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Lower enrollment 
leads to tight budget 

Domestic violence 
victims need safe escape

Lack of funds hinders disabled assistance

By Olivia Sullivan
Staff Reporter

Declining enrollment num-
bers have put a squeeze on the 
Highline budget.

Although Running Start 
numbers are on the rise, the 
number of students continues 
to drop which leaves the budget 
in risk of not meeting state en-
rollment requirements this year.

“I believe enrollment has 
dropped because the econo-
my has improved,” said Cathy 
Cartwright, the Highline direc-
tor of financial services. “People 
are back to work, when they go 
back to work, they don’t go to 
school. [They think] ‘I can go 
get a job and make money, I 
don’t need further education.’”

Highline does not have the 
excess funds like it has had in 
past years, but that doesn’t stop 
Highline from putting money 
where it matters. 

“About 70 percent of our 
budget is for people,” said Cart-

wright. “We’re a heavy-people 
based service, because what 
we’re doing is providing a ser-
vice to our students.”

Highline’s funding comes 
from three main sources: $25.47 
million comes from state funds, 
$11.76 million comes from tu-
ition and fees, and $7 million 
comes from dedicated local 
support and contributions, such 
as Running Start, International 
Student Programs, and other 
local resources. 

The budget totals $44.23 
million for general operating 
funds.

“Running Start and interna-
tional students [are] the major-
ity of that money,” Cartwright 
said about the Dedicated Local 
Support and Contribution cate-
gory. “They also play a big role 
in projects on campus.”

Expenditures in the budget 
are broken up into categories 

By Michael Simpson
Staff Reporter

Washington’s ability to 
help the disabled is limited 
by a lack of tax dollars, a state 
official said last week.

Toby Wilson, the exec-
utive secretary of the gov-
ernor’s committee on dis-
ability, visited Highline for 
Disability Awareness Month, 
a campaign to celebrate the 
achievements of the disabled 
and examine the leading ob-
stacles to equal treatment.

This is an issue that tends 
to affect everyone, Wilson 
said before a standing room 
crowd in Building 8, Mt. 
Skokomish.

Approximately one in five 
adults in the United States 
has a disability, according to 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

A disability is any restric-
tion one faces in any activity, 
because of physical, mental, 

or emotional problems, accord-
ing to the Behavioral Risk Fac-
tor Surveillance System.

Anyone over the age of 40 has 
a 50 percent chance of acquiring 
disabilities and many will need 
tax dollars to adequately fund 
programs such personal assis-
tance services, mental health 
assessment and treatment to re-

main productive, Wilson said.
King County currently offers 

a variety of public services and 
information on crisis interven-
tion, mental health treatment, 
individualized care, reentry, 
employment and housing.

Unfortunately, any addition-
al available tax dollars are ded-
icated to meeting the McCleary 
decision, Wilson said.

The McCleary decision is a 
state Supreme Court order to 
fully fund public K-12 basic ed-
ucation by 2018.

Also, funds are stretched 
thin because of the recession, 
which makes it difficult to fund 
additional disability efforts that 
can cost up to $100 million, 
Wilson said.

“When you’re in a tight bud-
get situation, when you’re fight-
ing for every dollar, this kind 
of eats up all of the available 

Toby Wilson

See Disability, page 12

See Budget, page 12
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Tuition provided more of Highline’s budget in 2015-2016.  Highline 
was able to meet its enrollment targets last year. 

Local Support
16%

State Funds
57%

Local Support
15%

Tuition
28%

FY2016-17

FY2015-16

HIGHLINE COLLEGE
GENERAL OPERATING BUDGET CHARTS - FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017

Tuition
27%

State Funds
57%

Highline officials expect less money from tuition for the 2016-2017 
year. As the economy improves, more people choose jobs over college. 

By Cinthia 
Velez-Regalado
Staff Reporter

One in three women and 
one in four men have suf-
fered from some sort of phys-
ical violence by an intimate 
partner, according to the 
National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence.  

Domestic violence can 
happen to anyone. 

“Often times it happens in 
a way we don’t even realize,” 
said Deana Rader, the Wom-
en’s Programs and WorkFirst 
Services director. 

It’s a sticky situation to 
be in. It doesn’t matter what 
gender you are, or how old 
you are, experts say. 

“It happens it can happen 
to everybody to the very rich 
or low income,” Rader said.

Domestic violence is 

something that often is uncom-
fortable to talk about. 

“It’s about power and con-
trol,” said Rader.

Domestic violence doesn’t 
just mean physical abuse. Ex-
perts say domestic violence 
can be anything from financial 
abuse, sexual abuse, or even 
verbal and psychological abuse. 

There are three main phases 
to a domestic violence cycle.

Phase one is the tension 
building. This means that the 
victim feels like their walking 
on thin ice. The victim knows 
that anything can trigger the 
abuser.

Phase two is the explosion. 
This means that the abuser un-
leashes their anger or frustra-
tions on the victim. 

Phase three is the honey-
moon phase. This mean the 
victim feels hopeful because the 
abuser has asked for forgiveness 

in some way. 
“During the honeymoon 

phase, it’s perhaps the safest 
time,” said Rader. “You need to 
decide when the safest time is to 
leave.”

Counselors say people in do-
mestic violence situations don’t 
like to say anything because 
they are afraid of what others 
might say about them.

A lot of time people outside 

See Violence page 10
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By Kori Spencer
Staff Reporter

Medication didn’t 
work as hoped

A student reported adverse 
effects to the medication he 
was prescribed on Oct. 19. The 
student stated that he had an 
appointment with his primary 
doctor later in the day. South 
King and Fire evaluated the stu-
dent and advised him to go get 
checked as soon as possible.

 
Unknown vehicle 
hits student’s car
  

An unknown vehicle hit a 
student’s black 2001 VW Jetta 
while she was in class between 
8-10:50 a.m. on Oct. 19. The Jet-
ta had some noticeable damage 
on the passenger side on the 
headlight, bumper, and quarter 
panel near the tire. The incident 
occurred in the East parking lot.

Staff is harassed 
by phone callers 

 
A CWU staff member re-

ceived harassing phone calls 
from both male and female 
callers, who made accusations 
and threats about Building 29 
on Oct. 19 at 4:45 p.m. A Des 
Moines police officer had a 
phone interview with the CWU 
staff member about the incident.

 
Wheels stolen off 
a students car

Public Safety was dispatched 
to the East Lot Section C after 
two wheels were stolen from 
the passenger side of a student’s 
2014 Nissan two-door sports 
car. The Des Moines Police were 
contacted and responded to the 
situation. Without any suspects 
the Des Moines Police could 
only file a report since there 
wasn’t any other information. 

 
Wallet stolen from 
students vehicle

The driver’s side front window 
of a black Hyundai four-door 
sedan was broken and a blue 
leather wallet was stolen from 
the passenger seat. The incident 
occurred between 8:25-8:30 a.m. 
in front of Building 0 where the 
child care center is located.

 
Missing spoiler 
from a vehicle

A spoiler that was mount-
ed on the trunk of a 2013 Scion 
went missing from the lower 
South parking lot on Oct. 21. 
The owner had parked his car 
around noon and discovered the 
theft upon his return at 4:50 p.m.

By Zico Dumo
Staff reporter

A class that will dissect the 
paradoxes of the female body 
in American Horror films, will 
be open to Highline students 
starting on Halloween. The 
class will run from 1:30 to 5 
p.m. on Mondays in Building 
29, room 102. 

Tommy Kim, professor of 
the upcoming class, said Par-
adox of the Female body in 
American Horror is a two-cred-
it class that will attempt to pull 

apart how the objectification 
of a female character is used 
to empower her in American 
Horror Films. 

Topics such as female sex-
uality, the transition from 
monster films to horror films 
and society’s influences on the 
genre will be covered. 	

“Women are seen as [both] 
subject and object,” Kim said.

He said women are depicted 
as a typical sexual stereotype 
in the beginning of a movie, 
but that objectification serves 
to add a contrast that creates 

more depth to their character 
when they become the protago-
nist or “the subject of the film.”

Professor Kim said he pulls 
together a class every Winter 
Quarter on films, and always 
makes an effort to connect it 
to current affairs. He said he 
chose to teach about para-
doxes of the female body be-
cause of the talk in the media 
recently about sexual harass-
ment. 

He said society has a big 
influence on horror films and 
that modern stereotypes help 

build modern horror. 
Stereotypes give people a fa-

miliar base and then when un-
canny happenings are added, it 
causes fear, he said.

In this class, he hopes to 
teach how different female ste-
reotypes throughout the years 
have affected American Horror 
Films.

Students interested in tak-
ing the class can register in 
Building 6 or online on the 
Highline website. The tuition 
for the class is $205.82 with no 
textbook required.

Horror film class begins Oct. 31

AANAPISI has 
scholarship 

Students have until Monday 
Oct. 31 to apply to the AANAPI-
SI scholarship. Awards range 
from one-time $2,500  awards 
and multi-year $5,000 awards. 
The scholarship is looking to 
award underserved students in 
the Asian and Pacific Islander 
community. For further schol-
arship requirements and to 
apply go to  http://www.apiasf.
org/aanapisischolarship.html-
Green

 
Legal Studies 
hosts open house 

The Legal Studies program 
is running an open house on 
Tuesday, Nov. 1 9 a.m.-noon in 
Mt. Olympus in Building 8.

Representatives of the Legal 
Studies Department will talk 
about degree options, career 
choices and how to enroll in 
the program.  

For more information, con-
tact Buzz Wheeler at bwheel-
er@highline.edu or call 206-
592-3436.

ICC Flick Friday 
on race topics

What’s race got to do with it 
The Inter-Cultural Center 

will be hosting a video discus-
sion focused on race and iden-
tity on Friday, Oct. 28, in the 
ICC in Building 8. 

Beverages and food will be 
provided for guest in atten-
dance. The movie presented 
will be What’s Race Got to Do 
With it, hope to create dialogue 
between the diversity of stu-
dents on campus in order to 
strength our community. 

UW psychology 
advising available

An adviser from University 
of Washington Seattle’s Psy-
chology Department will give 
a presentation about how to 
apply to the psychology pro-
gram, today in Building 21, 
room 205, from 1:30 to 2:15 
p.m. 

They will talk about prereq-

uisites, GPA requirements and 
the differences between a bach-
elor of arts and a bachelor of 
science in psychology.

Get connected 
to DSHS funding 

Women’s Programs is host-
ing a free Department of Social 
and Health Services seminar 
today  from 10 to 11 a.m. in 
Building 2 room 101. 

Mike Wilkins from the De-
partment of Social and Health 
Services will talk about how to 
get connected to DSHS fund-
ing and resources.

Three transfer 
center events  

Next week the Transfer Cen-
ter is hosting three workshops 
to assist students in preparing 
for a four-year college. 

•On Tuesday Nov. 1, in 
Building 6, room 164 from 1:15 
to 2 p.m. students can attend a 
how to choose a four-year col-
lege workshop. This workshop 
will cover the factors to con-
sider while selecting a school 
and how to get started with the 
transfer process.

Kelsey Par/THUNDERWORD
Mt. Rainier looms above the Highline campus on a clear autumn day. But the Weather Service predicts a wetter-than-usual winter.

•On Wednesday Nov. 2, in 
Building 26 room 319, from 1 
to 2 p.m. Jackie Clinton will 
present a personal statement 
workshop.

•On Thursday Nov. 3, in 
Building 6 room 164, from 12:15 
to 1:15 p.m. JeanNette Wieser 
will be presenting an associate 
of arts degree workshop. She 
will talk about how to complete 
your AA degree and benefits of 
transferring with an AA.

Boardwalk official 
opening is Nov. 5

The Redondo Beach board-
walk official ribbon cutting 
and dedication will be Satur-
day Nov. 5, from 1 to 1:30 p.m. 
The location is along Redon-
do Beach Drive, near the boat 
landing.

This event is free and open 
to the public. 

Correction:

An article in the Oct. 13 
Thunderword should have said 
that a Cascadia subduction 
zone magnitude 9 earthquake 
happens approximately every 
232 years.
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By Dylan You and Cinthia Velez-Regalado
Staff Reporters

Highline’s first specific gender-neutral bathroom is be-
ing planned as another step toward presenting the col-
lege as an open-minded, easygoing and progressive 

environment, a student leader says.

Student Government Speaker of the Caucuses Byron Patten, said the 
bathroom is planned for the third floor of the Student Union.

Patten said that a consequence of not having a gender-neutral bath-
room would be that some people may feel forced to conform to an iden-
tity that they’re not comfortable with.

	 Patten said he believes a goal of the student gov-
ernment is to find ways to make every student comfort-
able without hurting others in the process.

“We don’t want to force someone to choose some-
thing,” Patten said. “We believe that everyone should 
be comfortable in their environment, and you can’t go 
wrong with a gender-neutral bathroom.” 

	 He said that the gender-neutral bathroom has 
not been proposed for the sole benefit of non-binary 
students.

	  “It’s not just about transgender students,” he 
said. “It’s also about gender issues because it addresses 
the fear of people who think that gender-neutral bath-
rooms will result in sexual harassment.”

 “Europe has a lot of gender neutral-bathrooms and 
nobody cares,” Patten said. 

Patten also said that having a gender-neutral bath-
room is a way to debunk alleged connections between 
sexual predators and gender-neutral bathrooms.

	 “People who are attacked in gender-neutral bathrooms ar-
en’t attacked because of the gender-neutral bathrooms or the gender 
of the attacker. People are attacked because the attackers are gen-
uinely bad people and students have to understand those types of 
people will always exist,” Patten said.

He said he wants to let the students know that “you can’t fear 
someone being in the same space as you just because of their gender; 
having a gender-neutral bathroom doesn’t give someone the power 
to attack someone else.” 

Patten said he believes that the gender-neutral bathroom will leave 
a positive impact on both the students and the image of the school. 

“LGBTQIA issues are pretty controversial and hot topic right 
now,” Patten said. “It’s all over the news all the time,” Patten said. 
“I think it’ll impact the students by making them really active and 
aware of the current issues and political state.”

 Patten said that the student government wants to help students 
form their opinions and hopefully start a discussion regarding the 
LGBTQIA community and predator anxiety.

“We at Highline want to show that we are on the side that we believe 
will be more supportive to all types of students,” he said.

“It’s just one step for the LGBTQIA community and I think there will be many 
more steps done by the student government to help all groups who are oppressed,” 
Patten said.

Whatever the students decide, it will be the responsibility of Director of Facilities 

Barry Holdorf to execute the plan. 
He said the gender-neutral bathroom will be different from the several unisex 

bathrooms already on campus because it will combine both men’s and women’s facil-
ities into one bathroom available for use by multiple genders at one time.

“The unisex restrooms allow gender-neutrality to happen, but they aren’t specifi-
cally gender inclusive,” Holdorf said.

	 As the first specific gender-neutral bathroom on campus, lots of 
time and consideration is being put into its design in order to insure maxi-

mum comfort and gender neutrality.
	 “It’s not under construction but it’s still under planning,” Patten 

said. “I hope it’ll be built by the Fall Quarter of 2017, but we’re not sure 
if it’ll happen later or sooner.” 

The uncertainty comes in part because student government leaders 
disagreed with the design of a previous proposal that simply consisted 

of constructing two doors leading to two separate bathrooms. 
	 “After reviewing the design, we didn’t feel that it gave the 

sense of equality,” Patten said. “What the previous architect 
wanted was essentially a men’s and women’s bathroom but 

with gender-neutral signs over them.”
 “We wanted one bathroom with one door in order to let 

people know that we don’t care who uses it. We don’t want 
students stuck on deciding which door to go in,” Patten 
said.

The student leaders also opted for more private toilet 
stalls in contrast to the previous design.

“In the old design they shortened the doors, but we 
didn’t like that,” Patten said. 

The old design had partitions with big gaps under 
and between the stalls where one could see the peo-
ple using the toilets. But the student leaders wanted 
longer and wider walls so that students could feel 

more secure.
“They [architects] wanted partitions, but the student gov-

ernment wanted dry wall [and] doors,” Holdorf said. “So it was 
really just a matter of the operational and traditional stand-
point of bath rooms vs the student government’s vision.”

Holdorf said the construction of the bathroom will be 
paid with money from students’ tuition fees.

The original budget was $78,000, but because the original design was 
rejected, a new design may cost more than $100,000, Holdorf said.

The student government will have to convince students to pay for the 
new bathroom if they adopt a new design.

“It’s a project. From a college facilities perspective, [the plans are] still 
a little new and raw. Their vision needs to be vetted. We’ll build what the 
students want as long the college approves it, we can build it and it’s safe 
to build,” Holdorf said.

The assistant director for the Center of Leadership and Service, Iesha 
Valencia, is spearheading the project. She’s currently visiting places that 
already have gender-neutral bathrooms.

“[We’re] revisiting with Student Government, revisiting with the ar-
chitect, and revisit the cite of original inspiration Green River [Com-

munity College],” said Valencia. Student Government will be taken on a 
quick day trip to Green River Community College.

“We’re moving forward with the design,” said Valencia.
“We want to support student initiatives,” Holdorf said. “We’ll execute whatever 

based on criteria risk management, operational capabilities, executive team buy-offs, 
and the students’ approval.” 

Gender-neutral bathroom on hold 
as students press for inclusiveness 

Green Week helps discover the roots of our impact
By Olivia Sullivan
Staff Reporter

Highline is going green next 
week.

Green Week, an annual event 
presented by the Sustainability 
Task Force, begins on Monday.

“[The Sustainability Task 
Force is] a group of six to sev-
en staff and faculty members 
that really want to make sus-
tainability a part of the High-
line community and promote 
sustainability any way we can,” 
said Bobby Butler, the Urban 
Agriculture program manager 
at Highline. 

The annual event is a week-
long series of activities and pre-
sentations to promote communi-
ty engagement and sustainability. 

“The purpose is to show 
the Highline community that 
there are many different ways 
to make a difference in your 
community with sustainability 
and get involved,” Butler said. 
“It’s relatively simple and can be 
kind of fun.”

Green Week also welcomes 
guest speaker Jeremy Nichols, 
from WildEarth Guardians. 
Nichols is the director of the 
Climate and Energy program 
and has dedicated his years at 

WildEarth fighting fossil fuels, 
promoting clean energy, slash-
ing greenhouse gases, and de-
veloping innovative strategies 
to safeguard the climate. 

Among the week’s events 
will be:

•On Monday, Oct. 31, at 
building 8 from 9:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. there will be a Choco-
late Sustainability presentation 
about the truth of the chocolate 
industry. Yes, there will also be 
chocolate available.

•All of the Green Week 
events on Tuesday, Nov. 1, will 
be in building 2. 

At 10 a.m. come learn about 

the I-732 Carbon Tax item that 
will be on the November ballot. 

At 11 a.m., learn about the 
Conservation Districts and how 
these environmental agencies 
help each county in Washing-
ton state. At 12:15 p.m., watch a 
documentary about sustainable 
farming, Jean’s Garden; A Per-
maculture Documentary. 

•On Wednesday, Nov. 2, join 
in on a Campus Clean-Up be-
ginning at 10 a.m. Participants 
are to meet outside of Building 8. 

Listen to an environmental 
activism lecture about climate 
change led by Jeremy Nichols, 
of WildEarth Guardians, at 11 

a.m. on Wednesday.
•On Thursday, Nov. 3,  there 

will be an Ivy Snip to save many 
of the trees on the lower end of 
campus that are being strangled 
by the ivy. To save Highline’s 
woods, meet on at 9 a.m. on the 
west side of Building 8.

At 12:15 p.m. on Thursday, a 
presentation about how to grow 
your own food in the city will 
be held at the campus garden on 
the east side of Building 21. 

•To finish off Green Week, a 
presentation about the hidden 
toxic dangers within your own 
home will be held on at 11 a.m. 
on Friday, Nov. 4, in Building 2.
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After Trump

The risk of being a minorityTrump wouldn’t be 
an ideal president

Explain everything you’re tasting right now. I want to 
understand this.

Have something to say? 

Have something you want to say to the student body?

The Highline Thunderword is asking for students to 
voice their opinions on what matters to them. We’re ac-
cepting submissions in the form of letters and columns.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 200 
words; columns should be no more than 600 words. 

Send submissions to thunderword@highline.edu by 
Monday for print on Thursday.

Write to us!

Donald Trump should not be president because he has no 
idea what he’s doing. 

Trump has no previous political experience. He’s a businessman. 
He wants to run the country like a business. In a business you tell 
people what to do and they have to do it if not they get fired. 

However, that’s not the way a country is run. In a country there 
are rules, there is a system. Trump graduated from Wharton School 
of Finance. He doesn’t know anything about running a country.

A country is kept in check with the political system in place. 
He is only experience is in being an author and a businessman, 
that’s it. Having no political experience doesn’t make him a 
very likely choice to be president.

Voting Trump into office will be a mistake because he has 
no idea what presidents should do or how they should act. He 
doesn’t understand that presidents are the face of the country. 
Leaders should listen to what the people want. 

They try to stand up and benefit the whole population or at 
least the majority of the population. They don’t just focus on 
one specific group of people to benefit. A president represents 
the face of the country. Trump doesn’t deserve to be the presi-
dent of this country because he is openly racist. 

Racism shouldn’t exist in this day in age. Trump has been 
openly racist in the most public of spaces - media. He wants to 
“Make America Great Again” by deporting all illegal aliens.

By him being openly racist it has made it OK for other peo-
ple to start making racist comments. He has welcomed racism 
in this country again. 

He has portrayed Muslims as terrorists and Latinos as rap-
ists. He has exploited the fears of people and helped reinforce 
people’s racist stereotypes. 

Trump only mentions Muslims as terrorists. When in reality 
the majority of Muslims are not terrorists. They have just come 
to the United States in search of a better life.

Trump wants to build a wall all along the southern border. He says 
that Mexico will pay for it. When he talks about illegal immigrants he 
only talks about the ones that have committed a crime such as mur-
der.  He forgets that immigrants can also do good. Most do.

This great country was built on the backs of immigrants. 
Trump doesn’t realize that the jobs that people don’t want to do are 

more often than not done by immigrants. He doesn’t realize that those 
jobs are hard work, and are made for hardworking people.  Most of 
our crops are picked by immigrant farm workers. These farm workers 
are exposed to the elements, shorter life spans, and poor pay.

Trump doesn’t put himself in other people’s shoes. He’s 
self-centered. He doesn’t stop to think why Muslims are com-
ing to the United States or why Latinos are running through 
the desert in hopes of making it to the United States. He doesn’t 
ask the question why. He simply sees what is in front of his face. 

Trump wants to terminate the Obama administration and 
President Obama’s executive orders. Many students would be 
impacted by this because they depend on DACA for permission 
to work legally in United States.

Trump has labeled Latinos as rapists. However, he hasn’t 
examined himself. Many women have made allegations about 
Trump sexually assaulting them. Even though Trump denies 
all accusations there is video recording that suggests otherwise. 

By him objectifying women, he has opened the doors for 
other men to objectify women. He has once again made it OK 
for men to think less of women. 

The worst part is that he has made it OK for men to deny 
that such activities ever happened. Trump denies sexually 
assaulting and sexually harassing women.

Trump can’t be president because he isn’t representing this coun-
try well. He is encouraging racism and objectification of women. 
Not just this but he has absolutely no experience in running for 
anything politically related.  He’s only a businessman - that’s it.

I’ll admit it, I get excited 
for presidential elections. This 
is the Super bowl of politics, 
where the two best qualified (or 
at least most liked) candidates 
duke it out before the American 
people to prove they have what 
it takes to lead the country. 

This election is different 
though. It has descended to a 
level unseen in America, not 
only based on the accusations 
of sexual assault and lewd com-
ments, but also because of how 
disgustingly racist it has been.

As a Latino and someone 
from a multi-racial family, I nev-
er dreamed I would hear things 
said by a major party candidate 
that are so explicitly offensive. 

Donald Trump has proudly 
declared that Mexico is sending 
rapists and criminals across the 
border; he has sought to capi-
talize on our fear of terrorism 
to deny those fleeing a civil war 
safe harbor and suggested that 
people should be denied entry 
to the United States based solely 
on their religion; he has regu-
larly retweeted comments from 
known white supremacists and 
been praised by members of the 
Klu Klux Klan. 

I’ve even heard some of my 
own family parrot the words of 
Trump and expand on them, 
declaring that blacks are thugs 
who only vote Democrat so they 
can live off welfare. 

These ugly comments have 
gradually worn down my em-
pathy, my desire to try to see 
things from the perspective of 
the other side, and it has made 
me increasingly angry. 

I feel that we, as minorities, 
have a right to feel this way. 

After hundreds of years of 
demonization and negative 
stereotyping in 2008 we saw 
Barack Obama become presi-
dent and while I never thought 
this made us “post-racial,” I saw 
it as a sign of positive change, 
as a sign that we were taking a 
step forward in regards to race 
in America.

Eight years later and we have 
a man who regularly makes ra-
cially offensive comments re-
ceiving over 40 percentage of 
the national vote. Sure, he will 
likely lose come Nov. 8, but his 
campaign has brought the hate 
of the far-right into the main-
stream in a way that the KKK or 
Stormfront, a White suprema-

cist website, never could. 
While Trump claims he’s 

just not being “politically cor-
rect,” his words have very real 
consequences for many of us 
who have been the targets of 
his rhetoric because of our race, 
ethnicity or religion.

 Hate crimes against Mus-
lims and those believed to be 
Arab rose significantly between 
2014 and 2015, according to the 
Center for the Study of Hate & 
Extremism, and Trump’s rheto-
ric lends these attacks a certain 
legitimacy.

Even his campaign slogan 
“Make America Great Again” 
nostalgically recalls a 1950s 
America, where the U.S. was 
strong and minorities (and 
women) stayed in their place.

The fact that more than 40 
percentage of my fellow Amer-
icans can support someone like 
this blows my mind and yes, it 
makes me angry because this is 
real to me, real to my friends, 
my family, and my students in 
a way that it will never be for 
many of Trump’s supporters. 

We, as minorities, are the 
ones who face potential violence 
because of Trump’s irresponsi-

ble rhetoric and we’re the ones 
who suffer the slurs hurled at 
us because a candidate for pres-
ident has characterized us as 
criminals and terrorists. 

How can it not make us an-
gry? 

One of the constant realities 
of being a member of a minority 
group in this country is that be-
cause of America’s history with 
race a lot of people have weird 
ideas about what it means to be 
Black, or Muslim, or Latino, or 
Native American, or Asian. 

For hundreds of years we 
were second-class citizens (if 
citizens at all) and as a country 
we have never truly confronted 
the racism of our past. 

Talking to people about this 
history as a member of a mi-
nority group can be exhausting 
and this exhaustion can easily 
lead to resentment, which in 
turn can lead to anger. 

But anger won’t fix the prob-
lem, it will just be used to vali-
date the stereotypes that far too 
many people have of us. Even if 
our anger is justified, it is our 
empathy and compassion that 
will lead to change. 

We, and our white allies, 
must work to chip away at the 
hate that has allowed Trump to 
get so close to the presidency, 
and the only way we will do that 
is to try to be the exact opposite 
of what Trump is. 

We have to stand up to hate, 
but we also have to try to reach 
out, to challenge people’s stereo-
types, and to help them see that 
we are no different than them. 

Regardless of who wins on 
Nov. 8, we still have to share this 
country with one another. 

Dr. Benjamin Gonzalez 
O’Brien is a political science pro-
fessor at Highline.

Dr. Benjamin Gonzalez 
O’Brien



6. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What nation is the top 
producer of vanilla?

7. ASTRONOMY: What is 
the fifth planet from the sun in 
our solar system?

8. GEOLOGY: What type of 
rock is pumice?

9. FOOD & DRINK: What 
were the five original colors of 
M&M’s candies?

10. TELEVISION: What 
were the names of the boys 
on the 1960s show My Three 
Sons?
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Puzzle answers 
on Page 12

1. ENTERTAINMENT: The 
book Happy Trails was the au-
tobiography of what famous 
Western film couple?

2. HISTORY: What U.S. of-
fice did Aaron Burr hold when 
he shot and killed Alexander 
Hamilton?

3.LITERATURE: What was 
the pen name of this 18th-cen-
tury French writer/philosopher 
whose real name was Fran-
cois-Marie Arouet?

4 .G E O G R A P H Y :W h a t 
small principality is located be-
tween France and Spain?

5. MUSIC: What father/
daughter duo had a Billboard 
No. 1 hit in 1967?

ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19) The pitter-patter of 
all those Sheep feet means 
that you’re out and about, 
rushing to get more done. 
That’s fine, but slow down 
by the weekend so you can 
heed some important ad-
vice.

TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20) You’re in charge 
of your own destiny these 
days, and, no doubt, you’ll 
have that Bull’s-eye of 
yours right on target. But 
don’t forget to make time 
for family events.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) Be prepared for a pow-
er struggle that you don’t 
want. Look to the helpful 
folks around you for advice 
on how to avoid it without 
losing the important gains 
you’ve made.

CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22) Congratulations! 
You’re about to claim your 
hard-earned reward for 
your patience and persis-
tence. Now, go out and 
enjoy some fun and games 
with friends and family.

LEO (July 23 to August 
22) The Big Cat might find 
it difficult to shake off that 

listless feeling. But be pa-
tient. By week’s end, your 
spirits will perk up and 
you’ll be your perfectly 
purring self again.

VIRGO (August 23 to 
September 22) A problem 
with a co-worker could 
prove to be a blessing in 
disguise when a superior 
steps in to investigate and 
discovers a situation that 
could prove helpful to you.

LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) This is a favor-
able time to move ahead 
with your plans. Some set-
backs are expected, but 
they’re only temporary. 
Pick up the pace again and 
stay with it.

SCORPIO (October 23 
to November 21) Your cre-
ativity is recognized and re-
warded. So go ahead and 
claim what you’ve earned. 
Meanwhile, that irksome 
and mysterious situation 
soon will be resolved.

SAGITTARIUS (Novem-

ber 22 to December 21) A 
new associate brings ideas 
that the wise Sagittarian 
quickly will realize can ben-
efit both of you. Meanwhile, 
someone from the work-
place makes an emotional 
request.

CAPRICORN (Decem-
ber 22 to January 19) It 
might be a good idea to 
ease up on that hectic 
pace and spend more time 
studying things you’ll need 
to know when more oppor-
tunities come later in No-
vember.

AQUARIUS (January 20 
to February 18) A relatively 
quiet time is now giving 
way to a period of high ac-
tivity. Face it with the antici-
pation that it will bring you 
some well-deserved boons 
and benefits.

PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) Go with the flow, 
or make waves? It’s up to 
you. Either way, you’ll get 
noticed. However, make 
up your own mind. Don’t let 
anyone tell you what choic-
es to make.

Answers
1. Roy Rogers and Dale Ev-

ans
2. Vice president
3. Voltaire
4. Andorra
5. Nancy and Frank Sinatra
6. Indonesia
7. Jupiter
8. Igneous
9. Red, yellow, brown, 

green and purple
10. Mike, Robbie and Chip

Got news? Thunderword@highline.edu



THUNDERARTS
October 27, 2016  |   Highline College   |   Page 6

• Cinema Italian Style
 On Nov. 10-17, Cinema 
Italian Style returns for its 
eighth year. The SIFF Cinema 
Uptown in Seattle will host its 
eighth annual festival featur-
ing fifteen of the best films in 
Italian Cinema today. “These 
films in our eighth festival are 
a great mix of comedy, docu-
mentary and drama, with mes-
sages that are both incredibly 
timely and universal,” said 
Artistic Director of SIFF, Beth 
Barrett. Individual ticket prices 
are $12, $11 for youth (20 and 
younger), and $65 for seniors 
(ages 65+). Festival passes 
are $100 for non-members 
and $75 for members. The 
festival will be at 511 Queen 
Anne Ave. N. For more infor-
mation, visit www.siff.net or 
call 206-464-5830. 

• Seattle International Come-
dy Competition
 On Nov. 4, and Nov. 11, the 
Auburn Avenue Theater will 
host some of America’s best 
comedians in Seattle’s 36th 
annual Seattle International 
Stand-Up Comedy Compe-
tition. The comedians will 
compete for prize money in 
23 shows, in 26 days, at 17 
different venues across the 
Pacific Northwest. Tickets pric-
es are $18 for students and 
seniors and $20 for everyone 
else. Ages 18 and older are 
recommended. The comedy 
show will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
on Nov. 4 and Nov. 11, and will 
be at 10 Auburn Avenue. For 
more information, visit www.
auburnwa.gov. 

• Deck The Hall Ball
 On Dec. 6, The KeyArena will 
host its annual holiday concert 
Deck The Hall Ball, featuring 
Empire of the Sun, The Head 
and Heart, Jimmy Eat World, 
Phantogram, Glass Animals, 
Band of Horses, COIN, and 
My Goodness. Tickets are 
available as both general ad-
mission and reserved seating. 
General admission passes 
are $71 and reserved seating 
tickets range from $40-95. 
Tickets can be purchased 
now through all Ticketmaster 
outlets, online at ticketmaster.
com, at the KeyArena Box 
Office , or by phone at 800-
745-3000. The show begins 
at 3 p.m. and will be at Seattle 
Center, 305 Harrison St., 
Seattle. For more information, 
visit www.deckthehallball.com. 

• Halloween Party 
On Oct. 31, the Highline 
Non-Traditional Students Club 
will host a Halloween party 
that is open to all students, 
staff and faculty. Activities will 
include a costume contest 
and games. Refreshments are 
provided and everyone gets a 
chance to win a prize. The par-
ty will run from 2-3:30 p.m. and 
will be in Building 8 room 302. 
For more information, contact 
Julie Bradbury at lippazanna@
students.highline.edu. 

By Kelsey Par
Staff Reporter

The public will be welcome 
to see sea skeletons by the sea 
shore at the second annual Fear 
on the Pier event at Highline’s 
MaST Center at Redondo.

Fear on the Pier is a Hal-
loween-themed Discovery Day 
event that will take place on 
Oct. 29, at the Marine Science 
and Technology Center Aquar-
ium. 

The MaST Center, the state’s 
third largest aquarium with 
approximately 3,000 gallons of 
saltwater, displays more than 
250 Puget Sound live species in 
its various tanks. On its walls 
though, are the skeletons of var-
ious marine mammals. 

A 38-foot gray whale skel-
eton hangs from the ceiling of 
the main hallway of the class-
room facility. But visitors will 
also be able to explore a greater 
variety of marine skeletons at 
the Fear event. 

“We will have a classroom set 
up with a variety of spooky ed-
ucational activities for the pub-
lic Including marine mammal 
skeleton puzzles, a slimy sea star 
display, and a creepy collection 
of mystery marine specimens,” 
said Kayla Grattan, education-
al outreach coordinator for the 
MaST Center. 

At 1 p.m., there will be a live 
dive and underwater pumpkin 
carving contest. Scuba divers 
from Underwater Sports in 
Federal Way will come down to 
Redondo to carve pumpkins in 
the Puget Sound.

“We will be using our cam-
era to broadcast the contest live 
into the TV’s in our aquarium, 
so that families of the divers 
and the public can see the entire 
underwater process – it’s going 
to be awesome,” Grattan said. 

Last year’s Fear on the Pier 
was a success with more than 
150 guests, Grattan said. With 

the addition of the underwater 
pumpkin carving, there should 
be an even better turn out, she 
said. 

“Fear on the Pier is put on 
each year for families to come 
out and enjoy free educational 
activities, centered around a fun 
Halloween and autumn theme,” 
Grattan said. 

The MaST Center is open to 
the public every Saturday and 
admission is free. On the sec-
ond Saturday of each month, 
visitors have the opportunity to 
go for an underwater escapade 
at the Live Dive events. 

For those who like their sea 
creatures without skeletons, the 
center will host its annual Squid-
A-Rama event where visitors can 
explore the anatomy of squid 
from the Puget Sound and par-
ticipate in games and activities. 
The event is free and will be on 
Nov. 5, from 4-7:30 p.m.

The event is free and cos-
tumes are encouraged. Fear on 
the Pier will run from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and will be at 28203 
Redondo Beach Drive S., Des 
Moines. For more information, 
visit www.mast.highline.edu or 
call 206-592-4000.

TIm Clifford Photo
Scuba diver Matt Wilson holding his pumpkin for the underwater pumpkin carving contest in Redondo.

Waves of fright await MaST audience

Auburn Avenue Theater play 
crawls with flesh-eating zombies 
By Kelsey Par
Staff Reporter 

Auburn Avenue Theater is 
not only crawling with talent; 
it’s also crawling with flesh-eat-
ing zombies. 

Based on the fictional 1968 
film classic, Night of the Living 
Dead written and directed by 
George A. Romero, Auburn Ave-
nue Theater actors closely follow 
the story line in a condensed and 
more dramatic version. 

The play starts out in the 
country side on a dark stormy 
evening when Barbra, (played by 
Mckenna Web) and her broth-
er Johnny, (played by Brandon 
Fisher) are visiting their de-
ceased father at a graveyard. 

Although it seems peaceful, 
they soon realize they’re not 
alone. After seeing what from a 
far looks like an ordinary man, 
they will encounter their worst 
nightmare. 

This stage production hits 
nearly every element that made 
the original film as gripping and 
horrific as it was at the time. 

Before the original film Night 

of the Living Dead premiered, 
there had previously been no 
mindless flesh-eating zombie 
films. Today it’s a blue-plate spe-
cial. 

The open stage allows for 
the audience to truly feel the 
emotion of the characters and 
makes them feel as though 
they’re graveside. 

Technical director Austin Tay-
lor, does an excellent job at creat-
ing ultimate darkness among the 
audience while illuminating the 

characters in ambient lighting. 
He has been the light designer for 
all the theater’s productions since 
early 2013.

However, lighting wasn’t the 
only aspect that made the per-
formance realistic. Moaning 
mindless zombies staggered the 
aisle ways while a cold breeze 
drifted through the audience.

The main character Ben, 
(played by Chandler Thomas) 
did an exceptional job at por-
traying emotion and urgency 

within his character. At one 
point he cold-cocks his leading 
lady in an attempt to control the 
panic of a life or death situation.

And Joe Blotner excelled as 
a panicked father, ready to kill 
off the protagonist because he 
didn’t agree with Ben’s zom-
bie-fighting tactics.

If the Auburn Avenue pro-
duction has any defaults, it 
is that the condensing of the 
95-minute movie plot into a 
60-minute stage production left 
the introduction too slow and a 
rushed ending that abandoned 
the suspense.

The Night of the Living Dead 
stage production will continue 
on Oct. 28, at 7 p.m., Oct. 29, at 
6 p.m. and 9 p.m. and Oct. 31, at 
7 p.m. for the final showing. 

Showings on Oct. 22, and 
Oct. 31, at 9:30 p.m. will con-
tain more gore. Tickets are $15 
for regular admission, $13 for 
students and seniors, and $18-
20 at the door. Tickets can be 
purchased online at brownpap-
ertickets.com. 

For more information, visit au-
burnwa.gov or call 253-931-3043.

Auburn Avenue Theater Photo
A herd of zombies hungry for human flesh invade Auburn Theater. 
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By Konner Hancock
Staff Reporter

The Highline men’s wres-
tling has a lot of new faces but 
is prepared to top last year’s na-
tional performance. 

The team has been prepar-
ing with a couple of preseason 
meets to try to top their perfor-
mance from last year. 

The first preseason meet was 
on Oct. 15 at Highline and the 
second is the Inter-squad meet 
today at Highline, 7 p.m. 

These preseason meets are 
aimed toward developing the 
wrestlers in live action match-
es, said Scott Norton, the head 
coach of the men’s wrestling 
team.

Last year the team placed 
12 in the nation with four All 
Americans wrestlers on the 
squad. 

Out of the four All Amer-
icans last year only one is re-
turning, sophomore Andrew 
Ramirez, who wrestles at 
133 pounds.

“Ramirez [the] returning 
All-American and should 
do pretty well this year. We 
also have a pretty strong 
transfer in heavyweight Mi-
guel Morales. He is incred-
ibly quick and athletic for 
the heavyweight division. 
We have another good one 
in Diego Castaneda at 141. 
He is very strong and pow-

erful,” said Norton. 
“In addition, we have soph-

omore Josh Wessels at 197 and 
Mario Luevano at 184, both 
could make some noise. The 
rest of our team is comprised 
of freshman and it will be a test 
for them as they look to prove 
themselves,” he said. 

Last year the squad was 
mostly sophomores this year is 
different. Norton said he hopes 
to be able to develop all of the 
young freshmen who comprise 
most of this year’s team. 

“I’m excited to see our guys 
compete. They have been work-
ing pretty hard and we’ve got a 
lot of talent in the room,” said 
Norton.

How far the team goes this 
year could heavily rely on how 
well the newest squad members 
do, said Norton.

“I am confident that we can 
place top four [in the nation] 
with 4-8 All Americans. But 
what I think doesn’t matter, 

performance is up to the ath-
letes. If they can push them-
selves every day to be a little 
better than the day before they 
will be fine,” said Assistent 
Coach Brad Luvaas. “Without 
the work we could all be sitting 

By Konner Hancock
Staff Reporter 

The Highline women’s soc-
cer team avenged its only loss of 
the year and clinched a playoff 
berth in the process. 

The Lady T-Birds beat Green 
River 1-0 last Saturday and 
now are one win away from 
claiming the NWAC West Di-
vision title. 

Highline leads second-place 
Tacoma by three points.  High-
line played Centralia Wednes-
day, with results unavailable at 
presstime.  The T-Birds finish 
the regular season at last-place 
Grays Harbor.  

A division title gives the 
team a better draw in the first 
round of the playoffs.  A victory 
would give Highline the crown, 
as they have the tiebreaker with 
two wins over Tacoma. 

Highline lost its only match 
of the season back in September 
to the Gators, but didn’t let this 
one get away. 

Sophomore defender Sier-

ra Leach put Highline in front 
with a goal in the 62nd minute.  
Highline’s defense, led by goal-

ie Rachael Thompson with six 
saves, made that stand up. 

“It was a very good win for 

us.  We played well, had a lot 
of quality chances and played 
with a lot of intensity.  They 
force us to bring our game, and 
this time we were ready,” said 
Highline Head Coach Thomas 
Moore. 

 “This was a good measure of 
the fact we’re continuing to get 
better at the end of the league.  
It’s important that we keep 
moving forward and get ready 
to peak here in the next two 
weeks,” said Moore.

However, about midway 
through the game, defender 
Maya Gray was injured and had 
to be taken out of play. 

“We don’t know Maya’s 
timeline to return, or if she will 
be able to. I hope she is able to 
continue on since it’s her soph-
omore year, and I know how 
hard she has worked along with 
everyone this season,” said 
Moore. 

The details and extent of 
Gray’s injury were unavailable 
at press time.

“Sara Olanda stepped in for 

Maya. She normally plays up 
front, but has also helped us 
out in the back when needed, 
she is a great all-around player. 
It hurts taking her out of [her 
normal position], but if it’s best 
for the team, then she may cover 
for Maya during her recovery,” 
he said.

The T-Birds hold the third 
best record in the conference at 
11-1.  They are ranked fifth in 
the latest NWAC Coaches poll. 

“Obviously I’m extremely 
proud of the girls. They have 
done a great job of rising to the 
occasion up to this point,” said 
Moore. 

“We’ve asked them to per-
form and they’ve stepped up 
when needed. It will be a chal-
lenge to continue, but that’s 
what we’re all here for, to chal-
lenge ourselves and get better in 
the process.”

Wednesday’s game against 
Centralia was expected to be 
hard-fought, as the Trailblazers 
are battling Green River for the 
West’s last playoff spot. 

Lady T-Birds earn playoff slot with latest win

Bao Tran/THUNDERWORD
Bianca Acuario drives the ball down field against Green River.

at home watching the national 
tournament online.”

The T-Birds’ first meet of the 
season is on Nov. 3, at the Thun-
derdome, against the North Ida-
ho College Cardinals, at 7 p.m.

“I am excited to see all of 

our athletes wrestle this sea-
son. This sport more than any 
other is either sink or swim. I 
am looking forward to seeing 
who will be here at the end of 
the year at the national tourna-
ment,” said Luvaas.  

Men’s wrestling team 
prepares for new season

Highline wrestlers practice.



NWAC Women’s Soccer
WEST
Team League Season

Highline 11-1-0 13-2-0

NWAC Volleyball
WEST
Team League Season

Lower Columbia 8-1 22-6

Highline 7-2 25-5

Grays Harbor 5-3 17-17

Tacoma 4-3 15-12

Pierce 5-4 11-18

S Puget Sound 2-5 6-25

Centralia 2-7 4-18

Green River 0-8 2-24

EAST
Team League Season

Walla Walla 11-0 23-6

North Idaho 10-2 15-12

Spokane 8-3 21-12

Blue Mountain 6-4 17-14

Columbia Basin 6-6 16-23

Wenatchee Valley 4-7 10-21

Yakima Valley 4-8 11-11

NWAC Men’s Soccer
WEST
Team League Season

Highline 10-1-0 11-1-1

Tacoma 7-2-1 10-2-4

Peirce 4-5-1 5-7-2

Bellevue 2-8-1 2-10-1

S Puget Sound 1-9-0 1-11-2

EAST
Team League Season

Spokane 11-1-1 11-3-3

NWAC Volleyball
Treasure Valley 2-9 8-16

Big Bend 0-12 1-26

NORTH
Team League Season

Bellevue 8-1 31-8

Shoreline 7-2 15-12

Skagit Valley 5-4 15-10

Olympic 4-4 17-22

Edmonds 3-5 21-14

Whatcom 3-5 12-14

Everett 0-9 3-23

SOUTH
Team League Season

Linn-Benton 8-0 33-0

Clark 8-1 23-8

Chemeketa 6-2 12-8

SW Oregon 3-6 15-14

Umpqua 3-6 14-20

NWAC Men’s Soccer
Walla Walla 6-5-2 9-5-3

North Idaho 6-5-2 6-7-4

Wenatchee Valley 5-7-1 6-8-1

Columbia Basin 3-5-5 5-5-6

Treasure Valley 2-10-1 1-11-2

NORTH
Team League Season

Peninsula 12-0-1 14-0-2

Whatcom 8-3-2 9-4-2

Edmonds 7-4-2 10-5-3

Skagit Valley 4-8-1 6-8-1

Shoreline 4-9-0 5-10-0

Everett 1-12-0 2-12-2

SOUTH
Team League Season

Portland 9-3-1 9-4-3

Chemeketa 9-3-1 9-5-3

Clark 8-4-1 8-7-2

Rouge 5-7-1 7-8-1

Lane 5-7-0 7-7-0

SW Oregon 0-12-
0

0-15-
1

NWAC Women’s Soccer
Edmonds 1-10-2 1-12-2

Skagit Valley 0-11-2 0-12-3

SOUTH
Team League Season

Clark 11-0-0 14-2-0

Lane 9-1-0 11-3-2

SW Oregon 5-5-0 6-8-0

Rogue 4-5-1 4-7-1

Clackamas 4-5-1 4-8-2

Portland 1-9-0 1-10-2

Chemeketa 0-9-0 0-14-0

NWAC Women’s Soccer
Tacoma 10-2-0 11-3-2

Green River 7-4-1 10-4-2

Centralia 6-3-3 10-4-3

Bellevue 6-6-0 6-8-0

Peirce 2-7-3 4-8-4

Lower Columbia 2-9-1 4-13-1

Grays Harbor 0-12-0 1-14-1

EAST
Team League Season

Spokane 11-0-1 15-0-4

North Idaho 10-0-2 12-2-1

Walla Walla 8-3-1 12-4-2

Treasure Valley 5-6-1 9-7-2

Wenatchee Valley 5-7-0 7-7-2

Columbia Basin 3-1-8 4-11-2

Yakima Valley 3-9-0 4-10-1

Blue Mountain 0-12-0 0-15-0

NORTH
Team League Season

Peninsula 13-0-0 14-1-1

Whatcom 7-4-2 8-5-3

Shoreline 6-3-4 8-3-4

Everett 7-6-0 9-7-0

Bao Tran/THUNDERWORD
Fernando Sanchez, No. 22, works through dribbling drills with a 
teammates at practice last Monday. 

By Konner Hancock
Staff Reporter

With two more wins last 
week, the Highline men’s soccer 
team claimed its third straight 
NWAC West Division title. 

“We always set team goals 
at the start of each season. The 
first was to win our division. 
We put in a great effort all sea-
son and reached that goal,” said 
Head Coach Steve Mohn. “Our 
ultimate goal for the season is 
to win the NWAC Champion-
ship.”

Highline was ranked No. 2 in 
the most recent NWAC Coach-
es poll, behind arch-rival Pen-
insula.  The division title gives 
Highline a better draw in the 
first round of the playoffs. 

The T-Birds get a first-round 
bye, and likely will face between 
the winner of a first-round 
game between the North Di-
vision No. 2 team and the East 
Division No. 3.  Currently those 
teams are Whatcom (9-4-2) and 
North Idaho (6-7-4). 

As another successful sea-
son reaches its conclusion, the 
T-Birds feel like they have a se-
rious chance at the champion-
ship, said Mohn. 

“I think we have the ability 
to reach that goal. There are a 
lot of things that have to hap-
pen for teams to win champion-
ships. It won’t be easy,” he said. 
“But If we keep working hard to 
reach that goal, I don’t see why 
we can’t make a good playoff 
run and lift another trophy.”

Highline clinched the divi-
sion title with a 6-0 win over 
Pierce.  

“We played really well as a 
team. We were solid defensively 

all game which gave us the op-
portunity to really get into the 
attack. It was a great team ef-
fort. Scoring six goals on a team 
is difficult,” said Mohn. 

The first half started with 
sophomore forward Jandja Ma-
harero scoring in the sixth min-
ute with the assist coming from 
Jason Rodriguez. Then mid first 
half, Maharero struck again 
with the assist coming from 
goalkeeper Julian Tafolla.

“The first two goals just 
helped us relax, like we weren’t 
on our nerves anymore, we were 
more calm and played the game 
how we wanted to play it,” said 
Maharero. 

The second half of the game 
began with freshman midfield-

By Aleyah Bennett
Staff Reporter

A loss to the Tacoma Titans 
knocked Highline into second 
place in the NWAC West Divi-
sion volleyball standings.

Highline lost to Tacoma, 21-
25, 25-19, 25-18, 25-23, lowering 
their record to 7-2 (25-5 overall). 

“We need to keep fighting 
for each point in each set,” 
Head Coach Chris Littleman 
said of the match, which could 
easily have gone either way.

But the Lady T-Birds 
bounced back to pound Pierce, 
25-18, 25-20, 25-22.

Apryll Eneliko led High-
line with 13 kills.  Kathlenna 
Ly had 16 digs.  

But amid winning the first 
set, Highline’s Taylor Alicu-
ben sprained her ankle, but 
continued playing through 
the pain.

“I landed on the foot of the 
outside hitter for Tacoma,” 
Alicuben said. 

“I continued playing but 
barely made it through the 
third set,” she said.

Tacoma took the next three 
sets, however, to claim the 
match.

“As a team we need to work 
on starting off strong, and 
finishing strong,” said Taylor 
Alicuben. 

The T-Birds defeated the 

Pierce College Raiders in three 
sets last Friday. 

Right side hitter Zoe Gains 
led both teams with 16 kills 
and 23 digs, middle blocker 
Megan Van Marter also had 
11 kills, setter Alicuben had 
42 sets, libero Lindsey Nein 
had 26 digs. 

Highline has been play-
ing without libero Pumehana 
Nedlic.  

Nedlic said she has tried 
to be very supportive of her 
teammates while she is out.

“I am really sad about not 
being able to play, but I do 
understand that I need to get 
healthy before I can come 
back,” said Nedlic. 

Nedlic will be re-evaluated 
Friday, Oct. 28 to see if she will 
be able to play again. 

The fourth-ranked T-Birds 
played Centralia on Wednes-
day, Oct. 26, with results un-
available at press time. 

Highline has only four 
matches left before the end of the 
season, beginning with a game at 
Green River on Friday at 7 p.m. 

The Lady T-Birds get a 
chance to avenge a loss to 
Lower Columbia on Wednes-
day, Nov. 2 in Longview. 

They finish the regular 
season with home matches 
against South Puget Sound on 
Nov. 4 and Grays Harbor on 
Nov. 9. 

Champions again

er Brandon Gonzalez notching a 
goal assisted by midfielder Mo-
hamed Jeylani. The onslaught 
continued with midfielder 
Mitchell Balmer, defender Dar-
ius Saelee and defender Alan 
Curiel each notching a goal, 
assisted by Cody Parke, Rodri-
guez and midfielder Toyokazu 
Yuminaga. 

“I’m very proud of the whole 
team. They have put in the hard 
work and it has paid off,” said 
Steve Mohn, the Head Coach of 
the men’s soccer team.

Highline’s final regular 
season game was Wednesday 
against Tacoma, with results 
unavailable at press time.  Taco-
ma gave Highline its only loss of 
the season earlier this fall.  

Thunderbirds clobber Pierce, 
claim third straight west title

T-Birds slip to 
second in NWAC

Jack Harton photo 
Lindsey Nein goes for a dig against Tacoma.

October 27, 2016  |   Highline College   |   Sports Page 8



October 27, 2016  |   Highline College   |   News Page 9

Highline’s earthquake preparation needs work
By Joey Gomez
Staff Reporter

Highline’s Emergency Man-
agement coordinator graded 
the college’s performance in last 
week Great Washington Shake-
Out Drill a solid B, but she ad-
mits the campus still has a lot to 
do to prepare for the big one.

Last Thursday was only 
Highline’s third year partici-
pating in the global ShakeOut 
earthquake drill, said Francesca 
Fender, Highline’s coordinator.

 While the number of peo-
ple participating worldwide to-
taled in the millions, 1.1 million 
Washingtonians practiced how 
to Drop, Cover and Hold On at 
10:20 a.m. on Oct. 20.

“We consider the likelihood 
of certain scenarios in our re-
gion [so we] try and test a gam-
ut of scenarios, man-made or 
natural disaster,” Fender said. 
“For the most part, the drill 
was successful and went well,” 
Fender said. “However, we had 
a few hiccups with some of our 
technology tied into the alert 
system.”

Television screens not dis-
playing properly, text message 
alerts to the students not being 
sent, and social media outlets 
failing to post about the drill as 
intended were some of the areas 
Fender identified as needing 
improvement.

“I think the important thing 
is not where we are at with pre-
paredness right now, but what 
are we actively doing to fix our 
vulnerabilities,” Fender said. 

By Jackie Robinson
Staff Reporter

Not eating meat is better for 
humans and for animals is what 
a group tried to convince the 
Highline campus. 

An intern from the non-prof-
it organization The Humane 
League was handing out fliers 
that promoted a vegan lifestyle 
on campus Monday, Oct. 24.

Plant based eating is better 
for everyone, said league repre-
sentative Houston Wong.

“It’s important to tell peo-
ple the truth about where their 
food comes from, so that they 
can know the impact on human 
health, the environment and 
animals,” he said.

Wong works as “a grass-roots 
intern” for the Seattle sector of 
The Humane League.

“I got involved with working 
with them two years ago,” said 
Wong. “I have a bachelor’s de-
gree from British Columbia Uni-
versity in computer science.”

Wong quit his job for the op-
portunity to work with The Hu-
mane League.

Vegan advocate promotes no-meat diet

 “I was working for Micro-
soft,” he said. “But I found out 
about animal rights issues. I got 
involved with online campaigns 
and then decided to leave Mic-
rosoft and take an intern posi-

tion with The Humane League.” 
His passion for animals fu-

eled his job change.
“I started to realize that ani-

mals are very much so the ma-
jority that is overlooked by soci-

ety,” he said.
As an intern, Wong said he 

distributes information and 
tables events at high schools, 
colleges and public events. He 
works with a team of about six 

employees on the local level. 
The Human League has a 

much bigger outreach than 
Washington, he said.

“They are local, national and 
global. On the global level they 
produce plant based eating life-
style media. They educate people 
around the world,” said Wong. 

A large part of Wong’s job is 
going into high schools and col-
leges to educate students.

“These kids are growing 
up and they are at a point in 
their life where they are gain-
ing independence and starting 
to make choices separate from 
their parent’s views,” he said. 
“It is an important time to tell 
them the effects of eating ani-
mals.”

On the college level, Wong 
said they try to go to as many 
schools as possible.

“During the school year we 
try come out a few times a year 
to every school.”

Aside from handing out fli-
ers earlier this week, there are 
no immediate plans to have 
a formal educational event at 
Highline, he said.

Olivia Sullivan/THUNDERWORD
An intern for The Humane League organization handed out fliers to students passing by on Monday. 

She said fixing the flaws will 
be an immense job and one that 
will take much concentrated ef-
fort and prior planning. 

Students made the evacuation 
portion of the earthquake drill 
difficult, Fender said. So much 
so, that a bull horn was needed 
to corral the resisting students.

How the state and region 
would act during a severe earth-
quake is one matter. How they 
would react in the aftermath is 
another. Many experts remain 
concerned about the area’s re-

silience with regard to human-
itarian issues in the event of a 
megaquake.

Washington state had its own 
earthquake exercise that took 
place in June, called Cascadia 
Rising. The regional exercise 
had approximately 23,000 par-
ticipants, and involved scenarios 
related to a possible megaquake 
caused from the Cascadia Sub-
duction Zone. The scenarios were 
those for which most schools and 
homes are not prepared.

It is estimated that a 

megaquake would have a mea-
surement of magnitude 9.0, and 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency predicts that more 
than 9,000 people in Washing-
ton would die in such an event.

“A M9.0, is not just one mea-
surement value more than a 
M8.0, it is actually 30 times a 
M8.0. So that makes a M9.0 --  
900 times more powerful than a 
M7.0 earthquake,” said Dr. Eric 
Baer, geology professor.

Fender said some entity on 
campus usually goes through 

a drill each quarter, and al-
though it is often not as high 
profile as the Great Washing-
ton ShakeOut, these are part 
of an ongoing effort to prepare 
the campus for the inevitable. 

“I’d really like to have an 
earthquake/fault zone infor-
mation gallery open for a week. 
Some place people could go in 
and look at maps of the local 
fault zones, see a small seismo-
graph and maybe even practice 
putting a first aid kit together,” 
she said.
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people outside of the situation 
start to question the victim. 
Asking questions such as “Why 
don’t you just leave?” 

Another question that might 
make the victim feel guilty is 
“What did you do to make them 
mad?”

If domestic violence is hap-
pening in a household in which 
English is not the primary lan-
guage, the victim might be 
scared for two reasons. The 
victim might be scared for their 
life. They might also be scared 
because they don’t know how to 
speak English. 

However, many resources are 
available for people who do not 
speak English. Consejo, a local 
counseling center, has resourc-
es for Spanish speakers. The 
YWCA offers Spanish-speak-
ing domestic violence support 
groups. 

Highline offers assistances 
through Women’s Programs. 

Women’s Programs takes the 
person in and if the victim is 
ready to talk to someone about 
the abuse, the victim is encour-
aged to call the 24-hour hotline. 

If the victim chooses to, 
they can file a report with 
campus safety and file a report 
with Des Moines Police De-
partment. 

From there the victim 
can go to court and get a 
restraining order against 
the abuser. The victim may 
bring a copy of the restrain-
ing order with a photo of the 
individual who isn’t sup-
posed to be on around them 
to the Public Safety Office.

If you know of someone who 
is in a domestic violence situa-
tion, offer your help. Listen to 
what they are going through. 

Don’t go around telling other 
people what this person is going 
through, experts say. 

If you know of someone who 

is going through a domestic vi-
olence situation, make sure to 
ask “Do you feel unsafe at the 
moment?” or “Does the abuser 
have a weapon?” 

When the victim decides to 
leave the abuser, they should 
have a safety plan. A safety plan 
is “what to do the moment you 
decide to leave,” Rader said. 
“[You] need to figure out where 
you’re going to go.” 

The most important thing 
is to have quick access to im-
portant documents. These 
documents should be kept 
together and secret from the 
abuser. 

Documents that should be 
gathered are driver’s license, 
passports, Social Security 
numbers, medical cards, any 
medicines, cellphone, cell-
phone charger, full tank of 
gas, cash, and shot records if 
the victim has any children. 
These documents need to be 
accessible to just grab and go, 
said Rader.

In King County, DAWN 
(Domestic Abuse Women Net-
work) is an available resource 
to help. They have shelters, 
clothing, household stuff, tran-
sitional housing, counseling, 
parenting, domestic violence 
101 classes, group sessions, and 
awareness classes. 

 “Spots at domestic violence 
shelters are limited,” said Rad-
er. “Shelters can be restrictive, 
meaning if you have a son, you 
won’t be admitted into the shel-
ter.” 

Another resource available 
for victims is the YWCA, which 
is similar to DAWN in the help 
it provides. 

Abusers typically get help 
once they have been through 
the court system after they 
have been charged, said Rader. 

A judge could send the 
abuser to anger management 
classes. Other classes that can 
teach about the power and 
control wheel, said Rader.

But some abusers might real-

ize that they are harming some-
one. Here are resources that are 
here to help people who have 
realized what they’re doing is 
wrong:

•	 Consejo has counsel-
ing for abusers. For more infor-
mation, call at (253)579-1998.

•	 Loveisrespect.org
•	 The National Domestic 

Violence Hotline. Phone num-
ber is 1-800-787-3224.

It’s always helpful to learn 
about domestic violence and 
educate yourself on what you 
could to help domestic violence 
victims or help yourself if you’re 
in a situation like that, experts 
say.

If you are currently in a 
domestic violence situation, 
remember that it’s not your 
fault. Remember that there 
are people that are in the 
same situation and you’re not 
alone in this. 

“It’s not the victim’s fault the 
abuser has the abusive behav-
ior,” said Rader.

Violence
continued from page 1

By Michael Simpson
Staff Reporter

The 30th district state House 
candidates disagree on how to 
pay for public schools and on 
whether the region should fur-
ther invest in Sound Transit.   

Two pairs of candidates com-
peting for two state House seats 
came to Highline on Wednes-
day to talk about why they 
should be elected.

They took student questions 
in Building 8, Mt. Constance.

State Rep. Linda Kochmar, 
Republican, and Mike Pellicci-
otti, Democrat, are campaign-
ing for position one.

State Rep. Teri Hickel, Re-
publican, and Kristine Reeves, 
Democrat, are campaigning for 
position two.

The McCleary decision and 
ST3 were among the issues dis-
cussed.

The McCleary decision is 
an order by the state Supreme 
Court to to Legislature to meet 
the state Constitution by fully 
funding K-12 education.

Fully funding education in-

cludes operating costs, supplies, 
transportation and market-rate 
staff compensation.  The office 
of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction says it will cost an 
additional $3.8 billion per year 
to pay for this.

Rep. Kochmar, who touted 
her extensive record as mayor 
and council member of Federal 
Way, said that McCleary needs 
to be paid for before any addi-
tional projects are taken on.

Pellicciotti, currently assis-
tant state attorney general, said 
the state should be fully fund-
ing McCleary, but not a via a 
levy swap, in which local prop-
erty taxes across the state would 
be equalized.

Rep. Hickel has served in the 
Legislature for one year and was 

executive director of the Ad-
vancing Leadership Foundation 
for 15 years.  

She said she strongly sup-
ports a levy swap to fund Mc-
Cleary.

“In a district like ours, we pay 
three times the amount that oth-
er districts around us pay in our 
local levy dollars,” Rep. Hickel 
said.  “So it’s just not fair.”

Reeves is the associate direc-
tor of the industry sector eco-
nomic development program at 
the Washington state Depart-
ment of Commerce.

She said her background in 
economic development is cru-
cial to bringing a stronger tax 
base to the 30th district, which 
would help fund McCleary.

She said she wants to close 

tax loopholes to help fund Mc-
Cleary.

“I want to make sure my kid 
and every kid in the district has 
the best education possible,” 
Reeves said.

ST3 is the plan to build 62 
miles of new light rail, including 
stops in Federal Way, Bellev-
ue and Tacoma, plus added bus 
service and more transit sopts.  
Proposition 1 will raise $27.7 
billion in new taxes for the $54 
billion project.

Rep. Kochmar said she wants 
to address ST3 at a future date.

ST3 will trigger the biggest 
tax increase in history, and a 
family household of four will 
pay extra taxes of $750 to $2,500 
per year, Rep. Kochmar said.

Pellicciotti said he will vote for 

Candidate showdown at Highline
ST3 and will respect the voters 
decision if it gets passed or not.

Rep. Hickel said she won’t 
vote for ST3 because it’s too ex-
pensive and she supports con-
gestion relief projects.

Reeves said that a light rail 
system is an efficient alternative 
to roads.

“As we cram a million more 
people into this district over 
the decade, we’ve got to figure 
out how to make sure we have 
transportation options that 
work for everybody,” she said.

Rep. Kochmar and Reeves 
offered solutions on how to 
fund higher public education.

Rep. Kochmar said again 
that fully funding K-12 is pri-
ority, but she plans to continue 
to ask for money to fund High-
line improvements such as more 
parking.

She said she has a history of 
funding facility improvements 
on the Highline campus. 

Reeves said the minimum 
wage needs to be raised so 
working student can afford tu-
ition and books.

The last day to vote is Nov. 8.

Michael Simpson/THUNDERWORD
Mike Pellicciotti and Linda Kochmar are divided on how to fund public education.

Teri Hickel Kristine Reeves
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By Jessica Strand
Staff Reporter

Although scientists are un-
sure how the melting of sea ice 
might affect the future of the 
planet, we shouldn’t risk it, a 
professor said on campus last 
Friday.

Climate change is a big top-
ic in environmental science but 
there are many misconceptions 
that the public has regarding sea 
ice, said Rus Higley, professor of 
biology, during last week’s Sci-
ence Seminar.

“One of the poster children 
for climate change is sea ice,” 
Higley said.  “There is very 
much a climate change compo-
nent in there, but there’s some 
other things that maybe we hav-
en’t thought about.”

There are two main types of 
ice: sea ice and land ice, Higley 
said.  Sea ice forms when the 
surface of the water freezes, and 
only gets up to around 20 feet 
thick.  Land ice is what causes 
icebergs – when ice from gla-
ciers falls into the sea, icebergs 
are formed.

“You can end up with small 
pieces of ice being the size of 
your car, to big pieces of ice be-
ing the size of the Empire State 
Building, to big pieces of ice be-
ing the size of Rhode Island,” he 
said.

The difference between the 
ice in the north and the ice in 
the south is the land under-
neath, or lack thereof. The Arc-
tic is the icy regions found at the 
North Pole without land under-
neath it, while the Antarctic is 
an icy region of land found in 
the south.

“One of the biggest differ-
ences is the Arctic is an ocean 
surrounded by land -- the Ant-
arctic is land surrounded by 
ocean,” Higley said.  “When 
we’re talking about sea ice in the 
Antarctic that’s its seasonal ice 
but the land is basically always 
covered.”

The Arctic is sea ice that 
moves around in the north be-
tween Greenland, Alaska, The 
Soviet Union and northern 
Canada.  

The Arctic ice cap goes 
through seasonal changes, 
which reduces the size of it de-
pending on the time of the year, 
Higley said.  However, it has 
been getting smaller over the 
years, even for its coldest sea-

sons.
“Climate change is one of 

those things that there’s not an 
absolute smoking gun,” Higley 
said.  “But one of the pieces of 
evidence is that sea ice has been 
reducing.”

Besides the coverage of ice in 
the north, the thickness is also 
diminishing, Higley said.  

“If we take coverage and 
thickness we start losing a mas-
sive volume of ice,” Higley said.  
“And ice is basically a thermal 
inertia, it keeps temperature 
from changing.”

When ice covers the ocean, 
90 percent of the sun’s energy 
is reflected back, Higley said.  
However, when the sun hits wa-
ter, over 90 percent of the sun’s 

energy is absorbed by the water, 
causing the planet to heat up.  

“The idea is, if we have the 
temperature rise we melt ice, 
if we melt ice we have less re-
flected which means more is 
absorbed by the water, which 
means temperatures rises,” 
Higley said.

“So why does it matter?” 
Higley asked.  “We can look at 
climate, which is the normal 
thing -- but we can also look at 
impacts on animals, transpor-
tation, and then access to new 
resources.”

However, the energy absorp-
tion is only part of the story, 
Higley said.  Another key com-
ponent is water vapor, which is a 
greenhouse gas.

“Our water right here in the 
Puget sound is right now 50 
degrees,” Higley said.  “In the 
summer time 50 degree water 
actually cools our air, and in the 
winter time 50 degrees actually 
warms us up -- so water mod-
erates.” 

“Greenhouse gases are criti-
cal for life on this planet -- if we 
don’t have greenhouse gasses we 
don’t live on our planet -- if we 
have too many we turn to Ve-
nus,” Higley said.  

Human activity doesn’t 
modify water vapor a great deal, 
but has a big effect on heat ab-
sorption, especially in the Arc-
tic, Higley said.  

 “There is a concept out there 
called abrupt climate change,” 
Higley said.  “If you’ve ever 
stood up in the canoe started 
falling over one way if you’re 
not careful … you may rebal-
ance and actually end up fall-
ing over on the other side. By 

warming us up its possible that 
we can actually trigger us into 
the other direction.”

Another concern with the 
ice melting is the possibility of 
methane being released into the 
atmosphere, Higley said.  Pock-
ets of methane can be found in 
the permafrost, which is 20 to 
25 times as efficient at becom-
ing a greenhouse gas as carbon 
dioxide.  

The sea ice shrinking is also 
a big concern for polar bears.

“Why is melting sea ice a 
concern for polar bears?” Hig-
ley asked.  “Drowning is a com-
mon one that you hear -- the 
reality is drowning may hap-
pen but that’s actually not what 
we’re concerned about. Starva-
tion is what we’re concerned 
about.”

Indigenous people are also 
very affected by the reduction of 
sea ice, Higley said.  Where they 
once could travel across the ice, 
they are now more confined.  

However, there could be 
more resources available with-
out as much ice cover, Higley 
said.  Some of the resources 
that could become available are 
more opportunity for fishing 
in the region, and access to fuel 
sources.  

“The kicker is if you believe 
that retreating ice is bad -- and 
you want to try to fix it -- un-
derstanding the drivers behind 
why the ice is retreating is im-
portant,” Higley said.  

“If you think it’s A, and you 
fix A and ignore B, and B was 
actually two thirds of the effect 
you didn’t do much,” he said.    
“You need to understand the 
problem before you can fix it.”

Jessica Strand/THUNDERWORD
Rus Higley, professor of biology, explains effects of the ice cap’s 
shrinking.

Climate change poses icy dilemma, prof says

Job opportunities and sweet treats draw students
By Zico Dumo
Staff Reporter 

Despite a bunch of candy 
grabbers, yesterday’s Highline 
Job Fair managed to connect 
a lot of students with potential 
employers.

A job fair is held every 
quarter and offers employers a 
chance to advertise about open 
positions and provide informa-
tion about their companies. It 
is open to the community, stu-
dents and alumni.

Yesterday, 50 employers set 
up their tables, endured people 
pretending to be interested just 
so they could grab some swag, 
and still managed to snag a lot 
of prospects.

“We’ve hired a handful of 
qualified students in the past, 
so we continue [coming] be-
cause, why not?” asked Lynessa 
Tinglum, a representative for 
Advanced Health Care.

She and many other employ-
ers agreed that the job fair helps 
find workers, and is a good in-
vestment of time.   

The job fairs have been hap-
pening for 10 years and always 
attract a large number of stu-
dents, said Chantal Carrancho, 
the college program manager 
for Career Services.

“We always have a good 
turnout of students,” she said, 
“I think the highest we’ve got is 
around 500.”

Many students agreed that it 
was a great way to get informa-

tion about the workforce.
“I think it’s good that High-

line offers this,” said Running 
Start student Berri Gomez-Tor-
res. “It gives students a resource 
to find out information about 

what they need for a job.”
Other students said they 

were more focused on getting 
hired rather than just collecting 
information.

“Personally, I don’t find it 
helpful,” said Alex Ryding, a 
second-year returning student. 
“They just throw flyers at you and 
expect you to sign up. It’d be bet-
ter if they offered applications.”

And then there were the stu-
dents motivated strictly by the 
swag.

“If you talk to them, you can 
get candy and pens without the 
awkwardness,” said student Sa-
vannah Heruska. “I guess in a 
sense it kind of pushes you to 
educate yourself, just for the 
candy.”

Carrancho said the Winter 
Quarter Job Fair has yet to be 
scheduled. 

However, information on 
career exploration, job search, 
campus employment and re-
sume writing at Highline’s Ca-
reer and Student Employment 
website:  studentemployment.
highline.edu. 

Wangari Muranga/THUNDERWORD
Students explore employment options during the Fall Quarter Job Fair yesterday.
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based on the type of expense 
and then by which division is 
using the funds. 

“Almost half of the bud-
get goes to instruction,” Cart-
wright said. “Who gets the most 
money? Instruction. And who 
should get most of the money? 
Instruction.”

Cartwright said the budget 
accurately reflects the college’s 
main priorities, such as academ-
ics and student performance. 

“With the new allocation 
model, there’s more emphasis 
on student achievement,” said 
Cartwright. “Highline has al-
ways really cared about how our 
students do. I think that’s what 
makes this place special. When 
you’re in a class, you know the 
instructor really cares how you 
do. There’s even more of a focus 
now.”

For program expenses, 
$21.52 million of the $44.24 
total expenditure allocation is 
spent on instruction. Money 
put toward instruction includes 
all expenses related to academic 
affairs such as supplies, train-
ing, and salaries of instructors, 
among other things. 

Highline spends $3.1 mil-
lions on IT services, $3.15 mil-

oxygen,” he said.  “[This] has 
the impact of forcing people 
who have the talents, desire and 
energy to support themselves, 
support family and pay taxes to 
be dependent on underfunded 
public support.”

With proper public assis-
tance, people with disabilities 
can be more productive, Wilson 
said.

The resulting tax revenue 
generated by them will out-
weigh the cost of the programs, 
he said.

Washington’s regressive state 
tax system, where one’s tax rate 
decreases as income increases, 
has created a $3.5 billion “bud-
get hole” that needs to be filled, 
he said.

Taxes in Washington are the 
35th lowest in the country and 
have dropped 30 percent be-
tween 1990 and 2011, Wilson 
said.   

If taxes were raised to the 
U.S. average, the state would 
have $5.6 billion to “completely 
make that $3.5 billion budget 
hole go away,” he said.

Fortunately, McCleary is a 
disability issue because special 
education is included in basic 
education, he said.

This connection was estab-
lished, in part, because of a 
special education lawsuit, the 
School Districts’ Alliance for 
Adequate Funding of Special 
Education v. the State of Wash-

lion on academic support, $3.7 
million on student services, and 
$5.4 million on plant operations 
and safety for the campus. 

The top three categories of 
expenditure money go into ac-
ademically focused areas, Cart-
wright said, totaling almost $30 
million of the total $44 million. 

By employment group, 
Highline spends $6.67 million 
on administration and profes-
sional exempt staff, $9.5 million 
on full-time faculty, $5.9 mil-
lion on part-time faculty, and $5 
million on classified staff.

“Exempt staff are people 
like deans, directors, program 
managers, [and] executive assis-
tants,” Cartwright said. “Classi-
fied staff are many of our front-
line people that are represented 
by the union.  Between the two, 
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Tiffany Ho/THUNDERWORD 
Most of Highline’s projected budget goes to instruction and instruc-
tion related services for the 2016-2017 year. 

you are looking at the folks be-
hind the scenes that keep the 
college running.”

When Michael Pham, the 
vice president of the college, be-
gan working at Highline a year 
ago, he redesigned the budget 
to make it easier to understand 
exactly where the college’s mon-
ey comes from and goes, Cart-
wright said.

“He looks at budgets differ-
ently than our previous vice 
president – [Michael’s] a bud-
get person,” Cartwright said. 
“When he started at first I was 
kind of scared but then I real-
ized, he speaks my language.”

Under Pham’s guidance, 
the college changed how each 
budget item is categorized, in-
stead of lumping all the similar 
categories together, said Cart-

wright.
“We’re trying to be more ac-

curate in our budgeting and to 
have the story more transpar-
ent,” Cartwright said. “It has 
impacted in the way that we 
don’t have the excess tuition 
we used to have. Last year, we 
just exactly met our FTE goal. 
To meet that FTE goal, we had 
a lot more adult education type 
courses.” 

FTE is the term for full-time 
equivalent students, Cartwright 
said.  

At the end of the year, Cart-
wright does a report to de-
termine under-budgeting or 
over-budgeting in certain areas. 
Due to lower enrollment num-
bers, the college just met the en-
rollment requirement. 

“Enrollment remains a chal-
lenge,” she said. “With the new 

model, making the FTE is crit-
ical. If we don’t make it, we lose 
money.”

For every student taking 15 
credits, Highline receives a dol-
lar amount from the state, she 
said. The FTE requirement is 
given each year and monitored 
each quarter.

“It’s on the downward trajec-
tory,” she said. “We really need 
to keep it where it is.”

In the upcoming year, High-
line will start various four-year 
degree options. These programs 
may cause a spike in enrollment. 

“There is a potential to in-
crease enrollment in the two-
year programs that lead into 
the BAS degrees, and then the 
enrollment and tuition for the 
upper level classes,” Cartwright 
said. “It is definitely something 
that we will be watching closely.”
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Budget by program 2015-201Expenditures in 2015-2016 were not greatly different than this year’s 
budget.  

ington, he said.
Fifty school districts out of 

285 sued because special educa-
tion money was being spent on 
other students without disabili-

ties, he said.
This contributed to the for-

mation of the McCleary lawsuit, 
he said.

“The court said obviously 

this basic education is part of 
the state’s funding for students 
that are in special education,” 
Wilson said.  

“It established that special 

education is part of basic edu-
cation,” he said. “And that’s im-
portant because the state has a 
constitutional mandate to fully 
fund basic education.”
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