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Kristi Dopp

Unreturned book rentals affecting bookstore
By Brooks Schaefer 
Staff reporter

The Highline bookstore has 
been experiencing shortages 
lately due to students not re-
turning their rental books on 
time or at all. 

Bookstore Manager Kristine 
Dopp said this shortage has put 
some books out of stock but will 
not prevent the bookstore from 
renting out books in the future. 

By no means is this a new 
problem, Dopp said.

“We always have a popula-
tion of late rental returns [or 
non-returned books],” she said.

“It’s not a huge percentage, 
but it does happen every quar-
ter,” Dopp said. “We need the 
books back on time because a 
lot of times we use them next 
quarter, and we are ordering on 
what we know is coming back.” 

More and more students are 

renting their books each quar-
ter and fewer are buying them.  
In Fall Quarter 2016, 1,400 
books were rented, Dopp said, 
of which 250 were not returned.  
Overall, 17 percent of textbooks 
were rented by students rather 
than purchased outright. 

About 1,150 books were rent-
ed for Winter Quarter.

This impacts the bookstore’s 
finances.  Overall sales in 2016 
were $2.4 million, compared to 

$2.7 million the year before. 
The bookstore is a self-sus-

taining department of the col-
lege, and any profit it makes goes 
to support college activities. 

“We don’t take any general 
fund money. …  Everything we 
make goes back into the col-
lege,” Dopp said.  

By Kelsey Par
Staff Reporter 

The lack of evening food op-
tions at Highline has left the 
campus community hungry for 
more choices. 

Highline offers more than 
100 evening classes each week, 
with some beginning as early as 
4 p.m. and some ending as late 
as 9:20 p.m. 

Aside from vending ma-
chines and the Bookstore, there 
are three places students, staff 
and faculty can get food on 
campus; the Union Cafe, Fire-
side Bistro and Cafe 29. 

The Union Cafe is open 
Monday-Friday from 7:30 a.m. 

to 2 p.m.; the Fireside Bistro is 
open Monday-Thursday from 7 
a.m to 4 p.m. and Friday from 
7 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and Cafe 29 is 
open Monday-Thursday from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Friday from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

The food on campus is pro-
vided by Lancer, a company 
that provides food services to 
various destinations through-
out Pierce and King County. 

Lancer serves Shoreline Col-
lege, Pierce, Point Defiance Zoo 
and the Woodland Park Zoo. 

Highline signed a three-
year contract with Lancer in 
September 2015. This contract 
states that those on campus 
can’t order food from any com-
pany other than Lancer. 

Lancer provides food cater-
ing Monday-Friday from 7 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. with a $40 minimum 
and a requested 72-hour notice. 
Food can be ordered after these 
hours for an additional charge. 

Some students, staff, and facul-
ty who spend time on campus in 
the evening have expressed their 
concerns about the lack of options 
and have suggested solutions and 
ideas to improve the options. 

“I’m sure there are some 

By Jessica Strand
Staff Reporter

Highline officials say 
they hope the second wave 
of a new software program 
coming to the college will 
be a gentle splash and not a 
tsunami.  

CtcLink is a web-based ad-
ministrative systems program 
that will be rolling out to all 
community colleges in Wash-
ington state over the next few 
years.  Eventually, students, 
staff and faculty will be able to 
register, check on financial aid, 
check grades, or look up student 

data seamlessly across all of the 
state’s 34 community and tech-
nical colleges.

But the initial foray in ct-
cLink land has not been rosy.  

Tiffany Ho/THUNDERWORD

Night owls 
howl over lack 
of food choices

Software roll out on hold indefinitely

Colleges still debugging 
new software system

Kayla Dickson/THUNDERWORD
A Highline student enjoys a 
Lancer’s burger during lunch 
time.
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Fast flasher flees 
Library, Union

By Will Otto
Staff Reporter

A male was seen expos-
ing himself in the library on 
Monday and Tuesday.

The male was seen by 
library staff exposing him-
self to females, on Jan. 30 
at 11:43 a.m, and Jan. 31 
at 10:59 a.m, 3:40 p.m, and 
4:10 p.m. 

Highline Public Safe-
ty officials and the Des 
Moines Police Department 
were notified of the inci-
dents and are currently in-
vestigating. 

“If you see this crime 
in progress call 911 before 
Highline Public Safety,” said 
Sgt. George Curtis of High-
line Public Safety. 

Visitor gets 
verbally aggresive 

A transient female was 
asked to leave last Friday.

The female was asked to 
leave from the grass in front 
of the tennis courts by Pub-
lic Safety officials on Jan. 27 
during the day.  

She was verbally aggres-
sive towards Public Safety, 
but left without incident.

Woman followed 
into bathroom 

A female was followed 
into the ladies bathroom on 
Sunday.

The female was followed 
by a male into the bathroom. 
She confronted the male and 
he left on Jan. 29 at 11:05 a.m. 

The Des Moines Police 
Department was contacted 
regarding the incident. 

Vehicle raises 
suspicion 

A suspicious vehicle was 
seen in the north lot on Tues-
day. 

The vehicle was parked in 
the north lot with three oc-
cupants on Jan. 31 at 10:33 
a.m. 

It was described as a green 
Honda Prelude. The vehicle 
fled as soon as Highline Pub-
lic Safety arrived.

By Kelsey Par/THUNDERWORD
Students, staff and faculty celebrated students’ academic milestones at the Student Achievement Social yesterday. 

School-to-prision 
pipeline discussion

Natorius Ezell, Project 
SCOPE faculty, will host a dis-
cussion on the school-to-prison 
pipeline and ways that educa-
tional opportunities and sup-
ports, such as Project SCOPE, 
can disrupt this pattern. 

This event is part of the Hon-
ors Colloquy speaker series.

Honors Colloquy takes place 
every Wednesday from 12:15-
1:20 p.m. 

All events are scheduled to 
take place in 3-102. 

Strategies for 
student success 

Kela Hall, CEO of KD Hall 
Communications, will host a 
forum discussing successful 
business strategies at the Burien 
Community Center. 

KD Hall Communications 
is a movement that is focused 
around women in leadership 
and STEM topics. 

Hall has a master’s degree in 
business administration and adult 
education and training. 

The forum is on Feb. 4 at 10 
a.m. to noon and is open to all. It 
is at 14700 6th Ave S.W. For more 
information, call 206-242-0245. 

Waive your spring 
tuition goodbye  

Highline’s Achievement 
Scholarship program will award 
15 full-time students tuition 
waivers for their Spring Quar-
ter tuition. 

The deadline for applications 
is Feb. 13, at 5 p.m. Applications 
can be picked up and dropped 
off in Building 9. 

Students who are taking at 
least 12 credits and have a col-
lege or high school GPA of 3.0 
or higher may apply. 

Running Start students, 
non-resident students and in-
ternational students are not 
eligible. 

Winning applicants will be 
notified by email by March 2. 
For more information, call 206-
592-3301.

Explore the sea 
with technology

Lindsay Holladay, MaST Cen-
ter education coordinator, will 
host a seminar about exploring 
the deep sea with technology. 

Holladay has a degree in bi-
ology and chemistry and has 
assisted many students in their 
scientific career goals. 

It will be on Feb. 3, at 1:30 
p.m. Science seminars are every 
Friday in Building 3, room 102.

Lindsay Holladay 

Got news? 
Let us know!
thunderword

@
highline.edu

Natorius Ezell

Tour the Salish 
Sea at MaST

The Marine Science and 
Technology Center will host a 
virtual tour of the Salish Sea on 
Feb. 4. 

The Salish Sea runs from 
northern Vancouver Island 
south to Olympia. 

It runs between the Cascade 
and Olympic Mountains. The 
tour will include a discussion 
about the coastal processes, and 
the many animals that the re-
gion supports. 

Topics will also include 
ways to keep the water clean 
in wildlife areas that we can 
all enjoy. 

The tour is from noon to 
12:45 p.m. at the MaST Center.

 It is at 28203 Redondo Beach 
Drive., S. For more information, 
visit mast.highline.edu.

The truth about 
depression 

The Inter-Cultural Center 
and the Counseling Center are 
teaming up to host the first 
Counseling Wisdom Series of 
the quarter. 

Topics will include depres-
sion, the common cold, mental 
health concerns and more. 

Students can learn and rec-
ognize the symptoms of depres-
sion and what resources they 
have to turn to. 

The discussion will be facil-
itated by Inter-Cultural Center 
student staff Ederly Beausilien 
and Nicole Wilson.

It will be on Feb. 2, from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. It is in Build-
ing 8, room 204. 

For more information, con-
tact the ICC at icc@highline.
edu or call 206-592-4350. 
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By Olivia Sullivan
Staff Reporter

  Where is the line between 
freedom of speech and becom-
ing a threat?

This question was raised at 
the Highline public safety fo-
rum last Thursday. 

More than 50 people attended 
the discussion to ask questions 
and listen to public safety offi-
cials talk about Highline’s safety.

Allison Geen, an English 
professor at Highline, brought 
up a situation regarding a stu-
dent wearing an offensive 
t-shirt printed with a derogato-
ry term for homosexuals, and 
also changing their canvas pro-
file picture to a photo of them 
wearing the same t-shirt.

 “Being offensive is differ-
ent than being an intentional 
threat,” said Toni Castro, the vice 
president of student services. 

While students, staff, and 
faculty have the right to express 
their opinions, it crosses a line 
when the opinion becomes dis-
criminatory. 

“A threat is a statement of an 
intention to inflict pain, injury, 
damage, or other hostile action 
in someone in retribution for 
something done or not done,” 
said David Menke, the director 
of public safety and emergency 
management at Highline. 

“Offensive is normally an at-
tack on one’s values and could be 
a perceived insult,” Menke said. 
“The line is where there is an in-

tention to inflict pain or injury, 
and Public Safety or law enforce-
ment intervention is required.”

Highline’s student code of 
conduct explicitly states that 
students are prohibited from 
engaging in any discriminato-
ry conduct which harms or ad-
versely affects any member of 
the college community because 
of her/his…sexual orientation, 
according to WAC 132l-125-100 
section 12. 

  Since there was no formal 
complaint or grievance filed, no 
action could be taken about the 
student’s t-shirt, Menke said.  

Sometimes, the constitu-
tional law conflicts with what is 
morally right and wrong, Cas-
tro said. 

While people may know the 
t-shirt is crossing a line moral-
ly, it is tough to decide when to 
take lawful action, she said. 

For situations like this, peo-
ple of the Highline community 
are encouraged to report any 
conduct they believe is violating 
the student conduct code, Men-
ke said. 

“They may report any stu-
dent who is experiencing dis-
tress or engaging in harmful or 
disruptive behaviors,” Menke 
said. “The alleged violations 

will be investigated by the col-
lege and handled appropriately.”

SAIT is a resource service 
available for students, staff, and 
faculty to report any miscon-
duct found on campus. 

SAIT stands for Student As-
sessment Information Team, 
and a lot of time and energy was 
spent on deciding the name, 
said Buzz Wheeler, a legal stud-
ies professor at Highline. 

The team aims to serve as the 
coordinating hub of a network 
of existing resources, focused 
on prevention and early inter-
vention in campus communi-
ty situations, according to the 
team’s website. 

Highline’s SAIT team in-
cludes Sgt. George Curtis from 
Public Safety; Rod Fowers, a 
psychology professor; Dr. Glo-
ria Rose Koepping, a counseling 
psychologist; and Ay Saechao, 
the associated dean for student 
development and retention and 
conduct.  

“If anyone has a report about 
someone or a situation, we want 
them to say it,” Wheeler said.

Highline’s main goal is to 
educate those who are in the 
wrong, he said. 

“Our philosophy and prac-
tice is finding the right balance 

between the rights of students 
and of the college,” said Ay Sae-
chao. “It’s our job to teach [stu-
dents] how to be a productive 
member of our community.”

The college seeks the truth 
and want to teach students when 
they have violated the college’s 
code of conduct, Saechao said.

“It’s not punitive, its early 
intervention,” Wheeler said. “It 
helps the retention of students. 
It’s a great tool we have.”

The more people prepare by 
visualizing situations in their 
head, the more they never seem 
to need it, Wheeler said.

“We talk through what is 
happening,” said Dr. Gloria 
Rose Koepping. “We’re there 
to look at what the problem is, 
what are the potential solutions, 
and which one of us is going to 
follow up.”

Since September of last year, 
there have been 72 reports over 
five quarters, Dr. Koepping said. 

The largest category of re-
ports is witness reports.

“Putting it on Instagram is 
not a police report,” said Sgt. 
Mike Graddon, a Des Moines 
police officer and criminal jus-
tice professor at Highline.

Reports vary from academic 
dishonesty to lewd conduct to 

Kayla Dickson/THUNDERWORD
From left to right: Sgt. George Curtis, David Menke, Buzz Wheeler, Ay Saechao, Dr. Gloria Rose Koepping, Sgt. Mike Graddon.

petty theft. 
“Theft is one of the major 

things we have to deal with on 
campus,” Menke said. 

Public Safety is a 24/7 ser-
vice on campus that includes 
parking lot safety patrols, crime 
prevention, safety escorts, and 
trainings or assessments.

“You’re not ever bothering 
anyone,” Menke said in regards 
to requesting a safety escort.

“What we see in the com-
munity really mirrors what you 
see here on campus,” said Sgt. 
Graddon.

From heroine to homeless-
ness, it all trickles onto campus 
eventually, Sgt. Graddon said.

Controversy surrounding 
political beliefs has also made 
its way onto campus. 

“We are here to serve every-
one,” Sgt. Graddon said. “We 
are not going to ask you your 
immigrant status. It’s as useless 
to us as your religion or finan-
cial status.”

Highline protects every 
student’s right to freedom of 
speech, even the screaming bi-
ble man often seen on campus, 
Menke said.

“This isn’t the end of a con-
versation, it’s the beginning,” he 
said. 

Public safety forum gives guidance

Opening up to different cultures is important 
By Roseline Collins 
Staff Reporter 

Learning about another per-
son’s culture gives room to learn 
more about yourself, a Highline 
hospitality professor said last 
week. 

Instructor of Hotel and Hos-
pitality Management Justin 
Taillon gave a presentation on 
cross-cultural communication 
and the skills of interacting with 
others from a diverse culture for 
the Honors Colloquy on Jan. 25. 

The Honors Colloquy is a 
sequence of weekly sermons 
by faulty, students, and sup-
porters of the community on 
diverse subjects concerning an-
nual themes to increase student 

learning. 
As a market-based socio-cul-

tural conservation researcher, 
Taillon investigates cultures 
that are becoming extinct and 
in what ways they could be re-
vived. 

“If we make a culture more 
alive than dead, then it is going 
to stay,” he said. 

People like it when there is 
an attempt to learn about their 
culture and that is why people 
must be flexible, Taillon said. 

Respecting the differences 
in others’ cultures rather than 
becoming frustrated through 
miscommunication is criti-
cal because communication is 
complex, he said. 

Taillon told a story about 

his friend from Eritrea who 
came to the United States and 
was entirely focused on living 
the American way. He really 
wanted to be American—he 
was even focused on only eat-
ing American food for an entire 
year, Taillon said. 

However, when the friend’s 
family came to the United 
States they chose not to focus 
on the American way of things. 

“It was Eritrea first, U.S. sec-
ond,” he said. 

Even people from the same 
culture can be different. No two 
people are alike, Taillon said. 

Having a best friend from Er-
itrea, wife from Korea, friends 
from Peru, and growing up in 
a household where both of his 

parents did not speak English, 
has made him more grounded, 
he said. 

“People from different cul-
tures have different perspec-
tive on things like food, family 
structure, and what is import-
ant in life,” he said. 

Taillon said he has seen and 
heard of many instances where 
people from different cultures 
have struggled with creating 
friendships in the United States 
because they feel that Ameri-
cans “will not open up to them.” 

Taillon said he believes one 
way students can open them-
selves up to the culture of others 
is by joining clubs on campus. 
He said he was inspired by the 
passion of one of his Japanese 

students standing at a booth to 
get students to sign up for the 
Japanese Club.

You do not have to be Japanese 
to join the Japanese Club, because 
you can take so much away from 
going to their club and seeing 
their situations, he said. 

The Honors Colloquy semi-
nars are hosted every Wednes-
day in Building 3, room 102, 
and unless otherwise noted, 
from 12:15-1:20 p.m. for the 
Winter Quarter. 

The next colloquy will be 
Feb. 15 with part-time facul-
ty member Rod Mattson who 
teaches communication. The 
topic of discussion will be 
chronemics, which is the study 
of time in communication.

Students, staff, 
and faculty 
question 
freedom of 
speech rights
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That is utter na-na!

Have something to say? 

Have something you want to say to the student body?

The Highline Thunderword is asking for students to voice 
their opinions on what matters to them. We’re accepting submis-
sions in the form of letters and columns.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 200 words; 
columns should be no more than 600 words. 

Send submissions to thunderword@highline.edu by Monday 
for print on Thursday.

I knew I had a problem when 
I posted a video of a squirrel on 
my Snapchat story. 

He was scurrying around my 
backyard and chewing on pea-
nuts my mom had left out for 
him.

While it was undoubtedly 
adorable, it made me stop and 
think: Who really gives a damn?

This epiphany inspired me to 
delete my Snapchat for a month, 
mainly as a social experiment 
on myself.

Snapchat is a mobile app that 
allows you to send pictures and 
videos to people for a certain 
number of seconds. These vid-
eos and pictures then disappear 
after they’ve been opened. 

There are an estimated 150 
million people using Snapchat 
every day, according to a study 
by Bloomberg Technology. 

That’s a lot of dog filter selfies. 
In the weeks before this deci-

sion, I also began to realize how 
detrimental this app was to my 
happiness.

Far too many nights were 
spent staying up way too late to 
watch Snapchats my friends had 
posted. Not only did I develop 
a serious case of FOMO (fear 
of missing out), I also began to 
compare myself to the quick 
pictures nonstop.

Were their lives more fun 
than mine? Why wasn’t I invit-
ed? Was I missing out?

This led me to reevaluate my 
entire social media existence. 

Was I actually having fun and 
enjoying myself or was I trying 
to prove that I was having fun 
with each post?

Social media can be a great 
tool for advertising and con-
necting, but I found it has the 
opposite effect when it comes to 
human interaction.

When I see people, and ask 
what they’ve been up to, it often 
follows with “Did you see my 
Snapchat story?” The conversa-
tion then dissolves quickly, much 
like a temporary Snapchat photo. 
People think if they post some-
thing, there isn’t much else to say. 

Over the month, I missed the 
hilarious videos of my friend on 
her 21st birthday and probably 
a countless amount of perfectly 
timed sunset pictures. 

As soon as I deleted the app 
and ultimately forgot about 
everyone’s posts, I didn’t care. 
Nothing on Snapchat is that 

valuable, especially since the 
image will self-destruct in less 
than 15 seconds anyway. 

If you post on social media, it 
should be beneficial in some way. 
I felt I was wasting a significant 
amount of time watching every-
one else’s lives, and not paying 
attention to my own.

In January, I went snow-
boarding for the first time, 
got new furniture from IKEA 
(which I partially assembled 
myself, thank you very much), 
travelled to some beautiful 
parts of the state, and began my 
position as opinion editor for 
the newspaper.

How is anyone supposed to 
know this though? 

By talking to me. And vice 
versa. I had to step out of my 
comfort zone and strike up 
conversations with people, in-
stead of just allowing an app to 
replace the face-to-face conver-
sation. 

A social media detox can 
help you refocus on what is 
truly important in life and im-
prove your productivity. Try 
deleting your most used app 
for a week, or maybe an entire 
month. Challenge yourself to be 
the person not on their phone 
while waiting in line or walking 
through campus.

There are as many as 10,000 
students on campus and each 
one has their own story – a sto-
ry that goes beyond a post on 
Snapchat. 

Liv a Little

Olivia Sullivan

A month without Snapchat

In a nation of immigrants, how could President Trump’s ex-
ecutive order for “protection of the nation from foreign terrorist 
entry into the United States” be anything other than un-Amer-
ican?

The executive order, issued last Friday, states people from 
Iran, Iraq, Somalia, Syria, Yemen, Libya and Sudan are banned 
from entering the U.S. for 90 days.

The order also halts the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program 
for 120 days, and the program will only be put back in action 
after careful examination.

Even people who have legal visas or green cards, but were out 
of the country while the ban was established, are still affected 
by the ban.

The Trump administration claimed the ban is to protect the 
American people from terrorist attacks, such as the 9/11 attack.

None of the 9/11 hijackers were from the countries listed in 
Trump’s ban.

The 19 terrorists were from Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Lebanon, 
and the United Arab Emirates, which are not subject to the ban 
and are countries where Trump has business ties.

President Trump does not have business interests in any of 
the countries included in the ban, according to news reports.

As of April 2016, the immigrant population in the United 
States was an estimated 42.4 million.

Of the total 318.9 million people in the United States, 13.3 
percent are immigrants.

More than 16,000 refugees live in Washington state, and al-
most two-thirds of those refugees live in King County.

Washington is the first state to file a lawsuit against President 
Trump for his executive order.

Washington state Attorney General Bob Ferguson an-
nounced the lawsuit on Monday, saying the executive order is 
unconstitutional.

Regardless of how it is masked in the media, the order is a ban 
on Muslims.

Despite President Trump’s attempts to advertise the ban as a 
protection order against terrorists, it is very clear he is discrimi-
nating against one particular religion.

We are a nation of immigrants and refugees, founded by im-
migrants and refugees.

In fact, the United States has one of the most extensive and 
most strict immigration processes in the world.

The process of immigrating to America can take more than 
two years and requires a substantial amount of paperwork, in-
terviews, fees, and background information.

The ban goes against everything our country has worked for, 
in the sense of equality and acceptance of all people.

At the very least, it is reassuring to know Washington state is 
willing to stand up for its people. 

Muslim ban is 
un-American
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Puzzle answers 
on Page 12

Got news? Thunderword@highline.edu

ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) The changes you’ve wait-
ed to see in your work situ-
ation might not be happen-
ing quite as quickly as you’d 
hoped. Although the pace is 
slow, it’s ongoing. Expect to 
hear news soon.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) You should be feeling 
very proud of the fine effort 
you’ve made to get that im-
portant project done. Now 
take some time out to cele-
brate with family and friends. 
You’ve earned it.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) You’re close to reaching 
your objectives. That’s the 
good news. But be careful: 
Your aspects show lots of 
potential distractions loom-
ing. Stay focused and keep 
your eyes fixed on your 
goals.

CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22) Be careful not to 
let that suspicious Cance-
rian mind create a problem 
where none exists. What 
you might believe is an act 
of betrayal could be noth-
ing more than a misunder-
standing.

LEO (July 23 to August 
22) Your Lion’s heart over-
flows with self-confidence. 
All you need to do is tap 
into it, and you’ll be able 
to handle any change that 

must be made regarding 
that recent surprise devel-
opment.

VIRGO (August 23 to 
September 22) The need to 
watch what you say becomes 
increasingly crucial this 
week. Be as temperate as 
you can with your comments 
and avoid arguments for the 
sake of controversy.

LIBRA (September 23 
to October 22) A longtime 
family problem presents 
new demands. But this 
time, you won’t have to go 
it alone: Someone else is 
asking to help share your 
responsibilities. Let it hap-
pen.

SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) A period of 
feeling vulnerable is about 
to give way to a stronger, 
more self-confident aspect. 
Use this new strength to 
reaffirm promises you’ve 
made to others and your-
self.

SAGITTARIUS (Novem-
ber 22 to December 21) A 
creative dilemma stalls your 
progress. Instead of letting it 

raise your ire, use the time to 
re-examine your aims and, 
perhaps, come up with a new 
target.

CAPRICORN (Decem-
ber 22 to January 19) Your 
nimble will finds a way for 
you to work out those newly 
emerged problems plaguing 
your new project. Stay with it. 
The results will be well worth 
your efforts. 

AQUARIUS (January 20 
to February 18) You might 
feel overwhelmed at having 
to decide which new oppor-
tunity you should follow. Best 
advice: Check them all out 
and see which offers what 
you really want.

PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) Continue to tread 
water before you even con-
sider plunging into something 
that never seemed quite right. 
Some facts will soon emerge 
that can help you make a de-
cision.

BORN THIS WEEK: 
You’re a natural-born peace-
maker. You value truth and 
have little patience with those 
who lie to you for their own 
purposes.

1. MYTHOLOGY: Who was 
the queen of the warrior wom-
en called Amazons?

2. GOVERNMENT: What 
did the 22nd Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution do?

3. ADVERTISEMENTS: 
What luggage company used 
a gorilla in a 1970 advertise-
ment to show how tough its 
Samsonite brand was?

4. ART: Where is The Field 
Museum located?

5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: 
Which U.S. president had the 
nickname “Old Rough and 
Ready”?

6. GAMES: What is a grand 
slam in bridge?

7. HISTORY: In what year 

did the French invade England 
(The Battle of Hastings)?

8. LITERATURE: Which 
famous Beat poet wrote the 
poem titled Howl?

9. GEOGRAPHY: The 
Leonardo Da Vinci-Fiumicino 
Airport is located in what city?

10. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What is a petroglyph?

Answers
1. Hippolyta
2. Limits presidents to two 

terms
3. American Tourister
4. Chicago
5. Zachary Taylor
6. Winning all 13 tricks
7. 1066
8. Allen Ginsberg
9. Rome, Italy
10. Rock carving
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• The 5th Ave Theater will be 
showing award-winning and 
critically acclaimed musical, 
The Pajama Game. Ages 10 
and older are recommended, 
ticket prices range from $29-
$53. The show will be at 1308 
5th Ave., Seattle on Feb. 10- 
March 5. To buy tickets online 
and for more information, visit 
5thavenue.org.

• Auburn Avenue Theater 
hosts its monthly Comedy at 
the Ave, where three comedi-
ans will perform their routines 
in one night.   The show is 18+. 
Tickets are $15 for students and 
seniors, and $18 for everyone 
else. The show will be on Feb. 10 
at 7:30 p.m., tickets are available 
at brownpapertickers.com. For 
more information, visit auburn-
wa.gov. 

• Burien Actor’s Theatre fea-
tures Sex with Strangers by 
Laura Eason, a comedic play 
about modern love. Tickets are 
$20 for general admission, $17 
for seniors, $10 for students, 
and $12 for groups with 10 or 
more. The performance will run 
from Feb. 10- March 5 on Friday 
and Saturday’s at 8 p.m., and 
Sunday’s at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
available at tickets@burienthe-
atre.org, for more information 
visit burienactorstheatre.org.

• The Foster Arts Performing 
Center hosts the Rainier Sym-
phony, they will be perform-
ing their concert, Courage and 
Freedom. Heading the sympho-
ny as music director is Jeffery 
Lund, who will lead musical 
pieces such as Finlandia and 
The Firebird. Tickets are $17 
for general admission, $12 for 
students (ages 13+) and seniors 
(ages 62+), and free to anyone 
12 and younger. The show will 
be on Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m., and 
Feb. 12 at 3 p.m. at 4242 S. 144th 
St., Tukwila. Tickets are avail-
able online at brownpapertick-
ets.com. For more information, 
visit rainiersymphony.org.

• The Kentwood Perform-
ing Arts Center hosts The Irish 
Rovers, who are celebrating 
50 years of music and perfor-
mances, with their last world 
tour. Touring with them will be 
special guests We Banjo 3, an 
award-winning quartet coming 
in from Ireland. Audiences can 
expect a mix of Irish, Bluegrass, 
and Old-time American music. 
Tickets are $30 for general ad-
mission, $15 for youths (25 and 
younger), and $28 for seniors 
(ages 60+). The show will be 
on Feb. 21 at 7:30 p.m. at 5800 
164th Ave. S.E., Covington. 
Tickets are available online at 
kentwa.gov.

• Auburn Avenue Theatre 
features Comedy Magic!, a 
performance by comedy and 
magician duo, Trevor and Lo-
retta Watters. The show will be 
at 10 Auburn Ave. It’s on Feb. 
28 and starts at 2 p.m. Tickets 
are $8 and available online, at 
brownpapertickets.com. For 
more information, visit au-
burnwa.gov.

By Izzy Anderson
Staff Reporter

The University of Puget 
Sound Trio Ensemble will be 
making an appearance on cam-
pus to perform a collection of 
classical chamber music on Feb. 
16. 

The performance will be led 
by Dr. Tanya Stambuk, a pia-
nist and the head of the Piano 
Division of the School of Mu-
sic at the University of Puget 
Sound in Tacoma, who has 
played at Highline once before. 
Performing with her will be 
Maria Sampen, the associate 
professor of Violin, on the vi-
olin and Alistair MacRae, an 
active chamber musician, on 
the cello. 

“The three of us are pas-
sionate about our art. We are 
excited to share it with others, 
and have a deep love and re-
spect for what we do. We love 
performing but most of all, we 
love having the chance to meet 
and communicate with audi-
ences from all over the world,” 
said Sampen.

“They’re very high-lev-
el musicians, so there will be 
some pretty stunning music to 
watch,” said Dr. Ben Thomas, 
music professor at Highline.

The students can go up and 
ask them questions about how 
they’ve gotten to where they 

are after the show, Dr. Thom-
as said. If somebody wanted to 
pursue a career in performance, 
in music education or were just 
curious about something, the 
trio can certainly answer their 
questions.

“Music has the power to 
change lives. You never know 
when and how a performance 

might affect someone in your 
audience,” said Sampen. “Even 
if only one person leaves the 
room with a renewed sense 
of hope or beauty then you’ve 
done a great service.”

“Being face-to-face with re-
ally great people making music 
at that high caliber is inspiring 
for students, it’s inspiring for 

all of us,” said Dr. Thomas.
Students can expect perfor-

mances of both classical com-
positions and contemporary 
music, he said. 

The ensemble will be per-
forming in Building 7 on 
Thursday, Feb. 16 at 12:15 p.m. 
The performance is free of 
charge and open to anyone. 

By James Jackson
Staff Reporter

The deadline for submissions to Arc-
turus is Feb. 3.

Created in the late 1970s, Arcturus is 
Highline’s annual literary journal and fea-
tures works by students, staff, and faculty.

The publication got its name from a star 
in the Boötes constellation. Arcturus is the 
fourth brightest star that can be seen in the 
night sky, said Susan Rich, Highline facul-
ty and Arcturus adviser.  

“It has an array of cultural meanings: in 
Arabic, Arcturus is one of two starts called 
‘the uplifted one,’ and in  ancient Greece, 
Arcturus was known as  the bear star. The 
zenith star of the Hawaiian Islands. Each 
time I research the name, I find another 
incredible definition,” Rich said.

 This year’s theme is Northern Lights. 
The magazine is usually published later in 
Spring Quarter.

Participants are allowed to submit five 
items per person. You may submit five pho-

tographs or maybe one story and four po-
ems, for example.

All selections are made by student ed-
itors through a democratic process. The 
editors decide what goes into the journal 
and all other design issues, with the faculty 
adviser offering only guidance when called 
upon, Rich said.

This quarter the editors collect and 
choose what submissions will be used and 
next quarter all the technical work hap-
pens. The editors collaborate with Visual 
Communications students teaming up to 
work on the layout, design, and production 
issues.

 All the print work for the magazine is 
done on campus at Highline’s print shop. It 

is then sent off to a bindery in Kent for the 
finishing touches.

New media outlets will be available for 
this year’s submissions. 

“This is the first year that submissions 
have gone on-line. We are in the process 
of creating a FB (Facebook) page and Arc-
turus website so that students can learn 
more about this journal, the journal that 
really belongs to all of the Highline com-
munity,” Rich said.

If you would like to participate all sub-
missions are due tomorrow and must be 
emailed to HighlineliteraryMag@gmail.
com with subject line: Arcturus 2017. In-
clude email and phone number with your 
submissions.

Trio promises to bring 
a Puget sound to Highline

Arcturus deadline is tomorrow
Highline’s literary 
magazine to shine 
again this spring

“It has an array of 
cultural meanings: in Arabic, 
Arcturus is one of two starts 
called ‘the uplifted one.’ Each 
time I research the name, I find 
another incredible definition.”

— Susan Rich, 
Arcturus adviser

Alistair MacRae, Maria Sampen and Dr. Tanya Stambuk of the University of Puget Sound Trio Ensem-
ble will perform at Highline on Feb. 16 at 12:15 p.m. in Building 7.
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By Chentay Warnes
Staff Reporter

After a tough week, top scor-
er Jamie Orme got back on the 
court and helped bring High-
line up to fifth place in the 
NWAC West Division. 

Last Wednesday the T-Birds 
beat the Green River Gators, 
68-55. The top scorer was 
Orme with 18 points followed 
by Shakwell Vincent and Neil 
Green with 13 points. 

Highline dominated under 
the basket with 40 rebounds vs 
the Gators with 33, Orme had 
10 grabs and Cass Matheis got 
7. 	

Over the weekend, High-
line lost 93-52 against Pierce 
College, the third-place team. 
Leading the team with nine 
points was Neil Green and 
closely behind with eight points 
was Markese Jackson. 

Highline was out-rebounded 
in the game last Saturday, 40-23. 
Desmond Hudson led Highline 
with six grabs and Neil Green 
with four rebounds.

“We did not play very well 
against Green River and played 
even worse against Pierce. It just 
looked different because Pierce 
is a much better team than 
Green River. Our sense of ur-
gency, focus, effort and tough-
ness are seriously lacking right 
now and not reflective of High-
line standards,” said Highline 
Head Coach Che Dawson.

Highline is going into the 
half way mark as a fifth-place 
team with a league record of 
2-4 and an overall record of 
8-12. For the men’s team to 
move on they will need to be 
in fourth place at the end of 

the league to make the NWAC 
tournament. 

“It depends on what other 
teams do. Just like life, the more 
you don’t take care of your own 
business, the more you have to 
rely on other people,” said Daw-

son.
Highline has a bye on Sat-

urday, then will start to play all 
the teams in the league for the 
second-time next week.

Next the T-Birds will have 
a home game at 8 p.m. against 

Centralia on Wednesday, Feb. 
8. The last time the men’s team 
played Centralia, Highline beat 
them 93-61. 

Results from the Feb. 1 game 
against Tacoma were unavail-
able at press time.

By Konner Hancock
Staff Reporter

The captain of the High-
line men’s basketball team, Val 
Wilson, is fighting to take the 
T-Birds out of their slump.

Wilson, the sophomore 
guard stands at six feet four 
inches and averages about 30 
minutes per game. Wilson 
also averages more than eight 
points, four rebounds and two 
steals a game. 

This season Wilson has had 

some of the best games of his 
college career. Back on Jan. 7, 
Wilson scored a career high of 
17 points, where he also took 
three shots from the three-point 
line and landed all of them. 

His best career rebounding 
game came earlier on Dec. 22, 
where he grabbed a total of 13 
rebounds.

Although Wilson doesn’t 
lead the Western Division in 
any of the statistical categories 
he finds other ways to lead, “I 
bring experience to the team 
and I’m able to teach the fresh-
man,” said Wilson. 

“As a captain my biggest 
responsibility is to make sure 
everyone stays focused on our 
team goals and make sure no-
body slacks off,” he said.

The team has started off their 
league games 2-4 leaving them 
toward the bottom of the West-
ern Division of the Northwest 
Athletic Conference, however 
Wilson and the rest of the team 

have not lost hope, he said. 
“No matter how bad things 

are going during a game we stay 
together. It’s easy to start point-
ing fingers when things are bad 
but we don’t do that at all,” he 
said. 

The team has focused on be-

ing more consistent throughout 
the rest of the season. “I know 
we’ll turn things around soon. 
we have a group of guys who 
are willing to put in the work 
and I think right now we’re just 
going through a slump,” said 
Wilson.

The T-Birds have eight 
league games left in the season 
and if they start to win more 
consistently they have a chance 
at finding themselves toward 
the top of the Western Confer-
ence.   

The team works well togeth-
er, but there is a lot of things 
they need to work on in order 
to succeed together and Wilson 
helps keep the team focused on 
those things, said Head Coach 
Che Dawson. 

“Our coaches don’t give up 
on us. A lot of coaches, at this 
point, would throw in the towel 
and get ready for the next sea-
son. Coach Dawson and the rest 
of our coaches have complete 
confidence that this team can 
still go far and it motivates us 
to work hard so we don’t disap-
point them,” said Wilson. 

After Highline “I definitely 
plan on transferring and play-
ing at a four-year university,” 
said Wilson. 

T-Birds sit at No. 5 in the West

Team captain strives to turn season around 

Kayla Dickson/THUNDERWORD
Wilson takes a layup during practice last week. 

Kayla Dickson/THUNDERWORD
Freshman wing Jared Casey goes up to lay in a basket against the third place Pierce Raiders. 

Val Wilson 
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By Konner Hancock
Staff Reporter

The Highline wrestling team 
finished dual meets 1-6, but re-
mains confident for the Nation-
al Junior College Athletic Asso-
ciation’s Regional and National 
tournaments.

The NJCAA Regional tour-
nament is for wrestlers in the 
Northwestern region to com-
pete and see who will make it to 
the national tournament.

The regional tournament is on 
Feb. 12, 10 a.m. in Coos Bay Ore.

Despite the poor dual meet 
record and not placing top three 
in any tournaments this year 
the T-Birds are still ranked No. 
8 out of all 23 competing col-
leges in the NJCAA.

Last year Highline “finished 
12th, with four All Americans, I 
am confident that we can place 
top four with four to eight all 
Americans,” said Assistant Head 
Coach Bradley Luvaas. “But 
what I think doesn’t matter, per-
formance is up to the athletes. 
If they can push themselves ev-
ery day to be a little better than 
the day before they will be fine. 
Without the work we could all 
be sitting at home watching the 
national tournament online.” 

This year the team has had a 
constant struggle with keeping 
a healthy lineup, but this past 
week after the Clackamas Open 

By Thanavin Chum
Staff Reporter

The Lady T-Birds defeated 
Green River Gators, 59-47, and 
Piece College Raiders, 52 – 42, 
to claim a share of third place in 
the NWAC West.

Sophomore guard Anna Cook 
played her best game against the 
Gators, with a season high of 19 
points. Cook made  nine of her 
12 shots along with two steals 
and two assists. 

“She has been working really 
hard on both ends of the ball.  
She is someone we feel like we 
need in the game right now,” 
said Head Coach Amber Mosley. 

However, “she was not the 
main focal point.  We need to 
rely on whoever is getting it 
done that game,” Mosely said.

Sophomore guard Alex-
is Gleason led the Gators (1-5, 
4-16) with 13 points on four of 
20 shooting.

Green River outrebounded 
Highline 20-12, but couldn’t 
shoot.  The Gators were 4-25 
from three-point range, 17-62 
overall, while the T-Birds hit 
26-60 and attempted only five 

the squad was able to fill every 
weight with at least one wrestler. 

Luvaas is most proud of “the 
fact that we have a full line-up 
for regionals,” he said. 

The T-Birds have one of the 
youngest lineups going into re-

gionals. 
There is 12 freshmen out of 

all 22 wrestlers on the team. 
However, among the few 

sophomores there is one 
All-American, Andrew Ramirez 
at 133  and four qualifiers for 

last year’s NJCAA Nationals 
tournament, heavyweight Te-
ban Mansaray, 165 weight class 
Justin Wielding, and both Tay-
lor Johnson and Connor Rosane 
wrestling at 184 pounds.   

The team is very young this 

year, but they have to go out and 
prove themselves, said Luvaas. 

“It doesn’t matter if I think they 
are ready, they have to be ready…I 
think that all of our athletes are 
capable of making it to nationals 
and doing well,” he said.

treys.
The T-Birds carried the mo-

mentum into the next game 
against the winless Raiders (0-
6, 0-18). The T-Birds’ bench out-
scored the Raiders’, 21-3. 

Highline was led by sopho-
more forward Jasmine Hansgen, 
who finished with 12 points on 
six of 10 shooting, plus 11 re-
bounds and five steals. 

Kaytreona Williams-Mack 
led Pierce with 14 points and 
four steals. 

Lower Columbia and Cen-
tralia are tied for first in the 
West at 5-1, leaving Highline 
and Tacoma tied for third at 
4-2.  Lower Columbia, 18-3 
overall, has won four in a row 
and is ranked fourth in the lat-
est NWAC Coaches Poll.

Highline (7-13 overall) can 
help nail down a spot in the 
NWAC tournament in its next 
two games. 

Results from Wednesday’s 
game against Tacoma were un-
available at presstime.

Highline has a bye this Sat-
urday and then hosts Centralia 
next Wednesday at 6 p.m. in the 
Pavilion.

T-Birds move to 
No. 3 in the west

Wrestlers move to postseason

Jack Harton photo
Highline’s Franklin Easton, right, 197 pounds, squares off against a Grays Harbor wrestler in the only dual meet that Highline won this 
season, on Nov. 17.
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Cappuccino souffle just for two Whip up a hot fresh 
mug o’ brownie

Seductive salmon an affair of the heart

Photo by Ben Fink
Succulent salmon is easy to prepare and sends the right message for 
Valentine’s Day. 

By Katie Cummings
Staff Reporter

Mug brownies are an easy dessert 
that can be made in your microwave. 
There are many different recipes for mug 
brownies; some require butter and eggs, 
or specific brands that only work with 
certain ingredients.

However, this recipe is vegan, simple, 
and delicious. You could even add nuts or 
chocolate chips into the mix or ice cream 
on top to accompany your mug brownie.

4 tbsp flour
4 tbsp sugar
2 tbsp cocoa powder
2 tbsp vegetable oil
2 tbsp water
1/3 tsp vanilla extract
1 pinch of salt
Mix the dry ingredients in your mug 

of choice. Then add the wet ingredients 
and mix.

Microwave for 45 seconds to one min-
ute, depending on how you like your 
brownie consistency; the longer it’s in the 
microwave, the cakier it will be.

Once it cools, you can enjoy it by it-
self or – my personal preference – you 
can scoop some ice cream into your mug 
and delight in the amazing combination 
of cool ice cream and warm, chocolatey 
goodness.

I love preparing a romantic 
dinner for Valentine’s Day.

Cooking is one of the ways 
I show my love for my sweet 
husband, Michael. We’ve been 
married for over 40 years, so 
I’ve had plenty of opportunities 
to create romantic meals, from 
breakfast in bed to late-night 
fireside suppers. 

What better time to prepare 
a heart-healthy meal than on 
the one day of the year that cele-
brates matters of the heart –Val-
entine’s Day?

Roasted Salmon With Pome-
granate Butter Sauce is a de-
licious way to make a special 
day even more memorable 
while providing the gift of good 
health. Salmon is low in mer-
cury and high in omega-3 fatty 
acids. While 80 percent of all of 
the salmon sold is farm-raised, 
wild salmon is the best option. 
Eating two to three servings per 
week of foods rich in omega-3 is 
a healthy choice.

If you’ve never roasted salm-
on, get ready for a treat, as the 
heat from the oven seals in the 
flavor of the salmon much bet-
ter than moist-heat methods 
like poaching or steaming. 

The pomegranate butter 
sauce is what makes this dish so 
deliciously unique, as the flavor 
of the pomegranate juice marries 
beautifully with the salmon. I’ve 
adapted this recipe from author 
Rick Rodgers’ cookbook, Au-
tumn Gatherings: Casual Food to 
Enjoy With Family and Friends.

Roasted Salmon With Pome-
granate Butter Sauce is the 
perfect choice for a seductive 
Valentine’s Day dinner and the 
perfect way to combine heartfelt 
sentiments with heart-healthy 
benefits.

Roasted salmon with 
pomegranate butter sauce

The pomegranate butter 
sauce is a red variation of the 
classic French “beurre blanc,” 
which literally translated means 
“white butter.” One import-
ant tip: Slowly incorporate the 
butter over very low heat so it 
softens into a creamy emulsion 
with the acidic base. If the heat 
is too high, the butter will sim-
ply melt.

1 (2-pound) center-cut 
salmon fillet, with skin

1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon black pepper

Pomegranate Butter Sauce
1/2 cup bottled pomegran-

ate juice
1/4 cup good-quality bal-

samic vinegar
1/4 cup orange juice

2 tablespoons honey
2 tablespoons minced shallots 
1/2 teaspoon chopped fresh 

rosemary or 1/4 teaspoon 
crumbled dried rosemary

8 tablespoons (1 stick) un-
salted butter, chilled, cut into 8 
equal portions

1 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon ground pepper

1. Heat oven to 400 F. Lightly 
oil a large, rimmed baking sheet.

2. Run your fingers over the 
cut side of the salmon, feeling 
for any pin bones. If necessary, 
pull out bones with sterilized 
tweezers. Season salmon on 

both sides with the salt and 
pepper. Place the salmon on 
baking sheet, flesh side up. Cut 
the salmon vertically into 6 
equal portions, but do not sep-
arate the pieces. (This makes 
the salmon easier to serve after 
cooking.)

3. Roast until the salmon 
shows just a hint of bright pink 
when prodded in the center of 
the fillet at one of the cuts with 
the tip of a knife, 12 to 15 min-
utes.

4. Meanwhile, make the 
butter sauce. Bring the pome-
granate juice, balsamic vinegar, 
orange juice, honey, shallots, 
rosemary, salt and pepper to a 
boil in a non-reactive medium 
saucepan over high heat. Cook 
until liquid is reduced to 1/4 
cup, about 8 minutes. Reduce 
heat to very low.

5. Remove pan from heat 
and whisk in the tablespoon of 
butter. Whisk until the butter 
softens into a creamy texture, 
occasionally returning pan to 
the heat to keep it warm, but 
not hot. Repeat with the re-
maining butter, one tablespoon 
at a time. Season with salt and 
pepper to taste. Don’t bother to 
try to keep the sauce piping hot; 
it will be heated by the warmth 
of the salmon.

6. Remove skin and any fat 
from the salmon and discard. 
Serve the salmon on individu-
al dinner plates, and spoon the 
sauce on top. Serve immediate-
ly. Makes 6 servings.

Our delectable sweetheart special 
can be prepared in only 30 minutes.

Cappuccino Souffle
1 teaspoon butter or margarine
1 tablespoon plus 1/4 cup sugar
1 tablespoon instant coffee
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/8 teaspoon ground cinnamon
2 large egg whites
1/8 teaspoon cream of tartar

Chocolate Sauce
1/4 cup half-and-half or light cream
1 ounce semisweet chocolate
1 teaspoon butter or margarine
1/2 teaspoon instant coffee
1/8 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1. Heat oven to 375 F. Prepare 
cappuccino souffle: Grease two 6-to 
8-ounce ramekins with butter; sprin-
kle with 1 tablespoon sugar.

2. In cup, stir coffee, vanilla, cin-
namon and 1 teaspoon water until 
dissolved. In large bowl, with mixer at 
high speed, beat egg whites and cream 
of tartar until soft peaks form. Beating 
at high speed, sprinkle in remaining 
sugar until stiff peaks form. Add cof-
fee mixture and beat on low speed just 
until blended.

3. Spoon mixture into ramekins. 

Bake 10 minutes or until soufflés are 
puffed and edges are browned.

4. Meanwhile, prepare chocolate 
sauce: In microwave-safe 1-cup liquid 
measure, combine sauce ingredients. 
Cook in microwave oven on High 30 
seconds; stir, scraping chocolate from 
bottom of cup. Cook 15 seconds; stir 
until smooth.

5. Serve immediately. With spoon, 
break centers of souffles and pour in 
sauce.

Chicken Carbonara
A decadent dinner doesn’t mean 

hours in the kitchen with this pasta, 
topped with bacon-studded, creamy 
Pecorino Romano cheese and egg 
sauce.

12 ounces linguine
4 slices bacon
12 ounces boneless, skinless 

chicken breasts
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1 medium shallot
2 cloves garlic
4 large eggs

1/3 cup freshly grated Pecorino 
Romano cheese

2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh 
parsley

1. Heat large covered saucepot of 
salted water to boiling on high. Cook 
linguine as label directs.

2. Meanwhile, in 12-inch skillet, 
cook bacon on medium 6 to 9 minutes 
or until browned and crisp. Sprinkle 
chicken with 1/4 teaspoon salt.

3. Transfer cooked bacon to paper 
towel. Add chicken to same skillet 
with drippings. Increase heat to medi-
um-high. Cook chicken 2 minutes or 
until just starting to turn opaque, stir-
ring occasionally. Add shallot. Cook 
2 minutes, stirring. Add garlic. Cook 
1 minute or until chicken is cooked 
through (165 F), stirring. Remove from 
heat; cool slightly. Crumble bacon.

4. In large bowl, whisk togeth-
er eggs, Pecorino and 1/4 teaspoon 
freshly ground black pepper until 
well-combined. Add bacon and cooled 
chicken mixture to eggs.

5. When pasta is cooked, drain 
well. Add to large bowl with egg mix-
ture, tossing to coat. Divide among 4 
serving plates. Garnish with parsley, if 
desired. Serves 4.
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By Samuel Robbins
Staff Reporter

Be careful and do your re-
search when shopping for an 
affordable home. You might 
find the home built on a foun-
dation of toxic garbage, a High-
line geology professor last week 
warned.

Dr. Eric Baer spoke at last 
week’s Science Seminar, his lec-
ture covering nearby Superfund 
sites.

Science Seminar is held every 
Friday and attendance is open 
to anyone. Presentations are led 
by faculty on research topics 
and subjects of general scientif-

ic interest.
Superfund sites are polluted 

locations considered by the gov-
ernment to be of great threat to 
human health and in dire need 
of attention.

The Superfund program is a 
government-led effort to rede-
velop these lands into safe and 
usable areas.

The Midway Landfill and the 
Kent-Highlands Landfill are 
the two Superfund sites within 
five miles of Highline.

You might have seen or driv-
en by either of these landfills. 
On first appearance, they seem 
to be nothing but grassy low-
lands. This is false.

The land is artificially built 
on top of garbage, the surface 
layer mostly comprising clay.

“This area has a very indus-
trial history. In the past compa-
nies and the government didn’t 
see a problem with dumping 
garbage,” Dr. Baer said.

These areas have been la-
beled as safe for now but Dr. 
Baer said that accidents that 
endanger could happen because 
people were not informed.

The Kent-Highlands Land-
fill is the most dangerous Su-
perfund site near Highline, Dr. 
Baer said. 

Located Northeast of Mili-
tary road and Kent-Des Moines 
Road, the site operated from 
1968 to 1986. 

The City of Seattle leased 
the site and disposed of refuse 
on about 60 acres of a 90-acre 
ravine on a hillside above the 
Green River. 

The landfill accepted paint 
residues, industrial sludge, mu-
nicipal and industrial wastes. 

These landfill operations re-
sulted in impacts to groundwa-
ter and air. 

The City of Seattle has now 
closed the landfill, and opera-
tion and maintenance activities 
are ongoing.

Right now, the danger is con-

tained but it could pose a great-
er threat in the future.

“A few years ago, a private 
company bought the land to 
redevelop into affordable apart-
ments, yet if you go to the web-
site it doesn’t mention the land’s 
history anywhere,” he said.

“Wouldn’t you want to know 
if the apartment you are mov-
ing into are built on top of sev-
eral feet of clay and then toxic 
garbage?” Dr. Baer asked.

The Midway Landfill Super-
fund site is a 60-acre former 
gravel quarry in Kent, which 
operated as a waste landfill 
from 1966 to 1983.

If you drove by the Midway 
Landfill you would see what ap-
pears to be a grassy field with a 
few dozen pipes coming out of it.

These pipes are the 139 ex-
traction wells used to extract 
gas from underneath the soil.

These extraction wells must 
be pumping at exactly the cor-
rect speed: too slow and noth-
ing will drain, too fast and you 
could suck in oxygen and risk 
an explosion.

The cost of this project is 
huge. Before 1995 the govern-
ment spent $56.5 million on 
this. Every year since they spent 
around $500,000.

“If you live in the greater Se-

attle area, a part of the taxes you 
pay annually goes to this project 
and other projects like it,” Dr. 
Baer said.

He cited the current statis-
tics: there are 1,336 Superfund 
sites across America. For-
ty-eight of them are located in-
side Washington state.

“We in Western Washington 
like to believe that we are very 
environmental but we have a 
legacy of doing harm to the en-
vironment,” Dr. Baer said.

Superfund sites often began 
as land plots which companies 
leased and polluted and then 
left the toxic remains after go-
ing bankrupt.

In 1980 the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability 
Act was passed. This act autho-
rized the federal government to 
clean up the mess.

“Originally it was the pollut-
ers who had to pay. Now we all 
pay,” Dr. Baer said. 

Superfund sites can be found 
in fields, in old factories, in mil-
itary bases, in agricultural sites, 
and many other places.

“I want you to be aware and 
to look out for these things, 
when you’re looking at housing 
no one is going to look out for 
you,” Dr. Baer said. 

Kayla Dickson/THUNDERWORD
Dr. Eric Baer demonstrates the effect of the Midway Landfill by hiding one grain of yellow sand in a jar full of red sand. Although it may not seem like much, over time it can 
build up and affect people.

Washington Department of Ecology photo
The Kent-Highlands Landfill is covered with a layer of clay and a layer of sod to limit runoff. 

Highline near 
dangerous 
dump grounds

Washington Department of Ecology photo
A map showing an aerial view of the Midway Landfill, located be-
tween Pacific Highway South and Interstate 5.
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COLLEGE TRANSFER FAIR 

FREE

-The Transfer Fair is YOUR opportunity to meet with Admissions representa-
tives from over 30 four-year colleges and universities.

-Learn about application deadlines, majors, scholarships and more ! Pick up 
transfer materials & have  your questions answered! This is a GREAT place 
to explore your transfer options !

-For a list of schools in attendance go to : 
Http://transfercenter.highline.edu/transferfaircalendar.php

Highline Student Union, Building 8, first floor

Wednesday, February 8th
9:30 A.M - 12:30 P.M

START YOUR TRANSFER PLANNING TODAY !

Students at the three pilot 
colleges – Tacoma, Spokane 
and Spokane Falls – have had 
problems with registration and 
financial aid. 

The software was creat-
ed by Oracle, a company that 
provides cloud applications, 
platform services, and engi-
neered systems, according to 
its website, who were chosen 
by the Washington state Board 
of Community and Technical 
Colleges to provide a replace-
ment for the state’s varied and 
patchwork administrative sys-
tems still in use.

The pilot schools have expe-
rienced many issues with the 
software since going live on 
Aug. 24, 2015, and the waves for 
updating the other colleges have 
been set back several times.  At 
the end of last year the rollout 
was paused indefinitely follow-
ing an independent review from 
Gartner, a technology research 
and advisory company.

“There was an independent 
outside review that was com-
pleted in December, and what 
that suggested was putting the 
new implementations on hold 
until its … verified that ev-
erything is functional at the 
pilot colleges,” said Tim Wrye, 
executive director and chief 
information odfficer for the 
Information Technology Ser-
vices department at Highline. 
“That review was uncomfort-
able with pushing ahead with 
the further waves until we are 
sure everything is working at 
the pilots.”

The pilot colleges have fixed 
many of the issues that affect 
students, but still have some 
distance to go before the soft-
ware is functioning properly.

“We went live and then we 
experience challenges with the 
software system pretty much 
right off the bat,” said Tamyra 
Houser, director of Marketing 
and Communications for Taco-
ma Community College.  “We 
experienced issues with sched-
uling, environments, financial 
aid, and issues that really im-
pacted our students. 

“Once we realize that was 
happening we worked really 
quickly with the state board 
partners -- with their project 
teams to fix all these issues,” she 
said.

Spokane Community Col-
lege has had similar problems 
with the system as well.

“We’ve seen improvement 
in certain areas -- certainly 
some of the initial challenges 
with registration and financial 
aid we’ve worked through, and 
that seems to be working much 
better now,” said Greg Stevens, 
chief administrations officer 
for Spokane Community Col-
lege.  

“We had some initial prob-
lems with what we call faculty 
workload -- it’s the assignment 

of classes and payments for 
those assignments,” he said. 
“That stabilized, and is working 
better now.”

The current major concern 
is to fix the problems asso-
ciated with the financial of-
fice, which include accounts 
payable, budgets and payroll, 
Houser said.

Spokane continues to face 
problems with financial ser-
vices as well, Stevens said.

With each update, there 
have been new issues to deal 
with than need to be fixed, but 
things are getting better, Hous-
er said.

“I would say this, we are in 
much better shape than where 
we were last year with ctcLink,” 
she said. “Now we’re just kind 
of easing into this new world.  
There are things that continu-
ally pop up that we’re learning 
from.  When ctcLink rolls out to 
other colleges such as Highline, 
hopefully those schools won’t 
experience the same issues we 
have.”

The Highline team is fo-
cused on getting data issues 
fixed before the rollout to 
hopefully prevent some of the 
issues that Tacoma and Spo-
kane faced.

“We are actively working on 
doing some business process 
analysis and mapping so that 
we are prepared for the change,” 
Wrye said.  “We will do better 
going into this future state if we 
have a clear understanding of 
what our current state is.”

The team is also working on 
conducting data cleanup as well.

“There are things that we 
know have caused problems 
in first link and wave one in 
the data conversion,” he said.  
“There are things we can look a, 
identify those patterns, and do 
some cleanup now.” 

Since the Gartner review, 
project resources have been fo-
cusing on remediation, which 
entails finding the problems 
and fixing them before the soft-
ware is rescheduled for rollout.  

“Most of it is not actual-
ly technically not working -- 
there were some pieces of that 
-- mostly it’s problems in con-
figuration or a lack of training 
or readiness,” Wrye said. “So 
they’re determining what is 
causing all the pieces that aren’t 
working to not work, focusing 
on correcting that -- whether 
it be a technical fix or training 
-- and then once all that is met 
then they’ll go back to focusing 
on the future waves.”

Despite the problems the 
pilot colleges have faced, there 
will be many benefits once all 
the kinks are worked out.

“Probably the biggest thing is 
that the existing system, while 
it’s working for us, it’s old and 
really not supported anymore,” 
Wrye said. “It hasn’t broken yet 
but it’s a really old system.”

Moving to a web-based sys-
tem is another benefit the High-
line team is looking forward to.

“We still, at this point, main-

tain a piece of software on lots 
of people’s machines solely for 
them to get at that system so 
that will be able to go away and 
everybody can just do it through 
a web browser,” he said. 

There are security issues that 
the IT team will no longer have 
to worry about once the soft-
ware is web-based, Wrye said.

“The Web Transaction Serv-
er where [students] register and 
get grades or pay by credit card 
for tuition, that was an add-on 
that was built in the early 2000s 
-- and also has never been the 
most stable,” he said. “That will 
go away and will be replaced by 
the same functionality that is … 
just part of the system and not 
an add-on.”

Spokane officials mentioned 
the benefit of no longer having 
add-ons to get the software to 
do what the college needed it to 
do as well.

“Legacy system -- the one 
that Highline is currently using, 
and the one we’ve moved away 
from -- was based on 1980 pro-
gramming,” Spokane’s Stevens 
said. “There were a lot of what 
we call add-ons.  It was some-
what like a little farmhouse 
where they build a room on each 
farming season, Crops come in 
and then you build a new room 
and it just didn’t match up well.”

The new software was built 
to work seamlessly for trans-
ferring data across all depart-
ments.

“Everything talks togeth-
er well and moves data across 
what they call pillars,” Stevens 
said. “Financial data easily 

moves into the HR pillar, and 
HR pillar data moves easily into 
the Student Services pillar. … 
Highline’s administration will 
function much better in terms 
of IT once they have this and it’s 
working for them.”

Students will have easier ac-
cess to student information, 
Houser said.

“For our students, they have 
a centralized place where they 
can go -- it’s called the student 
center -- where they can go and 
access things like their grades, 
financial aid packages, tuition 
costs, things like that,” she said. 
“That’s a very powerful tool for 
students.”

Another benefit, according 
to Spokane, is that all the col-
leges will be able to easily talk to 
each other.

“There are 28 districts, 34 
colleges, that right now really 
can’t share information very 
effectively,” Stevens said. “The 
systems are so specific to that 
college that we may talk in dif-
ferent terms or have things in 
different areas of the computer 
system.”

It’s labor intensive to move 
the information, Stevens said.  
With the new system, the pro-
cess will be made much easier 
to share information between 
colleges.

“Also our ability as a system 
to know where students are at, 
what they’re interested in, what 
they’re enrolled in, what they’re 
not interested in, so that we can 
adjust our programming, he 
said.  “All that’s very difficult 
right now and will be made so 

much easier with the common 
system that everybody’s using.”

Although all the community 
colleges being able to transfer 
data will be something native to 
the programing, it won’t be new 
because work-arounds were im-
plemented, Wrye said.

“Every individual in the sys-
tem will have a single ID num-
ber throughout the state so if 
either a student or employee 
goes to another college their 
ID number will stay the same,” 
he said.  “In theory we’re doing 
that now, but that was kind of a 
midstream change.  So lots of 
people in the system right now 
multiple ID numbers.”

No one is quite sure when 
the software will be rolling out, 
and any date is theoretical at 
this point, but Highline will be 
in the second wave and will not 
be one of next colleges to be up-
dated.

“We’re wave two, and I think 
the most realistic at this point 
is still probably a wave a year,” 
Wrye said.  “They’ve floated 
some other ideas but nothing 
has been solidly decided and 
that’s where things kind of 
stand. Wave one probably has 
about three to four months’ 
worth of work left so if they got 
to go in July they could poten-
tially go in October 2017 -- this 
is all very loose theorization -- 
and then if wave two sticks to 
a similar schedule it would be 
around October 2018. 

“That’s my best guess but we 
can’t say for certain until these 
things process through,” he 
said.
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AT BELLEVUE COLLEGE 

ON YOUR TURF 
ON YOUR TIME

By Olivia Clements
Staff Reporter

Take the stress out of fil-
ing your taxes this year by 
using the free tax prepara-
tion service provided by the 
United Way of King County. 

The United Way of King 
County is offering free tax 
preparation in 27 different 
locations, including High-
line. 

Students and others who 
need to get their tax forms 
filled out don’t have to go 
any further than their own 
school. 

You can fill out your taxes 
with United Way on Wednes-
days or Thursdays from 4-8 
p.m. or on Saturdays from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. in Building 99 
until April 20. No appoint-
ments are needed. 

Learn more about the 
free tax campaign on Thurs-
day, Feb. 2 from 2-6 p.m. in 
Building 8, Mt. Constance 

Tax time: Get help at Highline
budget limitations, since during 
that time there are less students 
to serve. However, if we are pro-
viding afternoon and evening 
classes we should accommodate 
those students as well,” said 
Sean Puno, Multimedia Design 
program manager. 

Puno said he is not demand-
ing this request, but will sup-
port any changes to benefit the 
students and learning environ-
ment. 

Sharon Rivera, MESA di-
rector, suggested implementing 
more diversity into the food on 
campus. She said vegetarians, 
vegans and those with religious 
needs sometimes have nothing 
to eat. 

“We don’t have enough di-
verse food choices for our di-
verse campus,” she said. 

Other ideas such as food 
trucks on campus, extended 
hours for on campus food ser-
vices and eating the food we 
grow on campus have been 
suggested by students, staff and 
faculty. 

Rachel Collins, Conference 
Services manager, said that all 
of these ideas are great. How-
ever, budget limitations and 
contracts can make it difficult 
to implement these plans. 

“As of now, there is Cafe 29, 
which is open till 6 p.m. That’s 
kind of that late evening time, 
when people may not be aware 
that they’re open later,” Collins 
said.

“Sometimes it’s also a chal-
lenge because they’re located all 
the way in Building 29, and you 
may have a class on the other 
side of the campus.”

She said they are currently 
discussing expanding food op-
tions at night and placing a cafe 
in a more central location on 
campus. 

Collins said expanding food 
options in the evening and 
keeping the cafes open later 
may cause Lancer to lose mon-
ey because people may not eat 
it. 

Dr. James Peyton, Highline 
economics professor, is cur-
rently working on a survey for 
evening students to see if they 
would buy food on campus if it 
was available later. 

Collins said they are discuss-
ing some options about expand-
ing evening food options that 
could be implemented in the 
near future. 

The bookstore charges a 
student’s credit card if he or 
she doesn’t return a rented 
textbook, Dopp said, which 
could ultimately affect a stu-
dent’s credit rating. 

“This hurts everyone 
if you don’t return your 
books,” she said. 

Even without rental 
non-returns, the bookstore 
often has to scramble to fill 
textbook orders, Dopp said. 

“Sometimes we get the 
order late from the instruc-
tors, and that may or may 
not be the instructor’s fault,” 
she said.  

“Sometimes the depart-
ment hasn’t made all of 
its teaching assignments,” 
Dopp said.

“Sometimes we get late 
information, sometimes we 
make a mistake with order-
ing, sometimes a book is out 
of print and the cost is re-
ally high, even on Amazon, 
because we use amazon as a 
source too.  Sometimes we 
can’t get the book and it goes 
out of stock,” she said.

Although this shortage 
is a problem, “the very big 
picture is that textbook sales 
are declining,” Dopp said.

The bookstore has a solu-
tion. 

“We are definitely trying 
to increase our sales in oth-
er areas,” she  said, such as 
snacks and art supplies. 

“It’s great that you don’t 
have to spend so much on 
textbooks but it’s hard to 
make up the difference in 
sales,” Dopp said. 

Textbooks sales may be 
decreasing but the bookstore 
“will never let any shortages 
or financial hardships pre-
vent us from renting to you. 
… We will keep our rental 
programs as robust as we 
can.” 

room.  There will be a drawing 
for $10 gas cards every 30 min-
utes and kid table activities.

“This year, we’re trying to 
expand our reach across King 
County, in order to help com-
munity members achieve finan-
cial stability,” said social work 
intern Stevie Kimmet, who is 
working with United Way of 
King County’s free tax prepara-
tion campaign.

The United Way’s service 
goals are to alleviate poverty for 
50,000 people. The 2016 free tax 
preparation campaign had 900 
volunteers, 21,000 tax returns, 
and $29.1 million in tax returns 
filed.

For 2017, United Way plans 
to work with more than 1,000 
volunteers to help prepare for 
more than 23,000 tax returns. 

Other free tax preparation 
sites include 1200 S 336th St. 
Federal Way; 1590 A St. NE, 
Auburn; 25742 104th Ave SE, 
Kent; 206 S. Tobin St. Renton; 
14700 6th Ave SW, Burien; and 

1031 SW 128th St. Burien. 
People who need to file are 

usually individuals who are 
currently employed or previ-
ously employed and want a part 
of their tax withdraws back. 

“When they file return, if 
they are claimed on their par-
ents return they can’t have a 
personal exemption” said An-
thony Burke from the Internal 
Revenue Services in Washing-
ton, DC. 

If you want a personal ex-
emption, make sure you’re not 
claimed on someone’s tax re-
turns. Burke also suggested that 
students make sure they have 
everything they need to file be-
fore they start. 

Common information you 
will need to file taxes are Social 
Security numbers; copies of last 
year’s tax returns; bank num-
bers and routing numbers if 
depositing your refund direct-
ly into your account; and W-2 
forms from all employers you 
worked for in the past year.

Three more states join suit against Trump
SEATTLE (AP) – Washing-

ton, Massachusetts, Virginia 
and New York are becoming 
the first states to sue the Trump 
administration with filings 
announced this week over the 
executive order restricting ref-
ugees and immigration. They 

likely won’t be standing alone 
for long.

Since Donald Trump was 
elected president, Democrat-
ic state attorneys general have 
been forming a coordinated 
wall of legal resistance over 
immigration, environmental 

protections, health care, and 
other major issues.

New York Attorney Gener-
al Eric Schneiderman told The 
Associated Press that lawyers, 
including attorneys general, 
are having an “awakening” re-
garding Trump.
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