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Although enrollment is down, many people still had to endure 
long lines during the first week of school. 

By Mike Simpson
Staff Reporter 

Running Start enrollment 
numbers for Fall Quarter are 
up, but not enough to offset a 
steep decline in enrollment of 
full-time students that has the 
college officials casting a wary 
eye at the Highline budget.

The enrollment decline was 
not unexpected given improve-
ments in the King County 
economy. Generally, a healthy 
economic climate reflects 
weakened enrollment patterns 
as wage-earners find employ-
ment and postpone higher ed-
ucation.

The college measures its 
enrollment in full-time equiv-
alents.  FTEs are not a head-
count, but the number of 
credits taken college-wide that 
equals full-time enrollment.  
This quarter, the number of 

FTEs fell to 3,465, as of Oct. 
4.  That’s down from 3,631 on 
Oct. 4, 2015 and 3942 on Oct. 
4, 2012.

This is a trend across all 
Washington state community 
colleges, said Dr. Lisa Skari, 
Highline vice president of In-
stitutional Advancement.

State funding, which counts 
for 57 percent of Highline’s 
budget, would decrease if FTE 
numbers fall too low, she said.

College administrators 
have been aware of the po-
tential of declining FTEs and 
have budgeted accordingly.

“Our budget for this year is 
extremely conservative,” Dr. 
Skari said.

During high employment 
periods, community college 
enrollments tend to fall.
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Highline princess 
brings awareness 
of domestic abuse

Enrollment down, 
but Running Start 
numbers soar

By Olivia Sullivan
Staff Reporter

Highline student Salome 
Munyaka recently became a 
princess and plans to use her 
royal status to help others. 

Munyaka, of Federal Way, 
competed in the Miss Africa 
Washington pageant last month 
and won the title of First Prin-
cess of Washington state, as well 
as best natural beauty. 

The pageant aimed to “pro-
mote, honor, and advance the 
status of African women by 
empowering…intelligent, pow-
erful, and ambitious women to 
achieve their full potential via 
successful education and per-
sonal growth through leader-
ship and constant involvement 
in community service,” accord-
ing to the pageant website.

Fifteen women from various 
parts of Africa were featured in 
five different pageant segments.

The first was an ethnic open-
ing dance that all of the women 
danced together to showcase 
their unity, Munyaka said, fol-
lowed by a presentation of Afri-
can haute couture, a parade of 
nations and an evening gown 
segment.

The women also had a plat-
form presentation where they 
spoke about a global issue they 
are passionate about. In three 
and a half minutes, the women 
had to explain what the problem 
is, who the population at risk is, 

Olivia Sullivan/THUNDERWORD
Salome Munyaka competed in the Miss Africa Washington pageant 
last month and spoke about the hardships she faced in Kenya. 

and why the issue is of such im-
portance, Munyaka said. 

Munyaka moved to Wash-
ington last December to escape 
the abuse she faced in Kenya, 
she said.

“I am a victim of domestic 
abuse, that’s an issue very close 
to my heart,” Munyaka said. 

See Princess, page 12
See Enrollment, page 12

Monday deadline for online voter registration
By Cris Romero
Staff Reporter

The presidential election is 
Nov. 8 and for those not regis-
tered to vote, help is on the way.

A voter registration drive 

will take place on Oct. 10, from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Student 
Union Building, just outside the 
Bookstore.

Volunteers from political sci-
ence classes will be there to help 
students get registered. 

For this event, you will need 
a government-issued ID and 
you need to be 18 or older before 
Nov. 8 to register. 

“It’s important for people to 
voice their input officially on 
the ballot [in order] to begin 

making change,” said student 
Madison Hall-Lambert, who is 
involved in the project.

There are three ways to regis-
ter to vote here in King County: 
Online, by mail, or in-person. 

By mail, you will need to 

ELECTIONS
2016

See Voting, page 12



Campus Life   |   Highline College   |   October 6, 2016Page 2

Chris Welch Photo
Over the course of 24 hours hackers put their skills to the test during Hackathon event in Boston.

Student hacks his way to second
Individual 
keeps Public 
Safety busy

By Kori Spencer
Staff Reporter

Campus security officers 
were called to the library on 
Sep. 19 to investigate a dis-
turbance between two indi-
viduals. The discussion was 
very loud and involved inap-
propriate language. 

Officers determined one 
of the participants was a 
non-student who refused to 
identify himself. He was or-
dered to leave campus. 

The next day, security 
was called to the west side of 
Building 8 in regards to the 
same individual who was 
laying on the stairs. The per-
son had stated that he had 
been drinking all day and 
then was asked to leave cam-
pus. 

Later a custodian contact-
ed security about the same 
person who was then found 
in a stall in the men’s bath-
room. Security escorted the 
man to South 240 St. and 
told him not to return to 
campus. 

Teacher stuck in 
tough situation 

An officer was dispatched 
in reference to a faculty 
member stuck in the west el-
evator of the Library on Sep. 
19. 

Security arrived on scene 
of the second floor but by 
that time the elevator began 
working again and the fac-
ulty member managed to 
escape. 

The display above the ele-
vator, that shows what floor 
it is on, was reading “2v” 
when it wasn’t moving. 

Hit and run 
in East Lot

A hit and run was report-
ed on Oct 4. Security was 
called to the east Lot and 
made contact with the owner 
of the vehicle and her hus-
band. 

Their vehicle was a white 
2013 Nissan four door and 
was parked in the East Lot at 
10:45 a.m. 

The student had returned 
to her car at 1 p.m. and had 
noticed damage on the front 
of the car. The front passen-
ger bumper was cracked and 
dented. 

The student had then 
gone home for the day, but 
then returned to file a report.

By Joey Gomez
Staff Reporter

A Highline engineering stu-
dent placed second in a software 
hacking competition on Sept. 17 
- 18 at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology in Boston.

Emanuel Rujoni was part of 
a four-person delegation that 
competed with more than 1,000 
students from across the nation 
and internationally who gath-
ered to test their computer pro-
gramming skills. 

For 24 hours the competitors 
at HackMIT experimented with 
software and hardware to find 
a way to “make things easier” 
when using common technolo-
gy, Rujoni said.

Although, these aren’t the 
security ninjas who gain access 
to your laptop’s webcam, Rujoni 
said, these software gurus were 
able to convert a normal violin 
into a mockup of the gaming 
sensation, Guitar Hero.

It was the first time these 
four students from Highline 
had attended a hackathon.

“It was quite the experience,” 
Rujoni said.  “Apars [Walia, one 
of the group] thought it would 
be a good idea.”

The groups were limited to a 
maximum of four students, he 
said.

“All four of us toured the 
MIT campus all day Friday,” 
Rujoni said. 

That’s when they decided to 
network with others and try to 
diversify their teams.   While 
networking, the students met 
hackers of different national-
ities. Rujoni befriended two 
students from Scotland who 
became his teammates for the 
competition.

Rujoni’s team worked on 
an election data website, with 
which his team had to find the 
most efficient use for Wikipe-
dia to explain topics of the U.S. 

presidential election.
“It’s a lot of work to do in just 

24 hours,” Rujoni said. “My role 
was the front-end visuals of the 
website.”

Rujoni said there was an abun-
dant supply of chips, granola 
bars, Red Bull, and other snacks 
for the 24-hours from, 11a.m. Sat-
urday to 11a.m. Sunday. 

“I didn’t want to have an en-
ergy crash during the competi-
tion,” he said.

There were many sponsors 
at the HackMIT event such as; 
Ford, Microsoft, Playstation, 
Postmates, Nasdaq, Facebook, 
Google, Walt Disney, GoDaddy, 
and the list goes on. The spon-
sors not only supplied a mul-
titude of free items at their re-
spective area, they also offered 
students the use of their APIs 
(application program interface), 
for which they would receive 
incentives. Rujoni and his team 
earned second place in their 
category, and received Raspber-
ry Pis. 

More sweets? 
Not quite. Raspberry Pi is a 

small programmable computer.  
That was just one of the 

“$76,570 in prizes available to 
the participants,” Walia said.

Unlike Rujoni’s team, which 
consisted of three strangers; 
Walia’s team wasn’t so diverse. 
Walia, who is now a computer 
science major at the University 
of Washington, had Mae Mc-
Quage, another Highline en-
gineering student on her team. 
Also on their team was UW 
student Pooja Sethi, and Nina 
Volkmuth from the University 
of California, Irvine. 

Also attending from High-
line was Barinder Hunji. 

“All participants had varying 
levels of experience and fields of 
expertise,” Walia said. 

That created a more balanced 
environment for the competi-
tion, she said.

The sponsors represented at 
HackMIT also provided men-
tors who were “experts in their 
field,” Walia said.

Each member supplied indi-
vidual perspectives to the team. 

“We all collaborated and 

contributed in our own ways to 
get to our final project,” Walia 
said. Unfortunately, “no one on 
the team had used the Facebook 
Messenger Platform, so it took 
us some time to get familiar 
with” the program, she said. 

Once the team had made 
themselves comfortable with 
the Messenger Platform and 
coding software Node.js, they 
ended up with a Facebook Mes-
senger bot called Pous Chef, 
Walia said. 

The bot aids in finding “rec-
ipes you can make using the in-
gredients you have,” Walia said. 
Users provide a list of ingredi-
ents they already have in “natu-
ral language and Pous Chef will 
find relevant recipes,” Walia 
said. 

“Our team was very proud of 
the fact we had a finished prod-
uct,” Walia said. “We hadn’t ex-
pected our idea to work, much 
less be complete.

”With a fully functioning 
product, the team aims to en-
able their audience to order gro-
ceries via Pous Chef.

Get connected 
to resources

The 2-1-1 agency is hosting 
a free workshop to educate the 
community about what the 2-1-
1 resource line is and to connect 
people with resources such as 
food, shelter, housing, rent and 
utility assistance, governmental 
assistance programs, health-
care, education and more.

2-1-1 is a number people 
can call to get connected to 
health and human services 
and referrals, supported by 
United Way and other chari-
table groups. 

 The event is today from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. in Building 8, in 
the Mt. Olympus room. Every-
one is welcome.

Domestic Violence 
Awareness events

Women’s Programs is hosting 
three events in honor of Domes-
tic Violence Awareness Month. 

• The first is a two-day t-shirt 
art project. Students, faculty 
and staff are invited to come 
decorate a t-shirt to pay homage 
to victims and survivors of do-
mestic violence. 

Highline is participating in a 
national domestic violence aware-
ness event called the Clothesline 
Project on Wednesday, Oct. 12 
and Thursday, Oct. 13, from 9 
a.m. until 2 p.m. in Building 6 on 
the first floor outside of Women’s 
Programs. You can decorate a 
shirt which will be on display as it 
dries, then you can pick it up and 
have it as keepsake.

• Accompanying this event 
will be a seminar entitled Do-
mestic Violence 101, held from 
10 a.m.-11 a.m. in Building 2, 
room 101. A domestic violence 

expert will be talking about 
what domestic violence really is, 
recognizing the signs of domes-
tic abuse, the barriers in leaving 
an abuser, reasons people stay 
and what we can do about do-
mestic violence.

• There will also be a YWCA 
domestic violence resource table 
at the at the Clothesline Project 
during the second day of the 
event from 9 a.m. to noon. 

Science Seminar 
shakes it up

Earthquake preparedness is 
the topic of discussion at this 
week’s Science Seminar.

Puget Sound sits on a fault 
like, and residents have a high 
chance of experiencing an 
earthquake.  Geology professor 
Stephaney Puchalski will in-
form attenders of the risks, and 
discuss how to be prepared.

The Science Seminar is 

weekly Seminar that happens 
every Friday from 1:30 to 2:25 
p.m. in building 3, room 102.

Tips for Success 
Tuesdays 

The Career and Student Em-
ployment Center is hosting a 
weekly workshop every Tuesday 
to teach students how to suc-
ceed in the workforce.

Different employers and staff 
members will present the work-
shop each week.

They will teach skills for cre-
ating resumes, how to interview 
successfully, networking tips, 
benefits of social media such as 
LinkedIn, professionalism and 
mock interviews.

Registration is required.  you 
can Register at: https://studen-
temployment.highline.edu/
workshops.php

The next workshop is Oct. 11 
from 1-2 p.m.
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By Olivia Sullivan
Staff Reporter

 
One Highline professor un-

derstands that students need a 
little TLC.

Dr. Helen Burn, a math pro-
fessor at Highline, is now also 
the director of a curriculum 
research group after she was 
awarded a grant of $320,742 
from the National Science 
Foundation.

  The grant will be used to 
research strategies to increase 
the amount of underrepresent-
ed students in science and math 
fields, but mainly focused on 
calculus, Dr. Burn said.

  “The grant is titled Transi-
tioning Learners to Calculus in 
Community College, or TLC, 
like tender loving care,” Dr. 
Burn said.

 One of the goals for the grant 
is to create a network of colleges 
that are committed to improve-
ment, Dr. Burn said. She hopes 
to have 50 colleges connected by 
the end of the three years.

  The research-based goal 
of the project is to develop an 
institutional self-assessment, 
commonly referred to as a 
change tool, she said.

 “This grant is about transi-
tioning learners,” Dr. Burn said. 
“But what we’re really focused 
on are students who have been 
historically under served.”

 Students of color and women 
are among some groups of un-
derrepresented individuals in 
the math world, said Dr. Burn.

  The technical term used to 
describe these students is URM 
– underrepresented racial mi-
norities.

 “None of us are fond of that 
because you look around High-
line – these students are not un-
derrepresented,” Dr. Burn said. 
“They’re underserved.”

 As a student, the transition 
to calculus can be a long se-
quence, said Dr. Burn. 

 The change tool will specif-
ically outline areas where insti-
tutions are doing well and areas 
that could use improvement, 
and provide strategies to rem-
edy some of the barriers that 
hinder success in the classroom, 
Dr. Burn said. 

 The development of the tool 
will come from a combination 

of the data collected via surveys 
and campus visits to exemplary 
institutions, she said.

 Dr. Burn and her team plan 
to analyze institutions that are 
classified as Minority-Serving 
Institutions. The designations 
for this include serving certain 
groups of students, such as His-
panic, Native American, Black, 
or Asian American. 

  “We want to connect in-
stitutions to each other,” Dr. 
Burn said. “That [way], the 
ideas get shared and promoted 
and built upon…to build mo-
mentum. 

 “I don’t think anyone’s ever 
done something like this,” she 
said. “I think it’s going to blos-
som in ways we can’t even envi-
sion yet.”

 Dr. Burn said she would like 
to see numbers go up in areas 
such as students graduating in 

science and math fields. 
  “If you look at where stu-

dents start, especially for 
certain groups, like Latino 
students, they tend to over-
whelmingly start in communi-
ty colleges,” Dr. Burn said. “If 
we have any hope of creating 
more Latino scientists, it has 
to come through the commu-
nity colleges. I’m hoping this 
grant gives ways for faculty to 
improve the situation without 
feeling like they’re reverse-dis-
criminating.”

 Highline has predominantly 
white faculty and predominant-
ly students of color, Dr. Burn 
said.  

 “I would like to help shift the 
feel to think about how [facul-
ty] can be more inclusive,” she 
said. “There’s a discomfort with 
special programs that needs to 
be remedied. People need to 

be thinking about things more 
comprehensively.” 

  Students commonly suffer 
from the “Impostor Syndrome,” 
where students believe that they 
don’t really belong at college or 
that they can’t graduate with a 
degree in science or math.

“There’s this idea of ‘fake it 
until you make it’,” Dr. Burn 
said. “You have got to get over 
it. Everyone is psyched out 
to be here. Students are pret-
ty close to dropping out of a 
course in the first two to three 
weeks. Those are absolutely 
essential.”

It is crucial for students in the 
first few days of class to believe 
that they can do the material, 
that they’re going to be able to 
connect with the instructor, and 
that the course has relevance to 
their future, Dr. Burn said. 

“That’s the type of social psy-

chological stuff that needs to be 
brought into math education so 
that faculty have other ways to in-
terpret a student’s behavior,” Dr. 
Burn said. “This will make them 
want to engage in talent develop-
ment, rather than gatekeeper.”

If a student only does half of 
an assignment and then receives 
negative feedback, it validates the 
student’s impostor syndrome, Dr. 
Burn said. So students protect 
their ego by not turning in work 
at all.

“The student could have a 
perfectly good reason for not 
turning in work and it has to do 
with identity protection and self 
defense mechanisms,” she said. 

 Working alongside Dr. Burn 
is Dr. Vilma Mesa, an associate 
math professor at the school 
of education of University of 
Michigan; Dr. J. Luke Wood, an 
associate professor of commu-
nity college leadership at San 
Diego State University; and Dr. 
Eboni Zamani-Gallaher, a pro-
fessor of the department of edu-
cation policy, organization, and 
leadership at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

 “I think what’s special about 
this grant is our unique research 
team,” Dr. Burn said. “Vilma 
[and I] are both in math,” Dr. 
Burn said. “Luke and Eboni are 
specialists in community col-
lege student success – they’re 
not in math.”

 By creating a diverse team of 
various specialists, she said this 
will help offer multiple perspec-
tives to solve barriers.

“Eboni studies student tran-
sition, so she has many theo-
retical ideas about transition 
points and barriers,” Dr. Burn 
said. “Luke has developed a 
sociological ecological model 
based on his work in California, 
and we’re going to extract ideas 
from that.”

 “It’s kind of like calling Mick 
Jagger and asking ‘Hey, you 
want to play in my band?’” Dr. 
Burn said. “All three of them 
are rock stars in their field.”

Dr. Burn has worked at 
Highline for 22 years and has 
participated in several smaller 
grants before. This grant is the 
first one where she will be the 
principal investigator. 

Due to the data collection, 
research, and travels, Dr. Burn 
will not be teaching as much in 
the next three years, but said 
she is incredibly thankful for 
Highline’s support. 

“It’s not that unusual for fac-
ulty to be involved in national 
projects,” Dr. Burn said. “We 
have a history of supporting 
that and encouraging that. This 
is just the latest example that’s 
in my area. Highline is a com-
plex organization and it attracts 
faculty that are talented in 
many areas in addition to class-
room teaching.”

Highline professor leads research 
group to diversify calculus field

Wangari Muranga/THUNDERWORD
Dr. Helen Burn currently teaches math at Highline and is now the director of  a research group.

Dr. Helen 
Burn wants to 
build a dialogue 
between 
colleges on 
racial inclusion
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Yo hablo CVR

We can disagree and 
not be disagreeable 

Voter registration 
drive here Oct. 10

That’s no clown - that’s my brother.

Have something to say? 

Have something you want to say to the student body?

The Highline Thunderword is asking for students to 
voice their opinions on what matters to them. We’re ac-
cepting submissions in the form of letters and columns.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 200 
words; columns should be no more than 600 words. 

Send submissions to thunderword@highline.edu by 
Monday for print on Thursday.

Write to us!

Your vote is your voice. Voting is a right that every U.S. 
citizen has.

Your vote does not count more or less than anyone else’s.  
Your vote always counts as much as anyone else’s no, matter if 
you’re rich or poor. 

Your vote counts to the point where it can make a difference 
between winning or losing. Elections in Washington have been 
decided by as few as 20 votes.

Voting allows you to participate in elections. Voicing your 
opinion impacts others, not just yourself. 

A well-known example is immigration laws. Some can-
didates might think that the immigrations laws aren’t strict 
enough and others might think otherwise. 

Donald Trump is known for saying that he wants to throw 
out all immigrants. This could affect a chunk of the Highline 
student population. So who becomes president is important.

There are plenty of important things to vote for on the bal-
lot, not just the presidency. Other things to consider to vote for 
are Sound Transit, Washington state government, legislators 
for your district specifically, judges and the governor.  

Plenty of people complain about the government. However, 
those same people are often the people who don’t participate 
when it comes to voting. 

If you can vote and are complaining about the government, 
take the time to complain to the right people by voting. Voting 
is the way to complain about what most concerns you as a citi-
zen of the United States. 

Remember that your vote will always count. Despite all the 
outcry, the United States has very little voter fraud  -- except 
when governments try to keep people from voting.  We have to 
fight for our right, and exercise it. 

Women and people of color were long prevented from 
voting.  Women had to fight for their right to vote and so did 
people of color. Honor those that fought for your right to vote 
by voting. 

Voting is not all that hard.
Some people may wonder what should be done in order to 

vote. Here are steps for Washington state residents:
•Must have a valid Washington state identification card or 

driver’s licenses.
•Must register to vote. There are three options to register to 

vote one option is online with the deadline of Oct. 10, anoth-
er option is by mail with the deadline of Oct. 8, and if you’re 
registering in person the deadline is Oct. 31. 

Must meet the registration requirements:
•Must be a U.S. citizen
•Must be 18 years old by Nov. 8
•Live in a Washington state address by Oct. 9
Voter Registration will be happening in the Student Union, 

second floor, on Oct. 10 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Bring a valid ID 
or driver’s licenses. 

To see if you’re registered to vote, check online at https://
weiapplets.sos.wa.gov/MyVote/#/login. 

We all have our own opinions 
and sharing different opinions is 
one way to relate to try and un-
derstand others who don’t quite 
see the world as we do. 

That’s generally a good thing.
However, what I don’t think 

is acceptable is to start attack-
ing each other personally. Or to 
shove your beliefs down some-
one’s throat. 

Having a different opinion 
from other people can create a 
valuable experience when talking 
with someone. Different opinions 
bring a piece of knowledge from 
the other person that perhaps 
might help them and you under-
stand each other better. 

Personally I have seen this a 
lot when it comes to religion.

I used to go to a Christian 
church. I never liked how the 
pastor would always talk bad 
about other religions, imply-
ing that Christianity is the only 
true religion. 

There is no right or wrong 
religion, even though I do find 
that most Christians I have en-
countered have their mind set 
that Christianity is the only 
religion that counts. Thinking 
that your religion is the best 
religion for everyone is a little 
close-minded. 

We can always disagree with 
people’s perspective. But don’t 
make it a cause of argument 
among you and the other person. 

I commonly see people ar-
guing about subjects for which  
there is no right or wrong way 
of thinking about the topic. 

Respecting boundaries, is im-
portant to maintain a good com-
munication with other people. 
Some topics such as religion and 
politics are sensitive topics that 
are hard for people to agree on. 

Problems surface when people 

don’t respect what others think 
and try to convince people that 
their thoughts are wrong. 

In reality, everyone’s 
thoughts have value.

People should be able to get 
along with each other regard-
less if they agree on certain 
topics. If this means not talking 
about certain topics with cer-
tain people to get along, then 
just respect those wishes. 

I think people should be able to 
compromise in order to get along. 

I also think something to 
keep in mind is being mature 
enough to accept that someone 
can disagree with your thoughts 
or opinions. 

Maturity can be a life sav-
er. Especially if someone starts 
to attack your personal beliefs. 
Don’t engage, instead calmly 
change the topic or ask polite-
ly to move if the person could 
move away from the topic.

In the end we all have dif-
ferent opinions, and we have 
to understand that sometimes 
we might not agree with what 
someone is saying. But that 
doesn’t mean we attack the per-
son’s beliefs.

Cinthia Velez-Regalado is the 
Opinion Editor of the Thunder-
word.

Cinthia Velez-Regalado

Tiffany Ho/THUNDERWORD
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• Sentimental Journey Oct. 30, 
“Join Bob DeDea and Laurie 
Clothier on a musical trip down 
memory lane with the Purple 
Phoenix Orchestra as they pay 
tribute to the iconic singers 
of the 40s and 50s.” Tickets are 
$35 for adults, $30 for seniors 
and military, $15 for youth (25 
and under), and $50 for VIP. The 
show begins at 2:30p.m. and 
takes place at Centerstage! In 
Federal Way, located at 3200 
SW Dash Point Road. Additional 
Information can be found at 
centerstagetheatre.com

• Little Red Riding Hood Nov. 
26 – Dec. 22, Presented to 
audiences in a pantomime 
fashion. At Centerstage! 
In Federal Way, a comedy 
appropriate for all ages “a 
sparkling holiday show filled 
with songs, jokes and panto 
routines.” Tickets are $35 for 
adults, $30 for seniors and 
military, $15 for youth 25 and 
under, and $50 for VIP. Show 
times are 7 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays with the final two 
performances happening 
on the last Wednesday and 
Thursday the last week of 
the shows run, with 2 p.m. 
showings on Saturdays and 
Sundays, at Centerstage! 3200 
SW Dash Point Road, Federal 
Way. Additional Information 
can be found at centerstaget-
heatre.com.

• Kaleo Oct. 25, an Icelandic 
rock band is touring, making 
their rounds to Seattle. Ticket 
prices vary and are available 
through ticketliquidator.com. 
The show starts at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Neptune Theatre, 1303 NE 
45th St, Seattle. For additional 
information, visit stgpresents.
org or call 206-682-1414.

• The Complete History of 
America: Election Edition Oct. 
15, “Who will be our next Pres-
ident -- Donald Trump? Hillary 
Clinton? Kim Kardashian?” A 
comical show about the 2016 
Presidential Election about 
American History.  “It’s a nine-
ty-minute roller coaster ride 
through the glorious quagmire 
that is American History.” Gen-
eral admission is $28, $25 for 
seniors, and $15 for youth. The 
show begins at 7:30 p.m. and 
will be held at the Kent-Merid-
ian Performing Arts Center, at 
10020 SE 256th St. For addition-
al information, visit kentwa.gov 
or call 253-856-5050.

• Seattle Symphony Commu-
nity Concert Oct. 23, A free 
concert performed by mem-
bers of the Seattle Symphony 
at Des Moines Beach Park 
Auditorium. The performance 
will feature conductor Pablo 
Rus Broseta orchestrating a 
select number of pieces. Be-
gins at 11 a.m. with pre-con-
cert activities such as guided 
instrument exploration and 
a children’s musical crafts. At 
Des Moines Beach Park Audi-
torium, 22030 Cliff Avenue S., 
Des Moines.

By Kelsey Par
Staff Reporter 

The Seattle Symphony will 
present a free community con-
cert at a park on the Des Moines 
waterfront.  

On Oct. 23, the Seattle Sym-
phony will make a rare visit to 
Des Moines Beach Park, just 
north of the Des Moines Marina.

“We are very excited about 
performing in Des Moines,” 
said Pablo Broseta, conductor of 
the Seattle Symphony Orches-
tra. “A live concert is an incom-
parable experience and we love 
to attract more of an audience 
and the communities to enjoy it. 
When we take the orchestra out 
of our beloved Benaroya Hall 
it́ s always a great initiative.” 

The Seattle Symphony par-
ticipates in a remote program 
one to two times per year where 
they choose a location to per-
form a free community show. 

Broseta will guide the en-
semble for the performance.

He said his goal when per-
forming with the symphony is to 
connect as much as possible and 

to tell a story to the audience. 
“Broseta aims to revitalize 

concert experiences through 
the eclectic programming of 
music from different eras and 
with diverse aesthetics,” said 
a Seattle Symphony Orchestra 
spokesman.

The concert is open to the 

public and all ages are welcome. 
At 11 a.m., there will be chil-
dren’s music crafts as well as 
instrument exploration. 

“The pre-concert activities 
are geared towards children and 
teaching them to be more mu-
sical,” said Shannon Kirchberg, 
with the city of Des Moines Parks, 

Recreation and Senior Services.
The concert will feature Mo-

zart’s symphony No. 29 and 
Symphony in D major. The per-
formance begins at noon, but 
pre-concert activities will begin 
at 11 a.m. The event is at the Des 
Moines Beach Park Auditori-
um, 22030 Cliff Ave. S. 

Symphony to make rare visit

Seattle Symphony photo
Pablo Broseta will be conducting the Seattle Symphony Orchestra at Des Moines Beach Park. 

The laughs are lethal at Toxic Avenger

The Mayor killing Toxie with bleach.

By John Van de Ven
Staff Reporter

Burien has a new hero: Tox-
ie, a.k.a. The Toxic Avenger, has 
come to clean up the pollution, 
bullies and corrupt politicians 
that compromise his hometown 
of Tromaville.

The fictional New Jersey 
town is the self-proclaimed tox-
ic waste capital of the world. 
This sets the stage for The Toxic 
Avenger musical, running now 
until the Oct. 30.

Taking several cues from the 
1984 science fiction cult classic 
of the same name, The Tox-
ic Avenger musical embodies 
nearly every element that made 
the original film so great to its 
fans. A plethora of jokes, both 
childish and adult oriented, 
are layered heavily in between 
scenes of violence and gore. The 
musical also has a handful of 
surprises that will catch the au-
dience off guard. 

The story centers around 
Melvin Ferd the Third (or Mel-
vin Ferd the Turd when spoken 
with a New Jersey accent), and 
his relationship with the sexy 
blind librarian, Sarah.

Melvin (played by Lance Zie-
linski) isn’t the best looking guy 
or the most physically desir-
able, but when he finds out how 
much Sarah loves Tromaville 
(probably because she’s blind) 
and how she wishes that some-
one would clean it up, he begins 
a crusade to clean up the town.

He quickly uncovers a con-
spiracy between Tromaville’s 
mayor (played by Britt Boyd) 
and corrupt businesses who are 
using the town as a toxic waste 
dumping ground.

Following a brief confronta-
tion with the mayor, the mayor 
orders her henchmen (played by 
Rico Lastrapes and John Lynch, 
who also play a number of roles) 
to teach Melvin a lesson. After 
dishing out a beating, the bul-
lies accidentally drop him into a 
large vat of toxic waste.

Melvin then emerges as the 
high powered mutant, The Tox-
ic Avenger, a.k.a. Toxie. While 
Melvin gains new strength, he 
finds that he has transformed 
into a hideously deformed mu-
tant, with a face that no mother 
would love (including his own).

Although some elements of 
the story differ from the original 
film, it stays faithful to the ori-

gin of Toxie and his relationship 
with his blind love interest Sar-
ah (played by Kyla Roberts). The 
musical does take its liberties, but 
die-hard fans shouldn’t worry too 
much about the finer details.

The acting is spot on (stage 
direction by Marc “Mok” Mos-
er), and is one of the more in-
teresting things about this show 
because of its relatively small 
cast compared to the amount of 
characters that in the story. Five 
actors play the majority of the 
characters in the story, so fre-
quent and quick costume chang-
es lead to a ridiculous scene that 
has one actor playing two char-
acters, on stage, simultaneously.

A large vat of toxic waste, 
lined with bright green toxic 
sludge and illuminated by black 
light, bubbles away on stage (set 
design by Albie Clementi and 
lighting by Rob Falk). Old oil 
barrels with skeletons creeping 

out of them and graffiti covered 
sheet metal help complete the 
look and feel of the toxic waste 
capital of the world (props by 
Cyndi Baumgardner).

The costumes are spot on, 
making it easy to differentiate the 
characters and understand what 
kind of role they play in the story. 

The songs are catchy (music 
direction by Paul Linnes), the 
singing is done well and the 
lyrics are clever, often taking 
jabs at the poor quality of the 
New Jersey environment. If ever 
there was a case for reducing 
pollution, Tromaville would be 
the poster child.

The actors singing is accom-
panied by a live band on stage 
(sound by Tony Cochran and Eric 
Dickman), who provide all of the 
music, and some of the humor.

Overall, The Toxic Avenger 
is a hilarious musical, encom-
passing both clever and crude 
humor. The cast is talented 
enough to pull off the over-the-
top elements of the story and 
keep up the pace from scene to 
scene and character to charac-
ter. The singing at times could 
use a little work, but that’s the 
least of our worries in compari-
son to the state New Jersey is in, 
especially in Tromaville. 

But in all seriousness, if you 
enjoy fun and crude humor at 
all, and don’t mind a little bit of 
toxic waste, consider spending 
an evening in Tromaville. You 
might find that you love it (or 
you might just be blind).



Rus Higley  photo

By Kelsey Par
Staff Reporter

The squid will be running 
and the artists will be coming. 

Squid-A-Rama, a joint arts 
and science event, will be held 
at the Highline Marine Science 
and Technology Center and will 
include the dissection of live 
squid for a different reason than 
one might expect. 

The Des Moines Art Com-
mission and MaST Center are 
teaming up to host the fourth 
annual Squid-A-Rama event at 
Redondo Beach on Nov. 5. Live 
squid will be caught fresh from 
the Puget Sound, ready to be 
dissected and examined by the 
public. 

 “Most people think of squid 
as calamari and don’t realize 
how complex and beautiful 
these animals really are,” said 
Rus Higley, manager of the 
MaST Center.

“Dissecting the animal not 
only lets the visitors get their 
hands dirty, but let’s them learn 
a bit about what a marine biolo-
gist may do in their work,” said 
Higley.

Before the dissection process 
begins, the participants will be 
encouraged to check out the an-
imals and observe their behav-
iors. 

First there will be a demon-
stration of the dissection, 
during which time the animal’s 
ink sac will be exposed. An ink 
sac is a muscular sac located be-
neath the squid’s gut, in which 
contains near pure melanin. 

Melanin is a pigment which 
is pooled with amino acids and 
dense mucus, that creates a 
blue-black shade. If a squid feels 
threatened, the animal will re-
lease its ink to shock or confuse 
their predator. 

Once the squid releases its 
cloud of ink into the water, it al-
lows the squid to get away from 
its predator. 

Squid ink, also known as 
cephalopod ink, can be used to 
create art or cook with. Recent 
studies have shown that ceph-
alopod ink can be used to kill 
specific cells, including cancer 
cells, due to its toxicity.  

From there, anyone will be 
welcome to join in the dissec-
tion process. Once dissected, 

the participants will have the 
opportunity to use the squid 
ink to create art or write their 
names. 

“In past years, the events 
have been hugely successful. 
Most people are amazed by 
the animals and don’t realize 
they live right here in the Puget 
Sound,” Higley said. 

During specific times of the 
year, squid can be found in 
most waters of the Puget Sound 
and Strait of Juan de Fuca. 

Visitors to Redondo after 
sunset in the fall can often see 
lights dangled above the water 
surface off the local fishing pier. 
The squid are attracted to the 
light, which makes public piers 
ideal for fishing. 

The squid fishermen use spe-
cial gear to lure and catch the 
animals. There are a variety of 
ways to fish for squid, however, 
the most common technique 
is to use a weighted lure, often 
multiple, and allow it to sink 
to a depth where squid may be 
waiting to feed. The next step 
is to jerk and jig the lure until a 
squid attaches. 

Rather than squid biting the 

lure, they wrap their tentacles 
around it as they often do with 
their prey. Studies have shown 
that one is more likely to suc-
cessfully catch squid if they fish 
at night, try different depths, 
select an area where light shines 
into the water, and keep their 
lure moving at all times. 

“The Squid-A-Rama event 
hopes to raise awareness about 
the squid and their amazing be-
haviors,” Higley said. 

The event is free and wel-
comes people of all ages. There 

MaST Center mixes art with marine biology

By Kelsey Par
Staff Reporter 

Dia de los Muertos, a Mex-
ican holiday which recognizes 
and pays respect to ancestors 
and families, will be celebrated 
Oct. 28 during Burien’s second 
annual Day of the Dead event.

“Last year was our first year 
hosting this event and we had 
a spectacular and diverse turn- 
out from people in the Burien 
area and beyond,” said Maegan 
Schmieder, recreation specialist 
for the City of Burien.

“We worked with many part-
ners in the community to put 
this on, such as King County 
Library System, Sea Mar, Bur-
ien Arts, Highline Historical 
Society and lots of volunteers,” 
she said. 

Dia de los Muertos, also 
known as Day of the Dead, is 
commonly celebrated in partic-
ular central and south regions 
of Mexico. 

Day of the Dead is also cele-
brated in other places by people 
of Mexican ancestry, particu-
larly the United States. 

“The multi-day holiday fo-
cuses on gatherings of fami-
ly and friends to pray for and 
remember friends and family 
members who have died, and 
help support their spiritual 
journey,” said Kristy Dunn, rec-

will be hot chocolate, coffee, 
and Salty’s chowder available 
for purchase. For children, 
there will be free squid coloring 
books and other activities.  

The Squid-A-Rama will be 
held on Nov. 5, from 4-7:30 
p.m. The event will take place at 
28203 Redondo Beach Drive S., 
Des Moines.

For more information about 
the event, visit www.des-
moineswa.gov/artscommisson 
or contact the Des Moines Art 
Commission at 206-870-6582.

Inky  times 

Burien prepares for Dia de los Muertos 

reation supervisor with the City 
of Burien.

Day of the Dead is recog-
nized in many other cultures 
worldwide. Dia de los Muertos 
festivities traditionally begin 
Nov. 1 and end Nov. 2 and con-
curs with the holiday called All 
Saint’s and Soul’s days. 

It is believed that the gates 
of heaven open Oct. 31 at mid-
night, and the spirits of chil-
dren who have passed away are 

allowed to reunite with their 
loved ones for 24 hours. 

On the following day, spirits 
of adults who have passed away 
come down and reunite with 
their families and enjoy the fes-
tivities that have been arranged 
for them. 

Day of the Dead is becom-
ing very popular in the United 
States and continues to allow 
people to honor the dead. 

“The Day of the Dead in 

the USA is providing cultural 
awakenings as the tradition is 
embraced by the mainstream,” 
according the Burien Commu-
nity Center website.

A familiar symbol of Dia de 
los Muertos are skulls, often 
called sugar skulls. 

Sugar skulls get their name 
because they are made out of 
clay sugar, and decorated with 
icing. Sugar skulls are used to 
decorate gravestones of the dead.

“We have a large Hispanic 
population in Burien.   We are 
helping them celebrate the tra-
dition of honoring and remem-
bering their ancestors and fam-
ilies,” Dunn said.

The event will offer face 
painting, bingo, arts and crafts, 
a food booth, mask making, 
storytelling, music, dance, and 
more. 

There will also be perfor-
mance art, Aztec dance, and 
art exhibits. This celebration is 
open to all ages. Children and 
adults are encouraged to dress 
up and join the procession. 

 “El Dia de los Muertos has 
enjoyed renewed popularity 
since the 1970s when Latino ac-
tivists and artists in the United 
States began expanding Day of 
the Dead north of the border 
with celebrations of perfor-
mance art, Aztec danza (dance), 
art exhibits, and other public 

expressions,” the website said.
“Ofrendas” are a crucial part 

of the Day of the Dead cele-
bration. In Spanish, the word 
ofrenda means offering. An of-
renda is a combination of Span-
ish elements and former His-
panic traditions. 

To honor the dead, most 
homes are decorated with can-
dles, flowers, fruit, plates of tur-
key, and Day of the Dead breads 
called “pan de muerto.”

Dia de los Muertos is a very 
expensive holiday for most fam-
ilies, and many spend over two 
months of income to commem-
orate the dead. 

“The altars that are put to-
gether by various community 
groups are phenomenal. Ofren-
das are works of art,” Dunn said.

It is believed that by prepar-
ing these festivities it will bring 
happy spirits, protection, wis-
dom, and good luck.  

This event hopes to bring 
families together to enjoy activ-
ities, while learning about and 
celebrating Dia de los Muertos, 
Dunn said.

The celebration is on Fri-
day, Oct. 28, from 6-9 p.m. The 
event is free and will take place 
at the Burien Community Cen-
ter, at 14700 6th Ave. S.W. For 
more information, visit www.
BurienWA.gov/DDLM or call 
206-988-3700.

Burien Recreational and Cultural Serves photo

Squid-A-Rama will take place at the Highline MaST Center.

Day of the Dead will be celebrated at the Burien Community Center.
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NWAC Women’s Soccer
WEST
Team League Season

Tacoma 6-0-1 8-1-4

Highline 5-0-1 7-0-2

Bellevue 4-0-3 4-0-5

NWAC Volleyball
WEST
Team League Season

Highline 4-0 23-3

Lower Columbia 3-1 15-5

Grays Harbor 2-1 13-13

Pierce 2-2 8-16

S Puget Sound 2-2 5-19

Tacoma 1-2 10-10

Centralia 1-3 3-16

Green River 0-4 2-17

EAST
Team League Season

Walla Walla 6-0 15-6

North Idaho 6-1 11-11

Spokane 4-2 16-9

Blue Mountain 3-3 14-13

Columbia Basin 3-3 13-17

Yakima Valley 3-4 9-7

Wenatchee Valley 2-4 9-15

Treasure Valley 1-5 8-11

Big Bend 0-6 2-20

NORTH
Team League Season

Bellevue 3-0 24-8

By Aleyah Bennett
Staff Reporter

The Highline women’s vol-
leyball team defeated its rival 
Green River 3-1 Friday night 
before a packed home audience. 

The win pushed the T-birds 
record to 4-0 and first place in 
the NWAC West Division.  

Head Coach Chris Little-
man said the key to the win-
ning streak is “being consis-
tent in practice, in every play 
and in every set.”

The team started out strong 
in the first and second set,  
winning 25-10 and 25-8. 

Green River came back and 
won the third set 25-21. But 
the Lady Thunderbirds quick-
ly regained their focus and 
took the match in the fourth 
set, 25-10.

Middle blocker Megan Van 
Marter and libero Pumehana 
Nedlic also contributed a big 
part in the victory over the 
Gators. Marter had eight kills 
and Nedlic had 24 digs.

It was not the first outstand-
ing performances recognized 
for this team. On Sept. 28, 
Taylor Alicuben was named 

By Konner Hancock
Staff Reporter

The Highline women’s soc-
cer team is second in the North-
west Athletic Conference West 
Division due to a recent upset, 
however they can reclaim the 
top spot this Saturday.

On Oct. 8, Highline plays the 
first place 6-0-1 Tacoma Titans. 
A victory there would result in 
the Lady T-Birds moving back 
up to first.  

Highline has already played 
Tacoma this season once before. 
On Sept. 21, Highline took on 

the Titans winning 4-2.
The team plans on doing 

more of the same the next time 
they face Tacoma, said wom-
en’s soccer head coach Thomas 
Moore.

“I feel like we’re moving in 
the right direction, I’m excited 
for the next week of games,” 
said Moore.

This past week the Lady 
T-Birds played two games, one 
on Sept. 28, against Centralia 
and another on Sept. 24, against 
Green River.

Highline won against Cen-
tralia in a 3-0 shutout victo-

T-Birds to face Titans 
in soccer showdown

NWAC Men’s Soccer
WEST
Team League Season

Highline 6-0-0 7-1-0

Tacoma 3-1-1 6-3-2

Peirce 2-0-3 3-1-5

Bellevue 1-1-4 1-1-6

S Puget Sound 1-0-5 1-2-7

EAST
Team League Season

Spokane 6-0-1 6-2-3

Walla Walla 4-1-2 7-2-2

North Idaho 3-1-3 3-3-5

Columbia Basin 2-3-2 4-4-2

Wenatchee Valley 2-0-5 3-0-6

NWAC Volleyball
Shoreline 3-1 8-11

Olympic 2-1 14-17

Skagit Valley 2-2 13-9

Edmonds 1-2 19-8

Whatcom 1-2 9-11

Everett 0-4 3-15

SOUTH
Team League Season

Linn-Benton 4-0 26-0

Clark 3-1 15-8

Chemeketa 3-1 7-6

Umpqua 2-2 14-13

Clackamas 2-2 12-12

SW Oregon 1-3 11-12

Mt. Hood 1-3 11-15

Lane 0-4 2-13

NWAC Men’s Soccer
Treasure Valley 1-1-5 2-2-7

NORTH
Team League Season

Peninsula 7-0-0 9-1-0

Whatcom 5-1-1 6-1-2

Edmonds 2-3-2 5-3-3

Shoreline 2-0-5 3-0-6

Skagit Valley 1-2-4 3-2-4

Everett 0-2-5 1-4-5

SOUTH
Team League Season

Chemeketa 5-1-1 5-3-3

Portland 5-0-2 5-2-3

Clark 4-0-3 4-1-6

Rouge 3-1-3 5-1-4

Lane 3-0-4 5-0-4

SW Oregon 0-0-7 0-1-
10

NWAC Women’s Soccer
SOUTH
Team League Season

Clark 6-0-0 9-0-2

Lane 5-0-0 7-2-2

SW Oregon 3-0-4 4-0-7

Rogue 3-0-3 3-0-5

Clackamas 2-0-3 2-1-6

NWAC Women’s Soccer
Centralia 3-2-1 7-2-2

Green River 3-1-2 6-2-2

Peirce 1-2-4 3-3-5

Lower Columbia 1-1-4 3-1-8

Grays Harbor 0-0-7 1-1-9

EAST
Team League Season

Spokane 6-0-0 10-3-0

North Idaho 6-0-0 8-0-1

Walla Walla 5-1-1 9-2-2

Treasure Valley 3-1-4 7-2-5

Wenatchee Valley 2-0-5 4-2-5

Yakima Valley 2-0-4 3-1-5

Columbia Basin 2-0-5 3-1-8

Blue Mountain 0-0-7 0-0-10

NORTH
Team League Season

Peninsula 7-0-0 8-1-1

Whatcom 5-1-1 6-2-2

Everett 3-0-4 5-0-5

Shoreline 2-3-2 4-3-2

Edmonds 1-1-5 1-1-7

Skagit Valley 0-1-6 0-2-7

NWAC Volleyball Player of 
the Week after compiling 31 
assists, eight kills, five serve 
aces and seven blocks.

Coach Littleman attributes 
the season’s success so far to 
his individualizing approach 
to his players after getting to 
know their personas.

“Some girls respond with 
sugar, some respond with 
spice and some respond with 
a little combination. But every 
year is different,” Littleman 
said.

After coaching a total of 15 
years — six years at Highline 
as head coach — Littleman 
says: “The longer you coach 
the more you learn that differ-
ent players learn from differ-
ent things, you learn to adapt 
to the girls you have that year,”

“Just do your best to work 
with what you have, and give 
the best effort that you have,” 
Littleman said.

The women met Lower Co-
lumbia last night at Highline. 
Results were unavailable at 
press time. 

Highline is at South Puget 
Sound on Friday and at Grays 
Harbor on Oct. 12.

ry, with all three goals being 
scored in the last 20 minutes of 
the game.

Goals were scored by fresh-
man forward Tea Lopes, soph-
omore defender Maya Gray and 
sophomore defender Chentay 
Warnes. 

Highline’s goalkeeper, Ra-
chel Thompson, allowed noth-
ing to get past her with five 
saves on the game.

However, facing Green River 
at home, the Lady T-Birds lost 
their first place spot in the West 
Division by playing a scoreless 
game, losing 2-0. 

After the team’s first loss of 
the season, the players stayed 
positive and looked to the 
games ahead, Moore said.

“It was a good chance for us 
to be reminded that we are not 
invincible. Everyone gives us 
their best game and we have to 
be prepared to give just as much 
back,” he said. 

There are a couple things 
that needed to be changed in 
order to reverse the outcome of 
the entire game, Moore said.

If Moore could go back and 
change things, “it would be our 
approach to the game. It defi-
nitely needs to be different. Our 
mentality has to be stronger, 
need to be more focused, and 
play as if it means something,” 
he said.

Results from Wednesday’s 
1 p.m. home game against the 
1-2-4 Peirce Raiders were un-
available at press time.  

The team’s next opponent is 
an away game against the Ta-
coma Titans on Oct. 8, at noon 
and a home game on the 12, 
against the 0-0-7 Grays Harbor 
Chokers at 1 p.m. 

Jack Harton photo
Highline goalkeeper Rachel Thompson stops a shot against Centralia 
just before the half on Sept. 28.  Highline went on to win 3-0.  The 
Lady Thunderbirds take on Tacoma this weekend in a battle for first 
place in the NWAC West Division. 

Jack Harton photo
Lehua Keka, left, and Megan Van Marter go up for a block against 
Green River in recent action. 

Highline hammers way to first
with win over Green River

Tacoma 4, South Puget 2
Highline 5, South Puget 1
Pierce 3, Bellevue 1
Tacoma 2, Pierce 0
Highline 1, Tacoma 0
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Men’s soccer 
team boots 
Bellevue,
advances to 
6-0 in league
By Konner Hancock
Staff Reporter

The Highline men’s soccer team is undefeated and on 
top, eight points ahead of any other team in the Western 
Division.

The T-Birds improved 
their record to 6-0-0 with 
their most recent win on 
Oct. 1, 7-0 over the 1-1-4 
Bellevue Bulldogs. High-
line used seven players to 
score a division high of 
seven goals. 

“Our goal is to win ev-
ery game we play; we are 
going through the sea-
son one game at a time. 
Going undefeated isn’t 
something we are think-
ing about, right now our 
goal is to win the Western 
Division,” said the Head 
Coach of the men’s soccer team, Steve Mohn.

Freshman forward Jason Rodriguez, sophmore for-
ward Jandjamuje Maharero and freshman midfielder 
Mitchell Balmer all had a score and an assist. Freshman 
defender Gavin Mcleroy scored twice and freshman for-
ward Rivanobsky Dubreus scored once.

“We have been slowly improving every game this year, 
as a group, but there is always room to improve. We still 
haven’t reached what I think we are capable of but if 
we peak at the right time of the season, it will be fun to 
watch,” said Mohn.

The T-Birds also played against the 1-0-5 South Puget 
Sound Clippers, smoking them 5-1. 

Brandon Gonzalez, Rodriguez and Maharero each tal-
lied a goal and an assist.  Freshman midfielder Mohamed 
Jeylani and sophomore forward Tino Lopez-Slish also 
scored goals for the T-Birds. 

The team has been undefeated so far which is incredi-
ble, first in the division and ranked second in the NWAC 
coaches poll, said Mohn. 

“It takes time for teams to come together and with a 
lot of new players this year, that is a testament to the hard 
work everyone is putting in,” he said. 

Results from Wednesday’s 3 p.m. game against the 
2-0-3 Pierce Raiders were unavailable at press time. 

The T-Birds next opponent is away on Oct. 8, against 
the 3-1-1 Tacoma Titans at 2:15 p.m.  

Highline has a bye on Oct. 12, before resuming play on 
Oct. 15 against South Puget Sound. 

By Konner Hancock
Staff Reporter

Highline is assisting soccer 
player Jandja Maharero in his 
pursuit of tougher competition.

Maharero currently leads the 
Northwest Athletic Conference in 
assists and he is among the top 25 
players in goals scored.

Maharero,19, is an internation-
al student from Namibia, Africa 
who has been pursuing his dream 
of becoming a professional soccer 
player almost his whole life.

Maharero started playing soc-
cer as a young child.  He played 
outside with his older brothers 
and other boys in his neighbor-
hood.

“I started playing soccer on 
the streets with my older brothers 
and older guys and I remember I 
was only four years old,” Mahare-
ro said.

Once Maharero was enrolled 
in elementary school he started 
playing for the soccer team al-
most right away, joining the team 
in second grade and quickly be-
coming a solid player. 

When Maharero turned 11 his 
coach at the time advised him to 
start playing for the local club 
team, Ramblers FC.

“I played for the Ramblers 
most of my life and every year you 
move up to the next age group. I 
started off in U-11, then U-12 and 
so on, once I moved up to U-15 I 
was asked to be team captain by 
my coaches,” he said.

Maharero was dedicated to 
keep moving up in soccer and 
once he made the next age group 
up from U-16 he pursued the next 
level up.

“When I was U-17 I went for 
regional tryouts for my local re-

gion, the Khomas Region,” Ma-
harero said.

Maharero fit right in with the 
U-17 regional team, where he 
eventually got to play in a major 
tournament.

“We were preparing to play a 
tournament called the Skorpion 
Zinc tournament. In this tourna-
ment all 14 regions in the country 
participate. After I made the try-
outs we went on to play the tour-
nament and I was voted as second 
top goal scorer and player of the 
Tournament,” he said.

A few months later Maharero 
got called up to the U-17 national 
team and two weeks after that the 
national U-20 team called him up, 
then two months after that the 
U-23 national team called him up. 

Within one year Maharero had 
played for three national soccer 
age groups and was playing for a 
team with men that were six years 
ahead of him in age.

Eventually he wanted to play 
on higher level, he pursued com-
ing to America to find a team he 
could play for, where the competi-
tion was a bit heavier.

“I wanted to move from my 
country because the level of soccer 
there was a bit low and I told my 

brother [who lives in Washing-
ton] that I would maybe want to 
move here and he said he’d make 
a plan. So he got into contact with 
my coach and that is how I got to 
Highline,” Maharero said.

Last year Maharero started as 
a forward on the T-Bird soccer 
team, scoring 11 goals and four as-
sists. This season, about half way 
through, Maharero has notched 
four goals and five assists. 

“Maharero has made several 
improvements over the last year. 
This year he has had a little more 
responsibility being one of the 
few returning players,” said Steve 
Mohn, head coach of the men’s 
soccer team.

“I’m glad I have the chance to 
coach Maharero and help him try 
to reach his goals,” he said. “I have 
no doubt he will be a successful 
student athlete and help improve 
someone’s soccer program when 
he moves on to a four-year uni-
versity.”

 “I see soccer as being a huge 
part in my future because I real-
ly want to become a professional 
soccer player and I cannot imag-
ine myself not playing soccer. I 
would love to play in Europe one 
day,” Maharero said. 

T-Bird flies in from afar
Maharero 
leads Highline 
in assists

TeeJake Ancheta/THUNDERWORD
Highline’s Jandja Maharero is one of the team’s leading scorers in his 
sophomore year.  He came to Highline to further his soccer career, which 
began in Namibia.

TeeJake Ancheta/THUNDERWORD
Head Coach Steve Mohn, left, talks to his team in a rain-
swept practice Tuesday afternoon.

Jandja Maharero is a sophomore 
at Highline. 

Steve Mohn



7. EXPLORERS: What was 
the name of Christopher Co-
lumbus’ flagship?

8. NICKNAMES: What U.S. 
city calls itself The Biggest Lit-
tle City in the World?

9. MEDICAL: What is the 
modern name for a disease 
once called consumption?

10. FAMOUS QUOTA-
TIONS: What children’s author 
wrote, “You have brains in your 
head. You have feet in your 
shoes. You can steer yourself 
in any direction you choose”?
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Puzzle answers 
on Page 12

1. COMICS: What is the 
name of Batman’s butler?

2. LITERATURE: Who is 
the leader of the wolves in The 
Jungle Book?

3. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
two islands in the Mediter-
ranean Sea are governed by 
Italy? 

4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who 
was president during World 
War I?

5. HISTORY: What was 
the name of the airship that 
exploded over New Jersey in 
1937?

6. LANGUAGE: What is a 
baby’s pacifier called in Great 
Britain?

ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19) Someone from 
your past could arrive with 
welcome news concern-
ing your future. Mean-
while, avoid taking sides 
in a workplace confronta-
tion until you have more 
facts to go on.

TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20) A decision about 
a relationship could have 
longer-lasting conse-
quences than you might 
imagine, so be sure of 
your facts before you act. 
A trusted friend can help.

GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20) A strained rela-
tionship could be restored 
with more personal con-
tact between the two of 
you. Letting others act 
as your go-between only 
adds to the ongoing es-
trangement.

CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22) New facts could 
mean taking a new path 
toward a goal you’ve been 
hoping to reach. However, 
be sure all your questions 
are answered before you 
undertake to shift direc-
tions.

LEO (July 23 to August 
22) This is a good week for 
all you fine Felines to turn 
your attention to some 
important considerations, 

such as your health, your 
job situation and the sta-
tus of important relation-
ships.

VIRGO (August 23 
to September 22) Avoid 
making a quick deci-
sion about a matter that 
needs more study. Keep 
your mind open for pos-
sibilities, even if they don’t 
seem plausible -- at least 
not yet.

LIBRA (September 23 
to October 22) You might 
welcome the emphasis on 
openness in relationships 
that mark this period. But 
it’s a good idea to avoid 
sharing personal secrets 
with people you hardly 
know.

SCORPIO (October 23 
to November 21) There 
are still some questions 
that need to be asked and 
answered before you can 
feel confident enough to 
make a potentially life-
changing decision.

SAGITTARIUS (No-
vember 22 to December 
21) Some lingering ef-

fects from a now largely 
resolved workplace con-
frontation could make 
things difficult for you. Act 
on this before it becomes 
serious.

CAPRICORN (Decem-
ber 22 to January 19) You 
feel you’re finally in con-
trol of your own life after 
months of making compro-
mises and concessions 
you never felt comfortable 
with. Congratulations.

AQUARIUS (January 
20 to February 18) No 
sooner do you decide to 
pass on one job offer than 
another suddenly turns 
up. This one might not 
have everything you’re 
looking for, but it’s worth 
checking out.

PISCES (February 19 
to March 20) Congratula-
tions. With Jupiter’s strong 
influence dominating this 
week, don’t be surprised 
to get some good news 
about a troubling financial 
matter.

BORN THIS WEEK: 
You are usually kind and 
loving. But you can be 
highly critical of those who 
don’t measure up to your 
high standards.

Answers
1. Alfred Pennyworth
2. Akela
3. Sicily and Sardinia
4. Woodrow Wilson
5. Hindenburg
6. A dummy
7. Santa Maria
8. Reno, Nev.
9. Tuberculosis
10. Dr. Seuss

Got news? Thunderword@highline.
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By Olivia Sullivan
Staff Reporter

Highline is not a place to 
earn just your associate’s degree 
anymore. 

In recent years, Highline cre-
ated four bachelor’s of applied 
science degrees in various ca-
reer fields. 

The first bachelor degree op-
tions ever available at Highline 
are in Respiratory Care, Youth 
Development, Global Trade and 
Logistics, and Cyber Security 
and Forensics

The four-year completion 
degrees are entirely through 
the college and will serve as an 
accessible transition for stu-
dents who have earned their 
associate’s degrees, said Tanya 
Powers, the director of bacca-
laureate and workforce educa-
tion. 

“We’re creating pathways 
for folks to meet their career 
goals with these degrees,” said 
Powers. 

“Our society really tells us 
that in order to complete a four-
year degree, you need to move 
[away to college],” said Powers. 
“For a lot of our students, they 
don’t want to move. They would 
like to stay in their community 
and access education.”

It will be more affordable for 
students to earn their bachelor’s 
degrees at Highline, said Pow-
ers. It also allows students stay 
close to loved ones.

“For a lot of our communi-
ties, family is really important,” 

she said. “Being able to main-
tain those family ties while go-
ing to school is huge.”

Another benefit of the bach-
elor’s options is that it allows 
a student’s preparation for the 
workforce to be 
tailored to the 
demands of em-
ployers. 

“We have the 
opportunity mold 
programs into 
what employers 
are looking for,” 
Powers said. “If 
you think about 
it, it sounds sim-
ple but it is brilliant.”

Thanks to the profession-

al-technical advisory commit-
tees, Highline officials are able 
to find exactly what skills are 
required by future employers. 

“If the industry is asking for 
their employees to have bachelor’s 

degrees for employ-
ment, there needs to 
a be pathway for our 
students to consider 
in order to find em-
ployment,” Powers 
said. “We’re guided 
by industry.”

Employers com-
monly are looking 
at two things, Pow-
ers said, which are a 

student’s education and experi-
ence. 

‘We’re creating 
pathways for 
folks to meet 
their career 
goals with 
these degrees.’ 

— Tanya Powers

Bachelor’s degrees now available

“Part of the reason the educa-
tion piece is so important is be-
cause it is a recognized credential 
that highlights a set of skills that 
are transferable,” she said.

Often times a bachelor’s de-
gree is an entry-level requirement 
to some fields of work, she said. 
Highline is looking to equalize 
the chance for a student to obtain 
higher education. 

“I think offering these de-
grees is an equity issue,” Powers 
said. “We support our commu-
nity and improve access jobs so 
they can stay in the communi-
ty.”

“I think industries demand 
the bachelor’s degrees and in 
terms of thinking about man-

agement positions,” Powers 
said. “Really, the BA degree is 
the pathway into any manage-
ment position.”

When developing the pro-
grams, Highline officials real-
ized that many students have 
jobs and have other time-con-
suming responsibilities.

Classes generally are two 
hours of in-class instruction 
with the remainder of the 
course work online, she said. 

“It’s a really good opportuni-
ty to engage with the faculty in 
person and with the classmates, 
but also allows reasonable sched-
uling because a lot of folks are 
working full time,” she said. 

“One of the things that is a 
totally new development is in 
respiratory care. Students now 
have an entirely online op-
tion,” Powers said. “It would 
primarily be for a student who 
has completed their AA in 
respiratory care and is want-
ing to complete the last 60-
70 credits to get their applied 
bachelors.”

Currently, respiratory care is 
the only program offered com-
pletely online. This past fall was 
also the first time the bachelor’s 
degree admissions applications 
were available online, Powers 
said.

“Last spring, we had our first 
set of students graduate from our 
cyber security, global trade and 
respiratory care programs,” Pow-
ers said. “This spring, we’re ex-
pecting our first set of graduates 
for youth development.”

By Mike Simpson
Staff Reporter

Indigenous People’s Day will 
be celebrated by students, staff 
and South King County com-
munity members at Highline 
for the first time and organiz-
ers want the event to become an 
annual affair.

Indigenous People’s Day, 
a celebration of the history, 
well-being and growth of Na-
tive Americans, was created in 
the early 1990s as an alternative 
to Columbus day.

The celebration of Colum-
bus Day is widely controversial 
in the United States because of 
the widespread deaths of na-
tive populations throughout the 
Americas that occurred during 
European colonization.

The event will include speak-
ers from the Muckleshoot and 
Yakama tribes and is organized 
by Highline Director of Work-
force and Baccalaureate Educa-

tion Tanya Powers and the Cen-
ter for Leadership and Service.

The program runs from 
11a.m.-1p.m. on Oct. 10 in 
Building 2-101.

The speakers are:  Dr. De-
nise Bill, a Muckleshoot tribal 
member, who manages a federal 
technology grant at the Muck-
leshoot Tribal College; and Dr. 
Mike Tulee, a Yakama tribal 

member, who is a lecturer at the 
University of Washington.  

They will talk about the his-
tory of their tribes and perspec-
tive on why people should cel-
ebrate Indigenous People’s Day, 
Powers said.

Dr. Bill is the first Muck-
leshoot Tribe woman to earn 
a doctorate degree.  She was 
superintendent of the Muck-
leshoot Tribal School for two 
years and a teacher and admin-
istrator in the public education 
system for 20 years.

Dr. Bill will also be bringing 
youth from the Muckleshoot 
Tribe to the Highline celebra-
tion, Powers said.

Dr. Tulee was Title VII di-
rector at the US Department of 
Education and a Seattle Public 
Schools teacher.

Powers says she wants the 
event to appeal to Highline stu-
dents and the large Native Amer-
ican community in South King 
County by eventually expanding 

the festivities into the evening.
There are several celebrations 

in Seattle, but “people in this re-
gion want more,” she said.  

Highline has approximately 
1000 students who identify pri-
marily or secondarily as Native 
American. 

South King County has a 
high native population overall, 
Powers said.

She said she wants students 
and members of Highline’s 
First Peoples / Indigenous 
Club to organize future cele-
brations.

“[Columbus] is what led to 
genocide,” Powers said.  Most 
indigenous people aren’t inter-
ested in that and Indigenous 
People’s Day is “a way to re-
frame the day in a positive way,” 
Powers said.

The holiday was first pro-
posed in 1977 by a delegation 
of Native Nations to the United 
Nations sponsored Internation-
al Conference on Discrimina-

tion Against Indigenous Popu-
lations in the Americas.

The state of Washington 
and Highline Public Schools 
does not officially recognize 
Indigenous People’s Day.  But 
the Seattle City Council for-
mally adopted a resolution to 
affirm that it is city policy to 
participate in the holiday, and  
encourage institutions to rec-
ognize the day.

“The City of Seattle recog-
nizes that the Indigenous Peo-
ples of the lands that would later 
become known as the Americas 
have occupied these lands since 
time immemorial,” according 
to the resolution.  

“The City values the many 
contributions made to our 
community through Indige-
nous People’s knowledge, labor, 
technology, science, philosophy, 
arts and the deep cultural con-
tribution that has substantially 
shaped the character of the city 
of Seattle.”

Olivia Sullivan/THUNDERWORD
Highline has long had an associate’s respiratory care program, but recently added a four-year option. 

Native American heritage and contributions to 
be honored at first-ever Indigenous People’s Day

Denise Bill
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By Olivia Sullivan
Staff Reporter

 
Highline aims to diversify 

the teacher workforce with a 
new bachelor’s degree option 
next fall.  

The new option will be a 
bachelor’s of applied science 
in teaching and early learning, 
said Dr. Frank Kline, the pro-
gram manager for baccalaure-
ate teacher education. 

“The idea is to develop a pro-
gram that offers two tracks,” 
Dr. Kline said. “One is a track 
for early childhood education; 
the other track would include 
teacher certification.”

The degree focuses mainly 
on early childhood education 
and elementary education, he 
said. The program is strictly 
through Highline, but in col-
laboration with local school dis-
tricts, such as Auburn, Federal 
Way, Highline, Kent, Tukwila, 
and Renton, he said.

The statement of need for 
the teaching and early learn-
ing bachelor’s degree was ap-
proved early last week by the 
State Board for Community and 
Technical Colleges.

The program is still in the early 
processes of approval, but the de-
mand for diverse teachers is con-
stantly growing, Dr. Kline said.

“The goal is really a social 
justice goal,” he said. “It will 
serve an important need since 
there is a shortage [of teachers] 
in the area.”

“More importantly in my 
mind, we know that especially 
in the teaching force, the cur-
rent teacher workforce does not 
reflect the community that they 
serve,” Dr. Kline said.

For years, the teacher work-
force has been prominently made 
up of white, female teachers and 
fails to reflect the community 
that is in the classroom, he said.   

“We live in a community of 
incredible richness of diversity,” 
Dr. Kline said. “It is a known 
fact that when there are teach-
ers of color in the school, stu-
dents of color do better. It’s not 
that you have to have a teacher 
that looks like you to succeed, 
but it is important that there are 
models in your sight.” 

Students who have earned 
their associate’s degrees in early 
childhood education, para-ed-
ucation, or human services are 
likely candidates for the new 
program, he said. 

“We’re looking at those three 
programs as being some of the 
major pools that we recruit stu-
dents from,” Dr. Kline said.

The bachelor’s program will 
aim to bring students from the 
target school districts into this 
program, then send those stu-
dents back into their district 
so that there is a tight pipeline 
of transferred knowledge and 

training, Dr. Kline said.
“We see tremendous value in 

those connections,” Dr. Kline said. 
Highline also hopes that by 

implementing the BA teaching 
degree, it will make it easy for 
students to move into the pro-
fessional field and maintain 
those rich community connec-
tions, he said.

“From a student perspec-
tive, we hope to help students 
find employment in the school 
districts while they are in their 
programs with us.”

Dr. Kline is from the area and 
started working for Highline last 
June. Previously, he was the dean 
of education and kinesiology at 
Pacific Lutheran University. 

When the project is up and 
running, Dr. Kline said he will 
work as an administrator and 
also as an instructor, alongside 
Highline professors Patricia 
McDonald and Jodi White. 

Highline officials plan to 
have the first set of students in 
classes in Fall Quarter of 2017. 

Dr. Frank Kline has come from 
PLU to become the manager of 
Highline’s new baccalaureate 
teacher education program.

College offers 4-year 
early learning degree

By Zico Dumo 
Staff Reporter 

 
National Coming Out Day 

is Tuesday, Oct. 11 and PFLAG 
will be hosting a discussion 
of the coming out process in 
Building 8 as a part of the 
LGBTQIA Month at Highline. 

PFLAG stands for: Parents 
and Family of Lesbians and 
Gays. Representatives will 
speak about having family 
members who identify within 
the queer community, the pro-
cess of them coming out, and 
personal experiences. Anyone 
can come to this discussion 
and ask questions that can help 
broaden their knowledge of the 
LGBTQIA community.  

LGBTQIA identities are al-
ways a touchy subject. Hetero-
sexual individuals often don’t 
know much about queer strug-
gles, or how to connect with 
them without seeming rude. 

On the flip side, queer people 
often feel uncomfortable voic-
ing their identities, or correct-
ing heterosexual individuals 
when their lack of understand-
ing creates awkward situations. 

Highline strives to help 
bridge the gaps between queer 
students and allies during 
LGBTQIA month. 

 “Our goal is to humanize it,” 
said Doris Martinez, director of 
Student Diversity and Inclusion.   

She said she envisions a 
school wide dialogue that can 
help pass on information about 
the LGBTQIA community and 
make the Highline community 
more aware.  

During this month, topics 
such as transgender struggles, 
coming out, homeless queer 
youth, and how to help make 
the community a safe zone for 

fellow queer classmates will 
be addressed, and everyone is 
welcome to come and discuss.  

The month of October is not 
the only time Highline makes 
an effort to make a queer 
safe community. An example 
would be the “Safe Zone” Tri-
angles in front of some offices 
on campus. This is to indicate 
that the staff has gone through 
sensitivity training regard-
ing the many identities of the 
LGBTQIA community. 

A taste of this training will 
be brought to the students on 
Oct. 25, in Building 8. The event 
will be hosted by the LGBTQIA 
Taskforce, and will focus on 
how to be more inclusive to-

wards the queer community. 
One of the issues Highline 

will also be tackling this month 
is queer homelessness. On Oct. 
26, there will be a documenta-
ry about the queer youth who 
were kicked out of their homes 
in New York, and how they 
lack the resources and knowl-
edge to become independent. 
The documentary will be from 
1:30-3 p.m.   

Martinez has been in charge 
of setting up LGBTQIA month 
for the past few years. She said 
she has seen significant chang-
es on how Highline has ad-
dressed queer issues since they 
first started.  

The campus offers multiple 
programs that are LGBTQIA 
friendly, an LGBTQIA task 
force that helps set up queer 
events and safe places, and 
gender neutral bathrooms in 
Buildings 4, 11 and 30. 

Although Martinez said that 
the school has a lot more work 
to get done. She’s positive that 
Highline does a fantastic job of 
staying active with the changes. 

More gender neutral bath-
rooms are scheduled to be 
built, and Martinez said that 
her office is always open for 
any suggestions.

Doris Martinez

PFLAG to lead discussion  
at campus Coming Out Day



News   |   Highline College   |   October 6, 2016Page 12

 “My father is very abusive and he 
has a lot of power back in Kenya, 
so I was basically running away 
from his dictatorial-ness.

“I’m protected within the U.S. 
soil,” she said. “I want to learn 
more and understand how people 
process information, why people 
stay in abusive relationships.”

In Kenyan culture, men hold 
most of the power, Munyaka said.  

There are not adequate facil-
ities to take care of people who 
come from abusive relation-
ships, she said.

“Basically the culture is you 
should not air out your dirty 
laundry in public,” she said. 
“We are having a higher rise of 
deaths due to domestic abuse, 
rather than something like a vi-
rus. And it’s all because people 
are not open to talking about 

it and creating avenues where 
people can run to.”

The pageant founder, Zey-
nab Koroma, met Munyaka last 
spring at Highline’s Globalfest. 

Koroma, from Senegal, has 
been in pageants for years 
and is an activist protesting 
against female genital muti-
lation, as well as many other 
global issues.

“I generally don’t have the 
body type for a pageant,” Munya-
ka said. “Zeynab explained that 
for her pageant it is not just about 
beauty – she wanted the brains.”

Munyaka’s eyes sparkled 
with enthusiasm as she dis-
cussed her dreams to help her 
ethnic country. 

Often times, there is little to 
no opportunity for women to 
voice their concerns due to so-
cial stigma or government op-
pression, Munyaka said. 

“That’s what made me want 
to do the pageant,” Munyaka 

said. “It wasn’t just about pretty 
dresses and smiling and waving. 
It had a purpose in the end.”

Due to the exposure from the 
pageant, Munyaka has had the 
chance to speak with newspa-
per and big magazines from her 
country to discuss the topic of 
domestic abuse. 

“Important people are listen-
ing and saying ‘Hey, if it takes 
someone from Washington 
to bring this issue to the table, 

then that means it is a really big 
issue,’” Munyaka said. 

Andile Nobuhle Mpofu of 
Zimbabwe won the pageant 
and earned the queen title. But, 
Munyaka said it never felt like a 
competition.

“It wasn’t about who the win-
ner is or who’s going to be the 
queen or princess,” she said. 
“It was more of everybody got 
a chance to say something that 
is going to impact their people. 
There are not any losers.” 

Thanks to the pageant, 
Munyaka was able to set up her 
own foundation, the Waceke 
Foundation.

“I have set up a foundation 
named after my mom,” she said. 
“She is a survivor of domestic 
abuse.

“Although, I can’t build mil-
lions and millions of facilities, I 
am able to build one facility in 
my village where the first people 
to benefit are my own neighbors 

and friends that I grew up with,” 
she said. “Because there’s so 
many that I left behind that are 
going through this.”

Her goal is to raise money, 
look for partners and sponsor-
ship, and be able to do build a 
resource facility, she said.

At Highline, Munyaka is 
earning her business associate’s 
degree with an emphasis in ac-
counting. She plans to major in 
construction management. 

She hopes to one day offer 
entrepreneurial classes, as well 
as a number of psychological 
resources for victims of all ages 
to empower women to believe 
they can be independent, she 
said. 

“I would also really want 
to educate the men,” Munya-
ka said. “Yes, you can save the 
abused victim, but if you don’t 
correct the abusers behavior, 
then he’s just going to take an-
other victim.”

Princess
continued from page 1

to 3.9 percent in August, com-
pared to 4.9 percent in August 
2014, according to a Washing-
ton State Employment Security 
Department analysis.

“The growth is widespread,” 
said Employment Security econ-
omist Anneliese Vance-Sher-
man said.  “What we’ve seen in 
the course of the recession and 
recovery is that the labor force 
retracted quite a bit... As the 
economy has opened up we’ve 
been seeing lower enrollments 
in all of the community colleges 
I’ve worked with.” 

Nonfarm industry employ-
ment, which includes fields 
such as the natural resources 
industry, manufacturing and 
government, has added 97,700 
jobs since August 2014, accord-
ing to the Labor Market and 
Performance Analysis.

Highline Director of Advis-
ing and High School Programs 
Jennifer Scanlon said that she 
doesn’t see any major institu-
tional changes that would ac-
count for the lower Highline 
enrollment.

“When the job market is re-
ally good, people prefer to go to 
work,” she said.

A common problem that 
leads to low enrollment is that 
students register for classes, 
but then don’t have the fund-
ing to pay, have a full-time 
job, or encounter parenting 
responsibilities that conflict, 
Scanlon said.

The college is attempting 
to strengthen awareness of the 
logistics of going to college by 
promoting its student leader 
and Highline adviser-led in-
formational workshops.  These 
have been renamed as wayfind-
er workshops, and will be pro-
moted through posters and the 
Highline website, she said. 

“We’ve done a lot of things to 

download and print a voter 
registration form and mail that 
to the King County Elections 
office. This form can be found 
at: http://www.kingcounty.gov/
depts/elections/how-to-vote/
register-to-vote.aspx 

In-person, you could visit the 
Seattle or Renton King County 
Elections offices since the dead-
line for in-person registration is 
Oct. 31. The deadline for reg-

Enrollment
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Miss Africa Washington 
pageant photo

Munyaka was crowned first 
princess and won best natural 
beauty in the pageant.  

streamline the enrollment pro-
cess,”  Scanlon said.

Economics Professor Dr. 
James Peyton said that fall-
ing tuition at the University of 
Washington may be respon-
sible for lower enrollment at        
Highline.

Due to action by the Legis-
lature to curb college costs, the 
UW Seattle campus tuition for 
Washington state residents has 
fallen $1,641 since the 2014-
2015 school year.

Often when the tuition 
drops, students go directly 

to UW, rather than transfer 
in from Highline, Dr. Peyton 
said.

Because Highline advisers 
work within various school 
districts to recruit students, 
the number of Running Start 
FTEs has soared to 1,375.  
That is up from 1,217 the pre-
vious year.

Students also have the op-
tion to take Highline cours-
es from their respective high 
school, which also increases 
Running Start numbers, Scan-
lon said.

Voting
continued from page 1

istration by mail or online is 
Oct. 10.

Washington votes by mail 
and ballots for instate voters 
will be mailed 20 days prior to 
the election, which is Oct. 19. 
Ballots must be post-marked 
by midnight, Nov. 8.

For those who prefer to drop 
off their ballots, 43 new drop 
boxes have been distributed 
throughout the county, includ-
ing one at Highline along the 
horsehoe drive just south of 
Building 1 off of South 240th 
Street.
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