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By GABRIELLE PAULSON
Staff Reporter

If you fear the dark, 
you are not alone. 
Perhaps though, it is the idea 
that you are not alone  that is 
most terrifying.

“There’s a logic to being 
afraid of the dark for every-
body to some degree,” Highline 
professor Ruth Frickle, chair-
woman of the Social Sciences 
Division said. “It’s a survival 
mechanism.”

Frickle pointed out that hu-
mans can neither see in the 
dark, nor do they have sharp 
teeth or claws that would help 
them out in any sort of scuffle 
with a predator.

“Thinking in evolutionary 
terms, we’re pretty vulnerable,” 
she said.

This vulnerability is espe-
cially true during childhood, 
when fear of the dark is also 
more prevalent.

“You’re small, and you’re 
helpless,” Frickle said.  “Sur-
vival is totally in another per-
son’s hands.”

In addition to that, children 
have extremely active imagina-
tions, said Highline psychology 
professor Garth Neufeld.

“Children kind of spend their 
whole day in their imaginary 
world,” he said.

“From 3 to 5 [years of age], 
children have difficulty separat-
ing reality from imagination; 
their imaginations are so active 
at this time,” Neufeld said.

A part of their imagination 
involves a concept called ani-
mism; this means that children 
personify, or “give life attributes 
to everything,” he said.

Some examples could be the 
moon, a tree, or a cat, Neufeld 
said.

Then “at night [children] are 
left alone with these imagina-
tions;” he said, “and they’re 
very real.”

Frickle mentioned one of her 
own fears in the dark as a child.

“I can remember a giant frog 
in my room. That frog was gi-
gantic, and it was real,” she said.

“I was about 4.”
Student Kaelin Setter also re-

called her specific imaginations.
“When I was little, I was 

By NICK MASON
Staff Reporter

A new program gives chil-
dren of illegal immigrants a 
chance to work and get an edu-
cation while under deferred ac-
tion on immigrant status. 

The Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program 
benefits the children of illegal 
immigrants.

Bruce Lamb is the Deferred 

Action coordinator at Highline. 
He also is a paralegal profes-
sor at Highline and an attorney. 
Lamb also volunteers for the 
Northwest Immigrant Rights 
Project. 

“We have millions of people 
living in our country who are 
undocumented,” said Lamb. 

Many of them are children 
who grew up here. The largest 
groups of people come from 
Latin America and Korea, he 

said. 
The benefits of the Deferred 

Action program are deferred ac-
tion on immigration status for 
two years, and getting a Social 
Security number in order to 
work here. 

The program was launched 
in June 2012. To be eligible for 
the program you must be born 
on or after June 16, 1981, have 
come to the United States be-
fore reaching your 16th birth-

day, have continuously resided 
in the United States since June 
15, 2007 and at the time of start-
ing a Deferred Action applica-
tion, and entered the United 
States without inspection.

Some other requirements for 
eligibility are to be currently 
in school, have graduated from 
high school or obtained a Gen-

What you don’t know can scare you
Fear of the 
dark speaks 
of childhood 
vulnerability

New program to help immigrant children

Senator 
aims to 
save leave

By HIEN HONG
Staff Reporter

A bill that provides paid 
leave for families with new-
borns faces challenges in the 
Senate.

Republicans in the Sen-
ate want to get rid of the bill 
completely, but Sen. Karen 
Keiser, D-Kent, wants to ex-
pand it.

The Family Medical Leave 
Insurance law was passed in 
2007, in order to provide up 
to $250 per week for employ-
ees with newborns for up to 
five weeks. The bill is sup-
posed to take effect in 2015.

Sen. Keiser is working on 
SB 5292 to expand the law, 
which would take effect in 
2016. 

Compared to the Family 
Medical Leave Insurance law, 
SB 5292 is “much broader,” 
said Sen. Keiser. 

The bill doesn’t only ac-
count for parents with new-
borns, but also for an individ-
ual’s own injuries and family 
issues. 

Sen. Keiser’s bill, SB 
5 2 9 2 , 
w o u l d 
e x t e n d 
the pay 
up to 12 
w e e k s 
and be 
f u n d e d 
t h r o u g h 
p a y r o l l 
taxes.“[It] will cost a dollar a 
week,” Sen. Keiser said.

The bill will pay workers 
“up to a maximum of $1,000 
[per week],” said Sen. Keiser. 

Meanwhile, the Senate 
proposed SB 5159 to repeal 
the Family Medical Leave 
Insurance law from 2007.

Last week on Monday, 
SB 5159 was passed into 
the Rules Committee after 

Sen. Keiser

Luis Batlle/THUNDERWORD
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Highline’s MaST Center, located in Redondo, has lots going on 
if you are interested in your local environment.

WATER WEEKEND - Every Saturday from 10am to 2pm. Open 
FREE OF CHARGE to the public to view more than 100 local 
species in our aquarium.

SCIENCE ON THE SOUND SPEAKER SERIES - Saturdays 
throughout the month. Local scientists and environmental 
educators discuss the health of Puget Sound.

LIVE DIVER - 2nd Saturday of every month. Shows at 11 and 
noon.

WORK STUDY OR INTERN OPPORTUNITY - Work with 
the animals of Puget Sound while earning work study $$ or  
Intern credit! Contact mast@highline.edu

VOLUNTEER STEWARDS - Most of the work 
at the MaST Center is done by our team of vol-
unteers. If you are interested in volunteering 
you can come and visit the Center, or e-mail 
us at mast@highline.edu

WHAT’S 
NEW 

AT THE 
MAST 

CENTER?

Affectionate discussion 
of the science of love 

Ruth Frickle, a psychology 
professor and Social Sciences 
division chairwoman is speak-
ing on the psychology and the 
science of love at Science Semi-
nar Feb. 15. 

Science Seminar meets on 
Fridays in Building 3, room 102 
from 2:20-3:23 p.m.

Come learn about 
Social Changes 

Eric Davis, a professor of so-
ciology and ethnic studies from 
Bellevue and Tacoma Commu-
nity Colleges, is speaking on 
social change on Feb. 19.

Davis will focus on the 
change within African Ameri-
can community and intercul-
tural awareness. The event will 
take place in Mt. Constance, 
on the first floor of the Student 
Union, from 11-11:50 a.m.

The Black Student Union 
Club will discus contempo-
rary African American lead-
ers on Feb. 21 from 11-1 p.m. 
The presentation will be in the 
Inter-Cultural Center on the 
second floor of the Student 
Union, room 204. Icons such as 
Bill Cosby, and Barack and Mi-
chelle Obama will be discussed. 

Refreshments will be pro-
vided.

Apply to attend Students 
of Color Conference

The Students of Color Con-
ference application due date 
has been extended till today at 
5 p.m.

The 23rd annual Students 
of Color Conference will be 
held in Yakima on April 11-13. 
The theme this year is Awak-
ing Your Inner Scholar: Legacy, 
Resilience, Action. This confer-
ence is open to students across 
Washington.  

Students accepted to attend 
the conference will have all 
costs paid for.

For more information and an 
application go to multicultur-
alservices.highline.edu/SOCC.
php.

Support hungry 
local children

Students and community 
members are putting on a pre-
sentation about the weekend 
backpacks program in Building 
7 on Feb. 21 at 10 a.m.

Weekend backpacks is a pro-
gram that provides elementary 
school children with nutritious 

Medics assist 
a student

A student came to the 
Highline Security office in 
Building 6 on Feb. 6 report-
ing she had chest pain. 

The Security office called 
South King Fire and Rescue. 

The medics arrived and 
made sure she was okay. 

She didn’t want any treat-
ment and said she would go 
to her own doctor. 

Security unlocks cars

Two people needed assist-
ing from Highline Campus 
Security to get their cars 
unlocked, one in the South 
parking lot on Feb. 6 and one 
in the East parking lot on 
Feb. 8. 

Petty theft strikes

There was a jacket and an 
iPhone stolen in Building 21. 

Both items were not re-
covered. If you have any in-
formation please visit High-
line Campus Security in 
Building 6. 

Car gets keyed 
in East Lot

An unknown individual 
keyed a car in the East park-
ing lot on Feb. 8. 

There is no more informa-
tion involving this case. 

If you have any informa-
tion, report to the Highline 
Campus Security office in 
Building 6. 

Student reports minor 
car vandelism

An unknown person van-
dalized a student’s hood with 
a scratch on Feb. 7.

The car was in the South 
parking lot. 

If you have any informa-
tion about this incident please 
contact Highline Campus 
Security in Building 6. 

Debit card gets 
returned to owner

A debit card was found 
on Campus by Building 8 on 
Feb. 7. 

Campus Security mailed 
the debit card to the owner.

food during the weekends, by 
filling backpacks with food 
from the food bank.

A bake sale on Feb. 26 will 
be held in the Student Union 
from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. 

The money from the bake 
sale will go to the Des Moines 
Food Bank weekend backpacks 
program.

Editor to read 
Japanese Poetry

Dennis Maloney, editor and 
publisher of White Pine Press 
in Buffalo, N.C. is reading some 
of his poetry in Building 2 on 
Feb. 27.

Maloney’s poetry readings 
begin at 11 a.m. Maloney writes 
Japanese poems and will be 
reading their translations.

Local CPA speaks at 
Accounting Club

Everyone is welcome to at-
tend Accounting Club to hear 
from a local certified public ac-
countant Feb. 22.

The accountant, John Vogel, 
will share his 30-plus years of 
experience as an accountant. 

The meeting is in Building 
14, room 103 from noon-1:30 
p.m. and there will be a limited 
amount of refreshment provid-
ed. Attendees are encouraged 
to R.S.V.P. but it is not required.

For more information con-
tact Martin Mertens at martin-
mertens@juno.com or Debbi   
Perkins at DLPerkins@stu-
dents.highline.edu.

Erika Wigren/THUNDERWORD
Professor Patricia McDonald’s Education 115 class express their support for Garfield High School 
teachers who are boycotting the MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) test. Students (top row, left) 
Elona Pristatskaya, Anna Adamova, Molly Meeks, Kegan Hovda, Kelly Vance, (second row) Karla 
Barajas, Rebekah Edvalds, Molly Schulze, professor Patricia McDonald, and (in front) Kyle Hepler 
hold signs saying “Scrap the MAP” to show their support.

Pavilion and lockers 
to be renovated 

Renovations on Building 27 
and 28 begins March 21. 

Consequently, the buildings 
will be unavailable for events. 

The lockers will have to be 
removed during the renovation. 
Thus faculty or staff with lock-
ers must remove their items be-
fore the end of Winter Quarter 
on March 18.

Temporary changing areas 
and showers will be available 
during the renovation project, 
but there will be no lockers.  

Corrections 

In an article in last week’s 
Thunderword should have said 
that contractors plan to pull out 
the old asbestos and put in new 
non-asbestos insulation. 

In an article in last week’s 
Thunderword should have said 
U.S. Marshals were on campus 
Feb. 4 in a coordinated effort 
with Campus Security to arrest 
a student who had a warrant out 
for his arrest.

The student was under house 
arrest in Oregon for promoting 
prostitution.  

-Compiled by Alex Chebotar
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Student Ernest Hasha said that many of Africa’s current issues relate to their history.

By DANIEL JOYCE
Staff Reporter

African nations are still 
struggling to overcome prob-
lems in governance that can be 
traced back to periods of colo-
nialism when foreign control 
impeded crucial development.

President of the African Cham-
ber of Commerce of the Pacific 
Northwest Peter Gishuru and for-
mer Seahawk running back Tony 
Benjamin teamed up with High-
line’s own Ernest Hasha on Feb. 
6 to discuss the relationship be-
tween power and resources across 
the continent of Africa.

Hasha himself is a South Af-
rican native taking advantage 
of the Community College Ini-
tiative program.  The CCI pro-
gram enables individuals from 
select countries outside the U.S. 
to study for one year at commu-
nity colleges in the U.S.

As president of the Highline 
United Nations Affairs Club, 
Hasha partnered with the Inter-
Cultural Center to create a series 
of discussions about social jus-
tice called World Voices for Lib-
eration.  The discussions are be-
ing held every Wednesday from 
1-2 p.m. in Building 8, room 204.

Gishuru came to Seattle from 
Kenya in 1963 seeking education 
opportunities during the same 
movement that brought President 
Barack Obama’s father to Hawaii.

Gishuru graduated from Se-
attle University with a degree in 
science, owned an African im-
ports store at Pike Place Market 
for 14 years and owned his own 
real estate company for 7 years.  
Gishuru has been president of 
the African Chamber of Com-
merce since 1999.

“The goal of the ACC is to fa-
cilitate growth in trade relation-
ships between Africa and Pacific 

Northwest,” said Gishuru.
Benjamin is the president of 

Certified Transports, a truck-
ing service company based in 
Seattle, and has worked closely 
with Gishuru in the past.

Hasha addressed several rea-
sons why Africa’s current issues 
can be traced to the past.

“Many of the problems in 
governance are rooted in the 
history of Africa,” said Hasha.  
“Colonization started the prob-
lems, and in many senses neo-
colonization still exists.”

When foreign nations colo-
nized the African continent 
hundreds of years ago they not 
only imposed their ideas on the 
African people, they took away 

their need to govern them-
selves.  This enabled the people 
so much that when the foreign 
powers left, there was no lead-
ership to reorganize society.

“We must pave the way to 
understanding what impacts 
these problems [we] still have,” 
said Hasha.  “This dialogue is 
a place where we can talk and 
learn from each other.”

Gishuru also addressed the 
affect the Cold War had on Af-
rica.  For decades, the United 
States engaged in conflict and 
competition with the Soviets.  
Many Americans fail to real-
ize the problems this caused for 
places outside the U.S.

“Support one side, fight 

the other.  This was the only 
choice,” said Gishuru.

Gishuru says these kinds of 
conflicts make it so the African 
people never fight for them-
selves, and never learn how.  

Land is a huge resource for 
Africa.  When farmed it can 
provide both food and trade op-
portunities.  Many African na-
tions have vast land resources, 
but are governed poorly.

“Some African nations are 
[the] richest in resources, but 
poorest in politics,” said Gishuru.

The unproductive governance 
leads to conflict, another huge 
problem for many African nations.

One Highline student in atten-
dance talked about seeing people 

in her home country being bribed 
with food.  She pointed out how 
easy it is to bribe hungry people 
with food to get votes.

“When you grow up under 
a certain set of circumstances, 
you come to expect certain 
things from society,” said Ben-
jamin.  “A lot of times people 
grow up expecting the wrong 
things in Africa.”

Gishuru emphasized how 
powerful a resource educa-
tion is, and how it is simply not 
available in African nations.

With education, the people of 
Africa could learn more about 
themselves, the global community, 
and could do a better job of con-
necting with the rest of the world.

Education could also help 
bring greatly needed technolog-
ical advances to Africa.

“Here, there are factories 
that produce ice to store food,” 
said Gishuru.  “Africa is sur-
rounded by water but food can-
not get from the ocean to people 
fast enough without spoiling.”

In his final remarks Gishuru 
suggested students learn more 
about Africa, and the global com-
munity as a whole.  He pointed out 
how connected we all are, and en-
courages students to grow together.

Benjamin energized the dis-
cussion with his own words of en-
couragement.  He told attendants 
to strive to learn something in ev-
erything they do, to seek to be best 
in whatever they do, and to never 
wait too long to take action.

“It’s good that you all came, but 
don’t get stuck in this state,” said 
Benjamin.  “Don’t let yourself be-
come a victim of analysis paraly-
sis.  Talk can only go so far.”

The next World Voices For 
Liberation meeting will be on 
Feb. 20 and will cover the role 
of resources, power, and educa-
tion in South America.

Africa struggles against colonial past

By LATONYA BRISBANE
Staff Reporter

Communities need to deter-
mine a unified voice, and with 
proper leadership, an organized 
community can achieve social 
change.

That was the message Meijo 
Lee,  program director of the 
Social Justice Fund Northwest, 
told more than 70 students gath-
ered last week for the first First 
Friday’s workshop of Winter 
Quarter sponsored by the Cen-
ter for Multi-Cultural Affairs 
and the Center for Leadership 
and Service.

According to Lee’s prepared 
material, social change move-
ments flow from careful orga-
nizing, massive public educa-
tion, sustained agitation and 

inspired collaborations.
To illustrate her point, Lee, 

who has been an activist and 
organizer in a variety of move-
ments in the Seattle area, shared 
a story of hypothetical villagers 

being continuously injured by 
falling rocks caused by a large 
corporation. 

She asked her audience to 
imagine what strategies they 
might use to end the threat. 

Some students said they 
would stay and help the wound-
ed; others said they would ap-
proach the corporation and ask 
it to stop. 

Lee said the best path would 
be for the villagers to coordi-
nate both tactics. 

Capitalizing on the com-
bined skills of individual com-
munity members would enable 
the community’s leadership to 
guide the villagers to a solution.

Through community or-
ganizing the villagers would 
“bring people together using 
their knowledge and expertise 

to do the homework that comes 
before leadership,” Lee said.

“You cannot do it by your-
self. The sum is worth more 
than the parts,” she said. 

Lee described community or-
ganizing as a combined effort of 
time, knowledge and volunteers. 

The process is to build power 
for social change by taking col-
lective actions toward commu-
nity problems and/or issues. 

The goal of the organization 
is to bring people together to 
create a movement to alter un-
just power.

She provided audience mem-
bers with a strategy chart to 
help roadmap their organizing 
efforts. 

The keys are to determine 
the goal; target who the deci-
sion-makers are; identify the 

Community organization is key to change
opposition and figure out how it 
can be neutralized. 

Then the group should de-
termine who its allies are and 
formulate a plan and tactics for 
achieving the goal. 

Another key is to determine what 
the message is and how to get it out.

Collectively, the expertise to 
achieve the tasks lies within the 
community as a whole.

“We all have the tools that 
we need to do what it takes,” 
Lee said. 

The next First Fridays work-
shop will be on March 1 and 
focus on “Leadership Perspec-
tives from the Developing 
World.” 

It, too, will be presented in 
the Mount Constance Room of 
the Student Union from 2-4 p.m. 
Refreshments will be served.

Meijo Lee
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Spend the money to fulfill 
Sound Transit’s plans

A young boy was biking 
around his apartment complex 
one day when he suddenly fell 
and hurt himself. 

The apartment manager 
saw that the boy was hurt and 
offered to take him to see his 
mother.

After saying no several times 
to the manager, the boy finally 
led the manager to his apart-
ment.

Once they were there, the 
boy went inside and told the 
manager his mother was sleep-
ing.

But when the manager 
stepped inside, he discovered 
that the boy’s mother wasn’t 
home.

It turns out it had been days 
since the boy’s mother had been 
home.

The shocked manager then 
asked the boy what he’s been 
eating for the past few days.

The boy grabbed his back-
pack and showed it to the man-
ager.

The backpack was from the 
Weekend BackPack Program, 
which gives backpacks filled 
with food to students over the 
weekend.

In the South King County 
area, 60-70 percent of K-12 
students are on free or reduced 
lunch.

Many of these students don’t 
have food at home. 

This means lunch is their 

only meal of the day and they do 
not eat over the weekend.

As of 2011, 13.9 percent of 
people in Washington state are 
in poverty. 

Furthermore, the rate of food 
insecurity is 14.7 percent and 
one out of seven families have 
difficulty affording food.

Without enough food, kids 
are hungry and struggling to 
concentrate in school, which 
hinders their learning.

According to an article by 
Gerald Coles called Hunger, 
Academic Success, and the 
Hard Bigotry of Indifference, 
hungry or starving students tend 
to struggle in school. 

A study found that hunger 
lowers test scores on word iden-
tification, comprehension, and 
math tests. 

In order to concentrate in 
school and learn, K-12 students 
need to have enough food to eat.

It is especially crucial that 

students are able to achieve the 
most in education, in order to 
gain skills, work, and improve 
their standards of living.

Poverty is an issue that’s 
hard to fix, however, everybody 
can try to make a difference.

To help provide food for 
undernourished students, our 
state and local government class 
plans to contribute to the Des 
Moines Food Bank Weekend 
BackPack Program. 

And here’s where you can 
also help us make a difference 
for these young students in your 
community.

The class is inviting the 
whole campus to an event to 
educate people about poverty 
and how it has affected students 
and familites in the South King 
County area on Feb. 21 from 
10-10:50 a.m. in Building 7.

Speakers from the Des 
Moines Food Bank and the Des 
Moines Rotary will be at the 
event.

The class will also have a 
bake sale to raise money for the 
Des Moines Food Bank on Feb. 
26 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. on the 
second floor of Building 8.

Students are encouraged to 
buy something and can even 
donate goods for the bake sale. 
The goods must be homemade 
and individually packaged. 

To donate, email Abigail 
Cate at ajcate@students.high-
line.edu.

Got something to say? Write to us
Do you have something you want to say to the student body?
The Highline Thunderword is asking for students to voice 

their opinions on what matters to them. 
We’re accepting submissions in the form of letters and col-

umns. Letters to the editor should be about 200 words, columns 
should be no more than 600 words. 

Send submissions to thunderword@highline.edu by Monday 
for print on Thursday.

Sound Transit needs to extend its light rail line to Federal 
Way and people need to be willing to pay for it.

Originally, plans were to extend the Central Link Light Rail 
from SeaTac to Federal Way when voters approved the Sound 
Transit 2 package in 2008. 

The Sound Transit 2 package aimed to extend several Sound 
Transit light rails further to the north, east, and south.

Currently, the Central Link Light Rail makes 11 stops be-
tween downtown Seattle and Seattle-Tacoma Airport and is ex-
pected to extend its route to South 200 Street in Kent by 2016.

However, due to the economy, the plans to extend the route to 
Federal Way have been delayed. Right now, extending the light 
rail to Federal Way is not affordable since the Great Recession 
put a $3.9 billion hit on Sound Transit’s financial plan.

Despite this, the light rail is increasingly an option for com-
muters.  The number of boardings on the Central Link Light Rail 
increased by 11.4 percent from 2011 to 2012.  

It’s important that Sound Transit plans to do what the people 
voted for in the Sound Transit 2 package, especially since the 
number of riders is increasing.

At some point, the extension of the light rail will have to 
reach Federal Way and also stop by Highline.

With the light rail extended to Federal Way, more students 
will be able to attend Highline and later they’ll also be able to go 
to the University of Washington.

Furthermore, the population of the King County area doesn’t 
seem to be decreasing anytime soon. 

According to the Puget Sound Regional Council, the sum 
population of the King, Pierce, Snohomish, and Kitsap counties, 
is estimated to be approximately 4.5 million in 2030 and five 
million in 2050.

These are estimates of the population that Sound Transit con-
sidered accounting for in the long run, according to the Sound 
Transit 2 package expansion plan.

So having an extended light rail will provide broader trans-
portation alternatives for the increasing population.

New roads aren’t going to be built because there isn’t enough 
space for another freeway, but even with more roads, it’ll still 
take longer to drive than to take the light rail. Additionally, using 
the light rail will save time, money, and gas for people. 

More people using the light rail instead of driving will also 
make less of an impact on the environment.

However, for all this happen, money needs to be spent.
In 2011, the city of Federal Way considered legal action 

against Sound Transit for stopping the plans for the Federal Way 
extension. However, Sound Transit needs money if it’s going to 
extend the light rail according to the Sound Transit 2 package.

And that means people need to be willing to pay for it, even 
though it’s expensive. 

The extended light rail will be better for everyone in the area, 
but if people want the service, they need to pitch in to get it.
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     Words With Word By Bill Deasy 

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com 

Quotable Quote 

Crossword 101 
Across 

  1. Opera by Puccini 
  6. Bit of tea 
10. Apple of one’s eye 
13. Bother 
14. On ___ (as challenged) 
16. Chou En ___ 
17. Font 
19. Adder relative 
20. Fountain favorite 
21. Warehouse use 
23. Hook hand? 
25. Agra dress 
26. A lot of junk mail 
29. Kleenex layers 
32. Exam for MBA hopefuls 
34. Day care charges 
36. 1944 turning point 
37. Dog-___ 
39. “I can’t deny that” 
40. One of LBJ’s beagles 
41. Columbian ship 
42. Quinn of Legends of 
       the Fall 
44. Brie’s cousin 
46. Alligator logo name 
47. “Bye, bambino!” 
48. Memento 
50. Hosp. sites 
51. Greases 
53. Calamities 
55. Like most light bulbs 
58. Idea 
62. “___ -ching!” 
63. Paste 
65. State on the Atl. 
66. Tire part 
67. Snow, in Bordeaux 
68. Erie mule of song 
69. Hikers’ needs 
70. Alters 

Down 
  1. Columbo, Spade, & others 
  2. “Hawaii Five-O” locale 
  3. Astonish 
  4. Asks for I.D. 

  5. How some kids spend the 
       summer 
  6. Day of rest: Abbr. 
  7. BlackBerries, e.g. 
  8. Brewer’s kiln 
  9. Some folk groups 
10. Copy 
11. “With the greatest of ___” 
12. 15%, often 
15. Bring to a boil? 
18. Cobbler’s supply 
22. Designer name 
24. Or partner 
26. “___ boy!” 
27. Column style 
28. Cut 
30. Change “captain” 
       to “cap’n,” e.g. 
31. Mogadishu native, perhaps 
33. A chorus line? 
35. Shore breeze 
38. Many Little League coaches 
43. ___ turn (traffic sign) 
45. A. A. for children 
49. Rodeo cutups 

52. Honey bunch 
54. Brew, as tea 
55. Citi Field precursor 
56. Build-it-yourself chain 
57. One type of tide 
59. Bones in the pelvis 
60. Drunken revelry 
61. ‘Science Guy’ Bill’s family 
62. Saving option 
64. Law degs. 

The last time 
somebody said, ‘I 
find I can write 
much better with a 
word processor.’, I 
replied, ‘They used 
to say the same 
thing about drugs.’ 

• • • Roy Blount Jr 

1. GEOGRAPHY: What 
country lies northwest of Co-
lombia?

2. FOOD & DRINK: What 
kind of food is fusilli?

3. POLITICS: How many 
popular votes separated Richard 
Nixon and John F. Kennedy in 

the 1960 presidential election?
4. LITERATURE: What 

19th-century novel starts with 
the line, “There was no possibil-
ity of taking a walk that day”? 

5. TELEVISION: On Bo-
nanza, what was the name of 
the character played by Michael 
Landon?

6. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What was the popular 
name of the Scottish outlaw 
Robert MacGregor?

7. MEDICINE: What is the 

function of the chemical sub-
stance called heparin?

8. PERSONALITIES: Who 
is the chef on the Barefoot Con-
tessa cooking show?

9. BUSINESS: Which mer-
chant used the five-and-dime-
store concept to create one of 
the largest retail chains in the 

world?
10. GAMES: What is the 

standard weight of a shot put 
used by men in competition?

Answers
1. Panama
2. Pasta
3. Just more than 100,000
4. Jane Eyre, by Charlotte 

Bronte
5. Little Joe
6. Rob Roy
7. Prevents blood clotting
8. Ina Garten
9. F.W. Woolworth
10. 16 pounds

(c) 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.
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By IPEK SADAY
Staff Reporter

UFOs not only exist for one 
Highline alumnus, they’ve 
existed virtually in his 
backyard. 

Now Scott Schaefer wants the world 
to know about it.

Schaefer is the owner of South King 
Media and producer of several blogs in 
the area, including The B-Town Blog 
and its sibling the Waterland Blog. 
He’s recently revealed something really 
weird that purportedly happened just 
across the water.

Schaefer is heading a group of 
fellow entrepreneurs and friends to 
produce a short film titled The Maury 
Island Incident that will be based on a 
true story of local seaman Harold Dahl 
who claimed to have sighted UFOs just 
across Poverty Bay on June 21, 1947, 
considered as one of the first modern-
day flying saucer encounters. 

Dahl’s sightings predated by two 
days the more famous sightings of 
nine saucer-shaped objects flying 
near Mount Rainier and 16 days prior 
to the infamous Roswell, NM crash 
that sparked the national UFO craze. 
Schaefer is bent on telling the more 
local story.

“I like unusual stories,” said Schaefer.
He explained that his fascina-

tion, and at one point obsession, with 
UFOs began in Hollywood during the 
early ‘90s.  As a field director for the 
television show Sightings that focused 
primarily on people’s claims of seeing 
UFOs and other unnatural activity, he 
was introduced to the UFO realm.

Schaefer said he went into the busi-
ness as a skeptic, but he ended up a 
believer. 

It was during one particular story 
about cattle mutilations in Alabama 
that changed his perspective. The cattle 
had been mysteriously mutilated in a 
location that didn’t offer much evidence 
as to who the culprits were due to the 
lack of footprints on the scene.

Schaefer met with a scientist who 
had studied tissue samples from the 
cows and concluded that the cuts came 
from a source of extremely high heat – 
so high that it could come from nothing 
else but a laser.  However, the laborato-
ry they were studying in did not house 
any type of lasers at the time. 

Schaefer was given the opportunity 
to examine both the studies and the 
evidence himself. From that moment, 
he was hooked.

“[I] went down the rabbit hole of 
UFO-ology,” said Schaefer. 

It was deep in that rabbit hole where 
Dahl’s story landed in his lap. By that 
time Schaefer was so transfixed that 
he had went to the extreme of camping 
outside Nevada’s infamous Area 51, a 
hotbed of UFO sitings and conspiracy 
theories. His research and obsession 
lead to complications involving harass-

ment, so he eventually made his way 
back to Washington.

After leaving Highline in 1979, 
Schaefer had found success producing, 
directing and writing shows and spe-
cials for Showtime, CBS, Fox and PBS.  
He won three National Emmy Awards 
as a writer for “Bill Nye the Science 
Guy,” along with six Northwest Emmy 
Awards as an associate producer and 
writer for KING-TV’s “Almost Live!” 
comedy show.

Although his fascination with UFOs 
remained, Schaefer said he has never 
encountered one himself. The closest 
he has come to any sort of unexplained 
activity were what most describe as 
“lights in the sky.” His fascination was 

pretty much dormant.
Then things started to happen last 

March. Schaefer met Steve Edmiston, 
who had directed The Day My Parents 
Became Cool. 

“We hit it off as creative people do.” 
said Schaefer.

Early last June, Edmiston held a 
barbeque to commemorate the 65th an-
niversary of the Maury Island Incident. 
It was complete with a speech and 
presentation given by Edmiston. Schae-
fer had done considerable research on 
Harold Dahl’s story and recognized 
that nobody had made a film based on 
the sighting. After Edmiston’s speech 
Schaefer approached him.

“Don’t you think this is a film?” he 
asked. 

Edmiston bit and from that moment 
the duo continued to talk about their vi-
sion. In early December they decided to 
make it a reality by pitching to a group 
of local filmmakers meeting at the local 
Tin Theatre in Burien. 

It was here that Schaefer and Edm-
iston were introduced to John White, 
founder of American Piledriving 
Equipment, who became one of three 
main investors for the film. 

White pledged $35,000 for the pro-
duction, covering the entire estimated 

cost of the project. 
In Schaefer’s words, White was 

“[The] angel who came in.”
An angel indeed – now funding for 

the project is no longer a hurdle.
Today, Schaefer and his team of 

producers and screenwriter are focused 
on the script development phase. 

They are studying different styles of 
cinematography from previous films 
and are working to perfect the script.

Filming will not begin till mid June, 
but the Maury Island Incident team is 
already dreaming big. 

The local premiere will be at Bur-
ien’s Tin Theatre and there is talk of 
submitting the film to different local 
cinema festivals for the world premiere.

Wristbands to promote the film are 
being sold for $25 as a pass to get into 
the film screening. 

Wristbands are available at: info@
mauryislandincident.com. More infor-
mation is available at: mauryislandinci-
dent.com.

Schaefer had been aching to get 
back into creative story telling.  And 
now, with a complete crew and a solid 
financer, he has the resources. No pre-
miere date has been announced.

“I see myself working on it for the 
next five years,” Schaefer said.

UFOs in our backyard

Schaefer said he 
went into the 
UFO chasing 
business as a 

skeptic, but he 
ended up a 

believer.

Alumnus investigating whether the national obsession 
with flying saucers may have begun just off Des Moines

Sherry Holt/THUNDERWORD
Highline alumnus Scott Schaefer is making a film about a mysterious UFO sighting incident off Maury Island in 1947.



The Thunderword Magazine

The Latitudes 
of

LOVE

Inside Scoop
February 14, 2013



B2 Inside Scoop

True 

The real thing 
takes more than 
just infatuation

love
By ERICA MORAN

Staff Reporter

Venus thought she 
was in love with her 
boyfriend.

“I thought about 
him all day,” Venus said, a 
Highline student who prefers 
not to use her real name. 

Venus rushed through daily 
life to see him.

“I just planned on getting 
my work done so I could see 
him,” she said.

Ultimately, it didn’t work 
out. 

“It was purely physical and 
blind attraction, I wish I had 
ended it sooner,” Venus said.

“We were together for over 
a year, but he broke up with 

me when we realized it wasn’t 
real,” she said.

Falling in love can be in-
timidating at first, but with the 
right components you can build 
a lifelong relationship. 

People can mistake being 
infatuated with being in love. 

Infatuation has all the same 
feelings love does, but lacks 
real, long-term commitment, 
said Dr. Bob Baugher, a psy-
chology instructor at Highline.

Later, Venus found herself 
“in love” with another guy who 
she was only friends with. 

“I was in love with the way 
he looked and his smarts, I was 
fascinated with him,” Venus 
said.

“We talked constantly by 
Facebook chat, but when we 

hung out it was awkward,” she 
said.

Things ended between them 
when he dated her best friend, 
said Venus. 

“I was so infatuated with 
him that I didn’t realize he was 
an asshole,” she said.

For someone to truly fall in 
love, it takes time.

“When we first start to fall 
in love we think about that 
person all the time, they make 
us feel good about ourselves 
and we want to spend every 
moment with them,” said Dr. 
Baugher. 

 “People need to experience 
unpleasant relationships to 
figure out who they are,” Ruth 
Frickle said, Social Sciences 

Luis Batlle/THUNDERWORD

division chairwoman and psy-
chology instructor. 

Dr. Baugher refers to psy-
chologist Robert Sternberg’s 
triangle of love theory, which 
states there are three compo-
nents of love. 

Intimacy, passion and com-
mitment interact with each 
other to form a happy, long-
term adult relationship.

Lacking one of the three 
components – or not having a 
balance – makes the relation-
ship less likely to last.

Passion is defined as a 
strong feeling, intense emotion 
and desire for a person, and can 
decrease over time.

Intimacy is described as 
being emotionally close and 
connected to someone. 

To be intimate with someone 
means that you learn every-
thing about each other, even the 
bad, and they still like you, said 
Dr. Baugher.

Commitment is what holds 
a relationship together for the 
long haul. 

When you’re infatuated with 
someone, you would be sur-
prised how quickly one piece 
of information can change your 
whole perspective on them, 
because of the lack of commit-
ment and intimacy, said Dr. 
Baugher.

To have a successful long-
term adult relationship, both 
partners need to have all the 
balanced ingredients of intima-
cy, passion and commitment.

You know you’re in love 
when you start caring about 
someone else’s well being as 
much as your own, Frickle said.

People need to have relation-
ship maturity to make relation-

ships work, and can’t do so un-
til they have fully formed their 
own adult identity, she said. 

“Compromise always hap-
pens, but you should never 
compromise your identity,” 
Frickle said.

Venus thinks her current 
involvement with a new guy is 
different. 

“We are dating and exclu-
sive, but we want to take it 
slow. I can’t risk being infatu-
ated again to find out it’s not 
love. Since we developed a 
friendship for a year and start-
ed to trust each other first we 
have intimacy and closeness. 
I don’t have to hide anything 
from him,” said Venus. 

 “I think young people 
should realize that there’s more 
to relationships than passion. 
If you want something lasting, 
you need to get to know them 
and establish a good friend-
ship,” she said. 

Jasmine Cawley/THUNDERWORD
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By ANGELA SUCHER
Staff Reporter

Amber Hartwigg said that 
she doesn’t go out on Valen-
tines Day anymore, after a 
traumatic Valentines date two 
years ago.

 “I got invited out by a guy, 
everything was going good 
until he ended up drinking so 
much that he threw up all over 
me in his car,” she said.

That was the last Valentine 
’s Day Hartwigg said she went 
out on.

“My best Valentine’s [days] 
have been spent single because 
no guy seems to get it right,” 
she said. “Here’s a little advice: 
we don’t want a card on V-day, 
we want romance. Read a book 
or something.”

Many other Highline stu-
dents said that they also prefer 
to spend the holiday alone after 
Valentine’s day mishaps.

“My Valentine didn’t show 
up,” Jocelyn Smith said. “He 
said he was sick, he gave me 
my gift the next day but he 
texted me that day to say he 
wasn’t coming.” 

Smith said she no longer 
speaks to that Valentine and 
can’t think of anything much 
worse than being stood up.

DATES

 But not all Highline stu-
dents have had traumatic expe-
riences on Feb. 14. Many said 
that Valentine’s days where 
thoughtfulness and creativity 
were involved were their best.

Maria Tejeda recalls her 
last Valentine’s Day with her 
current boyfriend as her very 
best yet.

“He took me to the beach 
last year and there was this 
big box full of balloons that 
popped out when I opened it,” 
Tejeda said. “There was a neck-
lace inside. It meant so much 
because he put a lot of thought 
and effort into it and it wasn’t 
just chocolates or flowers.” 

In fact most Highline stu-
dents said their best Valentine’s 
moments were ones where 
thoughtfulness and creative-
ness took place in the planning.

“I like guys to be creative. 
Don’t just buy me a teddy 
bear and expect me to swoon,” 
said Highline student Kierren 
Mathews.  “My boyfriend and 
I went to different high schools 
so one year he stole my locker 
combination and stuffed it full 
of presents.”

Mathews said the gesture 
meant more than the actual 
gifts inside the locker because 
he had to plan it out. 

from Heaven 
and HELL

Creativity is nicer
than being stood up

“Don’t wait until the last 
minute, really think about it,” 
said Mathews.

Women aren’t the only ones 
who enjoy Valentine’s sur-
prises.

“My girlfriend decorated 
the whole apartment one year. 
I came home from work and 
there were candles going and 
rose petals everywhere,” said 

Mychal McNamee. “Even for a 
guy it was really cute to walk 
into and I was really impressed 
by how much thought she put 
into it. Guys always have the 
pressure on us on Valentine’s 
Day, it was nice to have the 
script flipped and walk into 
something like that.”

But some girls would rather 
celebrate like Taylor Reng-

storff, who said she’s never had 
a Valentine and would rather 
hang out at home.

“I think it’s more of a friend 
holiday than a boyfriend 
holiday. I usually just hang 
out at home, maybe watch a 
couple chick-flicks with my 
girlfriends. Those have been 
my best Valentine’s [days], ” 
she said.

The formula for love has multiple ingredients
By STEVEN ARVAN

Staff Reporter

Love may be just a stew of chemi-
cals.

Dictionary.com defines love as “a 
profoundly tender, passionate affec-
tion for another person.” But science 
tells us that the powerful emotion 
that buckles knees, makes palms 
sweaty and paralyzes tongues is the 
result of complex chemical reactions.

That may not be as romantic as 
people might hope, but it does ex-
plain most of the craziness that goes 
on inside of us. The constant stream 
of chemicals released into one’s 
system throughout their lifespan 
sometimes comes together in combi-
nations that produce love.

Dopamine is often described as 
the “pleasure chemical” in that it 
causes a euphoric or blissful feeling. 
Norepinephrine speeds up the heart 
rate and makes one feel excited. 
Both are in play when one looks 
across a room and makes eye contact 
with someone they are attracted to.

The heart speeds up, skin flushes 
and one experiences a surge of gid-
diness.

Next comes the release of testos-
terone in both men and women. 

Testosterone is widely thought 
of as a male hormone, though it is 
present in both sexes and it produces 
the same feeling of intense desire or 
lust. This is often the driving force 
that enables one to get over any jit-
ters about walking up and talking to 

the object of one’s desire.
After first contact is made and a 

relationship grows to a point where 
people begin to touch each other, 
whether it be a simple hand on the 
arm to intimate moments, yet an-
other chemical, oxytocin, is released. 

Oxytocin or the “cuddle chemi-
cal,” is responsible for the desire to 
hold somebody and be close with 
him or her. It may contribute to a 
bonding with one’s mate and later 
between mother and child.

When the brain adjusts to the 
higher quantities of the aforemen-
tioned chemicals, the “honeymoon” 
stage ends. The body begins pump-
ing endorphins, which are respon-
sible for easing anxiety and feelings 
of well-being and belonging.Luis Batlle/THUNDERWORD
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Food for your heart
Scrumptious Valentine’s Day recipes 
to make for that special someone

By KAYLEE MORAN
Staff Reporter

Cooking your loved one a 
homemade meal on Valentine’s 
Day will warm their heart and 
fill your bellies with love. 

Going out to eat on Valen-
tine’s Day can be hectic and ex-
pensive. Staying home to cook 
your honey a romantic meal can 
save you money and is a great 
way to show your appreciation. 

Make this evening special by 
decorating with candles, flow-
ers and use your nice plates and 
silverware for the table setting. 

This complete meal includes 
a Caesar salad, homemade spa-
ghetti, garlic bread, and choco-
late fondue for dessert. 

Start cooking the spaghetti 
sauce first so everything will be 
done at the same time.

Meat is optional and you can 
add extra vegetables such as 
bell peppers and mushrooms 
if desired. You can use a jar of 
spaghetti sauce as your base or 
make this simple homemade 
sauce. 

Spaghetti Sauce
Ingredients:
1/2 pound lean ground beef 

or sausage (optional)
1/2 onion, chopped
1 can stewed tomatoes or jar 

of spaghetti sauce
1 small can tomato paste
1/3 cup finely grated carrots
1 tablespoon Italian season-

ing (or 1 tsp. oregano, 1 tsp. 
parsley and 1 tsp. basil)

2 cloves garlic, minced
salt to taste
ground black pepper to taste
1 tablespoon olive oil 
1 package of spaghetti noo-

dles
Directions:
1. Cook ground beef and 

onion over medium heat until 
done. Drain off grease.

2. Combine beef and onion, 
tomato paste, stewed tomatoes, 
grated carrots, seasoning, gar-
lic, and salt and pepper in a 
large pot or pan. Simmer 1 hour 
on low heat. 

3. Cook pasta according 
to package directions. Drain. 
Serve sauce over pasta.

4. While spaghetti sauce is 
simmering, start making the 
Caesar Salad.

Caesar Salad

Ingredients:
1/4 cup of pre-made Caesar 

salad dressing
1 tablespoon of grated par-

mesan cheese
1/2 head of romaine lettuce
2/3 cup of croutons
Directions:
1. Rinse romaine and chop 

into bite size pieces
2. Place in fridge until the 

ready to serve with the spa-
ghetti. 

3. Then gently toss the salad 
greens with the Caesar dressing 
and sprinkle on the shredded 

cheese and top with croutons.
You can buy premade garlic 

bread and toast it in the oven 
or make your own garlic bread 
with this simple recipe. 

Make the garlic bread when 
the spaghetti is almost done so 
it will be warm and toasty when 
ready to serve. 

Garlic Bread
Ingredients:
1/2 cup butter
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon dried parsley
1 teaspoon Italian seasoning
1 (1 pound) loaf Italian or 

French bread, cut into 1/2 inch 
slices

1 (8 ounce) package shred-
ded mozzarella or parmesan 
cheese

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 de-

grees F.
2. Heat butter in a small mi-

crowave safe bowl for 30 sec-
onds or until melted. Mix with 
garlic powder, parsley and Ital-
ian seasoning. 

3. Place Italian bread on a 
medium baking sheet. Using a 
basting brush, brush generously 
with the butter mixture.

4. Bake in the preheated oven 
approximately 10 minutes, until 
lightly toasted. Remove from 
heat. Sprinkle with cheese.

Lastly, for the dessert a choc-
olate fondue for two is a perfect 
way to end the night.

Chocolate Fondue 
Ingredients:
½ cup semisweet or milk 

chocolate chips
2/3 cup heavy whipping 

cream
1 teaspoon vanilla
Fruit, pound cake, cheese-

cake or cookies for dipping

Stove Top Directions:
1. Create a double boiler by 

combining chocolate and cream 
in a medium size heat resistant 
bowl that will fit on top of a 
small pot. 

2. Bring a small pot of water 
to a simmer over medium-low 
heat then reduce heat to low. 

3. Set the bowl of chocolate 
over the pot of barely simmer-
ing water, making sure the wa-
ter does not touch the bowl. 

4. Stir frequently until all the 
chocolate is melted. 

5. Remove from heat and stir 
in vanilla. Transfer to a small 
serving bowl. Serve immedi-
ately with dipping items.

Microwave Directions:
1. Combine chocolate and 

cream in a medium microwave 
safe bowl. 

2. Heat in microwave for two 
minutes, stir. 

3. Heat in 30 second inter-
vals and stir until melted. 

4. Remove from microwave 
and stir in vanilla. Transfer to a 
small serving bowl. 

5. Serve immediately with 
fruit, pound cake, cheesecake 
and cookies for dipping.

Kaylee Moran/THUNDERWORD
Spaghetti with a Caesar salad and garlic bread, above, is a deli-
cious, filling and easy meal to prepare for Valentine’s Day. For 
dessert, a chocolate fondue, left, is a tasty treat for two.
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By KARLA BARAJAS
Staff Reporter

It’s Valentine’s Day. 
Love may be in the air… or 
not. 

And it’s not particularly 
flowing from student wallets.

Americans are expected to 
spend an average of $126.03 
per person on clothing, jewelry 
and other gifts this Valentine’s 
Day, according to a survey by 
the National Retail Federation. 
That average is up 8.5 percent 
from last year and the highest 
amount in the 10 years of the 
survey.  Overall, Valentine’s 
Day celebrants are expected to 
spend $17.6 billion. 

But don’t count on a lot of 
Highline students forking over 
any significant dough to cupid.

Many of them are just not inter-
ested in pursuing a Valentine or, 
if they are, they have a dream of 
what their plans for tonight might 
look like. They just wouldn’t 
spend a lot of money on it.

Sierra Morris said she does 
not really care at the moment for 
relationships or Valentine’s Day.

“I rather be at work making 
money, rather than spending it 
on trying to impress someone,” 
Morris said.

She has never asked a guy 
to be her Valentine, but would 
not mind asking a guy if he’s 
good enough for her. To be good 
enough for her, he has to have 
money and ambition.

Morris’ best Valentine’s Day 
was back when she was in el-
ementary school.   She feels 
like no one was left out back in 
those days, everyone got cards 
and candy to make each other 
feel special.

“Why can’t we do that 
again?” Morris asked.

Adriam Yohannes does not 
have a boyfriend or a Valentine 
at the moment because she just 
can’t make up her mind, she said.

On Valentine’s Day, Yo-
hannes will be going to the mov-
ies with her best friend instead.

“I always have fun with my 
best friend, so it’s guaranteed to 
be a fun day,” she said.

Yohannes has never asked 
a guy to be her Valentine and 
doesn’t plan to. She said she 
doesn’t want to sound old school 
but she feels like a guy should 
always make the first move.

Alex Castro is single and 
said he plans on staying that 
way for a while. 

“I’m not really looking for a 
relationship at this time. I’m fo-
cused on my goals,” Castro said.

He said that if the special 

Tonight’s not just 
a couples’ night

If you consider Ben & 
Jerry your best friends and 
were planning to stay at 
home tonight, you might 
need a change of venue. 

It may seem weird to go 
out alone on a day meant 
for two; but single friends 
can simply enjoy the expe-
rience of being out. 

Plus, you never know, 
cupid’s arrow could hit you 
just by virtue of being out. 
Many singles find others 
during various events dur-
ing this holiday season.

You can go bowling, 
see a non-romantic movie, 
go snowboarding or ski-
ing, or any number of oth-
er events. 

Dinner is still an option 
although it may be wise 
to avoid the mushy gushy 
and expensive restaurants. 
The key is to keep the out-
ing light-hearted.

In Seattle an improv 
show called Comedy of 
Love is showing at the 
Market Theater tonight at 
8.  It is for all ages and may 
well be the way to laugh 
one’s way through an oth-
erwise uncomfortable day. 

- Maggie Hale

person happens to come around, 
then he would take a chance.

Tonight, Castro will be at 
work serving his fellow custom-
ers. Yes, it is quite lame, he said.

Castro said he wouldn’t mind if 

a girl asked him to be her Valen-
tine, but she must be a close friend. 
It can’t be a complete stranger he 
said, that would be weird.

He said his best Valentine’s 
Day was when he set up his best 
friends to go on a romantic date 
together. 

“I felt like a good friend,” 
Castro said.

Kevin E. Olortegui is also 
single, and says he is OK with it. 

“I’m mainly focused on 
school and my job, so I don’t 
think I’ll have time to start a 
relationship, at least for now,” 
Olortegui said.

He doesn’t mind if a girl asks 
him to be his Valentine. He 
would actually appreciate it be-
cause it would make his life so 
much easier, he said. 

Olortegui said to him Valen-
tine’s Day is just another day, 
which is the way of the single 
life, just another Thursday.

For those students who do 
plan to celebrate, the amount 
they lay out will be consider-
ably less than the national aver-
age.

Kyle Hepler is single, look-
ing for a Valentine and ready 
for a romantic outing tonight. 
He said a good date for him 
would be going out for dinner 
at an Italian restaurant right on 
the water, and after that, to go 
bowling.

“Everyone likes to go bowl-
ing,” Hepler said. 

Hepler has never asked a girl 
to be his Valentine. No one has 
ever caught his attention, and he 
never really liked anyone in his 
classes anyway, he said. 

Jasmine Cawley/THUNDERWORD
Typical gifts you can give or receive on Valentine’s Day are teddy bears, candy and flowers. 

Alone on Valentine’s Day? 
Students have cheaper things to do than to wait for cupid 

Hepler said he would rather 
be the one to ask a girl to be his 
Valentine, but he wouldn’t mind 
if a girl asked him. It takes a lot 
of courage to ask a guy, he said.

His best Valentine’s Day was 
when he went to Portland with a 
former girlfriend. They walked 
around and just enjoyed the 
scenery, later they went to eat at 

the Macaroni Grill. 
“It was nice just enjoying each 

other’s company,” Hepler said. 
Anthony Duong is a single fel-

low looking for a special girl to 
sweep off her feet. He just hasn’t 
found the right girl, he said.

Duong said he was hoping to 
find someone special to spend 
Valentine’s Day with. He said 
he would love to take her out to 
mini golf, give her flowers, take 
her to dinner at a fancy restau-
rant with dim lights, and then 
they would cuddle while watch-
ing a movie. 

“I would end the night with 
getting on one knee and giving 
her a diamond ring… Just kid-
ding,” Duong said. 

He doesn’t find it weird if a 
girl asks him to be her Valentine 
because it is a one-day thing, 
it’s not like she’s asking him to 
be her boyfriend, he said.

A creative way Duong has 
asked someone to be his Valen-
tine was when he made a Build-
a-Bear with a tape recording 
asking her to be his Valentine.

He said his best Valentine’s 
Day was when he had a picnic 
in his car with his date. 

“I made homemade sand-
wiches and everything. It wasn’t 
fancy, but it was something,” 
Duong said.

It just didn’t cost $126.03.
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It’s usually common cour-
tesy not to cry in a woman’s lap 
on the first date.

Highline student Kat Reese 
had this happen on a first date 
when the gentleman laid down 
his head on her legs to sob over 
an ex-girlfriend.

Highline students have an 
encyclopedia of dating experi-
ences, from the horrible to the 
wonderful.

Reese’s experiences have 
featured a number of odd dates.

“Do not write your date 
a love song,” she said.  Her 
serenade she was given came 
on a second date, much to her 
horror.

While other students may 
not have such traumatizing 
date stories, many have ideas of 
what they think is appropriate 
on first dates and overall dating 
behavior.

Students agreed that cheat-
ing is a taboo not to be broken 
in any relationship. 

Aside from being faithful, 
one anonymous student said 
not to be obnoxious or full of 
yourself, two traits that are 
turn-offs.

Veronica Choi said to reduce 
awkward moments, you just 
have to, “keep a good conversa-
tion and be interesting,” but it’s 
not always that easy.

KJ Dampier said you can’t 
reveal too much information. 
Telling too much too quickly 
can be bad.

“Definitely don’t say I love 
you or ask someone to marry 
you [on a first date].”

One way not to be obnox-
ious is to avoid reminiscing on 
exes of dates past.

“Don’t talk about exes,” 
Reese said sternly. 

Her experience gave her 
reason to insist on this rule.

A student by the name of 
Teo agreed, saying “Don’t 
bring up exes.”

“Don’t talk about your per-
sonal life and drama,” Sanina 
Vgarak said.

And if you’re serious about 
a date, focus on that.  Jake 
Portes’s least favorite first date 
was crowded.

“[The girl] invited her 
friend,” he said.

Extra guests can muck up 
a date, and so can parents. 
Though it isn’t necessary to 
meet the parents on a first date, 

Bruce Smith said he wants to 
make sure he’s going out with 
“someone you can take home to 
your mom.”

“They should know my fam-
ily,” said Lisa Henry.

Another way to avoid drama 
and be a good date is not to 
degrade or ignore your date, 
said Marisa Lukehart and 
Rachel Stahlman. While “bad” 
girls and boys may be cool in 
movies, most people don’t want 
to date jerks in real time.

Lukehart and Stahlman also 
said to show the significant 
other that you care before get-
ting involved in the physical.

For first dates, “There 
should be minimal physical 
contact,” Laura Wilson said.

Sanina Vgarak also said 
not to be too “touchy-touchy,” 
but she and Midheta Djuderija 
agreed that holding hands and 
kissing are perfectly fine if the 
couple is comfortable.

 “Holding hands and a first 
kiss is OK but anything after 
that is off limits,” said student 
Han Tu.

Courtney Cherry described 
her perfect first date as a day 
starting with a morning hike 
and ending with a kiss on the 
beach. 

“Forcing yourself on your 
date is inappropriate,” said 
Alycia Williams

“I don’t really think there 
are many limits, It depends 
how well you know the per-
son,” said Hilary Terret.  “If 
it’s [someone] you just met you 

shouldn’t go too far.”
Comfort was a big issue for 

Vgarak and Djuderija. From 
physical contact to date des-
tinations, their idea of a good 
date was one that minimized 
awkward moments and ner-
vousness.

The two said it’s best to have 
a nice dinner at places such as 
Olive Garden or Red Robin. 
Another place Vgarak sug-
gested was Alki Beach in West 
Seattle.

If they know each other 
pretty well and are comfort-
able, Djuderija and Vgarak said 
physical activities like laser 
tag and paintball could be fun 
dates.

Movies, though, don’t give 
the couple a chance to get to 
know each other, said the two.

Peter Lee disagreed, saying 
that he would take a girl to a 
movie, avoid personal ques-
tions and eventually exchange 
phone numbers.

While there are conflicting 
views on where to go for dates, 
most students could agree on 
dates to avoid.

“Don’t go to McDonald’s,” 
Vgarak said.

It’s not just the drive-
through that people warned 
against. Linda Ba said one 
place not to bring your date 
was Hooters. Perhaps if one 
strongly desired wings on a 
date, they could locate Buffalo 
Wild Wings.

Despite different takes on a 
good date, almost all respon-

dents agreed with the tradition 
of having the male pay.

Teo said “normally guys pay 
for the first date,” and advised 
that guys not spend a lot of 
money.

Another student said that 
although both parties’ incomes 
should be considered, guys 
should usually pay.

Wilson, Djuderija and Reese 
said the man pays; Vgarak and 
Ba suggested that women at 
least offer to pay. Djuderija said 
paying for the girl is a matter of 
respect.

Others weren’t so sure.
“Be prepared to go dutch,” 

said Sophie Nguyen.
With the bill recipient set in 

stone, Reese and Wilson said 
gifts can be a nice gesture for a 
lady friend.

“Flowers are cute,” Wilson 
said.

“Flowers are nice, but 
anything more expensive? No,” 
said Reese.

Despite so many varying 
opinions, not everyone had 
ideas of what is appropriate and 
taboo on dates.

“What wouldn’t I do?” Jake 
McLowden asked.

 “I don’t really have limits 
for a first date, it can go any-
where,” said Adrian Lim.

Another student, who identi-
fied himself only as Sam, said 
he has one rule: “Before going 
out, make sure she’s single.”

Reporters Emily Arnold, 
Raquel Arceo and Shelby Sm-
out contributed to this story. 

No crying, no groping, no pathetic moping
The art of 
dating means 
playing it cool, 
but not too cool

By KARLA BARAJAS
Staff Reporter

Young love might not be 
the best love. 

Cristina Rosas was 13 
when she went on her first 
date, but believes people 
should be at least 15 or 16 
when they first start dating. 

“If you date any earlier 
than that, you usually end up 
regretting it anyways,” she 
said. 

Now at the age of 19, 
she said she realizes that 
she regrets dating so young 
because you think you fall 
in love, when it was just a 
phase.

What she considered awk-
ward when dating was real-
izing that she didn’t actually 
like the person she was with, 
and there were a lot of “awk-
ward silences.” 

The most awkward thing 
a date had done to her was to 
put his arm around her and 
clearly he had not worn de-
odorant.

 “It smelled horrible,” she 
said. 

Her most awkward mo-
ment while on a date was af-
ter she was dropped off, and 
it was a snowy day. While 
walking up the hill to her 
house she slipped and fell. 
Yes, he saw the whole thing.

D’lite Xiong, now 18, was 
15 when she went on her first 
date, but now she says she 
believes people should be 
17 when they first start seri-
ously dating.

“If someone falls in love 
at a young age, it will ruin 
their innocence,” she said.

Xiong said kids start 
catching feelings too fast, 
and mistake true love with 
just an immature fling. 

Thus, in her opinion, they 
do things that you should 
only do once you are already 
married.

One of the things Xiong 
considers awkward when 
dating is the payment situa-
tion. This is hard for girls be-
cause guys generally offer to 
pay. But what if they don’t? 

Her most embarrassing 
moment was also slipping 
and falling at the end of her 
date. 

Daniel Nguyen, now 20, 

Experience 
helps when 
it comes 
to romance

see Experience, page B7

Krista Rhea/THUNDERWORD
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This $17,000 per year scholarship 
is awarded to transfer students 
intending to major in business who 
demonstrate achievement and 
potential in the areas of leadership 
and academic success.

To apply for the Saugen Business Scholarship, visit 
choose.plu.edu/saugenscholarship.

To apply to PLU, visit 
choose.plu.edu/transfer/apply.

PLU SAUGEN BUSINESS SCHOLARSHIPS
For Transfer Students

By MARENNA GUEVARA
Staff Reporter

When to make the first move 
is the question a relationship 
could depend on. 

Guys generally would wait 
it out before making the first 
move and then decide if they 
want to pursue the woman.

“It depends on the girl, I 
would wait to get to know 
her then go with my gut feel-
ing,” said Ryan Ericksen.

“If me and the person are re-
ally clicking, I’d ask after a cou-
ple weeks,” Cyrus Stewart said. 

“I think you should wait un-
til you are at least friends and 
know a little about each other,” 
Aleyah Danielson said. 

Liz Englund disagrees. She 
said that someone should make 
the move “almost instanta-
neously…because the fastest 
way to get to know someone is 
one-on-one.” Englund said she 
also thinks that making a move 
right away will help to avoid 
getting stuck in the friend zone. 

There’s a fine line between 
being friends and being friend-
zoned. 

If someone is in the friend 
zone there may be a very slim 
chance of him or her ever go-
ing out with the person who put 
them there. Midheta Duderija 
said that it helps to be casusal 
friends before making a move, 
but advises to only wait around 

two weeks or else you risk get-
ting put in the friend zone. 

Amber Siciliano has a differ-
ent idea.

“Best friends can make the 
best relationships,” she said. 
Siciliano thinks being friends 
first gives a better chance of re-
maining friends if you happen 
to break up. 

“I think it is better to be 
friends first, because being 
friends with someone makes 

you know who they really are,” 
Crystal Zuniga said. 

“When you’re with some-
one you have to like them as a 
friend too, they’re like ultimate 
bff’s [best friends]. To fall in 
love with your best friend is so 
romantic,” she said. 

Guys also said that they 
would not mind if a woman 
made the first move.

“Yeah I think that girls 
should make the first move. 

went on his first date at age 15.
  He says he thinks people 
should start dating at age 16 
because, at this age, teens have 
more freedom, and most teens 
can drive without their parents 
needing to pick them up or drop 
them off.

Nguyen said he does not 
consider anything awkward 
when dating because he says he 
believes that when dating you 
want to get to know the person 
on a deeper level, to know who 
you could be potentially in a fu-
ture relationship with. 

Something awkward that one 
of Nguyen’s past dates had done 
was to pay for his dinner. 

“A guy should always pay for 
the date,” he said. 

His most embarrassing mo-
ment of dating history was get-
ting into an argument while on 
a date; the car ride home was 
dead silent, he said. 

Rebakah Edvalds, now 19, 
went on her first date at 13, and 
she says she believes people 
should start dating at the age of 
14 because it’s the thing to do as 
a teenager in high school.

 What she finds awkward 
when dating is when people try 
to do something inappropriate, 
and the other person is just not 
ready; things get uncomfort-
able, she said.  

Edvalds’ most embarrassing 

moments of dating are the ru-
mors that come after a break-up. 

“You go through a lot of that 
in high school,” she said. 

Andrew Black, now 19, went 
on his first date at 13 as well. 
He believes people should start 

dating at the age of 13 because 
they are teenagers. 

Something he finds awkward 
when dating is making out in 
public because he feels that it is 
something to be done in private. 

The most awkward thing a 

date has done to him is stood 
him up, but later on they man-
aged to still meet up. 

The most awkward moment 
of Black’s dating history was 
losing the keys to his car while 
on a date. 

Experience
continued from page B6

The right moves require perfect timing

When a girl does, it shows us 
that they are interested and 
makes it easier for us,” said Ka-
lani Plunkett.

“Girls: don’t be afraid to 
make the first move. Not all 
guys are confident enough to 
put themselves out there,” En-
glund said. 

“I asked my boyfriend out,” 
said Danielson. 

Some women still think 
it should be the guy who ap-

proaches women. 
“I feel that in most cases it is 

important for the man to make 
the first move to give the girl 
signs of their intentions,” Stew-
art said. 

Siciliano thinks that it’s OK 
for girls to make the first move 
“because not all guys are confi-
dent enough to introduce them-
selves.”

Before one even decides to 
make a move, they first need 
to figure out if the feelings are 
mutual. 

“I look for signals, like does 
she laugh at my jokes, does she 
text me first, and if when we 
talk she starts the conversation 
first,” said Manpreet Bhandal.

Stewart looks for eye con-
tact and physical contact during 
a conversation to decipher if a 
woman likes him or not. “Girls 
are always straight forward 
when it comes to flirting,” he 
said.

Danielson said that when she 
likes someone she “keeps eye 
contact so they know [I’m] pay-
ing attention and care.”

Englund said that she, too, 
makes sure to keep eye con-
tact and give lots of attention to 
someone she’s interested in. 

Duderija has a slightly dif-
ferent approach. “I talk less, and 
I’m shy. I smile and laugh a lot 
and give little compliments.”

Reporter Kris Donohue con-
tribued to this story.

Angela Stone/THUNDERWORD
A guy moves to connect physically with that special little lady.
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and HIEN HONG

Staff Reporters

If you’re a lion you may 
roar for a ram. But if 
you’re a fish you might 
flop for a crab. 

“Astrological compatibility 
is so important in determining 
the success of a relationship that 
it may be a good idea to check 
our compatibility with our 
partners before taking the next 
step,” said Monica Monasterio, 
a local astrologer who runs ligh-
tofastrology.com.

There are four pillars of 
compatibility that determines 
the success of a relationship, 
said Monasterio. 

“You would actually have to 
take the ascendant, moon, sun, 
and Venus [signs] into account,” 
she said. The sun sign is what 
most horoscopes in newspapers 
and magazines refer to and is 
determined by the month and 
day you were born. 

“If the two suns are com-
patible, that means they feel a 
deeper spiritual soul connec-
tion with each other. It just feels 
right to them,” Monasterio said.

It’s because “the sun repre-
sents our soul and deeper, spiri-
tual selves,” said Monasterio.

However, “you can’t just 
say that two signs are always 
compatible, it doesn’t work like 
that,” Monasterio said.

In addition, the ascendant 
sign, moon sign, and Venus sign 
should be considered. 

“The ascendant represents 
our outer personality and con-
tribution in the public world,” 
said Monasterio.

If your ascendant sign is 
compatible with another per-
son’s, you “will feel comfort-
able being seen together in pub-
lic,” Monasterio said.

Transfer 101 Workshop!

Thursday, February 21
12:15-1:00 PM
Mt. Skokomish Room-next to the HCC Bookstore
Highline Student Union, Building 8, 2nd floor 

Learn the BASICS of what you need in order to 
transfer to a four-year college!

No need to sign up. Just show up.  
Bring your questions!

• What GPA do I need?

• Do I need to finish my AA to transfer?

• When should I start applying?

• Do I need to pick a major now?

“Without this pillar, there 
will be a lot of distress coming 
from the outside world and this 
would cause a lot of friction in-
side the relationship,” she said. 

Furthermore, the moon sign 
is the pillar that “represents our 
emotions and habitual way of 
thinking,” Monasterio said.

“The moon [sign] is very im-
portant because it determines 
if we can connect mentally and 
emotionally with our partners.” 

“If the two moons are not 
compatible, there may be a lot of 
emotional imbalances and bick-
ering because 
the partners 
don’t see eye-
to-eye on most 
subjects,” said 
Monasterio. 

On the other 
hand, “if they 
are compatible, 
then they would 
have such good 
communication 
that they could 
spend hours and hours on the 
phone without getting bored,” 
she said. 

Finally, the Venus sign is the 
pillar that stands as “the sig-
nificator of relationships, love, 
desire, romance, and marriage,” 
Monasterio said.

When it comes to compat-
ibility, signs are also divided 
into four different elements: air, 
fire, water, and earth. 

Air signs are Gemini, Libra, 
and Aquarius. Fire signs are Ar-
ies, Leo, and Sagittarius. Water 
signs are Cancer, Scorpio, and 
Pisces. Earth signs are Taurus, 
Virgo, and Capricorn.

Generally speaking, the 
signs that are most compatible 
tend to be of the same element. 
For instance, this would mean 
Virgo and Capricorn are com-
patible.

In addition, air signs and fire 
signs and earth signs and water 
signs are also compatible with 
each other, which means Libra 
and Leo or Taurus and Cancer 
may be compatible.

Most students don’t consider 
their astrological sign or advice 
when pursuing relationships, 
but some said they would if they 

knew more 
about it.

“ H o r o -
scopes are fake 
in my opinion,” 
said Justin 
McMullen, a 
Highline stu-
dent.

“I hardly 
ever read horo-
scopes but on 
the few occa-

sions they are read to me, they 
do not fit my personality,” Mc-
Mullen said.

McMullen said he wouldn’t 
take astrological advice for a 
relationship, even if it is a warn-
ing because “horoscopes are on 
par with luck, superstition, and 
fairy tales.” 

Most students who were in-
terviewed said similar things 
about astrology and their horo-
scope.

Horoscopes are just for fun, 
kind of like reading a fortune 
cookie. Relationships should be 
based on what they feel is right, 
not what the stars say, Jawny 
Crownover said.

“Astrology does not influence 
my decisions because a person’s 
sign doesn’t define who they are 
and who they like to be around,” 
said James Collier.

Other students are more open 
to the idea of using astrology as a 
tool to succeed in a relationship.

“If someone told me a specif-
ic sign is good for a relationship, 
I guess it wouldn’t hurt to try,” 
said Collin Nisco.

“I haven’t done much into 
looking at other signs and com-
patibility but all I can say is 
most of my horoscopes are spot 
on,” Rachel Colman said.

“I think that some people 
tend to get along better because 
they have certain characteristics 
that may correlate with their re-
spective horoscopes,” said Syd-
ney Miyahara.

So “I would take that into 
account and [look more] at the 
characteristics that define the 
sign and look for those instead 

of the specific sign,” Miyahara 
said.

“If I got involved with some-
one of [a sign that isn’t com-
patible with mine] I wouldn’t 
change my mind or stop seeing 
them but I might tread more 
carefully,” Abby Gregory said.

One student in particular 
definitely uses astrology as a 
guide in her love life. 

“[Astrology] influences my 
relationship decisions,” said 
Cicely Baker.

“As an Aries I don’t want 
to engage with another wild 
card–it wouldn’t work well–
I wouldn’t date someone who 
was not an Aquarius, Sagittar-
ius, or Gemini. I need someone 
who will let me take the reins,” 
Baker said.

Compatibility  
can be found, just 
look to the skies

“You can’t just 
say that two 

signs are always 
compatible, it 

doesn’t work like 
that.”

- Monica Monasterio

Luis Batlle /THUNDERWORD 
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By MEGAN PORTER
Staff Reporter

What started out as just 
having to fulfill a hu-
manity requirement, 

Davis ended up finding his pas-
sion for the theater.

“I still feel the fire to learn 
more and always push to make 
my performances better,” said 
Davis.

Davis first took Beginning 
Acting in Building 4. There, he 
discovered the world of theater 
and fell in love with the charac-
ters he had to portray.

“Everything about the stage 
was so new and interesting, I 
just couldn’t stay away from it,” 
said Davis.  

This Winter Quarter, Davis 
will be directing Captive Audi-
ence by David Ives and Have A 
Nice Day by Shel Silverstein for 
the One-Act Plays.

Davis said he is taking his 
role as director very seriously. 
He has been helping the actors 
ever since day one of rehearsal 
and he is most excited about 
laying out the show for every-
one to see. 

“You really get a chance to 
let your own artistic ideas shine 
– albeit it is still the actors who 
bring it all to life on stage. It is 
still a wonderful thing to see 
and do,” Davis said. 

Davis is not an overnight 
sensation. To get to where he 
is right now Davis had to go 
through three years of rigorous 
training. 

In the fall of 2010, Davis took 
on his first role as Mr. Three in 
the production of The Adding 
Machine here at Highline. 

The nerves were there, but 
over time Davis had been able 
to adapt to the pre-show jitters. 

“I believe as long as you have 
rehearsed enough you should be 
prepared for almost anything,” 
said Davis. 

As time had passed, Davis 
had been in numerous produc-
tions here at Highline.  Taking 
on characters like Mr. Wick-
ett in The Texarkana Waltz, 
premier/choir master/butler in 
WASP, Polonius in Fortinbras, 
and Internet gas man/angry gas 
man/police officer in Live From 
the Last Night of My Life. 

Davis took his minor roles 
and turned it into a lead role by 
playing Odysseus in the pro-
duction of The Odyssey during 
Fall Quarter 2012. 

“It was definitely exciting 
to be the main focus of every-
thing. It was a lot of work and I 
had tons of fun doing it,” Davis 
said.

Not only has Davis taken on 
a lead role, he has knows what it 
feels like to be a paid actor. 

For his first paid gig, Davis 
was Henry Teide and Sheriff 
Carson in Gentlemen Despera-
do for the Auburn Theatre last 
summer. 

Transforming and perform-
ing different characters allow 
the performer to fall in love 
with the role said Davis. 

“With Mr. Wickett I had to 
learn how to use an electro-lar-
ynx after my character lost his 
voice due to smoking his whole 
life, which was fun to actually 
see and use the artificial voice 
maker,” Davis said. 

“If I could play any role I 
would like to play Biff in the 
play Death of a Salesman, 
which is pretty well-known,” 

Davis said. 
“Or if I ever got heavy into 

musicals I would love to be 
Aladdin in Aladdin: The Musi-
cal.” 

Even though Davis mostly 
enjoys the performance aspect 
of theater, he always sets time 
to assist the stage crew.

“As close as we all are here 
at Highline, you can’t help 
but lend a hand when they are 
building the set,” said Davis. 

“Or striking the set which is 
after closing of a show, we all 
as a cast help out where we can 
and take down, take apart or 
clean whatever we are able to.” 

Davis has started his path in 
becoming a working actor. 

He has sent in his application 
to Cornish College of the Arts, 
a prestigious arts school in Se-
attle. 

The school requires candi-
dates to audition and Davis be-
lieves with a little rehearsal and 
luck, he will be accepted and 
continue his education there. 

He does also plan on apply-
ing to the University of Wash-
ington, Seattle, as well as other 
colleges. “I love to act, and I 
love to watch others acting,” 
Davis said. 

“Whether it be in class or on 
a stage somewhere where I paid 
to get in, the thing you get to see 
and feel on stage there is noth-
ing that ever comes close to it.”

WORDS  WITH  WORD 

Puzzle answers

A passion for the play
Steven Davis wandered into a class and came out an actor

• Movie Fridays. This event 
meets every Friday at Highline for 
a low-key non-credit class through 
Extended Learning. The Interna-
tional Student Programs tries to se-
lect films that are both entertaining 
and good for discussion afterwards.  
They hope students will join them 
and hang around when the reel 
stops spinning. There is no fee to 
participate in Movie Fridays, but at-
tendees must sign in.  Free popcorn 
is served at each film.  Sit back, re-
lax and enjoy. This Friday, Feb. 15, 
Movie Fridays International Student 
Programs will show Summer Wars 
at 12:30 p.m. at Building 29, room 
104.

• Believe in Yourself: The Lena 
Horne Songbook. Lena Horne was 
more than just a pin-up girl of WWII. 
She used her magnificent voice to 
change America’s perceptions of 
our African-American and female 
citizens. Spanning the breadth of 
a 60-year career, her songbook 
speaks to humankind’s potential 
to live in a loving all-inclusive so-
ciety. Songs in this uplifting tribute 
concert include Stormy Weather, 
Bewitched, Honeysuckle Rose, 
Believe In Yourself and more. Per-
formed by gifted vocalists who are 
not impersonators, each Seattle-
based performer is uniquely suited 
to share the songs performed and 
made famous by these iconic stars. 

Tickets cost $19.50 for general 
admission, and $10 for youths (25 
& under). The performance runs at  
Feb. 16 at 8 p.m. One night only. 

Theater location is 3200 SW 
Dash Point Road, Federal Way, WA 
98003. For more information, call 
253-661-1444 or visit the Center-
stage Theatre website: centerstag-
etheatre.com.

• Lend Me A Tenor. Audiences 
have been laughing themselves 
silly at Lend Me A Tenor since the 
1989 Broadway premiere – where 
it received nine Tony nominations. 
Lend Me A Tenor is a madcap 
comedy that takes place when Tito 
Merelli, the fiery-tempered and 
world-famous Italian superstar, ar-
rives in Cleveland, Ohio, to make his 
debut with the local opera and then 
promptly goes missing. As Saun-
ders, the show’s presenter, con-
spires to cover for Tito’s absence, 
placate his hot-blooded wife, and 
distract his most passionate and 
adoring fans, chaos on a truly oper-
atic level ensues. 

The show runs from Friday, 
March 1 to Sunday, March 24. Reg-
ular ticket prices are $28 for adults, 
$24 for seniors or military, and $10 
for youths 25 & under. 

Theater location is 3200 SW 
Dash Point Road, Federal Way, WA 
98003. For more information, call 
253-661-1444 or visit the Center-
stage Theatre website: centerstag-
etheatre.com.

• Photograph 51. Seattle Rep-
ertory Theatre presents an in-
triguing portrait of British scientist 
Rosalind Franklin and her – often 
overlooked – role in the discovery 
of DNA’s double helix structure. 
This complex tale explores how 
Franklin, a smart, stubborn, and 
courageous woman, operated in a 
field dominated by men. A balance 
of the historical, romantic, and sci-
entific, Photograph 51 is a touching 
human play of ideas. Run time is 90 
minutes without intermission. Prices 
and showtimes vary. Contact the 
box office by calling 206-443-2222 
or visit the seattlerep.org for more 
information. Show runs until March 
10. Location for this performance 
is Seattle Repertory Theatre, 155 
Mercer Street, Seattle, WA, 98109.

Joseph Park/THUNDERWORD
Steven Davis comes alive as he directs and rehearses with fellow actors for the One-Act Plays.
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T-Birds tumble to three-game losing streak

By ZACH STEMM
Staff Reporter

The heartbreak continues 
for the T-Birds in a season full 
of close games and overtime 
losses.

Highline lost to Lower Co-
lumbia, 66-63, and fell to Pierce, 
64-62.  The T-Birds then were 
defeated by Tacoma, 90-51.

The T-Bird men’s basketball 
team fell to 4-9 in division play 
with those three losses and end-
ed their hopes of playing in the 
NWAACC tournament.

The T-Birds last made the 
playoffs in the 2010-2011 sea-
son where they lost both of their 
games.

In the previous six seasons, 
Highline has gotten into the  
NWAACC playoffs four times. 

Highline needed at least 
fourth place to make the play-
offs this season.  

The T-Birds are five games 
behind Lower Columbia for 
fourth, but there are only two 
games left to play.

Highline is averaging 62.9 
points per game as a team, 
while their opponents are aver-
aging 67.8 points.

Zach Nunberg/THUNDERWORD
Highline guard Jerron Smith goes up for the layup against contact from Pierce.

There were a few question-
able calls by the officials in the 
first two games, but the T-Birds 
do not blame the officials.

“I do my best to not use the 
officials as a scapegoat for our 
performance,” Head Coach Ché 
Dawson said.  “Officials don’t 
win and lose games, teams do.”

In the Lower Columbia loss, 
the T-Birds possibly could have 
won if they could have knocked 
down a few more 3-pointers.  

Lower Columbia made twice 
the amount of shots from the 
3-point arc, outscoring High-
line 18-9 from deep.

“There were a lot of things 
within our control that would 
have helped us win the Lower 
Columbia game,” Dawson said.

The T-Birds had the last pos-
session of the game.  

They drove the ball down the 
court and attempted a 3-pointer.  
The shot missed, but they got 
the rebound.  That led to an-
other 3-point shot from Roddy 
Hanson to send the game into 
overtime; however, it did not go 
in.

Highline was one of the 
many host gyms sponsoring the 
“Play for Kay” Breast Cancer 
Awareness Program last Satur-
day.

The Kay Yow Cancer Fund 
was developed by Kay Yow in 
2007.

Yow was a former North 
Carolina State women’s head 
basketball coach.  She was di-
agnosed with breast cancer in 

1987, and died after her third 
battle against breast cancer in 
2009.

So far, the Kay Yow Cancer 
Fund has raised $7 million, and 
$2.5 million has been granted 
for scientific and other pro-
grams focused on women’s can-
cers. 

In the loss against Pierce, hot 
scoring runs from long distance 
kept putting Pierce ahead.

Pierce moved to 11-1 with 
the victory and is sitting pretty 
atop the West Division of the 
NWAACC.

Pierce has clinched a playoff 
berth, but they have not secured 
the West Division champion-
ship yet.

Both teams did not shoot 
well.  

Highline shot 35 percent 
from the field while Pierce 
made only 39 percent.

Pierce ended the game with 
three technical fouls.  Guard 
Gary Jacobs was ejected with 
two technical fouls, and for-
ward Derek Porter had the other 
one.

Zach Nunberg/THUNDERWORD
Highline guard ReDell Moore fights through the Pierce defenders.

Jacobs’ first technical was 
from him clapping obnoxiously 
after a free-throw line violation 
by Highline.  Jacobs kept do-
ing it afterwards, and that led 
to him getting ejected from the 
game.

The T-Birds had the last 
possession of the game, down 
by 3 points.  Ira Haywood was 
fouled inside the 3-point arc.  
He made his first free-throw at-
tempt but missed his second to 
bring Highline within two.

“Dang, not again,” is what 
goes through Haywood’s head 
whenever the T-Birds are put in 
this position, he said.

Haywood is averaging 9.3 
points per game.

A clock timing error gave the 
T-Birds another chance to either 
send the game into overtime 
or leave with the upset victory.  
However, the T-Birds had very 
little time left and were unable 
to get a shot off.

The T-Birds were without 
Pepe Hernandez, Hanson, and 
Jaron Heck in the loss.  

Hernandez was not there 

Winless week
pushes Highline
out of playoff
contention

because of a decision by Daw-
son.  Hanson and Heck were in 
a “semi-serious” car accident on 
Friday night, Dawson said.  

Heck returned on Monday 
night in the loss to Tacoma; 
however, Hanson and Hernan-
dez did not play.

Hernandez could possibly 
return on Wednesday.  He is av-
eraging roughly 6.4 points per 
game.

Heck is averaging 7.4 points 
per game.

In the loss to Tacoma, Taco-
ma drastically outshot Highline.  
The T-Birds shot 25 percent 
from the field and only made 13 
baskets compared to Tacoma’s 
52 percent and 36 buckets. 

The T-Birds finish off their 
season with a home game on 
Saturday, Feb. 16 at 3 p.m. 
against Centralia, and a road 
game on Wednesday, Feb. 20 
at 8 p.m. against South Puget 
Sound.

Highline took on Grays 
Harbor on the road last night.  
The results were unavailable at 
presstime.
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Want to travel and 
teach internationally?
Earn your certificate online to teach 

English to speakers of other languages

Active Minds Changing Lives
AA/EO Institution

A TESOL certificate opens doors to international and 
local opportunities. 

Register any quarter!

Start earning Western credits today:
www.wwu.edu/tesol
(360) 650-3336

Learn more at an 
online info session 
Tuesday, Feb. 26

 5 p.m.

Lady ‘Birds on the rim of making playoffs
By KIMBERLY IBARRA

Staff Reporter

Despite going 2-1 last week, 
Highline women’s basketball 
team remains a step away from 
the playoffs.

The team has a league record 
of 7-6 as they remain in fifth 
place in the West Division.

In order to qualify for the 
playoffs, Highline would need 
to go undefeated and Tacoma 
would need to lose their next 
two games.

The T-Birds are a game and 
a half behind Tacoma for fourth 
place.

“After losing to Tacoma, we 
have to beat Centralia to make 
it to the playoffs or we’re done. 
They’re ranked No.1 right now,” 
Fields said.

The T-Birds only have two 
games left in the season. They 
play Centralia and South Puget 
Sound. Highline’s opponents 
have a combined record of 13-
12. 

Tacoma has three games left 
in the season. They will face 
Clark, Lower Columbia, and 
Green River. The Titan’s oppo-
nents have a combined record of 
20-17.

In its most recent games, 
Highline won against Lower 
Columbia on Feb. 6, 59-35. 
They also won against Pierce on 
Feb. 9, 68-66. The T-Birds then 
lost to Tacoma on Feb.11, 64-55. 

The Thunderbirds played 
strong throughout the game 
against Lower Columbia.

“Our game against Lower 
Columbia was our best game. 
Everyone followed the game 
plan. Our sweeps, penetration, 
passes, and defense were almost 
perfect for the whole 40 min-
utes,” forward Christina Fields 

Zach Nunberg/THUNDERWORD
Highline swingman Brianna Fiso goes up for a shot against Pierce.

said.
Highline led at half time, 30-

10. 
Guard Keana Magalei led 

Highline with 21 points. Grace 
Beardemphl and Christina 
Fields both added seven points. 

The T-Birds outrebounded 
the Red Devils. Highline had 

46 rebounds whereas Lower 
Columbia only had 27. 

The Thunderbirds shot 44.6 
percent from the field, 40 per-
cent at the 3-point arc and 70 
percent at the free throw line. 

Highline played strong de-
fense throughout the game. The 
Red Devils shot 22.9 percent 

from the field, 6.7 percent at the 
3-point line, and 50 percent at 
the free throw line. 

“We came out focused and 
ready to play,” Fields said.

In the game against Pierce, 
forward Sienna Pollard was the 
star of the game by making the 
winning shot in the last 30 sec-
onds.

Highline led the first 14 min-
utes of the game, 28-13. 

The Thunderbirds then took 
a step back letting the Lady 
Raiders take a 40-32 halftime 
lead.

“We started out great until 
we let Pierce catch their own 
rhythm and we almost lost it be-
cause we couldn’t get our lead 
back,” Fields said.

Coming back into the second 
half, both teams went neck and 
neck. With 12 minutes left, both 
teams were tied, 45-45 and kept 
it at a close score throughout the 
rest of the game. 

With only 30 seconds left in 
the game, Pollard made a la-
yup off of an offensive rebound 
making the score 68-66. Pierce 
didn’t manage to get a shot in 
the time remaining with High-
line playing good defense.

“Our Pierce game wasn’t so 
great but we came out with a 
win,” Fields said.

Magalei led Highline with 15 
points. Brianna Fiso added 12 
points and Brianna Votaw add-
ed 10. Nicole Smith contributed 
six points, six rebounds, four 
steals, six assists and two turn-
overs. Sienna Pollard had nine 
points and led the team with 11 
rebounds. 

Carli Elwin led Pierce with 

31 points, six rebounds, and 
three steals. Alyssa Simonson 
came through with 17 points, 
six rebounds, four steals, and 
eight turnovers. 

Highline was depending on 
winning against Tacoma in or-
der for them to qualify for the 
playoffs. 

The T-Birds were being con-
servative on keeping the 3-point 
and jump shots low, players and 
coaches said. They went 1-2 at 
the 3-point arc.

The Titans were the oppo-
site of the Thunderbirds. Ta-
coma had 24 points off of their 
3-point shots.

An issue for Highline was 
fouling throughout the game. 

“We foul way too much. We 
need to not foul and not leave 
people wide open for easy buck-
ets,” Assistant Coach Karen 
Nadeau said. 

The T-Birds had 23 fouls 
and one technical foul. The 
Lady Titans only had 15 fouls. 
Beardemphl, Magalei, Votaw, 
all had four fouls. Fiso and Brit-
Tani Terry both had three fouls 
with Fiso having the technical 
foul. 

The Thunderbirds played on 
Wednesday Feb. 13 against the 
Grays Harbor Chokers. Results 
were unavailable at presstime. 

The ladies will take on the 
Centralia Lady Blazers on Sat-
urday, Feb.16. They are current-
ly No. 1 in the West Division 
with a league record of 12-1. 

“We have to work extra hard 
to get a win against them. We 
have to continue to focus with 
what we have been doing the 
last two games,” Fields said.

Huyber pins down trip to Iowa
By ISAIAH WELLER

Staff Reporter

Highline came in last place 
at the regional tournament this 
past weekend.   

Nonetheless, four T-Birds 
are moving on to nationals in 
Iowa on Feb. 22.

Favored North Idaho College 
won the tournament with 136.5 
points followed by Clackamas 
with 113.5, Northwest with 
98.0, Southwest Oregon with 
95.5, Western Wyoming with 
88.5, and Highline with 82.

Highline’s Lucas Huyber 
won first place at 184 pounds. 
Also going to Iowa are Cole Sc-
whartz at 174, Wayne Swartz at 
197, and Ben Tynan at heavy-
weight.

Only the top four in each 
weight class move onto nation-
als unless there is a wildcard.  

Highline had wrestlers place 
in every weight class with Bran-
don Leach fifth at 125; Jake 
Portes, sixth at 133; Max Welsh, 
fifth at 141; Kruba Mansaray, 
sixth at 149; Shawn Weisen-
burg, fifth at 157; Kario Wallin, 
fifth at 165; Schwartz, fourth 
at 174;  Huyber, first at 184; 
Swartz, fifth at 197; and Tynan, 
fourth at heavyweight.

“It doesn’t matter whether 
you took first or fourth, you 
have to forget that and move 
on because the point is your in 
nationals and that’s where your 
mindset has to be,” said Huyber, 
ranked No. 4 in the nation.

Schwartz is ranked sixth na-
tionally.  

Swartz got in with a wild 
card.  Swartz lost to No. 1 
ranked wrestler, VJ Giulio from 
North Idaho College, early in 
the tournament.

“He had some really tough 
matches especially after los-
ing to the best guy in the coun-
try, which set him back in the 
bracket so he had to work his 
way up,” said Huyber.

The final T-Bird to make 
the tournament is Tynan who 
placed fourth at heavyweight. 
Earlier in the season Tynan not 
only stepped up to face bigger 
opponents, but came up with 
huge wins.  The experience ap-
pears to have paid off for him as 
he heads to nationals.

“Ben really stepped up for 
us and it’s still hard for him be-
cause he’s so much smaller then 
the other heavyweights.  But 
he’s still winning big matches 
for us,” said Huyber.

Nationals will be held in 
at Wells Fargo Arena in Des 
Moines, Iowa, beginning Fri-
day, Feb. 22 at 10 a.m.
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By ANGELA STONE
Staff Reporter

Warm up your calculators 
and sharpen your pencils be-
cause Highline is prepping to 
take the annual national math 
test, the AMATYC.

AMATYC stands for Ameri-
can Association of Two-Year 
Colleges. Highline has been 
participating in the AMATYC 
for more than 20 years. 

Highline hopes to continue 
last year’s success on March 7. 

The AMATYC test will be 
given on March 7 in Building 
7 from 2:30-4:30 p.m. Reviews 
will be in the Math Resource 
Center, Building 26, room 
319 Feb. 26 at 2:30 p.m. led by 
part-time math instructor Tim 
Greene and Feb. 28 at 3 p.m. led 
by Hyunwoo (Harry) Kim, Fall 
Quarter’s top scoring student.   

“Each time we give the test, 
we send in the top 10 to 15 stu-
dent scores to the AMATYC 
Student Math league,” Math Re-
source Director Terry Meerdink 
said. 

“Our top five scores are 
added to give us our team score. 
Our two team scores are added 
together for our overall score,” 
she said.

“The 197 two-year colleges 
that participate are ranked and 
you can look up, on the AMA-
TYC web site, who made the 

top 10 nationally and top five 
in each region for the past 11 
years,” Meerdink said.

Last year Highline took first 
place in the Northwest region 
for the first time, and 13th na-
tionally, she said.

“Based on last fall’s team 
score, we are currently ranked 
first in the Northwest region 
and eighth nationally. So we 
are really hopeful for a great 
showing this year. Our fall team 
is Hyunwoo Kim, Tse Fung 
Cheung, Drew Camp, Thinzar 
Aung, and Suhyon Chong,” 
Meerdink said. 

The AMATYC is given bian-
nually and the scores from the 
two different tests are added to-
gether to make Highline’s over-
all score for the year, Meerdink 
said.

“There is a scholarship that is 
usually given to the top student 
nationwide. Our top student last 
year, Hyunwoo (Harry) Kim, 
was first in the Northwest re-
gion and 12th nationally. He 
earned a perfect score of 40 last 
fall, so we have high hopes for 
this year,” she said.

“He got a free copy of Maple 
[a mathematical graphing pro-
gram], a puzzle book, a plaque, 
and $50, as well as recognition 
at our annual math conference 
and at the national AMATYC 
conference last November,” 
Meerdink said. 

“Some of the questions re-
quire knowledge of pre-calculus 
(our Math& 141 and 142), but 
none ever require any higher 
level,” Meerdink said.

All the questions are word 
problems that Meerdink said 
can be solved with basic arith-
metic or beginning algebra con-
cepts. 

All students are invited to 
take the test, and any student 
who is interested in the test 
should try. 

“The students who do the 
best on the test are usually stu-
dents who have taken it before,” 
Meerdink said. 

“If you plan to be here next 
year, you should take the test 
in March this year so you have 
a better chance of making the 
team next year. Also, the past 
18 tests are available along with 
answer keys at amatyc.org/
SML/old-competition-ques-
tions.htm,” she said.

Meerdink also said that any-
one can come by her office in 
Building 18, room 213 for solu-
tions to past tests. 

“I usually get 18 to 20 prob-
lems correct when I work them, 
but it always takes me at least 
eight hours, so it doesn’t really 
count,” Meerdink said.

“Tim Greene is our most 
consistent faculty competitor. 
He has taken every one of the 
last seven tests. He usually has 

AMATYC + Highline = Sure Success

either the top score or the sec-
ond highest score,” Meerdink 
said. 

Greene said, “My scores are 
going up historically.” Greene 
said that he got 27 points Fall 
Quarter when he last took the 
AMATYC.

Though Greene takes the 
AMATYC regularly, “most 
instructors have not taken the 
test,” Meerdink said. “They do 
this for fun and do not count to-
ward our team score.” 

“Dusty Wilson has also 
taken the test often. He usu-
ally places third and has never 
done better than Tim. His aver-
age score is about 23.5 points,” 
Meerdink said. 

“Diana Lee took the test 
twice when she was a student at 
Green River Community Col-
lege, earning 22 and 28 points. 
Then later, when she had a job 
working in their math lab she 
took it twice, earning a 35 and 
a perfect 40,” she said.

“Even when she [Lee] earned 
a perfect score, she didn’t know 
how to solve all of the problems 

but she knew enough to be able 
to eliminate the wrong answers. 
This strategy is often better 
than the [so called] correct-so-
lution strategy,” Meerdink said.

“My solutions aren’t usu-
ally the best to use for strategy 
either, because I show all my 
steps and actually find the cor-
rect solution rather than just 
eliminating the wrong ones,” 
Meerdink said. 

“However, if you are really 
dying to know why the answer 
to question 17 is B, seeing my 
work might help you to be able 
to satisfy your mind and move 
on,” Meerdink said.

The AMATYC is a one-hour, 
20-question multiple-choice 
test. 

Students can earn up to two 
points for each correct answer 
and can lose half a point for each 
incorrect answer, Meerdink 
said.

Greene said that one of the 
difficult things about the AMA-
TYC is that the “problems un-
like anything they’ve seen in 
the class room,” Greene said.

“You have to actually think 
rather than just plug in some 
formula you learned in class,” 
Greene said.

“Leaving a question blank 
gives you zero points. So it is 
better not to guess unless you 
can narrow down your choices 
to two or three. 

“You get a score between -10 
and 40 each time you take the 
test,” Meerdink said.

“One unfortunate thing 
about the way the test is scored 
is that the top score will come 
from someone who put down 
completely random guesses,” 
Greene said.

Terry Meerdink

Example from the AMATYC test:
If Log xy = logyx = 2.9 and xy = 128, find x + y.

A. 32      B. 36      C. 40      D. 48      E. 64

By KARLA BARAJAS
Staff Reporter

Des Moines is looking for 
love and Shannon Kirchberg, 
events and facilities coordina-
tor, thinks she has a few of the 
right places for you.

And to show them off, the 
city is hosting its first Poverty 
Bay Wedding and Event 
Showcase at the Beach Park 
Auditorium on March 16. 

Admission is $5 and parking 
is free.

The primary purpose for 
the showcase is to introduce 
the refurbished auditorium and 
to assist wedding planners and 
couples with whatever their 
wedding needs are. 

Vendors from across the 
Pacific Northwest, including 

c a t e r e r s , 
w e d d i n g 
p l a n ne r s , 
DJs, and 
like com-
panies have 
been invit-
ed to show-
case their 
services.

K i r c h -
berg said 

she might be partnering with a 
wedding magazine to promote 
this event, which leads her to 
expect around 800 to 1,000 
people to attend.

She said she is most excit-
ed to see what the Showcase 
brings, but also wants to extend 
the use of the city’s recreational 
facilities beyond the wedding 
market. 

The facilities are also open to 
companies, governmental orga-
nizations, non-profit organiza-
tions, and schools.

Des Moines Parks and Rec-
reation has several locations for 
events of a variety of shapes and 
sizes:

• The Beach Park Auditorium 
is the new addition to the Beach 
Park Event Center. 

It is 3,700 square feet space, 
has an 18 by 25-foot stage, and 
can accommodate up to 525 
people. What truly makes this 
location unique is the rich his-
tory it has. 

Not only is it on the National 
Register of Historic places, but 
it was also once a chapel located 
right on the birthplace of Des 
Moines.

“There are very few places 

like this, which makes this 
facility much more desirable,” 
Kirchberg said.

• The Founders Lodge at the 
Event Center has floor-to-ceil-
ing windows to view Poverty 
Bay and the Olympic Mountain 
Range and accommodates up to 
80 people.  It also includes a full 
kitchen with tables and chairs.

• The Des Moines Activity 
Center across town not only has 
a view of Mount Rainer, but the 
patio, featuring picnic tables, 
opens onto Mary’s Rose Garden 
with its running fountain. 

The facility accommodates 
120 people.

• The Field House consist 
of two levels. The upper level 
is a 48 by 97-foot gymnasium, 
which is the perfect size for 
large gatherings. 

Tables and chairs accom-
modating 220 people, and a full 
kitchen are included. 

The lower level is the Field 
House Large Meeting Room, a 
studio. 

This meeting room accom-
modates 60 tables and chairs, 
the right size for a small inti-
mate gathering.

The Beach Park Event Cen-
ter Auditorium and Founders 
Lodge are found at 22020 Cliff 
Ave. S. 

The Activity Center is found 
at 2045 S. 216th St., and the 
Field House is at 1000 S. 220th 
St. 

More information about the 
facilities rental is available at 
desmoineswa.gov or by contact-
ing Kirchberg by phone at 206-
870-9370.

Event to help those planning weddings

Kirchberg
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 Your academic achievement at Highline can make PLU’s private university 
education cost the same as a public university.

To learn more, contact 
Sean Lacy, 
Director of Transfer 
Admission 
sean.lacy@choose.plu.edu

• $17,000 per year

• 3.5+ GPA

• March 1, 2013 Deadline

Visit www.choose.plu.edu/transfer to apply

           Fall 2013

Fear
continued from page A1

Zach Nunberg/THUNDERWORD
Garth Neufeld, a psychology professor at Highline said the fear of 
the unknown is what may contribute to the overall childhood fear 
of the dark.

Sometimes The Thunderword gets sad because you don’t want an ad.
To advertise with The Thunderword email emoran@highline.edu.

watching It with my par-
ents; I was 6 years old,” 
she said.  “I would imagine 
the clown but with floating 
eyes.”

Setter said that she would 
envision the clown pushing 
her below other beds, bury-
ing her underneath them.

“I didn’t like the idea of 
things being able to creep up 
on me,” said another student, 
Amy Elijah.

“I was afraid of the boo-
gieman after watching that 
movie, clowns, ghosts—
yeah, The Haunting on Dis-
covery Channel,” student 
Anthony Duong said.

The above-mentioned 
fears do not always hold on 
forever though.

“By 6 or 7 [years old], 
these kinds of fears are dis-
appearing, the imaginary 
fears,” Neufeld said.

This brings out another 
factor that contributes to the 
commonness of fear of the 
dark during childhood: cog-
nitive development.

“You need experience to 
know how protected you are, 
[and] you also need pragmat-
ic thinking to know [which is 
reality],” Frickle said.

“Someone [has] to teach 
you that, usually.”

And so “for children to be 
afraid of the dark is logical, 
until they grow old enough,” 
she said.

As adults, it is true that 
humans are more protected 
from the dark—being larger 

and more able-bodied, but the 
change in their perceptions and 
thinking about it is what really 
allows them to outgrow the fear.

Some, however, hold onto it 
into adulthood, like student Ki-
ara Hill.

“I feel like I’m more scared 
now than I was then,” she said.

To understand why this fear 
is sometimes retained even later 
in life, recall that the facts still 
remain that humans are more 
vulnerable in the dark and that 
the fear is a survival mecha-
nism.

Another fact is a concept 
called availability heuristic.

This means that humans will 
more easily remember dramatic 
instances of events rather than 
thinking about the more numer-
ous other times when things 
were less spectacular, said Fric-
kle.

“Our minds tend to go that 
direction,” she said, “[but the] 
vivid examples [are] far, far less 

likely than the hundreds that are 
not harmed everyday.”

Stories of people being 
robbed in the dark, thus, may 
come to mind much quicker 
than all the times that others 
have walked home without a 
problem.

Students have further 
thoughts on what may be fac-
tors in fearing the dark.

“Because scary things hap-
pen when it’s dark,” said Han-
nah Singer.

“Maybe because movies and 
TV shows show people dying,” 
Tanner Seramur.

“The absence of light is un-
natural,” said Antonio Schiaf-
fino. “It deprives us of the sense 
we rely on most.” 

Neufeld stated a reason that 
he believes that might contrib-
ute to fear of the dark.

“I think it’s the unknown,” he 
said. “I believe darkness and the 
unknown inspire fight or flight 
in us.”

Federal Way votes in 
new council members

By LOGAN MILLER
Staff Reporter

After Federal Way City 
Council members Linda Koch-
mar and Roger Freeman were 
elected to the state House of 
Representatives, Kelly Malo-
ney and Diana Noble-Gulliford 
were chosen to fill their places 
on the council.

Recently, the Federal Way city 
council held a special meeting to 
choose the two new members.  

A total of 20 people applied for 
the two newly-vacant positions.

During this meeting, the appli-
cants were each given five minutes 
to make their cases, then another 
five minutes to answer questions 
from the council members.

The city council then met for an 
executive session, nominated candi-
dates, and cast their votes in public.

The first round ended with Kel-
ly Maloney being selected.

Maloney is the director of mar-
keting for Orion Industries, an 
aerospace product manufacturing 
company located in Federal Way.

This second round of voting 
ended with Diana Noble-Gul-
liford, president of the Histori-
cal Society of Federal Way, tied 
with small business owner Tom 
Medhurst, with three votes go-
ing to each candidate.

The Deputy Mayor of Federal 
Way, Jim Ferrell, suggested that 
the council continue the discus-
sion publicly.  The members of 

the council eventually agreed to 
another executive session.

The tie was broken when Ma-
loney switched her vote.  The 
council selected Noble-Gulli-
ford as its second new member.

Resource director 
transfers to Tacoma

By MEGAN PORTER
Staff Reporter

Human Resources Director 
Beth Brooks will be leaving 
Highline and will be transfer-
ring to Tacoma Community 
College to be closer to home.

Brooks has been at Highline 
for two years and will be in 
her office for the last time Feb. 
22. She will be transferring to 
Tacoma Community College 
March 4 as their new human re-
sources director. 

Larry Yok says they will be-
gin the recruitment and selection 
process soon and hopes to have 
Brooks’ replacement by the end of 
May.  

“I’m very fortunate here and that 
we have built a good staff where we 
continue to grow,” said Brooks.

It was a difficult decision for 
Brooks.

“There are different attributes 
to each, both of them are good 
institutions. Both have good ad-

ministrations, I think the faculty 
at both are excellent,” said Brooks. 

“It was just a decision that 
provided me with possibly some 
more career growth and it was a 
little closer too, I live in Tacoma 
so it’s a little closer to every-
thing I kinda do,” she said. 

Last week Brooks was at a 
Human Resources Management 
Commission, where all 34 com-
munity colleges and technical 
school’s human resources direc-
tors meet quarterly.  

“They are good friends, yeah 
they’ve become good friends. 
They’re all incredibly bright, 
very dedicated, I’ve learned a 
lot from them,” Brooks said. 

Brooks said she has loved her 
time at Highline and would like 
to eventually come back.

 “I’m sure I’ll see people and 
I’ll be back, I hope to be back. 
Like I’ve said, I’ll miss friends 
and colleagues that I’ve made 
here,” Brooks said. “I’ll miss 
them.”
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“it was voted out of the Senate 
Commerce and Labor Commit-
tee on a party-line vote, four 
Republicans voted in support of 
repealing FMLI, and the three 
Democrats on the committee 
voted against the bill,” Sen. 
Keiser said.

“I cannot predict the future 
for SB 5292 at this point,” said 
Sen. Keiser.

The Family Medical Leave 
Insurance law is “a really im-
portant issue,” said Marilyn 
Watkins, policy director of the 
Economic Opportunity Insti-
tute.

The law is an “important 
way to really help everyone 
fulfill responsibilities,” said 
Watkins.

Watkins attended a press 
conference last week on Tues-
day for SB 5292 and the House 
companion bill, HB 1457 and 
a supporter of Sen. Keiser’s 
bill.

It can help parents bond with 
their newborn “by having those 
early weeks and months,” said 
Watkins.

In addition, it’s “important 
that people have the time off for 
aging relatives,” Watkins said. 
For “care and emotional sup-
port.”

The law is a “prime respon-
sibility for the state and federal 
government,” said Watkins.

Watkins said she is hopeful 
the family medical leave insur-
ance laws will “keep moving 
through the [legislative] pro-
cess.”

At the press conference, 
there was “a really strong turn 
out of people,” Watkins said.

“We had business owners, 
parents, [and senior citizens],” 
she said.

“Family Medical Leave 
Insurance is good for moms, 
dads, and babies and the econ-
omy and taxpayers too,” said 
Sarah Francis.

Francis is a campaign direc-
tor of MomsRising, an orga-
nization who also supports the 
bill.

MomsRising is an organiza-
tion that brings forth issues re-
lating to women, mothers, and 
families to elected officials.

“Studies show that paid fam-
ily leave after the birth of a child 
combats poverty, gives children 
a healthy start, lowers infant 
mortality by more than 20 per-
cent and helps lower the wage 
gap between women and men, ” 
said Francis.

“At the same time it can 
benefit businesses’ bottom line. 
This saves everyone—from par-
ents to taxpayers to business-
es—money in the long run,” 
Francis said.

“We are optimistic that leg-
islators will do the right thing 
for Washington families,” said 
Francis.

eral Education Certificate, 
have not been convicted of a 
felony misdemeanor, and are 
at least 15 years old.

The Deferred Action pro-
gram recently held a work-
shop where people filled out 
applications. 

“We helped about 100 people 
with their applications,” said 
Lamb. There were 200 people 
altogether at this workshop. 

Once accepted into the pro-
gram, an immigrant is unlikely to 
be deported while in this program.

“Currently, without any legal 
status, they could be arrested 
and deported at any time,” said 
Lamb. “They have no legal pro-
tection from deportation.”

“People who get this status, it 

seems unlikely that they would 
take it away,” said Lamb. Cur-
rently there is no way for non-
citizens to get citizenship in the 
United States. 

“The hope is that during those 
two years Congress will pass im-
migration reform,” Lamb said. 
“There are too many people to 
find and deport everybody.”

“The main people who are 
deported are those who have 
committed crimes,” Lamb said. 

“Basically the government 
knows they are here but won’t 
deport you unless you have 
committed crimes.” 

People interested in applying 
can find the applications online 
at www.uscis.gov/uscis. The 
i821d form is all they need to 
fill out. More information can 
also be found at nwrip.org, or 
by contacting Bruce Lamb at 
blamb@highline.edu, or Zaida 
Rivera at nwirp@nwirp.org. 
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