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What is a nudibranch? 

 

 Nudibranchs (nudi= naked, branch= gills) are ma-

rine sea slugs that have external gills.  They come in many 

shapes, sizes, and colors.  

 

 We receive our water, unfiltered, from Puget Sound 

via a large pump located at the end of our dock. Many of 

the smaller invertebrate (no back bone) organisms come 

into our tanks as larva (babies), including our nudibranchs! 

For this reason, we have a variety of nudibranchs that sea-

sonally appear throughout the year. Their distribution 

across the tanks depends on conditions such as flow, food 

supply, and predators.  

 

This coloring book has some of our most common species, 

see if you can find any in our tanks! 

Monterey Sea Lemon 

Doris montereyensis 

 

 With its yellow color and black spots, 
Monterey Sea Lemons are easy to identify. 
Since nudibranchs are almost blind, Sea Lem-
ons have two rhinophores atop their head that 
help with navigation and hunting. The brachial 
plume on the posterior exposes the gills, so the 
animal can breath. 

 Doris montereyensis eat yellow sponge 
and are found from Alaska to southern Califor-
nia. 



Shaggy Mouse Nudibranch 

Aeolidia papillosa 

 

 Like their name suggests, Shaggy Mouse 
Nudibranchs have rows of “shaggy” cerata that 
aid with digestion. These nudibranchs feed on 
sea anemones. Aolida papillosa are able to 
store the anemones’ stinging cells in their cera-
ta, and become stinging themselves. Don’t wor-
ry—they can’t sting humans! 

 Shaggy Mouse Nudibranchs are found 
from Alaska, USA, to Chile.  

Leopard Dorid 

Dialula sandiegensis 

 

 Leopard Dorids range from cream-
colored to pale brown and have various brown 
spots, often with darker rings around them. For 
this reason, many people think their color is 
similar to that of leopards. Like Sea Lemons, 
Leopard Dorids have two rhinophores (sensory 
organs) and a brachial plume (breathing or-
gans).  

 Dialula sandiegensis feed on sponges and 
are found from Alaska to Mexico to Japan. 



Opalescent Nudibranch 

Hermissenda crassicornis 

 

 A stripe of brilliant orange and blue runs 

down this nudibranch’s back, while the colors 

of the “shaggy” cerata vary from orange to 

brown to stripes. The cerata tips are bright 

white or orange. Opalescent Nudibranchs feed 

on hydroids (animals related to sea anemones) 

and other nudibranchs.  

 Hermissenda crassicornis are found from 

Alaska to Mexico to Japan. 

Barnacle Eating Nudibranch 

Onchidoris bilamellata 

 

 This nudibranch is pale white with 

blotches of darker brown on its back. The back 

is also covered with raised bumps, called papil-

lae. Like other dorids, Barnacle Eating Nudi-

branchs have two rhinophores on the head and 

gill plumes that extend from its posterior.  

 Onchidoris bilamellata live in waters off 

Alaska to Mexico. What do you think they eat? 


