second half of 
the game and seemed as if they 
were trying to double team 
Jones to prevent him from scor-
ing anymore.

“I don’t think they wanted to 
hurt him, I think they just didn’t 
want him to be a factor in the 

T-Bird men keep flying through competition

    By MITCHELL KOEHLER
Staff Reporter

The Highline men’s cross 
country team took fourth place  
at the Mike Hodges Invitational 
last Friday.

Head cross country Coach 
Taryn Plypick said she was 
pleased with the performance of 
the top four men’s runners.

“We had a really tough week 
of practices so for them to run 
the way they did was good,” 
said Plypick. “I am pleased with 

Corey Sun/THUNDERWORD
Highline’s Darwin Jones scores the  game’s first goal against the Bellevue Bulldogs on Oct. 15

Cross country coach Plypick pleased with performance

game,” Hill said.
Throughout the game the 

Bulldogs were pushing, slide 
tackling, and kicking the ball 
away from Jones.

“Can’t you see there trying 
to hurt my player? You can’t 
turn your back on the play, ref,” 
Coach Prenovost said from the 
sideline.

After the win the T-Birds 
players said they are motivated 
knowing they can bounce back 
from a lost.

The ‘Birds are now 7-1-0 
in league, still holding second 

place. 
The T-Birds will play their 

next two games at home the re-
sults were unavailable at press 
time.

On Oct. 19 the T-Birds will 
play the third- place Olympic 
Rangers, who defeated Tacoma 
4-2 on Oct. 15

“Olympic has a good team.  
It’s not going to be an easy 
win,” Dustin Hill said.

The men will play their sec-
ond game of the week against 
the Peninsula Pirates on Octo-
ber 26th in the rematch for first 

place in  the West Division.
“Were going to play Peninsu-

la at home and we will be ready.  
This is the game we really want 
and need to win” Hill said.

Peninsula has a very strong  
forward  Miguel Gonzalez, who 
is currently the league’s leading 
scorer, recording 26 goals this 
season.

He was only able to score 
twice against the T-Birds in 
their previous game on Oct. 8.  
It will be interesting to see how 
the ‘Birds plan to defend Gon-
zalez on Oct. 26 at 4 p.m.

their performances.”
The men’s cross country 

team took fourth with a score of 
104, right behind Seattle U. who 
had 81 points. The winner on 
the men’s side was Willamette 
who had five runners inside the 
top 10.

Highline was led by Luke 
Martin with a time of 21:31 and 
a 12th place finish. He was fol-
lowed closely by fellow T-Birds 
Zakariya Omar and Nick Lipin-
ski with a time of 21:43, and 
Ben Rongu with time of 21:45. 

The field was won by Kevin 
Aubol from Willamette with a 
time of 20:32.

The top four men for High-
line are going to do well this 
year, said coach Plypick. “This 
is probably the fastest team we 
have had since the ’80.” She was 
impressed with everyone’s per-
formance but Zakariya Omar 
in particular stood out. “He 
came later in the season and 
has thrived,” she said. “Look 
for him to make a splash at 
NWAACCs.”

“We are where we need to be 
to reach our goals,” said Plypick 
about the men’s team.

On the women’s side High-
line placed last out of nine 
teams with 250 points. They 
were 48 points behind Seattle U. 
who had with 202 points. The 
field was dominated by Oregon 
State who had 19 points total, 
43 points ahead of Willamette. 
Oregon went 1-2-3 and had four 
runners in the top five.

Highline was led my Jes-
sica Dilley and Ivy Meadows 

who had times of 21:41 and 
21:46 respectively. Meadows 
was sick before the run and 
almost pulled out of the race. 
The women’s event was won by 
Oregon State’s Erin Jones who 
had a time of 18:06, six seconds 
ahead of teammate Olivia Po-
blacion.

The women’s team has to 
work hard if they want to place 
high in North Regionals, said 
Plypick. The cross country 
team will compete in the North 
Regional next Friday, Oct. 28. 
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The 
Scoreboard

Men’s Soccer
NORTH League Pts Season
Everett  3-5-1 10 3-8-1
Whatcom  3-4-1 10 4-5-1
Edmonds  2-5-1 7 4-8-1
Shoreline   1-7-0 3 1-12-1
Skagit Valley 1-7-0 3 3-7-0
EAST
Walla Walla 7-0-1 22 10-1-1
Spokane   5-1-2 17 5-4-5
Col. Basin 3-5-0 9 3-5-1
Tr. Valley  2-6-1 7 3-10-0
Wenatchee   0-6-2 2 2-8-3
WEST
Peninsula    8-0-0 24 14-0-0
Highline   7-1-0 21 7-1-1
Olympic   5-1-2 17 7-2-3
Bellevue  3-2-3 12 4-2-4
Tacoma   4-5-0 12 5-6-1
SOUTH
Chemeketa    6-2-0 18 10-2-2
Clark        4-1-0 15 6-2-3
S.P Sound    4-3-1 13 7-6-1 
Pierce       3-5-1 10 4-7-2
SWOregon   1-6-1 1 1-8-1

Women’s Soccer
NORTH
Edmonds  7-3-0 21 5-3-3
Everett    7-3-0 21 9-3-0
GR River   5-3-2 17 7-3-3
Shoerline  5-4-1 16 5-5-3
Whartcom 4-4-2 14 5-4-3
Skagit Vally   0-10-0 0 0-11-0
EAST
Walla Walla     9-0-0 27 13-0-1
Spokane    8-1-0 24 11-2-0
Yakima Valley  6-3-0 18 8-4-1
Col. Basin     5-3-1 16 7-3-1
Tr. Valley  4-5-0 12 4-7-0
Wenatchee  1-8-0 3 2-10-0
WEST
Peninsula   9-1-0 27 10-2-2
Bellevue  6-2-2 20 6-4-2
Highline   6-3-1 19 6-5-1
Olympic     3-7-0 9 4-8-0
Tacoma    3-7-0 9 4-8-0
L. Columbia   1-9-0 3 1-11-0
SOUTH
Lane         5-4-1 16 6-5-2
Clackamas    5-3-0 15 5-4-1
Clark      3-6-0 9 3-9-0
Chemeketa  2-7-0 6 2-11-0
SW Oregon  0-8-0 0 1-9-0

Volleyball
NORTH  League  Season
Shoreline  5-0  15-6
Bellevue 4-1 17-9
Whatcom 3-2 12-13
Olympic 2-3 7-15
Edmounds 1-4  2-18
Everett   0-5   3-25
EAST
Spokane    7-1 26-5
Walla Walla   6-2 25-7
Blue Mtn.   6-2 22-9
Yakima Valley 6-2 19-6
Tr. Valley   3-5 6-16
Wenatchee  2-6 8-15
Col. Basin 1-7 13-16
Big Bend    1-7  8-19
WEST
Tacoma   5-1 23-8
Clark   4-2 7-11
GR. River 3-3 9-15 
Pierce   3-3 9-15
Highline   3-3 9-16
L. Columbia 2-4 12-21
Centralia   1-5 3-19
SOUTH
Linn-Benton    5-0  27-50
Mt. Hood    4-1  19-3
Clackamas    3-2  22-13
Umpqua      2-3  15-19
Chemeketa  1-4 8-13
SWOregon  0-5 9-13

          BY KEVIN BODLE
Staff Reporter 

The Lady Thunderbirds 
moved within one point of sec-
ond place last week with two 
wins in two games.

The women first traveled 
down I-5 last Wednesday on 
Oct. 5 to face a struggling Ta-
coma team. 

Highline was without start-
ing center back Emily Schuck 
due to injury, which left the 
team with a lot of holes to fill. 

“We had three girls playing 
new spots,” said Head Coach 
Tom Moore.

Tacoma came out with high 
pressure in the first half, which 
gave the women a lot of trouble. 

“Our passing was bad, and 
we had no communication,” 
said Captain Dani Streuli.

Delaney Smith struck first 
for the Titans in the 30th min-
ute, who were using the small 
home field to their advantage.

“We weren’t playing our 
game, and we weren’t doing the 
little things right,” said defender 
Katie LaBorde

The Thunderbirds made a 
tactical adjustment at halftime, 
which paid off. With lots of 
space on the outsides and real-
izing they had the speed advan-
tage, “I saw the mismatch, and 
attacked it in the second half,” 
said Coach Moore. 

Attack it they did. Highline 
had a constant presence in the 
Tacoma defense, and with only 
five minutes gone in the half 
Chenelle Green finally put the 
ball in the back of the net, with 
an assist coming from Kristen 

Piephoff. 
Having the momentum, 

Highline didn’t let down, put-
ting a lot of dangerous balls in 
front of the Tacoma goal, but 
struggled to put the winning 
goal away.

Lauren Johnson fixed that by 
putting the winning goal away 
in the 70th minute.

“We needed this win,” said 
Coach Moore.

Highline next came home 
for the first time in two weeks 
to face second-place Bellevue 
on Saturday, and put on a good 
show for the home crowd.   

Bellevue which went to the 
final four last year, was “not as 
dynamic as I thought they’d be,” 
said Coach Moore.

The Lady Thunderbirds 
opened the scoring with a goal 
by Kristen Piephoff in the 13th 
minute, with an assist coming 
from Emma Gremer.

Alexis Jones answered for 
the B-ulldogs right before half-
time evening the score at 1-1.

The deadlock was broken in 
the 60th minute after Chenelle 
Green was pulled down in the 
box and Streuli did the honors 
and put the penalty kick away.

“We held possession and 
used our athleticism to our ad-
vantage,” said LaBorde

This pulled Highline within 
one point of Bellevue with six 
games to play, and almost cer-
tainly guarantees them a playoff 
position.

Coach Moore said that moti-
vation in their upcoming game 
versus Olympic who they play 
on Wednesday Oct. 19 won’t be 
a problem.

 “Olympic beat us last year to 
put us in third place, and made 
us travel instead of staying 
home for playoffs,” he said.

On Saturday, Oct. 22, the 

Lady ‘Birds win without starting center

Corey Sun/THUNDERWORD
Katie Laborde drives past Bellevue defenders on Oct. 15

Lady Thunderbirds face a Low-
er Columbia team that has im-
proved since last time Highline 
faced them, 

“Peninsula only beat them 
1-0 which is really surprising,” 
said Coach Moore. Peninsula is 

By ANTHONY BERTOLUCCI
Staff Reporter

The women’s volleyball team 
stayed in third place despite a 
loss in league play last week.

Highline lost to the Pierce 
Raiders on Wednesday, Oct.12. 
The T-Birds are now tied for 
third in the West region, with 
Pierce and Green River battling 
for the third and fourth spots to 
make the playoffs.

Highline lost in four sets, 25-
17, 25-15, 20-25, 25-18.

After the loss Highline’s set-

ter, Haley Dunham, said “The 
game was a definite disappoint-
ment for the entire team, but 
we’re moving on.”

Head Coach Chris Littleman 
said the team did everything 
wrong that resulted in them los-
ing the game.

Highline competed in the 
Spokane Crossover tournament 
where they went 2-2 with wins 
over Whatcom and Olympic, 
and with losses against Spokane 
and Wenatchee on Oct. 14-15. 

Highline’s Aurora Vasquez 
was named to the all All-Tour-
nament team.

“The weekend as a whole was 
successful for us as individuals 
to improve in something new,” 
Dunham said.  “We celebrated 
on the court better than usual, 
and became more of a team. 
Pushing through aches, pains 

and sickness; digging deep. 
“Consistency on the court is 

something we definitely need 
to work on. We constantly have 
our ups and downs, but they’re 
getting less dramatic,” she said.

Littleman said that his team 
played ok. 

“Showed an improvement in 
the overall play… but still need 
to improve on consistency.”

“I am pretty confident in us 
as a whole. Within the tourna-
ment, we worked in different 
positions on the court and it 
made us more versatile,” Dun-
ham said.  “Also, Rebekah 
[Young, middle blocker] came 
into her own this tournament, 
giving everyone more confi-
dence in her. And we came back 
from an 11 or 12 point deficit so 
we know we can work hard.”

Highline had a home match 

against Lower Columbia on 
Oct.19 with results unavailable 
at press time.

Highline’s team leaders in 
statistics through Oct.13 in-
clude: Aurora Vasquez, 34 kills 
(attacks resulting in an im-
mediate point), 3.78 per game; 
Taylor Johnson, 60 assists; Re-
bekah Young/Aurora Vasquez 
9 blocks, Taylor Johnson, 6 
service aces (A serve that’s not 
passable and results immediate-
ly in a point.); Elizabeth Villan-
ueva / Haley Dunham 26 digs 
(passing a spiked or rapidly hit 
ball.)

The next volleyball game 
will be on Monday, Oct.24 at 
7 p.m. in the Pavilion against 
Tacoma following a match on 
Wednesday, Oct. 26 at 7 p.m. in 
the Pavilion against Clark Com-
munity College.

the first place-team in the West 
Division.

Highline is without center 
back Schuck for the next two 
games but she is expected to re-
turn for the Peninsula game on 
Oct. 26. 

Emily Schuck is 
still out injured

Volleyball tied for third place with a loss 
Aurora Vasquez 
selected to all-
tournament team
in Spokane
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By MICAH MORRILL
Staff Reporter

The star of this year’s 
fall drama production 
jokes that he’s mar-

ried to the theater, but he’s per-
fectly single for any potential 
leading ladies out there.

Zach Ginther-Hutt will be 
playing the lead for the Drama 
Department’s fall production. 

Fortinbras will mark Gin-
ther-Hutt’s 15th performance as 
an actor and his seventh show at 
Highline.

“I have been the lead in three 
or four shows,” he said, but, 
“Fortinbras is definitely the 
largest amount of lines I’ve had 
to memorize.”

Ginther-Hutt said that this 
show, “Is like a comedic sequel 

to Hamlet, only it is written in 
modern-day English, so it’s 
very easy for the general audi-
ence to understand it.” 

“I like the script, and I be-
lieve this show is going to draw 
some serious laughs from the 
audience,” he said.

During his freshman year, 
Ginther-Hutt began his partici-
pation in drama at Todd Beamer 
High School. 

“I had always been really 
interested in theater, but I had 
never had a real opportunity to 
try it out until I reached high 
school,” he said.

After his sophomore year, 
the funding for Todd Beamer’s 
theater program was cut, caus-
ing the department to be run 
for the next two years by drama 
club students. 

“Those were some of the 
most stressful times in my life,” 
he said.  “I feel however those 
two years taught me the impor-
tance of staying committed to 
something you believe in, and 
not giving up when the going 
gets tough.”

“I basically didn’t ever want 
to act after those two emotion-
ally draining years, but I con-
vinced myself at Highline to 
try out one more time just for 
laughs, and well, here I am, sev-
en shows later,” Ginther-Hutt 
said.

In which Some notable pro-
ductions that he has been in-
volved include Twelfth Night, 
Once Upon a Mattress, Arsenic 
and Old Lace, Antigone, The 
Adding Machine and Texarkana 
Waltz. 

A man for all 

Zach Ginther-Hutt takes the lead once again
He says that one of his most 

memorable shows was Once 
Upon a Mattress his sophomore 
year. There were a lot of seniors 
in the cast, and, “It was their 
energy to give it 100 percent, 
combined with the excitement 
and anxiety of landing my first 
lead in a production, that made 
this particular show memorable 
forever,” he said.

After graduating from High-
line with his associate’s degree, 
Ginther-Hutt plans too attend 
Western Washington Univer-
sity, where he will pursue a ma-

jor in history or geology and a 
minor in theater.

His other interests include 
the outdoors, such as hiking, 
mountain climbing, spending 
time with friends, and taking 
walks. 

“I like walking a lot. It’s my 
time to clear my mind on my 
way to the next rat race,” he 
said. 

Though  he is not really sure 
where he wants acting to take 
him in his life, he said, “I’d love 
to be able to do one show a year 
until the end of my days.”

STAGES

Your teaching 
career starts here.

Highline Community College and Heritage University have 

joined hands to help you seamlessly expand your AA or 

AS degree into a Bachelor of Education.  For details, visit 

Heritage’s office in Highline’s Academic Affairs Building (Bldg. 

9) or contact us at 206-870-5930 or seattle@heritage.edu.

BY SHAIMA SHAMDEEN 
Staff Reporter

Students can enjoy high- 
quality art programs without 
burning a hole in their pockets. 

If you are looking for a laugh, 
Jet City Improv offers student 
tickets for $10. The show is a 
fast-paced, audience-interactive 
improv appropriate for all ages.

The 90-minute show differs 
with each performance, based 
on audience suggestions and in-
teraction. 

Performances take place 
every Friday and Saturday at 
10:30 p.m. and most Saturdays 
at 8 p.m. 

Tickets can be purchased on-
line at www.jetcityimprov.com 
or on a first-come first-served 

basis at the box office at 5510 
University Way NE starting 30 
minutes before show time. 

Pacific Northwest Ballet 
offers half-price rush tickets, 
available to students begin-
ning 90 minutes prior to curtain 
time. The discount is subject to 
availability. The ballet also of-
fers a 20 percent discount for 
teachers. 

Love Story is the next ballet 
performance going on at Pacific 
Northwest Ballet. The show, 
premiering at the ballet, runs 
Nov. 4 to 13. It is a mix of well-
known romantic stories, such as 
Black Swan from Swan Lake, 
Aurora’s Wedding from Sleep-
ing Beauty, and the balcony 
scene from Romeo and Juliet. 

Tickets can be purchased 

at www.pnb.org or in person 
at McCaw Hall, at 321 Mercer 
St., on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Manager of marketing 
at the ballet, Joanna Hardie, 
said, “There is almost always 
availability, but with the bigger 
shows, students can call in ear-
lier to make sure there are seats 
open.” Students can call 206-
441-2424 to check for availabil-
ity. 

Special performances, such 
as The Nutcracker, are excluded 
from all discount deals. 

Students 19 years old and un-
der can sign up online for Teen-
Tix at www.seattlecenter.com/

Students receive cheap discounts

See Discounts, page 10
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What’s 
Happening?teentix and purchase tick-

ets to Pacific Northwest Ballet 
performances and other local 
music, dance, theatre and art 
events for only $5. 

Students fill out an applica-
tion online and within a week 
will receive a TeenTix pass in 
the mail. The student can then 
show up at any time that the box 
office is open on the day of the 
show they want to attend, show 
your TeenTix pass and your 
school ID or Driver’s License, 
and buy a $5 ticket with cash. 
Debit and credit cards are not 
accepted. 

Participating organizations 
include, but are not limited to 
the ACT Theatre, ArtsWest lo-
cated at 4711 California Avenue 
SW, Bellevue Arts Museum 
located 510 Bellevue Way NE 
which also offers the second 
Wednesdays of the month free 
to all students, and the Henry 
Art Gallery located at 15th Ave-
nue NE and NE 41st Street. The 
TeenTix pass will get you free 
admission to the museum, and 
makes you eligible to purchase 
an additional $5 companion 
ticket all day, every day that the 
museum is open. 

Those looking to enjoy art 
without spending a dime can 
attend The Seattle Art Museum 
which offers free days through-
out the month with access to all 
special exhibitions. 

The first Thursday of every 
month is free to all and the sec-
ond Friday is free to teens age 
13-19 from 5-9 p.m. with iden-
tification.  Also, the Seattle Art 
Museum provides daily student 
discounts on special exibits for 
only $9 with student identifica-
tion. 

The Seattle Opera lets stu-
dents into operas for only $5 on 
the day of the show.  

Students recieve the discount 
if they are signed up for Teentix 
and provide student identifica-
tion.  

•Students can experience 
all the wit and sparkle of Os-
car Wilde, one of Britain’s 
most beloved playwrights-
without breaking the bank 
with Taproot Theatre pro-
duction of An Ideal Husband 
opens on Sept. 23 and runs 
through Oct. 22,. Taproot 
Theatre Company is located 
at 204 N. 85th St., Seattle.

•Burien Little Theater’s 
first production is a premiere 
of “Frankenstein” which fol-
lows closely to the book.  
The show will run Sept. 30 
through Oct. 30 and on the 
first Saturday of each produc-
tion; they are offering 2-for-1 
tickets to all students, faculty, 
staff and administrators at 
Highline. To reserve 2-for-1 
tickets, email in advance at 
tickets@biurienlittletheatre.
org.  Regular tickets are $18 
for general, $15 for student/
senior and can be bought on-
line at http://www.burienlittle-
theatre.org 

•Well known expert guitar-
ist and multi- instrumentalist/
composer Mike Keneally will 
be performing at The Ren-
dezvous, in Seattle, 2322 
2nd Ave., on Oct. 18 at 8 p.m.  
Tickets are $20 and can be 
purchased on-line at http://
www.jewelboxtheater.com or 
by calling 206-441-5823.

•The 5th Avenue Theatre’s 
production of Saving Aimee, 
a new musical based on a 
true story, opened on Sept. 
30 and runs through Oct. 29 
at 1308 5th Ave. in Down-
town Seattle. To reserve 
tickets, contact Bridget at 
bsummers@5thavenue.org. 

•Des Moines’ Arts Alive 
family performance series 
begins on Saturday, Oct. 15 
and will be held on the third 
Saturday of every month 
through March.  At the Field 
House 1000 S. 220th St. 
Tickets are $5 in advance 
and $7 at the door. 

•The Ruth Moody band, a 
multi-instrumentalist musi-
cal group, will be performing 
at the Kentwood Performing 
Arts Center on Oct. 29 at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $24 for 
general, $22 for senior and 
$18 for youth.

• Pratt Fine Arts Center in 
Seattle, at 1902 South Main 
St. is holding its annual open 
house called One Hot Night.  
The art studio with provide an 
animated environment for the 
public to learn about visual 
art.  The event will take place 
on Nov. 12 from 6-9 p.m. and 
is free to the public.  Artists 
will demonstrate their unique 
styles and offer a chance to 
meet the instructors. 

continued from page 9

Discounts

A new season for theater has 
begun and numerous produc-
tions are showing at theaters in 
the Seattle area. 

•Burien Little Theatre is per-
forming Frankenstein, a thrill-
ing story of a tragic experiment.  
The show will run through Oct. 
30 and appear every Friday and 
Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday 
at 2 p.m.  

Shows are $18 for general 
and $15 for student/senior.  
Tickets can be bought online at 
burienlittletheatre.org or at the 
door.  The theater is located at 
437 Southwest 144th St. in Bur-
ien

•Aretha at the Apollo, a trib-
ute to Aretha Franklin, is show-
ing at the Centerstage Theater 
in Federal Way, 3200 South-
west Dash Point Road.  Aretha 
Franklin is an American singer, 
songwriter, and pianist known 
as the The Queen of Soul.  

The show will run Friday, 
Oct. 21 through Saturday, Oct. 
22 at 8 p.m.  Tickets are $19.50 
for general, $10 for youth and 
can be bought online at www.
centerstagetheatre.com.

•Next up is The Mystery of 
Irma Vep showing at the Renton 
Civic Theatre and premiers on 
Oct. 21 and runs through Nov. 
5.  The production will show on 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., Fridays 
at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.

Ticket prices are $22 for 
adult, $17 for student/senior and 
can be bought online at www.
rentoncivictheater.org or at the 
door. Renton Civic Theatre is 
located at 507 South Third St. 
in Renton.

•Tacoma Little Theatre is 
showing Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde, a re-telling of the classic 
horror story by author Robert 

Louis Stevenson.  The theater is 
on 30 Academy St. in Auburn. 

The production runs Oct. 14 
through Nov. 6 and costs $15 for 
single tickets which can be or-
dered online at www.tacomalit-
tletheatre.com or at the door.  
Every Friday and Saturday the 
show will start at 7:30 p.m. and 
every Sunday 
at 2 p.m. 

•The Wiz-
ard of Oz is 
playing at 
the Auburn 
Ave Theater, 
located at 10 
Auburn Ave-
nue.  The mu-
sical classic 
will run Oct. 
14 through 
Oct. 22 at 
7:30 on Fri-
days and Sat-
urdays and 2 

MUSIC  HOLDERS

Last week’s puzzle answers

p.m. on Sundays. 
Costs for the production are 

$12 for single tickets bought on-
line at www.brownpapertickets.
com and $15 at the door.  For 
further information you can 
visit the website www.auburn-
wa.gov under arts and enter-
tainment.

Pacific Northwest Ballet
If you’re a student, you can see Swan Lake for less.

Burien Little Theater
Russ Kay as The Creature, glares at his creator Dr. Frankenstein played by Adrian Cerratos

Local theater performs thrillers 
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By RACHEL MOYER
Staff Reporter

Brenda Clubine says she is 
dedicated to being a voice for 
the silent victims of domestic 
violence.  

“We need to deal with the 
fact that over 4,700 incarcerated 
women nationwide are affected 
by domestic violence.  Way too 
many women lose their lives ev-
ery year.  This is my passion,” 
said Clubine, a women’s ad-
vocate in a phone interview in 
California.  

Clubine was the keynote 
speaker at Highline’s Women’s 
Celebration last year.

Clubine explained that she 
endured years of physical abuse 
at the hands of her husband and 
one night she found herself in 
the fight for her life.  Clubine hit 
her husband over the head with 
a wine bottle and fled to safety.  
Her husband died and Clubine 
was charged with second de-
gree murder and sentenced to 
15 years to life in prison.  

Due to the Habeas Project of 
California, which led to Con-
victed Women Against Abuse 
(CWAA), Clubine was released 
from prison in October 2008 
after serving 26 years of a 
15-years-to-life sentence.  

Clubine says that she was 
partially responsible for the Ha-
beas Project law being passed.  
Under this law, women who 
were battered and murdered in 
self- defense can be released 
from prison.  

 “It is important to educate 
people as to why women do 
not leave abusive relationships; 
these women are not gluttons 
for punishment,” Clubine said.  
“The issue is that more wom-
en in abusive relationships are 

killed after they leave.  This 
is partially why many do not 
leave.” 

Clubine explains that these 
women try so hard to make 
it right.  But they can never 
make it right to stop the hitting.  
They try to listen better and do 
things different, but the hitting 
does not stop.  They start to 
keep their mouth shut, yet still 
the hitting still does not stop.  
Clubine knows this all too well, 
as she experienced this herself. 

“If something doesn’t feel 
right to you, follow your first 
mind; I didn’t follow my first 
mind that night and it cost me 
26 years of my life.  Why should 
it cost these women so many 
years of their lives?” Clubine 
said.  

Women do not always listen 
to their own personal spirit tell-
ing them to leave or get away. 
If people understood that when 
a battered woman leaves, her 
risk of being killed increases 
75 percent, the question as to 
why women stay would cease 
to be asked, Clubine explained.  
Clubine wants to see the popu-
lace stop blaming domestic vio-
lence victims.  

“If you are in an abusive rela-
tionship you should tell someone 
you trust and share what you are 

going through.  It is important 
to let someone know what is 
happening to you, whether it be 
a college counselor, teacher or 
friend; by telling someone what 
is happening to you, you do not 
feel as alone.  This is vitally 
important, because domestic 
violence victims,” Clubine said, 
“feel so alone and like there is 
no one to trust.”

Clubine is the founder and 
executive director of Every 
9 Seconds, a domestic vio-
lence non-profit organization.   
Clubine educates the public on 
domestic violence prevention 
and intervention, and works 
with legislative legal advocacy 
on behalf of incarcerated do-
mestic violence survivors.   

Clubine wants every state to 
have intimate partner violence 
laws to protect incarcerated and 
not incarcerated victims of do-
mestic violence.  

“I think it is really impor-
tant.  Someone needs to be the 
voice on the both sides and I 
am willing to be that voice.  At 
some point this type of advoca-
cy won’t be necessary, but right 
now it is,” Clubine said.

Every 9 Seconds works to 
build relationships with legis-
lative representatives to facili-
tate legal precedence in states 

Advocate continues to help victims of violence
across the country.  Attorneys 
are encouraged to take on pro-
bono cases to assist in getting 
victims of domestic violence 
released from their prison sen-
tences, Clubine explained. 

“I am just trying to make a 
difference,” Clubine said.  Ev-
ery 9 Seconds is even holding 
a large fundraiser golf tourna-
ment on March 10, 2012 in Cali-
fornia, Clubine said. 

If you want to get involved in 
Every 9 Seconds, you can con-
tact www.every9seconds.com 
and volunteer by: assisting in 
research for different projects, 
help with the moral letter sup-
port campaign, petition parole 
hearings and help people await-
ing court decisions from the 
governor, Clubine said.

Clubine encourages the 

Highline community to get in-
volved and help incarcerated 
domestic violence victims. 

“If we can change the law in 
California from inside a prison, 
why can’t people from the out-
side do their best to help too?” 
Clubine asked.  

 “Highline students and staff 
can contact local prisons and 
find out how many domestic vi-
olence survivors are there, start 
putting your heads together to 
work for the social injustice 
project in your community and 
what each of you can do to fight 
for these women,” Clubine said.  
“You can also contact local at-
torneys and encourage them 
to do pro-bono work and look 
at the open self-defense cases.  
You can even petition the courts 
and make your voice heard.”

 

Erika Wigren/THUNDERWORD
Bradley Nelson, left, paints a shirt for The Clothesline Project to 
raise awareness of domestic violence, Tuesday, Oct. 18.  The t-
shirts, below, are hung in Building 6.

Got news? 
thunderword

@highline.edu
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By ZAHRA NIAZI
Staff Reporter

The elections in Kent in-
volve many different candidates 
with a lot of divided views over 
many issues.

•For council position No. 1 
incumbent Deborah Ranniger 
is being challenged by Bailey 
Stober.

With a Ph.D. in speech com-
munication, a bachelor’s de-
grees in and landscape architec-
ture, Ranniger’s priorities are 
providing a safe and sustainable 
city for all citizens of Kent.

Having been on the city 
council for the past eight years, 
Ranniger said she promotes 
economic development and val-
ues what the community has to 
say.

Ranniger did not respond to 
requests for an interview.

At age 20, Stober may be the 
youngest candidate, but he has 
been involved in politics since 
he was 13 years old.

Working as a loss preven-
tion manager in a major depart-
ment store, Stober said that he 
oversees and protects the assets 
of the company as well as ana-
lyzes their $12.5 million budget. 
He thinks this is a huge contri-

bution to his role on the city 
council.

“I along with others feel that 
she [Ranniger] is out of touch 
with common residents and 
hasn’t accomplished a substan-
tial amount in the past eight 
years,” said Stober. He said that 
he brings a fresh vision and 
voice to the city council.

Stober said that public safety, 
human services, and economic 
development are key to ensur-
ing the success of the city of 
Kent. 

“We need to re-establish a 
broken relationship with the 
residents of Kent. Government 
mistrust is high and morale is 
low. It is time to show residents 
we will be accountable to them 
and they are what make this 
City great,” said Stober.

•For council position No. 3, 
incumbent Les Thomas is being 
challenged by Nancy Skorupa.

Serving on the City Council 
for the past eight years, Thomas 
said that taxes need to continu-
ally be reduced and projects 

By ZAHRA NIAZI
Staff Reporter 

Burien city candidates are 
divided over the annexation in 
the North Highline area.

•Running for council posi-
tion No. 6 is incumbent Gerald 
Robinson and his opponent is 
Debi Wagner

Incumbent Robinson is for 
the annexation in the North 
Highline area, he feels that this 
is a crucial part to the success of 
the city of Burien.

“My parents had been active 
in local Democratic party poli-
tics, and I was a delegate to the 
King County Democrats county 
convention while I was still in 
high school,” said Robinson. 

“I became active in the White 
Center Chamber of Commerce, 
and several other community 
groups, in the mid-1980s, which 
got me involved in community 
politics without being in the 
party system,” said Robinson.  
Serving on many different types 
of councils; Robinson said that 
his experience is greater than 
that of his opponent’s.

Robinson feels that the an-
nexation of the North Highline 
area is one of the most impor-
tant issues at hand and through 
that initiative all other issues 
can be worked towards; public 
safety, police, parks and trans-
portation as well as house eq-
uity and economic development 
are the other issues he wants to 
focus on.

His opponent Debi Wagner 
has different areas on which she 
wants to focus on.

 “I respect the public, I think 
they have a lot of good ideas,” 
said Wagner. She is not for the 
annexation but the issues she 
would like to take care of are 
the environment and protect-
ing it, transportation as well as 
spending.

Wagner said that spending 
should be cut instead of raising 
taxes to fix the city’s problems. 
As a local customer service rep-
resentative at Fred Meyer, Wag-
ner said that she always hears 
people talking about taxes, 
government spending, and how 
money is being wasted.

Wagner said that she has a lot 
of experience in politics; she led 
a CASE (Citizens Against Sea-
Tac Expansion) group in 1996 
against the expansion of the 
runway in the Seattle Tacoma 
area and has continually been 
involved in the community ever 
since. 

•Running for council posi-
tion No. 2 is incumbent Lucy 
Krakowiak against candidate 
Greg Duff.

Living in the city of Burien 
for over 20 years and being a 
business owner, Lucy Krakow-
iak has been involved in many 
different programs, such as 
high school mentoring and vol-
unteer programs within the city.

She does not support the an-
nexation proposal of the North 
Highline area.

within the city such as work 
around the ShoWare center need 
to be completed.

His opponent, Nancy Skoru-
pa, is more worried about eco-
nomic growth and creating 
more jobs for the people of 
Kent.

President and CEO of Re-
naissance Yarns, Skorupa said 
she understands how important 
small business are to the city’s 
growth and that small business-
es are the key to a better city.

Neither candidate responded 
to requests for interviews.

•For council position No. 5, 
incumbent Debbie Raplee is be-
ing challenged by Bill Boyce.

Serving on the council for 
the past four years, Raplee said 
she wants to continue with all 
the accomplishments; improv-
ing transportation and making 
sure tax dollars are not misused.

Currently working at Boeing 
in the Human Resources de-

partment for 23 years now, Bill 
Boyce said he wants the city to 
be fiscally responsible. 

In addition, serving on the 
Kent School District Board of 
Directors for 16 years, Boyce 
wants to ensure the safety of the 
city for all citizens.

•Running for council posi-
tion No. 7 are Dana Ralph and 
Michael S. Sealfon.

Ralph said that being in-
volved in the community is the 
most important thing through-
out this whole campaign. 

 “Eight years ago I was frus-
trated with the development 
that was going on the street in 
my neighborhood and I con-
tacted the mayors’ office and 
he told me that if you want to 
see change you have to get in-
volved,” said Ralph.

And that’s what she did; pre-
vious mayor Jim White was in 
office but he appointed her to a 
city planning board.  She later 

was appointed to the Arts Com-
mission. Ralph is also involved 
in the Kent Kiwanis club. 

 Her top issues are commu-
nity and family safety, making 
sure that everybody feels safe in 
their neighborhoods and main-
taining roads, parks, etc., the 
core services of the city. 

“I have a long track record 
of community involvement and 
leadership and I have been en-
dorsed by both policemen and 
firefighters for my commitment 
to community and public safe-
ty,” said Ralph. 

With a Ph.D. in clinical 
chemistry from Ohio State Uni-
versity and a master’s from the 
University of Tennessee, Mi-
chael S. Sealfon said he wants 
to focus on community service 
activities and involving the citi-
zens in politics.

Sealfon and Ralph failed to 
respond to requests for inter-
views. 

Kent City Council Elections heat up as November closes in

StoberRanniger Boyce RapleeThomas Skorupa

Burien candidates split over annexing North Highline
Greg Duff is also very in-

volved in his community; rang-
ing from a baseball coach to a 
veteran as well as a small busi-
ness owner, he feels all of these 
contribute to his campaign run.

He wants to look out for all 
the people in the city of Burien 
and make sure that facilities are 
maintained as far as parks and 
community centers go.

Attempts were made to con-
tact both Krakowiak and Duff 
but no response was received 
from either candidate.

•The last pair of candidates 
running is incumbent Gordon 
M. Shaw and his opponent Bob 
Edgar.

Serving on Burien’s council 
for the past eight years, Gordon 
M. Shaw wants to diversify the 
economy and as well as expand 
it. 

His thoughts on the annexa-
tion proposal are fairly simple; 
if the proposal can go through 
without subsidizing existing 
residents, he will vote for it.

Bob Edgar is involved in the 
field of corporate education, but 
has a lot of experience in busi-
ness and he believes that this 
knowledge will only assist him 
in the campaign. 

Edgar says he will take his 
time deciding on whether the 
annexation of the North High-
line area is beneficial for the 
community.

Attempts were made to con-
tact both Shaw and Edgar but 
no response was received.

Robinson Wagner

Krakowiak Duff

Shaw Edgar
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By EVGENIYA DOKUKINA
Staff Reporter

SeaTac City Council candi-
dates are divided over a propo-
sition that would change the 
current form of government.

During the upcoming elec-
tions SeaTac voters will have a 
chance to vote on councilmem-
ber positions No. 1, 3, 5, and 7, 
as well as vote on whether to 
change the form of city govern-
ment to a separately elected, 
“strong” mayor arrangement.  
Currently, the mayor is simply a 
member of the council and has 
no executive authority in gov-
ernment.

Members of City Council are 
elected by the voters for four-
year terms.  Terms are staggered 
to avoid a complete changeover 
of City Council.

Once SeaTac voters mail in 
their ballots on Nov. 8, the elect-
ed council members will make 
policy, land use, and budget de-
cisions to be carried out by the 
city manager. 

•The race for the council Po-
sition No. 1 is a head-to-head 
contest between incumbent 
Councilmember Gene Fisher 
and Barry Ladenburg.

Gene Fisher has been on the 
council since 2000. He did not 
respond to request for an inter-
view.

Fisher is a businessman, 
commercial fisherman, Christ-
mas tree farmer, and an expert 
witness for Technical Advisory 
Services for Attorneys.  

On the King County Elec-
tions Website, http://kingcoun-
ty.gov/elections, Fisher’s state-
ment reads “I firmly believe 
the purpose of government is to 
serve the people, not the other 
way around.”  

“I support the change of gov-
ernment (COG) and the citi-
zens’ unalienable right to elect 
the Mayor of the city.”  

He also writes, “I am a prop-
erty rights advocate and have 
fought for many years for less 
bureaucracy in government.” 

Fisher’s opponent Laden-
burg, 52, works as an elite 
technician for King County.  In 
2009 he was appointed to the 
SeaTac City Council for a year. 

“I live in SeaTac and want to 
make it a better place for all to 
work live and play,” said Laden-
burg. 

“One of the things I’d like 
to do is I would like to contin-
ue partnerships with Highline 
School District and also bring 
in better paying jobs,” Laden-
burg said. 

Bringing in better jobs would 
help raise the overall standing 
of the city, he said.

“We can attract business 
by providing an environment 
where it can prosper. You do 
that through incentive pro-

grams, coding and zoning,” said 
Ladenburg. 

Ladenburg said his oppo-
nent, Fisher, missed a lot of 
council meetings because of 
his business. “I will actually 
be there. It’s hard to represent 
people when you are not there,” 
he said.

Ladenburg is against Propo-
sition No. 1, which would cre-
ate a separately elected mayor. 
He said it would create another 
layer of government.  “We don’t 
need government at an addi-
tional cost.” 

People who are voting in fa-
vor of it give the impression that 
they are trying to lighten their 
load, Ladenburg said. 

•In the race for council Po-
sition No. 3, candidate Sandra 
Cook Bensley said she is con-
cerned about budget, while 
Terry Anderson said she wants 
to encourage diverse groups in 
the community to become more 
involved.

“Years ago when the city just 
started, most people weren’t 
quite as diverse,” Anderson 
said. 

 She said she would like to 
encourage residents to get more 
involved with the city and not 
make them feel like outsiders. 
“We need to bring us all to-
gether.” 

 Anderson has been on the 
City Council since the city was 
founded. She has served on the 
council as mayor, deputy mayor 
and councilmember since 1989. 

Her knowledge and experi-
ence on the job is what sets her 
apart from her opponent, said 
Anderson. The more you do 
something, the better you get at 
it she said. 

Anderson is in favor of Prop-
osition No. 1. She has always 
been against the elected mayor 
until now, said Anderson. It 
would make people feel more 
confident in their community, 
she said. 

“We can always turn around 
and go back again,” Anderson 
said. 

Sandra Cook-Bensley, An-
derson’s opponent for Position 
No. 3, is also in favor of Propo-
sition No.1. 

“I think it’s our right and re-

sponsibility to choose our lead-
ers,” she said.

Bensley said she is running 
for the position because she has 
an interest in politics and can 
make a difference in the city of 
SeaTac.  

“I have an accounting back-
ground, which is one of the 
reasons I’m running. The city 
should be able to balance the 
budget instead of using creative 
book keeping,” Bensley said.  

Generating business in our 
community is something the 
city is having trouble with, said 
Bensley. “We lose more than 
we bring in.” She said the coun-
cil and the community need to 
make sure the environment is 
favorable for new business de-
velopment. 

•Dave Bush, who turns 69 
in November, graduated from 
Olympic College and Central 
Washington State University, 
and he is running for Council 
Position No. 5. 

After serving seven years in 
Marine Corps, as sergeant and 
drill sergeant, he now is a real 
estate broker. 

“It’s my first time ever run-
ning,” said Bush. “Ralph Shape 
[the current Position No. 5 coun-
cilmember] asked me to run for 
the office.” 

Several other councilmem-
bers and leaders in the commu-
nity, asked him to participate, 
he said. 

“My work in the community 
is what distinguishes me,” Bush 
said. 

Bush was president of Tyee 
High School’s PTSA and on 
YMCA board for seven years. 
As well he was a member of 
Highline Schools Foundation, 
the SeaTac Rotary, and is an ac-
tive member of citizen police 
patrol. 

“I worked over 20 years for 
the community,” he said. 

Bush said he wants to work 
on getting the community more 
involved. 

“One bigger problem besides 
crime is that we have about 61 
percent of the public from dif-
ferent culture groups, we need 
to get them involved in the com-
munity.” 

He opposes Proposition 
No.1. “I’m against the elected 
mayor because it will cost the 
city about $250,000,” Bush said. 

Bush’s opponent for Position 
No.5, Michael T. Kovacs dis-
agrees. He is in favor of Propo-

sition No. 1, because people of 
SeaTac have the right to choose 
their leaders, said Kovacs. 

Kovacs, 52, works as a qual-
ity systems auditor at Boeing. 
He said he was actively engaged 
with the city council since late 
1990, and has lost his run for a 
council position in 2009.

“I have always been inter-
ested in politics, probably ever 
since I was a child,” Kovacs 
said. “I want to improve our 
city because I lived her for 25 
years and a lot of things have 
changed.” 

Kovacs said some tough 
problems facing the city are 
continued degradation and pub-
lic safety getting worse, as well 
as the city not having a solid 
citizen base.

“Now about 50 percent of the 
houses are rental houses,” Ko-
vacs said. “That’s not good peo-
ple have a vested interest in the 
community from time to time.” 

“I believe in working with 
all people,” said Kovacs. “The 
community needs to be in-
volved.” 

Kovacs said he is involved in 
the community by volunteering 
for American Society for Qual-
ity, an organization that tries to 
improve quality of life in the 
area.

“I pledge if elected that I will 
donate 50 percent of my salary 
to charity groups in the city of 
SeaTac,” said Kovacs. 

•For council Position No. 7, 
incumbent Mia Su-Ling Gre-
gerson is running against Erin 
Sitterley. 

Gregerson, 37, is a business 
manager for a dental clinic in 
West Seattle. She received her 
bachelor’s degree in history 
from the University of Wash-
ington, and is a private pilot. 

“I was asked to run when 
there was an open seat when a 
former councilmember stepped 
down in 2007,” said Gregerson. 

She has served on the City 
Council Position No. 7 for the 
past term and is now seeking 
reelection. 

Gregerson said she is pro-
gressive, and believes govern-
ment should be able to fund 
some of the human services 
programs. 

“I would like to think that I 
have been working very hard to 
build bridges within the schools 
and amongst other jurisdictions 
– especially in the Highline 
School District area,” said Gre-

gerson. 
She said she has also spear-

headed the electric car charging 
stations that are now located at 
City Hall, and several other pro-
grams. 

The proposition to change 
the current form of government 
is dividing the city and could be 
a challenge to the city, said Gre-
gerson. 

This proposition has been 
brought up several times over 
the past years, and so far the 
voters were not in favor of it. 

Gregerson said people spend 
their time trying to show that 
the city is not performing well 
and is being run poorly and in-
efficiently. “This is very nega-
tive and keeps the city from 
moving forward,” she said. 

Erin Sitterley, 47, who works 
as a speech language patholo-
gist, hopes to unseat the incum-
bent Gregerson. 

Sitterley has been a resident 
of SeaTac for 22 years, said that 
back in the day when she first 
moved to SeaTac the property 
value was increasing, however, 
it is not like that anymore. 

“Our neighborhoods are not 
as livable anymore. There is no 
sense of community and stabil-
ity,” Sitterley said. “Small busi-
nesses have left, they can’t get a 
foothold.”

Good jobs are not being cre-
ated, said Sitterley.

She said she wants to work 
on creating an atmosphere for 
meaningful economic develop-
ment for citizens.

One of the tough issues fac-
ing the city is the way taxpayer 
dollars are spent, said Sitterley. 
“There is this attitude that we 
have always spent our money 
this way and will continue to do 
that. Rather than taking a hard 
look at what we spend,” she 
said. 

“I’m committed, have time, 
energy and resources that can 
be committed to the job,” Sit-
terley said. 

Her experience as a Civil 
Service Commissioner, elected 
precinct officer, and communi-
ty leader make her a well-qual-
ified candidate for the position, 
she said.

Sitterley is in favor of Propo-
sition No. 1, the elected mayor. 

“The current form of gov-
ernment, city manager is not 
responsive to the citizens, and 
largely focused on interests out-
side the city,” said Sitterley.

SeaTac voters weigh change in form of government

Anderson BushFisher Ladenberg Bensley Kovacs

Gregerson Sitterley
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By ERICA MORAN
Staff Reporter

Underrepresented science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematical majors now have 
a resource at Highline to help 
them transfer to a four-year uni-
versity.

Mathematics, Engineering, 
Science Achievement (MESA) 
helps under represented stu-
dents (female, African-Amer-
ican, Latino, Native American 
and Pacific Islander) succeed 
in science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics fields 
(STEM).   

The program director, Chera 
Amlag, is also the tutoring cen-
ter science coordinator who has 
worked for academic enrich-
ment programs for the last 10 
years.

The MESA community col-
lege program has a goal to help 
students transfer to a four-year 
university and receive a bach-
elor’s degree in an approved 
major. 

To ensure a successful trans-
fer, the MESA program pro-
vides a student center, academ-
ic and transfer advising, career 
and professional development 
and academic excellence work-
shops.

“You will have a dedicated 
staff that will provide an aca-
demic success plan and provide 
resources for a successful trans-
fer to a four-year university,” 
Amlag said.

To participate in the program, 
you must meet these require-
ments: be an unde represented 
student, qualify for financial 
aid, major in science, technol-
ogy, engineering or mathemati-
cal field, intend to transfer to 
a four-year university and be a 
first generation college student.

The new student center offers 
a place for students to receive 

Trustees coming to class today

www.choose.plu.edu/transfer

Transfer to PLU Spring 2012!
There is still time to be admitted, receive financial aid, and register for classes for PLU’s 
January Term (beginning Jan. 4) or Spring Semester (beginning Feb. 8).

Why Transfer to PLU?

• PLU accepts the Direct Transfer Degree from Highline Community College. 

• With 36 majors and an average class size of 20, PLU transfer students have the opportunities of a 
large university and the personal attention of a small school.

• 96% of PLU graduates report full-time employment or enrollment in graduate school within 6 
months of graduation. 

• PLU is more affordable than you think.  Fall 2011 PLU transfer students received an average of 
$27,868 in total financial aid. 

Now is the time to start your free PLU application online for a Spring 2012 or Fall 2012 start.

YOUR PRIVATE COLLEGE OPTION

Questions?   Emily McCann
  Assistant Director of Admission
 
  253-538-6151      
  mccann@plu.edu

the help they need to be suc-
cessful. It is also where students 
can come together, eat lunch, 
use the computers, receive sup-
port and meet new people.

“You will build friendships 
and a learning community,” 
Amlag said.

Washington state has the 
most science and engineering 
jobs in the nation, but Wash-
ington has to find people out-of 
-state to fill these jobs. 

Amlag said that students are 
not aware of the program since 
they are underre presented and 
are harder to reach. The most 

By RACHEL MOYER
Staff Reporter  

If you see a slightly older, 
well-dressed person in your 
class next week, it could be a 
member of Highline’s Board of 
Trustees.   

Today, Oct. 20, the Board of 
Trustees and Highline’s Foun-
dation Board members will at-
tend class at Highline.  

The Board of Trustees over-
sees Highline on behalf of the 
community.  Members are ap-
pointed by the governor and 
serve for a few terms.  

The Highline Foundation is 
a group of community members 
devoted to raising money for the 
college. 

“The purpose of the event is 
to give our trustees, Foundation 
Board and select community 
members the opportunity to ex-
perience the campus firsthand 
―to give them a better feel for 
the kind of vibrancy that the 

Program aims to help science, engineering majors

rest of us experience every day 
here,” said Jeff Wagnitz, vice 
president of Academic Affairs.  

Wagnitz said that college of-
ficials anticipate that the experi-
ence of the members attending 
class will be beneficial in that 
they will be better equipped to 
advocate, speak up for students 
and improve decisions they 
make.

Highline did this a few years 
ago and decided to repeat it, as 
there are new board and Foun-
dation members.  It is currently 
undecided which classes the 

trustees will attend; a variety of 
courses will be offered from a 
number of different disciplines, 
so the members can pick a sub-
ject area that interests them 
most, Wagnitz explained. 

 “The Board of Trustees is 
only four people total, and while 
we hope that a lot of the [mem-
bers of the] Foundation Board 
will participate, we recognize 
that the timing conflicts with the 
demands of the business day, 
which will limit the ability of 
some of them to be here,” Wag-
nitz said. 

important thing is getting no-
ticed on campus, and that is 
what the program trying to do.  

To learn more, the program 

is having an information ses-
sion today, Thursday, Oct. 20 
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m., at the 
MESA student center in Build-
ing 26, room 319-D. You must 
walk through the Tutoring Cen-
ter to reach the MESA center. 

Their grand opening is 
Thursday, Oct. 27 from 2 p.m 
to 4 p.m. Representatives from 
Washington MESA will speak, 
and light refreshments and in-
formation about program offer-
ings will be provided. 

“I want to establish MESA 
as a well-known resource for 
Highline,” Amlag said.

MESA offers 
resources 
to students

“You will have a dedicat-
ed staff that will provide an 
academic success plan and 
provide resources for a suc-
cessful transfer to a four-year 
university.”

— Chera Amlag,
Highline MESA director

Jeff Wagnitz
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The Financial Aid Office 
cannot fix this glitch because 
the system is not fully under 
Highline’s control.

“Since the portal is part of 
the Community and Technical 
College Financial Aid Manage-
ment System, we cannot make 
any changes or updates locally.  
However, we communicate our 
concerns and suggestions to the 
State Board for Community and 
Technical Colleges on a regular 
basis,” Odom said.

Highline student Mike Le is 
on financial aid and has found 
the portal helpful.

“You can go on there now 

continued from page 1

Portal

but haven’t had time to look at 
the people,” said student Dawn 
Taylor, who is a registered voter.

Another student said he 
hasn’t even looked at the ballot. 
“I’ve been so out of it lately, I 
don’t know,” said Ryan Poquiz.

Although many students did 
not know what was on the bal-
lot, some of them were more 
aware than others.

A few students knew about 
Initiative 1183. 

“I know one,” said Sarah 
Kim. “It’s about the drink-
ing law, whether or not people 
should be allowed to own pri-
vate alcohol businesses.”

continued from page 1

Votingand download everything you 
need, and turn it in the drop box 
[in Building 6]. … I think it’s 
really convenient and it’s one 
stop place for students to go 
check forms and the status for 
their award years,” Le said.

Odom said she wants stu-
dents who haven’t used the por-
tal to talk to their friends and 
colleagues who use the portal, 
and “you will find out that it is 
easy to use and will save your 
time,” Odom said.

The deadline for financial aid 
for Winter Quarter was Oct. 12.

To visit the Financial Aid 
Portal, access http://financi-
alaid.highline.edu/portal.php.  
The Financial Aid office is in 
Building 6 and is open 8 a.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. on Monday and 
Tuesday, and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Thursday.

Student Andrea Mutschler 
said, “I know about the liquor 
law because it’s on T.V. non-
stop. I also know about the ini-
tiative involving transportation 
and Washington bridges.”

While students did not know 
much about what was on the 
ballot, 48 percent of those sur-
veyed said that they were going 
to vote. 

For those not voting there 
were many factors influencing 
their decision.

“I would vote for the presi-
dential election but that’s about 
it,” said Kaitlyn Carr. “It’s more 
interesting.  I don’t really care 
about the little stuff.”

Student Kissaundra Moreno 
said she would probably not 
vote because she doesn’t have 
enough time.

There were also those who 

cannot vote because they are not 
eligible.  Many of Highline’s 
students are too young to vote, 
while others are not American 
citizens.

“I’m not an American citi-
zen,” said one. “But even if I 
was, I probably would not vote.”

Reporters Erika Wigren, Ev-
geniya Dokukina and Trae Har-
rison contributed to this story.

By ERIKA WIGREN
Staff Reporter

Federal Way City Council 
Candidates have the same ob-
jectives, but disagree on how to 
meet them.

Positions 1, 3, 5 and 7 are on 
the ballot for the Nov. 8 elec-
tions. 

For position 1, Jim Farrell, 
incumbent councilman  and se-
nior deputy prosecutor for King 
County, is running unopposed.

For City Council position 3, 
Susan Honda is running against 
newcomer Roger Flygare, a 
U.S. army Vietnam veteran who 
received the Purple Heart.

Flygare, the CEO of Flygare 
& Associates Court Report-
ers, said he plans on improving 
businesses and providing jobs 
in Federal Way.

“I will search out opportu-
nities to make Federal Way a 
magnet to achieve an improving 
and a long lasting economic re-
covery in the core of our city,” 
he said.

Flygare said he also wants 
more outside events for fami-
lies, and to make the city a more 
family-friendly community. 

“This will not be a part time 

job for me,” Flygare said.
Honda, a University of Puget 

Sound graduate and former reg-
istered nurse said during the 
Federal way Chamber of Com-
merce Debate on Oct. 5, that her 
overall goal was to “change the 
perception of Federal Way.” 

“Experience matters,” said 
Honda, “Experience such as lis-
tening to all citizen’s input and 
concerns and doing the right 
thing.”

Honda did not respond to a 
request for an interview.

Pursuing Council position 5 
are Bob Celski and incumbent 
Jack Dovey. 

Dovey, who graduated from 
Oregon State University, is a 
former mayor and has been a 
City Council member since 
1995. Dovey said he is working 
to promote Federal Way’s eco-
nomic growth. 

His past progress includes 
the starting of the Federal Way 

Police Department, the con-
struction of celebration park 
and maintaining Federal Way’s 
budget.  

“We need to build this city so 
it is a place people want to live,” 
Dovey said during the debate, “I 
want to continue to give back.”

Celski is a U.S army veteran, 
a business owner, as well as a 
corporate executive. 

“Through my service as a 
US Army officer, my experi-
ence as a small business owner, 
and as a family man, I have 
gained a wide variety of skills 
and perspectives that will prove 

Federal Way candidates debate direction of city

invaluable to the Council,” said 
Celski.

Celski said as a City Council 
member, he will provide strong 
leadership to ensure the Federal 
Way community’s needs are 
met.

“It’s about bringing jobs into 
the city,” Celski said during the 
Oct 5 debate.

Running for City Council 
position 7 are incumbent Dini 
Duclos and software develop-
ment engineer Keith Tyler. 

Duclos graduated from the 
University of Connecticut with 
a master’s degree in Social 
Work. She is currently serving 
as Deputy Mayor and has been 
a Council Member since 2007. 
Duclos said she does not like 
to leave before she finishes her 
job. 

“I want to finish what I start-
ed,” she said.

Her main focus if she is re-
elected will be improving Fed-
eral Way’s markets, community 
gardens, and establishing block 
watches. 

Duclos said, “My vision for 
Federal Way is for it be a place 
where people will seek out to 
live and raise their families.”

Duclos’ opponent Keith Ty-

ler graduated from Northeast-
ern University with a bachelor’s 
degree. Though this is Tyler’s 
first time running, he said he 
will promote new ideas in plan-
ning and development and help 
Federal Way reach its potential 
as a regional leader. 

“One thing about Federal 
Way is that we have a fear of 
change and outside influence,” 
Tyler said, “but we need to 
move forward, not backward.”

During the debate Tyler 
said, “The slogan of this city is 
‘It’s all within reach,’ I think it 
should be, ‘It’s all right here.” 

Highline will host local city 
council candidate forums on 
Oct. 24 and 25 at 10 a.m. in 
Building 7. 

City Council candidates 
from Des Moines, Federal Way, 
SeaTac, Kent, Normandy Park 
and Tukwila have been invited.  
The forum is free and open to 
the public, and questions from 
the audience will be taken.  

The forum is being presented 
by American Government stu-
dents at the college. 

Candidate forums 
Monday and Tuesday

Dini Duclos Susan Honda Bob Celski

Keith TylerRoger Flygare Jack Dovey
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Once you’ve earned your associate degree and are thinking about 
continuing your education, a great place to consider is DeVry University. 
For 80 years we’ve been helping students reach their career goals by 
providing an accredited university education that helps to prepare them 
for the workplace. We work with community college students like you 
to transfer qualifying credits and give you the opportunity to earn your 
bachelor’s degree in as few as 18 — months — so you can get started on 
your success even sooner.

Look at some of the other great benefits we offer:

 • Financial aid*

 • Scholarships
 • Lifetime Career Services for all graduates

3 Seattle Area Locations 
Federal Way   I   Bellevue   I   Lynnwood

For more information on earning your  
bachelor’s degree, visit DeVry.edu/cc

take your  
higher education

even higher

* Available for those who qualify. DeVry University is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central 
Association, www.ncahlc.org. DeVry is certified to operate by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia. AC0060. 
DeVry University is authorized for operation by the THEC, www.state.tn.us/thec. Nashville Campus – 3343 Perimeter Hill Dr., 
Nashville, TN 37211. Program availability varies by location. ©2011 DeVry Educational Development Corp. All rights reserved. 

earn your bachelor’s degree
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