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APA In-Text Parenthetical Citations 
 

The American Psychological Association (APA) guidelines require that you use parenthetical citations to 

document quotations, paraphrases, summaries, and other material from a source used in your paper. 

These in-text citations correspond to the full bibliographic entries found in a list of references included 

at the end of your paper. Unless otherwise noted, electronic sources follow the same pattern as the 

printed ones. 

Single author named in a signal phrase. 
Use the author’s name in a signal phrase to introduce the quoted material, and place the date of the 

work in parentheses immediately after the author’s name. For a quotation, the page number, preceded 

by p., appears in parentheses after the quotation. 

Social historian Richard Sennett (1980) names the tendency to come to terms with difficult 

experiences a “purification process” whereby “threatening or painful dissonances are warded 

off to preserve intact a clear articulated image of oneself and one’s place in the world” (p. 11). 

Single author named in parentheses. 
When you do not mention the author in a signal phrase, give the name and the date, separated by a 

comma, in parentheses at the end of your cited material. 

The tendency to come to terms with difficult experiences is referred to as a “purification 

process” whereby “threatening or painful dissonances are warded off to preserve intact a clear 

and articulated image of oneself and one’s place in the world” (Sennett, 1980, p. 11). 

Two authors. 
Goody and Watt (1963) have gone so far as to declare that “the most significant elements of 

human culture are undoubtedly channeled through words, and reside in the particular range of 

meanings and attitudes which members of any society attach to the verbal symbols” (p.  323). 

Three to five authors. 
List all the authors’ names for the first reference. 

Kintgen, Kroll, and Rose (1988) maintain that “just as a single definition of literacy is insufficient, 

so is scrutiny from within the confines of a single academic discipline” (p. xv) 

In subsequent references, use just the first author’s name plus et al. 

In accessing the educational quality of our schools, it is important to remember that, as Kintgen 

et al. (1988) explain: “the contemporary asymmetry between reading and writing can be related 

to use in a particular socioeconomic context” (p. xvii). 

Six or more authors. 
As Williams et al. (1999) demonstrated, the internet holds the potential to open consumer 

markets in new and unexpected ways. 
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Corporate author (organization, association, etc.) 
If the name of the organization or association is long, spell it out the first time, followed by an 

abbreviation in brackets. In later citations, use the abbreviation only. 

FIRST CITATION (Food and Drug Administration [FDA], 1996) 

LATER CITATION (FDA, 1996) 

Works with no author. 
Several critics of the concept of the transparent society ask if a large society would be to handle 

the complete loss of privacy (“Surveillance Society,” 1998, p. 115). 

Bible passage. 
Unfortunately, the president could not recall the truism found in Prov. 20-22 that “Wisdom is a fountain 

to one who has it, but folly is the punishment of fools” (New Oxford Annotated Bible). 

Email message. 
Robinson’s argument has been dismissed by scholars of American history (Virginia Baker, 

personal communication, October 28, 2002). 

Web page. 
The cabin at the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site is designed to be “symbolic of 

the one in which Lincoln was born” (National Park Service, 2003, para. 1). 

Note: page or chapter number should be included if available on the web site. 

Have more questions? 
Go to building 26 and talk to the librarians for more assistance and how to find sources. 
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