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Headline: Highline College Recognized Nationally as a 2025 Leader College

Highline College has been designated a Leader College by Achieving the Dream (ATD), a
national nonprofit dedicated to advancing community colleges as accessible hubs of learning,
credentialing, and economic mobility in their communities.

ATD named 23 institutions as either Leader Colleges or Leader Colleges of Distinction for 2025,
celebrating their commitment to student success and institutional reform.

“Once again, Highline College is recognized for its care and concern and dedication to students.
This recognition only highlights the work that all the staff and faculty do to support the students
in hopes that they will succeed and soar,” said Highline College President Dr. John Mosby.

Leader Colleges play an important role in accelerating the adoption of effective practices within
the ATD Network and across higher education. They are recognized for the quality of their work
in whole-college reform, resulting in increased completion rates for all students. Leader
Colleges develop innovative ways to work with other colleges to share knowledge and facilitate
an exchange of ideas about evidence-based reform strategies.

Highline is part of the ATD Network, made up of 300+ colleges committed to supporting student
success at their institutions and promoting economic vitality throughout their communities.
Highline joined ATD in 2006, became a Leader College in 2011 and held that distinction through
2021, before regaining it in 2025.

“We are proud to recognize our 2025 Leader Colleges and Leader Colleges of Distinction for
their extraordinary commitment to student success,” said Dr. Karen A. Stout, president and CEO
of Achieving the Dream. “These colleges exemplify excellence within the ATD Network,
achieving measurable gains in student outcomes and fostering impactful change within their
institutions and communities. Their dedication to using data-informed approaches to create
meaningful opportunities for students and their communities serves as a powerful example for
all institutions of higher education and especially for those in the ATD Network.”

About Achieving the DREAM
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Achieving the Dream (ATD) is a partner and champion of more than 300 community colleges
across the country. Drawing on expert coaches, groundbreaking programs, and national peer
network, the organization provides institutions with integrated, tailored support for every aspect
of their work — from foundational capacities such as leadership, data, and equity to intentional
strategies for supporting students holistically, building K—12 partnerships, and more. ATD calls
this Whole College Transformation. Its vision is for every college to be a catalyst for equitable
and economically vibrant communities. ATD knows that with the right partner and the right
approach, colleges can drive access, completion rates, and employment outcomes — so that all
students can access life-changing learning that propels them into community-changing careers.
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About Highline College

Founded in 1961 as the first community college in King County, Highline College annually
serves 14,100 students. With more than 80 percent students of color, Highline is the most
diverse higher education institution in the state. The college offers a wide range of academic
transfer, professional-technical education, basic skills and applied bachelor’s degree programs.
Alumni include former Seattle Mayor Norm Rice, internationally acclaimed author Ann Rule,
entrepreneur Junki Yoshida, Dr. Tom Jackson, former president of Cal-Poly Humboldt and
retired Army Lieutenant Colonel and nurse Sandra Cravens Robinson.
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