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Making More Room for More Students in Health and Wellness Careers
Demolition Day to Mark Launch of Major Renovation to Highline College Building

DES MOINES, Wash. — Students seeking in-demand health care careers can look forward to
learning in a state-of-the-art facility on Highline College’s main campus. To create the new
space, the college’s Building 26 will undergo a major renovation. The college will mark the start
of the project with Demolition Day, scheduled for May 7 at noon outside of Building 26. It is
free and open to public.

The estimated $30 million renovation is the college’s first significant capital project in more than
a decade. It will also be the first LEED-certified building on campus. Construction is expected to
be completed by September 20109.

A 3-story concrete masonry structure, Building 26 will become an integrated, flexible learning
environment needed to meet the growing demand for health care professionals.

The renovation of the 1970s-era building will include a comprehensive interior remodel of
program spaces, a new addition to add program space and faculty offices, and site improvements.
Once complete, the Health and Life Sciences Building will include 46,068 square feet of
classroom, lab, office and study space.

Design funding of $3.4 million came during the 2015-17 biennium as part of the Washington
Community and Technical Colleges’ capital funding request to the state legislature. Construction
funding of $23.37 million was approved during the 2018 session of the legislature. An additional
$3.17 will be funded by the college through local construction funds, for an estimated total
project cost of $30 million.

Project partners include McGranahan Architects of Tacoma and Pease Construction of
Lakewood.
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Currently, Highline’s health and wellness-related programs are scattered across campus in four
separate buildings. Unifying them in one central location will allow students of various
disciplines to interact in a real-world environment.

The college’s main campus is located in Des Moines, midway between Seattle and Tacoma at
South 240th Street and Pacific Highway South (Highway 99).
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Attachment: Highline College Building 26 Rendering Perspective; credit: McGranahan
Architects

Links within this release:

— Highline College main campus: https://www.highline.edu/campus-guide/locations-and-
directions/

— LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design): https://new.usgbc.org/leed
— McGranahan Architects: http://www.mcgranahan.com/

— Pease Construction: http://www.peaseinc.com/

Founded in 1961 as the first community college in King County, Highline College annually
serves more than 17,000 students. With over 70 percent students of color, Highline is the most
diverse higher education institution in the state. The college offers a wide range of academic
transfer, professional-technical education, basic skills and applied bachelor’s degree programs.
Alumni include former Seattle Mayor Norm Rice, entrepreneur Junki Yoshida and former
Washington state poet laureate Sam Green.
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